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0 long as Rome maintain'd its Li- 
$f 5 169) berties, the Roman Ladies were 
Capes diſtinguiſh'd for their Beauty, their 
Mt, their Venue, or their Cott 
rage. Bearing no Title or Dignity in the 
Republick, the only Way to fignalize them- 
ſelves, and to mount upon the Wings of Fame, 
was by their Perſonal Merit. Lucretia's Cha- 
ſttity has immortalized her Name: That He- 
roine gave her Husband a noble Proof of her 
Innocence, at the Expence of her Life; and, 
revenging upon herſelf the Crime of Tarquin's 
Son, has ſet the Ladies a Pattern of Conjugal 
Fidelity, not ordinarily to be imitated. Clelia 
and her Companions ſignalized themſelves by 
their Courage, their Reſolution, and Love of 
their Country. And Porcia, Daughter to 
Cato, by ſwallowing live Coals to put an End 
to ber Life, which her Relations would fain 

| have 


PREFACE. 
have PR d, defeated the Vigilance of her 


5 Keepers, and has made a ſhining Figure in 
| Hiſtory for that notable Action. 


But no ſooner had the Emperors ſubjected 
Rome, and render'd themſelves Abſolute Ma- 
ſters of the Republick , than their Conſorts 
| became Sharers with them in their Grandeur, 
4H their Glory, and their Authority, The Ro- 
| | mans, not addicted to Plattery, no leſs than 
32 they bad formerly been jealous of their Liber- 
1 ties, exerted themſelves in conferring pompous 
and magnificent Titles upon the Empreſſes, 
and in voting them all imaginable Ho- 
monrs: So that you will find Inſtances, in the 
following Sheets, of their receiving the great 
and glorious Appellations of Auguſta, and 
Mother of their Country. Nay, they have 
aſſiſted in the Senate, goverit'd the City and 

, the Empire, receiv'd and Aiſpatch'd Ambaſſa- 

Aaors, diſpoſed of Offices and Employr; and, 
ina word, have themſelves been conſecrated 


to the Priefthood, and rank” d a the 
Deities. | 


— on 
— 
—— d 


Such were the Bunch of the Pr This 
Cæſars, who make the Sub ject of this Hiſtor): 


In compiling which, 1 8 endeavour d to 
be very particular in the Characters of ſuch of 
them, as Jprung from Auguſtus, or were 

marry'd 


© > Sens hes 
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marryd to Princes of his . Family ; becauſe 


they _ by ſo nuch the more illuſtrious Fi- 


gures, as certain Authors of Antiquity have 


thought it hardly worth their While to take 


notice of the Empreſſes between Nero's Reign, 
and that of Trajan. All the Facts, here re- 
lated, are taken from Authentic Originals; 


and theſe, as far as was judg'd neceſſary to 
their Fuſtification, are cited in the Margin, 


as you go along. 


In tracing the Conduct of the Empreſſes 
of Rome, it  twas-morally impoſſible to avoid 
bringing their reſpectiue Emperors frequently 
upon the Stage. Neither wat J much con- 
cern d about that; becauſe I did not doubt 


but it would he agreenble to my Reudert, to 


have the... moſt "Remarkable Part off their 


Hiſtory intevſpar9.d. And if I have not fur- 


niſl?d out all that might be faid of the La- 


dies, I truſt I have at leaſt given a tolera- 


ble Deſcription of they ts 


There are ſome Paſſages, which I was 


one while thinking to retrench; but choſe, 


upon ſecond Thoughts, to relate them in ſuch 
a Manner, as not to offend the niceſt Ear: 
If, therefore, in any of the Blackeſt Lines of 
theſe Princeſſes Characters, I ſeem to deal in 
Ooſcurity, it may plead Excuſe from the Mo- 


det 


PREFACE , 
deſt of both Sexes. However, I had rathey 
be cenſured as an Unintelli gible Writer, than, 
by treading too cloſely upon the Heels of 'my 
Aut hort, give juſt Offence to the Wiſe and — 
Vertous, = 
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EE; ULIUS CASAR had four Wives. 
FPlbe firſt was, Coſſuria, of an Eque- 
RJ Ne: frian Family extremely rich. He 
vas very young when he marry'd. 
tis Lady; and as his Inclination 
had little or no Share in the Match, they. never. 
cohabited, but he divorced her, to marry Cornelia, 
the Daughter of Cinna, famous for having been 
four times Conſul. By this Alliance he drew up- 
on himſelf the Diſpleaſure of Sy/a the Dictator, 
whoſe Power was the more formidable at Rome, in 
regard the Direction of Affairs was in a manner 
wholly in his Hands. This Gentleman, being 
Cinna s mortal Enemy, uſed all his Efforts to oblige 
Cæſar to repudiate Cornelia; but in vain: For be- 
fide that Cæſar was not naturally a Perſon of the 
moſt Complying Temper, he had been brought 
up under his Aunt Julia, Wife to Marius; and 
had thus imbibed, as it were with his Milk, that 
unconquerable n. all 2 
| 0 


* 
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'of Mint; who was ſet up as à Barrier againft 
the Arbitrary Power of the Dichter, bor eto Hlla. 
n the other hde, Caſar loved Cornelia very 2 
fabtionately; and if he had put her away withonr 
Caũſe, much more in Complaiſance to lla, his 
- Father-in-Law Cinna was powerful enough to make 
him repent it. OT, 


: 4 % F 

Ha, who govern'd with an almoſt abſolute Au- 
thority, ig entertain'd a * that he — pi 
not in any thing to be oppoſed, was enraged at 
the 5 Refifiahee th mer with in N and 
to make him feel his Reſentment, he diveſted him 
of the Prieſthood, ſeia d his and his Wife's Eftate, 
precluded him from all Right of Succeſſion, and 
would have carry d Matters yet higher, had he 

not found ſome other Enemies to deal with, he 

he look d upon to be more Conſiderable, and ha 
not the (a) Veſtal Virgins with many other Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction interpoſed in G Favour. 
Ola was of too penetrating a Judgment, for 
Caſars Active Genius to efcape his Obſervation. 
Ne perceiv'd the vaſt Deſigns-of that ambitious 


(a) Numa Pompilites ſe- and chooſe any Condition of 
1 os of * built & Life they leis But few 
Temple to the Honour of the made uſe of that Liberty, be- 
5 efs Veſta, wherein he or- cauſe it had been remark' d 
der d a Eirẽ ta be kept, which | that as many as had done ſo, 

was call'd Sacred and Perpe- | to marry and live in the World, 

tual, becauſe it was never to |{pent the reſt of their Days in 

go out; and inſtituted Nups | Sickneſs or ſome other great 
to take care and preſerve it, | Calamity, ſuppoſed to be ſent 
They were call'd Veftals from 4 2 Pui 


ca! from from the Go : 
the Name of the Goddeſs Veſta, 


= 2 da! „ oor r Soon WE oqgaue#* * r 
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$ a5 à Puniſhment 
for their Deſertion : And theſe 
to whom they were conſe- | unhappy; Circumſtances. ſb 
crated. The Eldeſt of theſe | filPd their Heads with Fear 
Nuns was call dVeftalis Maxi-|and Superſtition, that very 

ma, the Great Veſtal, and had | few Veftals ever * ed to 
an abſolute Authority over the change their Condition. It 
others. They made a Vow of any of them violated their 
Virgintty tor thirty Years ; af- Vow of Virginity before the 
ter which they were allow'd | tbirtyYears were expired, and 
40 quit cheir State, ro marry, committed a Crime againſt the 


| Roman, 


the Republick ) ſhe was pu- 


Pontiff, 
loth to part with their Daugh- 


Roman, and foreſaw by ſome ſecret Light the Ca- 
taſtrophe he would one day bring upon the Repub- 
lick. When his Friends importuned him there- 
fore in Caſar's behalf, he gave them his Reaſons 
for proceeding in tlie Rigorous way he had done; 
and cloaking his Private Revenge under the Spe- 
cious Veil of the Publick Tramquillity, urged that 


it was the Common Intereſt of them all, to rid 


Rules of Chaſtity, they put 
them to Dea, by bur ou 
them alive in a v1 n- 
goon dug in a Field, call'd 

e Execrable Field. Into this 
Dungeon they were forced to 
go with their Faces cover'd, 
as if unworthy to behold the 
Light, and were left with on- 
yy a burning Lamp, a little 

read, Water, Milk, and Oil. 
The day they were thus bu- 
ry'd, the whole City was in 
Mourning , the Shops were 
ſhut, and nothing was to be 
ſeen but Marks of the pro- 
foundeſt Sorrow. The Ac- 
complice of the Sacrilegious 
Veſtal ſhared in her Puniſh- 
ment, as he had done in her 
Crime, and was whipt till he 
died. As the Veſtals chief Em- 
ployment was to attend the Sa- 
cred Fire Day and Night, they 
did this by Turns; and if any 
of them proved fo careleſs as to 
Jet it out, (which Was look d 
upon as a very bad Omen for 


veral by Force; and many 
times the Emperors rewarded 
ſuch as made generous Offers 
of their Children, We read, 
for Inſtance, that Tiberius, up- 
on the Death of the Great 

al Occia, being at a loſs where 
to find a Virgin to ſupply her 
Place, Fontelus Agrippa pre- 
ſented his Daughter; where» 
upon, tho ſhe was not ad. 
mitred, Cæſar acknowledg'd 
the Senator's Good-Will, 

making his Daughter a Pre- 
ſent of four or five thou- 
ſand Pounds. But you muſt 
know, it was not every Vir- 
gin, that could be received 
into the Order of Veftals : For 
ſhe muſt not be under Six, nor 
exceed Ten Tears of Age: She 
muſt have no Impediment in 
her Teeth; no Lameneſs, nor 
any Dete@ of that ſort : She 


muſt not be ſubject to any Di- 


deſcended of Parents in a Ser- 
vile Condition, or of a mean 
Trade; and generally fpeak- 
ing, they choſe ſuch whoſe 
Mothers had been but once 
marry*'d. When it ſo happen' d 

that they had none voluntaril 

offer d, the Chief Ponti 

named twenty Virgins, who 
caſt Lots; and ſhe upon 
whom it tell, was conducted 
to the ow ot Vefta, and 
there ſhaved, and cloathed in 
the Habit of the Order, which 


niſh'd very ſeverely ; being 
taken into a dark Corner, 
— naked, and ſcourged by 
the Pontifex Maximus, or Chiet 
behind a Curtain. 
This Diſcipline made People 


ters, and = them upon tram- 
Ing Excuſes to keep them at 
home; inſomuch that at laſt 
they were obliged to take ſe- 


Conſort! to J. Cas aA. F 


{temper ; neither muſt ſhe be 
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emſelves of a Man, who, if he livd, would one 


day ruin the:Patricians of Rome, in whoſe Defence 
they. themſelves had ſhewn. ſo much Zeal and 


Courage. Nevertheleſs, 


Czſar's Fortune ſcreen'd 


him from Sylla's Fury. The Dictator, forced at 
laſt by the Importunities of thoſe to whom he could 


not deny ſuc 


h a Favour, gave Ceſar his Pardon: 


But to ſhew them he did it with Reluctance, 1 grant 
you, {aid he, what you demand; but remember, there 
is more than one Marius lurking in the Veins of Cæſar. 
Cæſar was in his () Quæſtorſhip when Cornelia 
died. He lov'd her too much, not to be nearly 
affected with the Loſs; and to give a Publick Proof 


Was exceedingly modeſt; and 
it was reckon'd ſcandalous for 
aVeſtal to be ſeen in a Garb 
ſuitable to the Sanctity of | 
het Profeſlion. Thus Livy in- 
orms us, the Veſtal M.nuci a 
was, blamed for dreſſing in 
Conformity - to che Publick 
Faſhion rather than to that of 
her Private Order. And ſo 
far was this Cenſure from be- 
ing 2 8 that the Event 
yerify'd it; Minucia being 
_ ſoon after condemn'd to the 
Puniſhment of thoſe who had 
violated their Chaſtity. There 
were many Privileges annex'd 
to this Order of Feel Their 
Revenues. were aſlign'd to 
them out of the Publick Trea- 
ſury: When they went a- 
broad, they had Lifcys, or 
Officers, clearing the Way, as 
before the Magiſtrates; and 
if they met « Criminal drag 
ing to Execution, he was a 
Id on courſe , the bare 
Meeting of a Veſtal being a 
uficieut Pardon; only the 
Nun, it required, mult ſwear, 
that ſuch Meeting was purely 
accidental, and no ways con- 


inviolable; and in the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, they had the 
firit Places. In a word, Peo- 
ple of all Ranks in Rome paid 
them the greateſt Reſpect ; 
they decided Differences be- 
tween Perſons of the higheſt 
Degree; and no body durſt 
refuſe them any thing, Hence 
it was, that Ceſar's Friends 
apply'd themſelves to the Ve- 
ſtals to procure his Pardon at 
the Hands of Syl/a. Their 
Number was limited to Six by 
King Servius; but it was af- 
ter ward enlarged to Twenty. 

We muſt not forget to remark 

here, that if the Fire kept by 
the Veſtals happen d to go out, 
it could be rekindled no 
otherwiſe, than by Fire from 

m, or by the Rays of the 

un. 5 Shs A, 

(e) The Office of Quæſtor 

was one of the moſt ancient in 
Rome, and that by which Men 
enter'd upon the Publick Ad- 
miniſtration of Affairs. None 
were admitted into it under 

the Age of, Twenty Seven. 


There were originally but 


trived. Their Perſons were 


-- 


Two Se to whoſe Cu- 
ſtody the Publick Treaſure and 
1 0 
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made a pompous O 
Truth is, his Concern for her was the more 


Conſort to J. CA SAR 
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pf both Paſſions; he mounted the (c) Roſtra, and 


Oration in her Praiſe- The 


* 
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in regard Pompeia, whom he marry'd ſoon after, 
gave him abundance of Vexation and Chagrin. 

This Lady was Daughter to Quintus Pompeius 
Rufus, and Niece to Sa; young, and well- 
ſhaped ; of a gay Temper, and Amorous Com- 


the Huſtgas of War were com- | 
mitted ; but almoſt all [zaly: 
being afterward render'd Tri- 


butary, and the Revenues.of 
the Republick 8 0 conſi- 
derably increas'd, the Number 


of Ouæſtors was firſt augment- 


* 


ed dd Eight, then by Sylla 


made up Twenty, and carry'd 
yet higher by Fulius Ceſar. 
Ot all theſe *Qzeſtors, only 

wo reſided in the-City, who 
cept an Account of the gene- 
ral Receipts and Disburſements 
of the Commonwealth : The 
others were | diſtributed. into 
the Provinces, to ſtate and re- 
ceive the Ordinary, as well as 
Extraordinary or Caſual Re- 
venues; for Example, the 


Booty taken in Battle, or at 


the Sacking of Towns; the 
Youry arifing from the Sale of 
riſoners; and the like. Un- 
der the Emperors, this Office 
e yet more honourable ; 
or when they were not at 
leiſure, or not diſpoſed to ap- 
pear in the Senate, the Que- 


ftors were delegated to goind 


make a Speech 1n their Name, 
Moreover, they fat as Judges 
of all Cauſes relating to the 
Debts of the State ; but this 
Privilege Neyo deprived them 
of, and gave it to the Præfect, 
or Mayor of the City. Clas- 
dius added ſeveral new Ho- 


gours tg the Queſtorſhip 3 bur 


debaſed it no leſs on the other 
hand, by expoling it to Sale 
in purſuance of Dolabella's 
Aae 
(e) There was at Rome, in 
the middle of the great Square 
call'd Forum Romanum, 4 
Temple dedicated to Fortune 
adorn'd with the Iron and 
Copper-Work of the Ships of 
Antium which tell into the 


0 of the Romans. With 


the Beaks of theſe Ships 
they made a fort of Pulpit, 
call'd the lay Fa which Was 
rasf'd very high; and here 

the Magiſtrates mounted, when 
they had a mind to harangue 
the Multitude. Round bis 
Pulpit were placed the Statues 


of everal Great Men of the 


Republick ; and from ic were 
pronounced all the Funeral 
Orations and ſet Speeches» 
Here it was, that Cicero 6 PE 
ten charm'd with his Elo- 
juence; till at laſt it vas de- 

led with Blood, and disfi- 

ured with the Heads of the 

raveſt Citizens of Rome. 
Marius affix d on it the Head 
of Mark Anthony the Orator, 
who had before adorn'd it 
with Triumphal Spoils. yl 
put up the Head of young 
Marius; and Mark Anthony. 
the Trizmwvir expoſed here the 
Head and Right Hand of Ci- 
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1 Gr Jui. policy than Inclination, ſhe liſten d to the Addref. 
; had of (4) Publius Clodiut, a Gentleman of an il: 
5 uſtrious Family more ancient than Rome itſelf. 
| { I Plutarc.f,Clodjus was then in the Bloom and Vigour of ⁶ 
V. N Yaurh, graceful in his Perſon, and poſſeſs d of a 
1 cer vaſt Eſtate, which he did not always employ to the 
beſt Purpoſes. He had a ſharp ready Wit, a flow- 
ing Elocution, and was naturally of a jovial merry 
Vell. pa · Humour: But withall, || of an enterprizing Ge- 
#erc. Hit. nius, unruly in his Paſſions, furious in his Hate, 
4 . and diſſolute in his Manners ; equally regardleſs 
of Laws and Magiſtrates, of things Sacred and 
NF Prophane; giving himſelf all the extravagant Airs 
he Ane his Superiority and Ind ence eny 
titled him to; and abandon d to the moſt infa- 
mous Pleaſures, to which he was not aſnamed to 
facriſice even his on Siſters: In ſhort, he would 
run all Hazards to gratify thoſe Deſires, which ars 
generally the Attendants upon boiling Blood, and 
were in ſome ſort authorized in Clodizs by the Ex- 
anſple of too many Citizens, who held” the firſt 
Rank in a Repuhlick tired, as one may ſay, of 
being Vertuous. ee 5 1 „„ I 
+ Chdins, the Man I have been deſcribing, foon = 
ſtood fair with the tender Pompeia: Nor had he long 
| inſinuated himſelf into her Good Graces, before 
| it was diſcover d that ſhe had no Averſion to him. 


| 6. 'Cirvvand 
il | lexion. Not content with the Embraces of C2/ar, 
j * Sueton. * whom ſhe was ſuſpected to marry more out of 


(d) Publius Clodius was of adopted by 2 Plebei an, on pur - 
ol Ub hangs! Family pf the ray to ba choſen Tribune 
Claudius s, hg had conſtantly j of the People. We ſhall fee 
adhered to the Senate and] by and by, what Uſe he made 
Parricians againſt the People; of the Authority, inveſted in 


god the Clodius we are wri- him by that Office. Clodins 
ring of, was the only one of | marry'd Fulvia, by whom be 
his Race that gmbraced the} had a Daughter named Cladi a, 
Iutersſt of the People againſt who was marry'd to Auguſtus, 
the Senate. He gor himlelf bur ſoo divorced. © 


Aurelia, 
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Aureli a, Caſar s Mother, | 5 a Lady of ſubtle. Pe- + Plutarc; 
netration, ag well as of ſtrict Vertue, was none Let. Ce/- 


f the lalt that, perceiy'd this, She had an Eye ek. 


continually upon her | Daughter-in-Law,. whoſe 
Prudence ſhe never had a great Opinion of: And 
thus did Aurelia prove an Aigus, not eaſy; to he 
jull'd aſleep. Coins bad in vain try'd all his Arx 
to enjoy Pompeia's Company. He was. baffled in 
every Step he took. Pompeia never march'd bur 
under Awrelia's Banner. Where- ever ſhe went, 
ſhe had ſtill this watchful Spy upon her, who 


founded her very Thoughts, and from whoſe Vi- 


gilance it was impoſſible for her to ſtoal ſo much 


as a Glance, to beſtow upon the unfortunate 


At length however, not all Aurelia's Care and 
Aſſiduity could prevent her being impoſed upon 
by R Cupid undoubtedly pleas d him - 
ſelf, with the Thought, and put it into Qodiuss 
Head how to come at a Sight of his Miſtreſs. 
There was yearly offer'd at Rome a folemn Sacrifice 


to the () Bona Dea, or Good Goddeſs, in one of 


(N The Bona Dea, or the 75 having never till 
Good Goddeſs, had ſeveral] then taſted ir. Faumus coming 
Names; but the Right was home, and finding her in that 
Fauna. She was Wife to one Condition, makes a Rod of 
Faunus ; and was ſo wiſe, A. and in hit Paſhon 
chaſte, and modeſt, that tis | wHips her till ſhe dies. This 
reported no Man knew her | violent Correction of his was 
Jame beſide her own Huf- followed by a bitter Repent- 


band; neither did ever any ance. Faunus was aſhamed of 


body but he ſee her Face, But | his Cruelty ; and the Merit of | 
an Accident befell this rare a Wife he had uſed with ſo 
Woman, which occafion'd her | much Injuſtice and Inhumani- 
being made a Goddeſs. One | ty, added no ſmall Poigaancy 


day, in her Husband's Ab- to his Grief.. However, the 


fence, ſhe found a Bottle of | Misfortune was paſt all Re- 
Wine, which ſhe had the Cu- medy : It was impoſſible for 
riolity to taſte ; and liking zt | him to bring 'Fauna to Lite 


well, ſhe drank ſo much, that | again; and therefore he would 


we was intoxicated ; for ſhe | needs make a Goddeſs of her, 
did not know the Strength off aud give her Immortality. 
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the Conſul's Houſes, or, in caſe of their Abſen 


1 * 

R n 
N 1A 
2 a 


ce. 
in one of the ( ) Prætor s. | Among ether:odd 


Ceremonies eſſentially annex d to this Feſtival, 


they were ſuperſtitiouſly ſcrupulous never to cele- 


brate it but by Night; nor to admitt 


any Man to 


it, no not ſo much as the Conſul or Prator at whoſe 


Houſe the Solemnity was perform'd; but the Wife 
or Mother of ſuch Conſul or Prator preſided 


therein, with the Aſſiſtance of the Veſtall. More- 
over,” Entrance was not only deny d to all Perſons 


: s ; After the Ext fon of 
ce Ng, two Py vv 
created, who had the Admihi- 


Aration of the Government, 


as we ſhall relate in the Se- 


1 when it became 


ceflary for the Conſuls to 
quit the/Town, and command 


the Armies, a Erætor was made, 


to adminiſter Juſtice in Rome; 


and this Magiſtrate was a fort 


of Collegue to the other two. 
His Power was molt conſider- 
able during the Abſence of 


the Conſuls ; for he had then a 
- Right to call a Meeting of the 


Senate, wherein he preſided ; 
to repeal Laws, and make 
new : Hence the Term Ju, 
Honorarium, or Honorary Law. 
Laſtly it was at his Houſe, that 


the ſolemu Sacrifice was per- 


form'd to the Good Goddeſs ; 


and he had 2 Right to do 
. whateyer the Conſuls did. At 


firſt the Prætor was choſen out 
of the Order of Pairicians; 
but aſterward the Plebeians 
were alſo admitted into this 


Office : And as one Praætor 


* not ſufficieut for the City, 


by reaſon of the great Num- 


r of Strangers reſorting to 
it upon Buſineſs; therefore 
r Prætor was created, to 


| 


of Foreigners, who was ſtyled 
Pretoy Feregrinus. In ſuble- 
quent time, the Pretors were 
augmented/ to Six: The two 
firſt decided Differences be- 
tween Private Perſons; and 
the four others try d Criminal 
Cauſes. Finally, when the 
Provinces were become Tri- 
butary, and ſubjected to the 
Yoke and Laws ot the Romans, 
other Pretors were created, to 
ſent into the Provinces. 
They were entitled to wear a 
Robe of State, call'd the Pre» 
Fexta, to fit in a Curule Chair 
to be attended by-Lifors, an 
even to command the Troops 
in their reſpective Provinces. 
The City — liv'd in the 
Palace anciently belonging to 
the Kings. His Court, or Tri- 
bunal, Was call'd the Preto- 
rium, whence the Name of 
Prætorian Guards; the Prætor 
being attended by Soldiers, 


who ſtay'd in the Prætorium 


as long as the Court continued 
fitting. The Pr«tors could not 
be abſent frgm Rome above 
ten days. When they paſs'd 
Sentence gf Death pon 

ide 


a. Criminal, they. laid a 


their Pyetexta,” and put on a 
Mourning Robe, e © 1 SOR 
OT 


O 1 ROMO SR, 


Plant was conſeerated to Venus. 
However great the Danger was of -tranſgreſ- 
ing theſe Laws, which no Man had ever yet 


them, and of prophaning the Sacrifice, to meet 
his adored Pompeia. The Feſtival was now to 
be ſolemnized at Cæſars Houſe; and this Night 


Woman's Apparel, and to enter Cæſars Houſe Vit. C. 


. , 2 
Haben care 50 fix her well in his Intereſts. He 


1 


Conſort to J. CASA M 9 


of the Maſculine Sex; but even the Ladies took 
care to come to this Sacrifice with extraordinary 
Decency, and were ſo ſtudious to avoid any thing 
that ſavour d of Gallantry, that they never Plut arc. 
brought Myrtle in their Noſegays, becauſe that 8 


dared to attempt; Clodius, the impetuous Salleys 
of whoſe Youth render d him uncapable of Scru- 
ple or Reflexion, made no Difficulty of violating 


was to be a Pompeia a Night of Triumph. She was 
to ſhine in the Aſſembly with the utmoſt Splendor 
of Dreſs and Beauty; but her Satisfaction could 
not be complete, unleſs Clodius ſaw her thus 
brilliant; as, on the other hand, Clodius could 
not live without a Sight of the Charms which were 
then to encirde his Miſtreſ s. 


: 


They made an Aſſignation therefore in the 


very Place of the Sacrifice, without giving them- 


ſelves any Concern about the Dangers to which they 
were expoſed, or the Obſtacles which muſt of 


neceſſity. render the Succeſs of their raſh Project 
precarious. The | Enterprize was Hazardous; 


ut tis in ſuch Triumphs that Love takes a par- 
ticular Delight.” The Affair in ſnort was thus 
concerted: f Clodius was to diſguiſe himſelf in + Plutarc. 
among the Crowd. Here Abra, one of Pompeia's it. Cicer. 
Women, who had the Management of the Inter- 
view, was to receive him, and to conduct him into 
her own Chamber, where Pompeia was to come to 
them. Abra had all the Qualifications neceſ- 
ſary far carrying on an Intrigue ; and Clodins had 


knew 
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10 Carr RNA, 


knew there was a ſort of 1 
impoſſible to avoid truſting ſome Perſon or other 


with the Secret; and who ſhould have a more 
natural Right to ſuch Conkidence, than my Lady 8 


Woman, or Chamber-Maid? 


Meaſures being thus taken, and — . of Y 


Sacrifice come, Ciodius without Fear or Foreſight 


chrous himſelf into the Hands of Fortune. He. M 
is diſguiſed in Woman's Cloaths, and with a Face 
yet young enough to countenance the Cheat, 


marches under Shelter of the Night and his Dreſs, 
till he falls in among Women on their way to ſacri- 
ſioe at Cæſars Houſe. Abra punctually met him 
at the Door; whence having as dextrouſly con- 


vey d him into her Chamber, ſne ran and told her 


Lady, Clodius was impatient to receive her. 


Moments generally ſeem tedious ths, 
Occaſions : S0 they did to Clodius; and with the 
more Reaſon, becauſe Alra being by ſome Acci- 


dent, common enough in ſuch Caſes, otherwiſe: 


employ d, b perhaps by Aurelia s Order) could 


not for à long while carry the Metamorphos d 
Lover an Anſwer; inſomuch that he to 


Stay, without conjecturing aright; and his Im- 


4 85 ee upon him every Moment to that 


gree, that at laſt he ſteps boldly out of the 


1 Q Chamber, and — — himſelf to the Gui- 


dance of Love, began to range the Houſe. This 


unaccountable Reſolution broke at once all the 


Meaſures he had concerted with Pompeia; for not 
knowing which way to turn himſelf, but avoiding. 


the Light and Company as oft as they preſented, 


and affecting to conceal his Face that it ſhould not 
> VA he gave tho 9 ground of dafi 


ow cool Ke 5. all the Violence of his Heat. 
By and by her Delays make Clodius, hot very 
patient by Nature, quite mad. He forms in his 
Brain a thouſand Reaſons of the Confidantes 
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in the Houſe dreſs d in Woman's Cloaths. 


FJ A ˙ TI a . 


ruin'd the Project of their Interview, and ſet th 


AN BANOS EAI I mar 


Ir was not long before a Maid:Servant of the 
Houſe, meeting him thus upon the Stray, and 
taking him for a Woman, ask'd him who he was, 
and what he wanted > This blunt Queſtion daſh” 


cCbdius out of Countenance : He was ftruck dumb 


for a while, and at laſt made ſhift to anſwer faint- 
ly, he wanted Abra. But the Confuſion that ap- 
r'd in his Looks, and the Roughneſs of hig 
dice, which bely d his Habit, ſoon unfolded the 
Myſtery. The Maid'perceiv'd the Diſguiſe, and 
cry'd out with all her Might, there was a Mag 


This Uproar quite confounded the two Lovers, 


e Company agaſt! Abra, the chief Contriver 
the pang was ſo enraged at the Accident, 
that ſhe ran up and down the Houſe ſhe har 
knew where, till anon with much ado ſhe m 
Clodius; and haying heartily curs'd him for his 
Impatience, uy as him back into her Cham» 
ber. Mean while, Pompeia foreſeeing the Part ſhe 
muſt bear in this Scene, found herſelf daun 
with Dangers enow to embarraſs the greateſt 
Mind, or the quickeſt Invention. However, the 
Sacrifice is done; the Rites are ſuſpended ; Aure- 
lia orders the Doors to be ſhut, and Flambeaux 
to be brought; and after a diligent Search, 
which the and her Train of Ladies made into 
every Corner of the Honfe, ar length they find 
Clodius in the Confidante's Chamber, and obligs 
him to depagggg 5 | 
The Scandal happening in an Aﬀembly of Wo- 


men, the Secret could not be of long Duration. 


All the Ladies were ſick to be at home, to tell 

the Story to their Husbands. The next day, 

the whole Town rang of it. Pompeia and Clodins - 

were the Subject of all Converſations. — 

was talk d of but their raſh Enterprize 2 
b * 


— 


CATP UNNI 


6400 being. perſuaded that Clodiu did- not 
undertake it without his Wife 's Knowledge, or 


| In 1 — to her, he divorced her. 


+ Valeriu: 
Maximus, 


L. 8. c. 5 5. 


thority of this" Poſt - 
time ſo conſiderable, that it 


e of the (g) Tribunes, on the other hd 
Fe er Cudius for the Sacrilege. He hath 
otice of Tryal; and ſeeing no other way to 
come off, reſolves to deny all. He proteſts with 
Unconcern, he is wrongfully accuſed ; for that 
be was out of Town the Night the Sacrifice 
was celebrated; and this he offers to prove, The 
Enquiry. did not however turn to his Advantage, 
"Ln Witnefles depoſed the Contrary of his Aſ- 
ſertion; and among the reſt, Cicero declared that 


| the Bog le 


855 came to him for Advice the very day the 


ccident happened. * 


(2) The Romans being tired 
Met, the T hey; U- 
rers, and the Oppreſlion of 
their Great Men, dre toge- 
ther in a Corner of the City, 


and made a Mutiny. Agrippa, 


2 Senator of conſummate Pru- 
dence, and a Popular Man, was 
deputed to bring the head- 
ſtrong Multitude to Reaſon, 
and managed this Affair ſo 
well, that he pacified them 
upon certain Conditions. The 
Principal ph ol theſe. was, that 
quia have their 
12 Magiſtrates, to be 
choſen out of their own Bod 
hich, Magiſtrates ſhould 
ſacred and inviolable. They 


Were called. Tribunes of the 


People. Ar firſt there were 
only two made, but their 
Number was a 2 in- 
ereaſed to e At firſt al- 
O they were "enly to defend 
the Peo le againſt the Power, 
of the Nobilny; but the Au- 
rew in 


a 


„ 
Ty I 4 


This Depoſition had a 


Conſulate. The Ibn were 
at Liberty to harangue the 
People as often ds they 
pleas'd, without Moleltaton | 
trom any Perſon whatever, 
They had Power to make 
Laws by which the three Or- 
ders were bound. They took 
under their Protection any 
that apply d to them; who 
were thereby ſecured from 
the Proſecution of all; other 
Magiſtrates, except the Dicta- 
tor. Moreover, they had a. 
Right to oppoſe the Decrees 
of the Senate, 'which they ex- 
:Jamined.. 'They could even 


| impriſon the Conſuls; for 


none durſt reſiſt their Com- 
mands, whoſe Perſons were 
inviolable. Fylla retrench'd 
very much this Power of the 
Tribunes, and the Emperors, 
afterward poſſeſs'd © 'them-" 
ſelves of the Office, becauſe. 
it was Popular, and ſeemingly: 
inconſiſtent with Tyranny, 
tho' its Authority was fo. Txt | 
tenſive. TIS 


> 
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* 
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Weight proportionable to the Character of the 


nent; whoſe bare 


Teſtimony would have 


1 | p 8d for ſufficient Proof, in 2 Place where 
= (4) Cicero's Integrity was held in ſo high Vene- 


PEE o 
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"IT" * 
1 


(5 »Tis well known that ful and timorous; and 'tis 


Cicero was one of the greateſt 
Men of the Republick ot Rome. 
His Name was derived from 
the Latin Word Cicer, which 
ſignifies Chich-Peaſe, becauſe 
the firſt Man of Note in the 
Family had a Wart like a; Pea 
on the Tip of his Noſe. Ci- 
cero would not for all that 
change his Name; but when 
his Friends endeayour'd to per- 
ſuade him to it, he anſwer'd, 
that he would make his 
Name ſo famous, that it ſhould 
excell the Scauri and Catulli. 
His Merit rais'd him to the 
firſt Dignity in the Republick, 
of whoſe Liberties he was a 

enerous and zealous Defen- 


er. He diſcovered Catiline's 


Conſpiracy , and brought 
the Authors, and thoſe con- 
cerned in it, to Puniſhment, 
which gained him the Love 
and Eſteem of all the Romans. 
Cicero was the greateſt Orator 
that ever liy*d ; and his Argu- 
ments may be term'd the De- 
crees of the Senate. He had 
great Differences with Clodius 
and Mark Anthony. is ſaid 
he engaged in the Conſpiracy 

ainſt Fulius Cæſar; and 
that as ſoon as this Emperor 
was murdered in the Senate, 
Brutus fix d his Eyes on Ci- 
cero, and holding up has 

Sword, reeking - with the 
Blood of Ceſar, told him, 
Rome had now recovered its 
Liberty. Cicero is charged 
with having been very tear- 


« a 


* 
. 


certain that whenever he ſpy 

a Soldier in the Senate, he 
could not go on fluently with 
his: Diſcourſe. He was alſo 
full of Vanity; inſomuch that 
he could hardly ſpeak a Quar- 
ter of an Hour without ſound - 
ing his own Praiſes, and enu- 
merating the Services he had 
done for the Republick. He 

marry'd Terentia, by whom 
he had a Daughter, marry'd firſt 
to Piſo, and after ward to Len- 
tulus; another who long ſur- 
vived him ; and a Son named 
Marcus Cicero. He divorced 
Terentia in the Evening of 
Life, under Pretence that ſhe 
deſpiſed him, and in his Ab- 

ſence had {quander'd his Mo- 
ney,and encumber'd his Eſtate 


with Debts : But this Separation 


was attributed to a Cauſe no- 
thing near ſo plauſible, when 
he was ſeen to marry a young 
Woman that he had newly 
taken a Fancy to. This Wi 

he likewiſe repudiated after 
the Death of his Daughter, 
who died in Child-bed ar her 
Husband Lentuluss Houle ; 
becauſe he imagined ſhe re- 
joiced at the Loſs of this 
Daughter, whom he tenderly 
loved. Terentia hved to the 
Age of 117. Tis reported 
that Cicero s Mother felt no 
Pain at bis Birth. He was 


named Marcus Tullius Cicero. 
In the beginning of the Se- 
venteenth Century, there was 


the Road 
 Cloduus 


diſcover'd, upon 


— 


14 | CAITURRNI A; N a 
Clodiut did not dream of his appearing as Evi- 


dence againſt him, becauſe he was many ways ob- 
bged/to him. His Friendſhip had ſtood Cicero 
in vaſt ſtead during his Conteſt with Catiline, who 
had certainly aſſaulted his Perſon more than once, 
had not Clodius conſtantly been with him, and 

71 him by this means as a Body-Guard: For 

Jodi was a Man that would never ſuffer his 
Friend to be inſulted. A Service ſo conſidera- 
ble, join'd with the firm Friendſhip which had 


always appear d between them, made Clodius high+ 


ly reſent the Prejudice that Cicero did him by 
his Depoſition. . He thought there was a great 
deal of Ingratitude in it ; and hence aroſe thar 
implacable Hatred he always after bore to the 
6) Orator as long as he lived. ee 


ear Terracina, call'd by the 
mans Via Appia, a Tomb, 
and in it the Body of a young 
Woman, floating in ſome 


Liquor not know n- Her Hair] C 


was light, and bound with a 
Sold Buckle; and the look'd 
as treſh as if ſhe; were till a- 
live. At the Foot of this 

Corpſe was a burning aeg 
which went out as ſoon as the 
Air. found its way into the 
Tomb. It appear d by ſome: 

Inſcriptions, that the Bod y had 
lain in this Place 1500 Years ; 
and it was conjectured to be 
that of Tuilia, Ciceros Daugh-: 


ter. It was carry d ta Rome, H 


and expaled in the Capitol, 
where People crowded to ſee 
it; but ſome Over credulous 
amagining it muſt be the 
_ Corpſe ot a Saint, becauſe it 
Was not corrupted the Pope 
order d it to be caſt into 
'Tybey in the Night. y | 
( cladius having conceiv- 
ed an implacable Hatred a- 
gainſt Cicero, procured him- 


ſelf to be elected a Tyizune of 
the People, on purpoſe to be 
revenged on the Orator. In 
effect, he -baniſh'd him the 
Zity, ſet Fire to his Houſes 
both in Town and Country, 
ſold his Furniture by Auction, 
and gave him all the Vexa- 
tion that was poſſible. Cicero 
retired to Dyrrachium, where 
he was very honoutably treat- 
ed, and tarry d till Milo was 
choſen a' Tribune of the Peo- 
ple, and recall'd him, and o- 
enly eſpouſed his latereft. 
Now to declare for Cicero, 
was to declare againſt Cledius : 

owever,” Milo being a Man 
of Courage, as well as Qua- 
lity, ſhew'd no Regard tothe 
Humour of one who had ſo 
cruelly perſecuted the moſt 
zealous Citizen of Rome. And 
this was the firſt Occaſion of. 


their Difference; which in 


time grew to a downright 
Hatred, inſomuch that t 


made it their Buſineſs to do 
each other all the Miſchief in 


Ir 


ons "he 


r r ö 


Codius, for the Attempt his Siſter Cloaial 
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Cunſort to j. Casa tf 
It is nevertheleſs. certain, that Cicero was more 


to be pity d than blamed; His Evidence was not 


voluntary, but forced from him by an Autherity 


he had more Reaſon to dread, than even that of the 
= Tribune. His Wife Teremia, a Woman obſtinate 


in her Opinion, and intractable in her Humour, 
obliged him to ĩt. Her Heart was cafe againſt 


upon the Heart of Cicero. This Reman LA Who 
was very beautiful, ſer ſo high a Value upon Cice- 
ro's Merit, who had rais d himſelf to the Degree 


of a Conſul thro' all the leſſer Poſts of Honour, 
and was extremely Popular in Rome, that ſne would 
gladly have made him her Husband But in re- 


for the Conſulate; for then 0 
he vigorouſly oppoſed him, lone) which is in every one's 


dent ſet the City all in a 


che preſent, and ordered him 
to get an exact Information of 


miſſioners out 


to be defended. The Oxator, 


n SRS MFS „er rene rene 


gar this could not be, 
di 


unleſs Terentia were firſt 


vorced., Clodia privately employ d one Tullus, 


their Power, Clodixs was the 
firſt that declared | himſelf, 
and it was when Milo ſtood 


and made his Intereſt for Sci- 

io and Hypſent, the other 
Candidates The two Parties 

ad ſo warm a Struggle, that 
they were like to come to 
Blows. In the midſt of it, 
Cladius returning to Town 
from Aricia, the 3d of Febru-' 
ary, meets upon the Road Milo 
zoing to Lanuvium. Their 
Servants had a Quarrel, which 
drawing in the Maſters alſo, 
a Duel enſued, wherein Clo- 
dius loſt his Lite. This Acci- 


Flame; and the Senate, to 
prevent farther Diſorders, no- 
minated Pompey. Conſul for 


the Affair. Pompey choſe Com- 
all the Or- 
ders in Rome ; and Milo 


his Cauſe into Cicero's Hands, 


who had infinice Obligations, 
to Milo, employ'd the utmoſt 
of his Skill, and compoled that 


admirable | Oration (pro Mi- 


Hands; but his Performance 
in {ing ir, Was reckoned 
to fall ſhort of the Compoſi - 
tion. For Pompey having, do 
prevent Diſorders, ſent atm 
oldiers to the Place where 
the Commiſſioners met, Cicero 
ook Fright, and bis Fears did 
ſo 'confound him, that in his 
Plea he could not ſpeak half 
the fine things he had penn'd; 
and thus Milo was ſentenced | 
to a rigorous Baniſhment. 
Marſeilles was the Place of 
his Exile; where tis report- 
ed that in reading Cicero's 
Works, he met with the Ora- 
tion compoſed in his Defence; 
whereupon he could not hel} 
ſaying, that if Cicero had ſpo- 
ken as it was there written, 
Milo would have had better 


put] Employment than to fiſh ſor 


% yſters at Marſeilles. 


an 


Carronirg.: a 


an intimate Friend both of Cicero und her Bro- 
ther, to manage her Concern. 
E | Terentia had no fooner diſcover'd this: 1 
Negotiation , but ſhe was ſeiz d with a furious 
_» Jealouſy, which render'd her a mercileſs Tyrant 

| in her Family. As ſhe was one that could not ſi- 
lentiy conceal her Paſſion, ſhe made Noiſe enough 

moſt obdurate Patience. Never was 

Vertue put more to the Proof, nor his Phi- 
loſoph better exerciſed. Terentia fll'd the Houſe 
every day with her Complaints; and as Clodia 
was far enough out of her Reach, thoſe about her 
were made the more ſenſible of her Outrage. 
She deſired nothing ſo ardently, as an Opportu- 
nity of revenging herſelf, and was glad 5 that 
which offer d in the Affair of Chdiue: Exerciſing | 
therefore the abſolute Dominion ſhe had gain d 
over the Spirit of Cicero, ſhe made him ap 
againſt her Rival's Brother. It was doubt- 
leſs a great Violence done to the Orator, who 
could not be unmindful of the Obligations he had 
to Clodius,: But Terentia muſt be obey' d; and hap- 
E y was it for him, that he could reſtore Calm i in his 

1.85 upon thoſe Terms. 

Cicero was not however the only Evidence that 


= |; appear'd againſt Clodius. There were Witneſſes of 

| all Ranks, who accuſed him of horrid Crimes ; and 
his ted. A Lucullus ſent a Maid- Sera | 
to depoſe, that Clodius by an abominable Inceſt 
had made his own Sifter Falſe to her ( Huſ- 


band. It is certain thag no body took Clodius to be 
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00 Clodins had chree⸗ Si- 
lies” ; the eldeſt of whom he 
like a Brute debauch'd. Her 
Name was Terentia, and ſhe 
was marry*d to Marcius Rex. 
The Second's Name was Clo- 
dia, Wife to Metellns Celer. 


This 2 0 was __ in  De- 


riſion Quadrantaria : becauſe 


as no'body took her to be cru- 
el, ſne was chowſed by one of 
her Gallants, who inſtead of 
the Silver he had 


"IE Lucullus: 
inuo⸗ 


promis d 
her, ſent her a Purſe of Far- 
things. The youngeſt” mar- 
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ple who declared openly in his Favour. hu 
Repuration triumph over Juſtice ; and L aur, ? 
acquitted, how, plainly ſoever che Charge 
him had been made good. _,._- 


It muſt be on d, that the Senate, to ſalve their 
Honour, had recourſe to Expedients. Moft * Pintare. 
of the Judges gave their Opinions in a very con- "> C. 
fuſed manner; and the firſt Sentence they paſs d o 
upon him was ſo obſcurely worded, thar they were 
obliged to draw up a ſecond to explain it. And twas 
by means of this deſign'd Obſcurity that Clodius 
Cb OO OR TOY 

What ſeem'd moſt Particular in this Affair was; 
that whilſt all Cæſar's Friends and Relations were 
fired at the Wrong done him, he who was the 
Party moft . concern'd appear d very eaſy, and 
ſhew'd. no great Degree of Reſentment. Too 
well inform'd of his Spouſe's Intrigues, he did 
not date them from that Period of Time. He 
had taken Pains to unmask her, and had pro- 
bably learnt more than he defired. Nevertheleſs, 
when he was ſummon'd to make his Complaint, 
he ſhew'd a ſurprizing Moderation. No body 
could imagine the Reaſon of this Conduct in ſo 
Critical a 9 Being interrogated about his 
Wife's Adultery, he anſwer'd, that he knew no- 
thing of it; and becauſe his Divorcement of Pom- 
p?ia was a ſort of Accuſation, he told thoſe who 
ask d him why he had taken that Step, Cæſars 
Wife ought not only to be clear of Crimes, but even f 
Suſpicion alſo. a „ 


” 


He found one of this Character in f Calpurnia, + cee Nite 
Daughter of Lucius Piſo. As Ceſar was already ( 
_— 1 . 4 


„ 


[Suetor.in a Man of Power, he! deſign'd his new Father- 


Ful. Cof. 


Deſcent from Numa Pompilius ſecond King of 


8 


CATI YURN IA, 


in Law to ſucceed him in the Conſulate, an Office 
of great Dignity then very much (1) canvaſs d. 


Cato, the ſevere Cenſor of all ſuch as aim'd at Su- 1 


* 


mand of Armies, the Government of Pro- 


, nh 3 
She came of an illuſtrious Family deriving its 
Rome. Her Beauty was ſet off with a great deal 
of Wit and Prudence, and an Eloquence that 


.. ——_— at —_— | * 


riority in Rome, could not behold this kind of 
Traffick, without Concern. He declaim'd with Ve- 
hemenee againſt the manifeſt Violation of Publick 
Li and told every body he was aſnamed to ſee 
the Car 
vinces, and chief Offices in the State, become the 
Reward of Marriages. This was Cæſar 's laſt. He 
Found in Calpurnia all the Qualities that could at- 


ol Forty-three 


but afterward à new. Office 


(1). The Romans havin ſha-j 
ken off the Tyrannical Yoke 
of Tarquin, they erected Ma- 
giſtrates to exerciſe the Go- 
1 of the Republick. 
Theſe were call'd Conſuls, 
from the Word conſulere, which 
Fade: to take Care, that their 
icles might conſtantly remind 
them of their Duty. There 
were but Two of them: Their 
Office was annual, and gave 

- Supreme Authority to thoſe 
inveſted with it. They were 
not admitted before the Age 
The Conſuls 
were Preſidents of the Coun- 
cil. They had the chief Com- 
mand in the City, in the Ar- 
mies, and the Provinces. The 
were likewiſe call'd Prætors; 


was created under this Name, 
and the tormer. went only un- 


der that of Conſuls. The 


Coaſuls were choſen in the 
Campus Hart us,' and were 


Conſuls was to be ele ded from 


y Twelve Tables is à ſufficient 


do; Pretores, Fudices,Conſules 


taken out of the Patrician Or- 


— 


der till the Licinian Law was 
enacted ; by which one of the 


among the Plebeians. The 
Conſuls were attended by 
twelve Lictors, or Sergeants, 
carrying Axes ty'd up in Bun- 
dles of Rods, ready to ſcourge 
or behead, dates to the. 
Nature of Mens Crimes. He 
that was firſt elected of the 
two Conſuls was call' d Con- 
ſul Major, or Head-Conſul, 
and had the Precedence in 
Rank: The other was his 
Collegue in the Office. The 
Conſuls knew no Perſon above 
them. Their Authority was 
abſolute; and the Law of the 


Proof of their Sovereign Power. 
Regio Imperio duo ſunto, iique 
preeundo, judicando, conſulen- 


appellantur; Militia ſum- 
mum jus habento; Nemint 
Patento; Ollis ſalus Popult 
Romani ſuprema lex efto- 
91 5 would 


| a — 


Conſort to J. Cx s AR. 1 
would compare with the happieſt Orator's. She 
was moreover a true Roman in point of Generoſi- 
ny; and certainly this made her the fitter Wife 

for Czar, who had form'd the vaſteſt and boldeſt 
Project that ever enter'd into the Brains of a 
Mortal, and who aſpired at no leſs than the 525 
Conqueſt of the Univerſe. . 

| She preſerv'd in both Fortunes an Evenneſs of 
Mind, that nothing could ever difturb: As high 

as the Pitch of Glory was, to which Ceſar mounted 
by his Victories and his Triumphs, ſhe was not 

a Jot the more proud or haughty upon it; but 
as long as ſhe liv d, ſhe was always the ſame. | 

It is doubtleſs very rare to meet with ſo much 

Moderation in an exalted State; and it was the 
more commendable in Calpurnia, becauſe in the 
high Poſt ſhe fill'd, every thing ſeem'd to flatter 
her Ambition, and to authorize: her Vanity. 
Her Fortune was extraordinary, as being, the 
ſame with Cæſar' s. That Emperor, by the Capacity 
of his Genius, ſaperior to whatever he toełk in 
Hand, and by the Firmneſs of his Courage, from a 
Roman Senator only, made himſelf Maſter of the 
Roman People. His Arms, which had ſtricken 
Terror into all the World by his numerous Con- 
queſts, became as formidable in Rome itſelf. 
And that Republick, ever jealous of its Liberty ; 
that Republick, which had haughtily given Laws 
to ſo many People, and impoſed the Yoke of Sla- 
very 7 ſo many Nations, was compell'd to bear 
that of one of its own Citizens. 'The Senate, that 15 
awful and venerable Body; that Senate, which 
had lorded it over ſo many Kings depoſed at 
their Pleaſure; that very Senate, I ſay, were made 

Slaves and Tools to Ceſar: All thoſe lofty Heads 
which compoſed it, were forced- to bow and pay 
him Submiſſion, and to decree the moſt auguſt and 
ſacred Honours to the * of their Liberties. 
11d l | | : 2 | 


* Seton. 


Plutarch. 


Vit. Cæſ. 


Florus, 


a J. 4. C. Zo L 


ſolute Power of Lite and Death 


lenſt we have but one Inſtance: 


20 CALPURNITA; 


He was call'd-by the Pompous Title of Father 
of his Country, and declared (m) Perpetual Diftator ; 
a ſupreme Dignity which Ha with all his Power 
and. Authority durſt not hold, becauſe it grew 
odious the very Moment it was propoſed to be 
made Perpetuak A Place was aſſign d to him in 
the Senate, diſtinct from all the others, by its Ele- 
vation and the Richneſs of its Furniture. They 
built before his Palace a ſtately Temple to his 
Honour. They adorn'd his Houſe with a mag- 
nificent Cupola, making it by this ſingular Pri- 
vilege equal to the Temples of the (2) Gods. 
Laſtly, they gave his Name to one of the 
(o) Months in the Lear; placed his Statue among 
+ (m) The Dictatorſhip was to the Dictator, Magiſter equi- 
an extraordinary Office, crea- tum; but he always fought 
ted only upon a preſſing Oc- [on Foot. This Office was but 
caſion, when the Republick | for ſix Months. They would 
Was threaten'd with imminent | not give longer Time to a 
Danger. The Dictator was] Power ſo monſtrous, which 
elected by the Conſuls; and |furniſh'd the Poſſeſſor with 
the Choice was always made | an Opportunity of becoming 
in the Night. He had an ab- | the 1 3 
(n) No private Perſons were 
over all the Citizens. No Appeal allow d to build Domes upon 
lay from his Sentence; or at I their Houſes; it being a Pri. 
vilege reſerv'd for the Tem- 

to the contrary; and that is |ples of the Gods. 
in Livy, who tells us, M. Fa- (so) Romulus, firſt King, of 


bius appeal'd from the Sen- 


tence of the Dictator Papyrius, 
to the Tribunes and the Peo- 
ple: Tribunis plebis appello, 


A . provoco ad populum, The 


Dictator was ſtyled Maker of 
the. People, Magiſter populi. 
All the other Magiſtrates were 


inferior to him; his Orders 
were reſpected as Oracles; 


and the Conſuls themſelves 

_ -. | were his Subjects. Four and 
twenty Lictors march'd before 
him. He was not bound by 


1 


any Law. It was his Buſineſs 


to name the General of Horſe, 
Sho was a ſort ot Lieutenant 


b 


Rome, divided the Year into 
ten Months, beginning with 
that of March, to which he 
gave that Name trom the God 
Mars, whoſe Son he pretend- 
ed to be. To theſe ten Months, 
Numa made the Addition of 
two; but ſtill the Year began 
with that of March. The 
Month of July being the Fifth, 
X was call'd Qyintlis, till, to 
do Honour to Cæſar, it was 
changed to his Name Julius; 
as afterward the ſixth Month 


was call'd Auguſtus in Honour 


to the Emperor of that Name. 


thoſe 


- 


* 
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thoſe of the Gods; and, by an impious and ſa- 
crilegious Flattery, gave him the (p) Apotheofis 
before he was dead. 

Amidſt theſe exceſſive Honours, Calpurnia was 
not forgot; neither did the Senate, who had been 
ſo liberal to Cæſar, ſhew themſelves covetous 
with regard to his Spouſe. Beſide thoſe paid to 
the Emperor, whereof as Empreſs ſne was Par- 
taker, they voted particular Honours to Calpur- 


- 


nia. Flattery was not wanting to her in point of 


Title or of Panegyrick ; for when the Senate, by 
a fervile Complaiſance, had granted divine Ho- 


among the Gods. The prin- 
were theſe : They made an 
Image of Wax reſembling the 


State, the Senators and other 


Days. Atterward, this Image 


Romanum, Songs were ſung 


ſion'd the Ceremony was pro- 
nounced. While this was doing, 


8 


nours to Cæſar, Calpurnia might well have lofty 


Pretenſions 
Yet did not all theſe 


(o) The Apot heoſis was a Ce- 
remony among the Romans, 
when they would place an 
Emperor, an Emprefs, a Hero, 
or any other illuſtrious Perſon, 


cipal Parts of this Solemnity 


Perſon they would deity ; and 
having laid it upon a Bed of 


Perſons of Diſtinction of both 
Sexes went to vilit it for ſeven 


being carry'd to the Forum 


to the Praiſes of the Deceaſed; 
and then it was removed to 
the Campus Martius without 
the City, where the Panegy- 
rick of the Perſon who occa- 


vain Titles, this Power, 


was fill'd with ſmall dry Wood, 
upon which they ſprinkle d 
ſeveral Perfumes. Laſtly, the 
Emperor, aſſiſted by the Con- 
ſuls and other Magiſtrates, ſet 
Fire to the Pile; and as ſoen 
as it was lighted, they let fly 
from the uppermoſt Lory ah 
Eagle if it was a Man that was 
deify'd, or a Peacock if it was 
a Woman. The Bird, bein 
frighted at the Flames, ar d 
on high; and the People ima- 
gined it then carry'd the Soul 
of the Deceaſed among the 
Gods. After the Ceremony, 
a Temple was built to the 
Honour of the new Deity. 
Ar firſt, it was a rare thing to 
_ Immortality to Men : 
hey muſt merit that Honour 
by ſignal Exploits; and even 


the Pontiffs placed the Image 


of a Pile of Wood made into 
fv or ſix Stories, Pyramid- 


aſhign, the Inſide whercot | 


then it was not decreed to 
them till after their Death. 
But when once Flattery had 


of Wax upon the ſecond Story | found Admittance jnto the 
| Breaſts of the Romans, Divine 


Honours were frequently ad- 
judg'd to living Men, 7 
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Sueton. 


Vit. Ceſ- 


upon her Modeſty. No Difference appear d be- 1 
and Calpurnia Wife to Cæſar Maſter of the Uni- 


always genteel and affable: And her Mildneſs and 
 Good-Nature were no leſs conſpicuous in the moſt 


* Plutarc. © 


Clemency and 
ſupportable to a People inured to Liberty, and 


own making, they look d upon Cæſar's Power 
of their own Weakneſs and Indolence. The Se- 


it very hard to ſtoop to an abſolute Authority, 
to obey a Perſon they had formerly known fubject 
to their Orders, and to be reconciled to a ſer- 
_ vile Dependence upon one they thought not at 
all ſuperior to themſelves, except in his boundleſs 


and covering what was perhaps nothing but the 
Diſguff 5 


Publick Liberties, they form a Deſign to ſhake off 
this new Maſter's Yoke, which they could not bear 
without Fretting, and reſolve to put a ſpeedy End 
to Caſar's Power, by putting a Peried to his 


— 


IX _ _ Oar vinN | 
and theſe Honours, ſufficient to corrupt the 
ſtricteſt Moderation, produce a Change in Cal- 
purnia's Temper. She never ſnew'd the leaſt Mark 
of Pride; nor could any Promotion break in 


tween Calpurnia Wife to Cæſar Senator of Rome, 


verſe. Her Deportment was conſtantly the ſame; 


exalted Fortune, than the Greatneſs of Mind 
ſhe afterward ſhew'd when Cæſar was baſely 
murder d. „„ 
The Government of that Dictator, however 
benign, for he ee himſelf chiefly in Acts of 

eneroſity, was nevertheleſs in- 


altogether unacquainted with Servitude. Having 
never felt any greater Weight than Laws of their 


and Advancement to be not ſo much the Re- 
ward of his Merit and Capacity, as an Inſtance 


nate was compoſed of many brave Men, ſeveral 
of whom had commanded Cæſar; and theſe found 


Ambition. They unite their Interefts therefore ; 


Effect of private or of e ea- 


louſy, under the ſpecious Name of Defence of the 


Life, ; 
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Brutus and Caſſius, who drew in many Senators 


rk of the 7 . 

in an Opportunity to put their Deſign in Execution; 

e- and for ſuch they appoint a Day when Cæſar was to 

e, meet the Senate, to propoſe an Affair of Moment. 

1— Calpurnia had ſome unaccountable For of the 

e; Danger that threaten d her, when yet the Conſpira- 

d cy was but in itsBud. She dreamt, that the Dome 

ſt built upon Cæſar's Houſe by a ſolemn Decree of = 
d the Senate, fell down and cruſh'd him to Death 


in her Arms. This frightful Dream broke off V- Mar. 
her Reſt; and being yet half alleep, ſhe heard“ omni. 
her Chamber-Doors fly open of themſelves, with 
a terrible Noiſe. Calpurnia, tho not rſti- 
tious, was very much ſtartled. Her Tenderneſs : 
for Cæſar made her apprehend. the Accompliſh- 
ment of her fatal Dream; and ſhe well knew 
there was too much ground for her Fears. But— — 
her Concern was beyond all Expreſſion, when ſne 
found the Emperor obſtinate in his Reſolution to 
go to the Senate, notwithſtanding the different 
| Warnings given him of the Danger; ſor he had 
received Letters from ſeveral Hands, aſſuring him 
that there was a Deke againſt his Life, and advi- 
ſing him to beware of the Idesof March, or it would 
rove a fatal Day to him. Totheſe Preſages, ſeem- 
ingly of Weight enough in themſelves, Calpurnia 
join d her Tears, and Caſar's Friends their Intrea- 
ties: And they fancy d they had made ſome Impreſ- 
ſion upon him, when he balanced whether he ſnould 
meet the Senate that Day, or put it off to ano- 
ther. The Buſineſs was Snly to propoſe an Ex- 
pedition againſt the Parthinns; and beſide, he was 
g not very well. At laſt he reſolv'd therefore to 
diſmiſs the Aſſembly, and was ſending Mark An- 
| thony upon that Meſſage, when Decimus Brutus, 
| ſurnamed Albinus, came to tell him, the Senate 
was met in purſuance of his Order, and waited 
| C 4 only 
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24 CAITUR NIA, 
only his Arrival to declare him King of all che 
Provinces of the Empire; and to authorize him 
to wear the Enſigns of that Dignity; that it would 
betray an intolerable Weakneſs to regard a Wo- 
man's, Dreams; and that to ſend home the Se- 
ors without meeting them, and at leaſt re- 
ing them Thanks for their good Intention, 


wauld ſavour too much of Pride and Diſdain. 


It Theſe, perfidious Arguments ſoon determin'd 
Cz/ar's wavering Mind; and he was ſurprized 
into it with the leſs Diffidence, becauſe Brutus 


Albinus had a tliouſand Obligations to him. Thus 
did the Emperor, tho of admirable; Sagacity, pur- 


ſue his Deſtiny upon the Credit of Brutus, and 
went to the Senate along with that falſe Friend. 
He was got but a very little way from his owr 
Houſe, when an unknown Slave attempted tt 
ſpeak to him; but not being able ta get thro! 


the Crowd, he haften'd to Calpurnia, and begg'd-: 


ſne would detain him till the Emperor came 
nome, becauſe he had Buſineſs of the laſt Im- 


portance to communicate to him. 


Another Perſon, either more zealous, or more 


buſtling than the Slave, puſn'd thro the Crowd, 


 anddeliver'd into Caſar's Handl a Paper, contain; 


ing the whole Secret of the Conſpiracy, an 


-preſs'd him to read it immediately, becauſe he 


would find ſomething which very nearly concernꝭd 
him. He began ſeveral times to read it, but 
was conſtantly mterrupted by the Crowd of 
Peeple about him, who dinn'd his Ears with their 


different Affairs. Cæſar therefore, abandon'd to 


his Ruin by a diſmal Fatality, enters the Senate - 
Houſe, amidſt the Miſcreants who had enticed him 


thither on purpoſe to ſacrifice him to the Pub- 
lick Liberty, which they pretended he had inva- 


ded; but in Truth, to offer him up a.Victim.ta 


of 
| 
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Conſort to J. Cx SAN —— 
It was doubtleſs very unhappy for Cæſar, that 


m Mark Anthony did. not attend him to the Senate- 
d. BR Houſe. Far from being concern'd in the Plot, 
e was a faft Friend of Czſar's, and as ſuch would 


certainly havedefended him. (ꝗ) Brutus well fore- 
ſaw this; and therefore ſtopt him deſignedly at 
the Door, as if he had ſome important Secret to 
communicate to him, whereas he only detain d 
him to give Time to his Accomplices to ſtrik 
the Blow: And his Artifice ſucceeded. 0 
Cæſar was hardly fat down, when the Conſpi- 
rators came about him, pretending to do him 
Honour, Cimber gave the Signal by taking him 
by the Robe; at which the others drew near, 
Caſca ſtabb d him with a Dagger; and immedi- 
ately they all ſurrounded him with naked Swords. 
Cæſar defended himſelf for ſome time: But 
when he ſaw Marcus Brutus with his Sword drawn 
among the reſt ; Brutus, upon whom he had heap'd; 
ſo many Favours; Brutus, of whoſe Pretenſions he 
had been a conſtant Supporter; Brutus, for whom 
he had ſo particular a Tendernels, and who was 
Dear to him upon more than (r) one Account: 
(4) It is by many believ'd 
however, that Mark Anthony 


þ 
Y 
, 


coſt him 1 30 000 Crowns, Ser- 
vilia was ſuſpected of carrying 


was 1n the Secret of the Con- 
{piracy againſt . Ce/as's Life. 
*Tis even reported, that Tre- 
bonius told it him in Confi- 
dence, when they went to 
meet Cæſar on his Return from 
Spain : That it is true, Mark 
Ant hony would not be con- 
cern'd with them; but that 
he was Faithful enough with 
egard to the Secret, to keep 


it from Ceſar. 
' (r) Servilia, Brutus's Mother, 
was, of all Ceſar's Miſtreſſes, 
the Woman he loved with the 
pro Affection. He made 


er a Preſent of a Pearl, which 


£ 
* 


her Acknowledgments too far, 
and of conceding all that Cæſar 
could askx. Hence Brutus was 


1 look d upon by the 


p omans as the Fruit of their A- 
mours. Nevertheleſs, he join'd 
in the Conſpiracy againſt 
Ceſar, who loved him very 
tenderly, and had done him a 
thouſand. Kindneſſes. His In- 


ratitude is no otherwiſe excu- 
able, than upon the Score of 
Love for his Country's Liber- 
ties, over which Ceſar tyran- 
nized : But this Zeal for his 
ountry did not acquit him 


in che Sight of all 


the World, 
Then 


— 


— — ä —— — 
= — - 


the Comman 
revenge the Death of her Illuſtrious () Conſort. 


Write under it thele Lines 


1 CAIPUANIA ; 
Then he wrapt himſelf in his Cloak; ax 4 
to him in the moſt Affectionate Strain, How, Son 


Brutus! Are you among the Aſſaſſins? Theſe were 
his laſt Words, with which he expired upon the 


Spot, being ſtabb' d in no leſs than three and 
* 3 twenty — Ling And thus, ſays an * Hiſtorian: 
mw 2. he who had fill'd the Univerſe with the Blood o 


his Fellow- Citizens, now fill'd the Senare-Houſe 
wath his own Blood. | 


This Parricide, as it threw che City into the 


8 mn Diſorder and Confuſion, ſoit affected Cal- 


purnia with an inconſolable Sorrow. She pad 
on this Occaſion the Tribute of Tears and Sighs 
which was due to the Merit of ſo great a Man; 
and beſide thoſe mournful and domeſtick Tokens 
of her Grief, ſhe gave the moſt publick and gla- 
ring Evidence of her Eſteem for him, by pronoun- 
cing his Funeral Panegyrick in the Roſtra, with 
an Eloquence and Politeneſs admired by all the 
World. Indeed, ſhe did not load her Arms with 


_ a Caſe of Knives, to take away her Life: True 
Affection does not require ſuch violent Methods. 


Calpurnia's was very generous, but not ſavage. 


She heartily bemoan'd herſelf, and faid, Nothing 


could make up to her the Loſs of fo Great a 
Man. Thus did Calgurnia, without 3 


Throat or Hanging, bid Adieu to all the Pleafures 


of 5 and ſpend the reſt of her Days in Sorrow 
and Mourning at Mark Anthony's Houſe ; who had 
* of her Treaſure, to enable him to 


The Author of the Diſtick un- Dum Bruti effitiem Sculptor 


der Byutus's Head in the Great | de marmore ducit, 
| of Tuſcany's Gallery did bs mentem ſceleris venit, 
not approve of this Conſpira- O abſtinuit. | 


tor's Action. That Head is 6 The Family of the Cal- 
the Work. of the famous' Mi- | purnians was very ancient 


. chael Angelo, who began it, and honourable. Some derive 
but leſt it unfiniſhed ; which it from Calpus, Son to Numa 


gave Occaſion to ſome Poet to | & 7 W arty lays this in 
many ls : 
Nan 


„ 4A - << 5=E uſer 


5 N q d S. 


1 
"+ 


eſt, 
| Ut m 4 Calbe nomen 


Trugi, which ſignifies Men 1 


ſome Authors pl 


. 
— 


Nam quid memorare ;necſſe [ 


"Cal urnia ducat *' 
Ti Hani was divided 
Boats... „one of which 


bore the glorious Surname of 


Worth: e Surname of P; 
was mon to them both. 
Calpurnius Piſo, Father to our 
Calpurnia, was Conſul in the 
Year ot Rome 


Conſort to]. O81 An: 


72 
1 Wo 
8 We 


753; wherein | Þ 
ace the Burth gf | 


27 
l * | 4 


JESUS CHRIST.- Cath urnia 
entruſted Mark Anthony with 
"Ceſar's Money and his Papers. 
Before we leave her, it may 


ck Lady ts to remark, that this 


y was not the ſame Cal- 
urnia Of Rome, who bei 
allow'd to plead her ownCaulſe, 
betray' d 70 much Heat and 
Fury, as gave ground for an 
Edict whereby her Sex was 
for ever after reſtrain'd from 
Pleading. 


x | £ * 
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PF all the Roman Empreſſes, Livia 
may be ſaid to have done moſt Ho- 
4 nour to the Dignity, and to have 
beſt ſupported her Character. Au- 
g guſtus himſelf owes Part of his — 
1995 _ to her; ſince he conſulted her upon the moſt 
1 E 5. difficult and important Occaſions, and frequently 
follow'd her Advice. She was Daughter to Livius 

ZEA Druſus Calidianus, who being of the number Pro- 
1 445. ſcribed by the Fury of the Triumvirate, f went 
* precipitately into the Meaſures of Brutus and 
4 Vell. Pa- Caſſius, and afterward deſtroy d himſelf in cold 
. Hiſt. Blood, to avoid falling into the Hands of Mark 
TP 7 Anthony and Auguſtus, upon the Loſs of the Battle 

of Philipp. WES = 

The Family from which Livia was deſcended, 

ü was beyond Contradiction one of the moſt Lluftri- 
7 ous in Rome, || Her Origine was even more anci- 
liar, ent than the City itſelf, None has made a better 


Figure 


; 


Claudius s. 


(a) To underſtand what is 
meant by the Patrician Fami- 
lies, you muſt know Romulus 
pick d out the moſt eminent 
and ſubſtantial Men of Rome, 
and ſeparated them from the 


= - reſt of the Citizens. As the 
were conſiderable for their 


Wiſdom and Diſcretion, no 


leſs than for their Riches, be 


gave them the venerableName 
of Fathers; and the reſt had 
the ſingle Appellation of Peo- 


- ple. The Deſcendents of theſe 
Fat bers were call dPatricians. 


Afterward, this ſame King 
choſe 100 trom /among the 
Fathers, of whom he compo- 
ſed the Senate; and from a- 


mong the other Families, both 
Patrician, and Plebeian, or of 


the People, he took zoo, and 


der, between the Senate and 


People, ro wit, the Equeſtrian, 
or that of Knights. Thus were 
the Romans divided into Sena- 


tors, Knights, and Pleſeians. 
If any of the Patrician Order, 


erected them into a third Or- 


But beſide the Dignity of her Birth, + Livid's 
Beauty was not to be match'd in all Rome., She w 
a Lady of prodigious Parts, cultivated by Learn- 


Livia Druſilla, Conſort to Auguſtus; 29 
Figure in Hiſtory, either for the great? Perſona- Kesten 
ges it produced, or for the conſtant Adherence 
of the (a) Patrician Family of the Claudius s, ex- 
if cept Publius Clodius, to the Senate againſt the 
people, whom they always, treated with Contempt 
and Diſdain, and even with Inſolence. It was 
from this Family of the Claudius s, that Calidianus 
ſprung ; and it was only by. Adoption that h 
belong d to the Livian F amily, whence he too 
the Name of Livius, and his | 
Livia; the other of Druſilla being derived 
from Druſus, a Name well known among the 


Daughter that of 


a Knizht, was qualify'd to 
be a Knight, he was made a 
Knight. So likewiſe thoſe of 
the Equeſtrian Order, who 
had the Qualifications requi- 
ſite in a Senator, were made 
Senators : And thoſe even of 
Patrician Families, who were 
neither Knights nor Senators, 


were neceſſarily obliged to re- 
main Plebeians; for to riſe 


from one Degree to another, 
a Man muſt have certain Fa- 
culties, beſide a clear Reputa- 
tion. Hence it is evident, that 
there were three ſorts of Pa- 
tricians and Plebeians: Patyi- 
cians and Plebeians that were 
Senators, Patricians and Ple- 
beians that were Knights,and 
Patricians and Plebeians amon 

the Vulgar, which was regu- 
lated according to the Bulk of 
each Man's Eſtate. When the 
Senate met, the Fathers were 
ſummon'd by an Uſher, and 
the People were call'd to Pub- 
lick Audience by Sound of 
Cornet, "I 


| 


who was neither a Senator nor 


: 4 


| ing, 


ZE 


ber. 


c. 1. & 2 · 


e f Tacit. 
Annal. 3. 
c 1. 


+ Vell Pad 
terc. Hifte 
48 lih.2 
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* Macrob. 
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+ Soc. 
de Clem. 


— 


8 ell. Pa- pleaſed to 5 honour that of Tiberius with the 
= 2 Hiſt 
Ii. 2. 


CEP 


. I, ; 


to the Sacrifices. 


30 
' ing, and capable of the mit prong and refined 


rious Diſ- 


not allowable 
Infancy. 


ſo generally admired for his — that Julius 
Ceſar, who was a good Judge of 


(i) The pontificate was one 
of the moſt conſiderable Offi- 
ces in Rome. The Pont. ff 


were firſt appointed by King 


Numa Pompilius, to preſide in 
the Publick Ceremonies. They 
had the Care of whatever re- 
garded Religion and the 
Wor hip of the Gods. They 
watch'd over the Safety, the 
Liberty, and Fortune of the 
Citizens. They decided all 
Cauſes wherein the Worſhip 
of the Gods was concern'd, 
They enacted Laws in relation 
es. They were 
under no Perion's Subjection, 


f ö 
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Politicks. Her Apprehe 9 
tle, her Diſcernment juſt, her Manner ſprightly 
and delicate. She had a nice Taſte, and ſo deep 
a Penetration, particularly in taking the right 
Clue in any tickliſh Affair, that f Auguſtus, when 
4 he became acquainted with it, never held a ſe- 
Lourl ſe with her, but he enter'd it in 
4 > wage his Journal. On the other hand, ſhe was'+ am- 
in A. bitious, haughty, and proud; and ſhew d herſelf, 
in all her Carriage, a true Deſcendent of the 
Claudi an Family. Her Severity was nevertheleſs 
free from Rudeneſs or Ill- Nature; for tho ſhe | 
Faualued herſelf upon the ancient Rigour of the 
| Tacit. Republick, || ſhe knew well how to ſoften it by 
Annal. 3. abundance of Civility, and by an Air of Freedom 
in Women when Rome was in its 
Such was Livia, when given in Marriage to 
Tiberius Claudius Nero, who was alſo of the Clau- 
dian Family: A Man of excellent Learning, and 


) Pontificate, and to conferr upon him the Com- 


3 


on was quick and ſub- 


n 


= ol 


Merit, was 


\ 


and were accountable for their 
Conduct, neither to the Senate 
nor the People. When they 
were hrſt infiituted,there were 
but Four of them, taken from 
the Order of Patricians. Af- 
terward, Four more were ad- 
ded, of the Equeſtrian Order ; 
and laſtly, Sy!!z augmented 
their Number with Seven more: 
So that theſe Fitteen Pontiffs 

compoſed a Body which was 
call'd the College of Pentiffs, 
wherein the Senior preſided 
and was call'd the Chief Pomiff, 
As ſeveral Privileges were an- 


nex'd to this Dignity,” there 
mand 


4 


Rev. 


. wen W 32>, VV Oo ww. 


the ſignal Services he had done the Rupublick 
ohilſt he commanded the Fleet in the War of © © 
Alexandria, which was decided by a great Victo- 
ry obtain d by Ceſar, and owing in a great mea- 
W ſure to Tiberius Nero. (eh yi e 


that of its Tyrant; 


Conſort to Au us xrus. 


 egr- 
mand of the Colonies he ſent to Arles, Narboune, 
and other Towns of Gaul, in Conſideration of! Sete. 


in Tibers 


This Marriage ſoon proved Fruitful. Livia 


3 was with Child, and conceived” ſo great a Joy 


upon it, as nothing could moderate, but the Fear 


that it was not a Boy; which ſhe wiſh'd with all 
the Paſſion common to new-marry'd Women. 
She try'd all the Methods ſhe could hear of, to 
diſcover whether her Deſire would be anſwer d. 
Her Curioſity well ſuited with her Age; and tis 


reported of her, that ſhe once took an || Egg from || P. 
under a Hen that fat, and kept it ſo warm in 4. 10. c. 55. 


her Hand or her Boſom, that at laſt out peeps 
a Chick with a ſurprizing Comb, which ſhe look 


upon as a ſure Preſage of her having a Male 
Child. The Event anſwer'd' her Expectation. 


She was deliver'd of Tiberius Claudius Nero, whoſe 
Infancy was attended with ſo many Diſafters. 
And this Piece of Hiſtory tending very much 
to illuſtrate that of Livia, it will not be impro- 
r to relate it here as ſuccinctly as poſſible. 
When Julius Cæſar was aſſaſſinated in full Senate, 
as we have ſaid before, People flatter d themſelves 
that | Rome would ſee an End of its Slavery in 


| But his Death, on 
the contrary, proved the fatal Seed of everlaſting 
Diſcord and Diviſions, and the Ground of a War 


worſe than Civil. Empires have doubtleſs their 


was generally a great deal of | of this Office, till it was abo- 
Buſtle and Canvaſling for it. | liſhed in the Reigu of Theo- 
Moreover, the -Emperors got | doſius. | | | 
Admictance, and were proud A ICE 


* F 4 
+4 4 i, ? < 
* 


Meton, 
4 in Tiber. 


Florns, 
d that the Republick 15 * 
would find its Liberty ſpring from the Blood of 
the Man who had invaded it. 


_ ver Po. 
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Fate, as well as Men. Rome was arrived at the 
higheſt Pitch of Glory and of Grandeur, to which 
it was poſſible for it to arrive; and it muſt there- 
fore, according to the Viciſſitude of Human Af- 
fairs, now fall back again into its primitive State, 


and ſubmitt to the Chains from which it had ſo 


of 


gloriouſly freed itſelf. . 
Mark Anthony, General of Julius Cæſar s Troops, 
and Octavius Cæſar, afterward ſtyled Auguſtus, 
adopted Son and Nephew to that Emperor, re- 
ſolv d to revenge his Death; each for particular 
Motives, which however tended to the fame End, 
and were indeed” the Seal of their Ambition. 
Mark Anthony was actually inveſted with the Con- 
ſulate, a Dignity which gave him an abſolute Au- 


thority. Some of his Family alſo enjoy d the beſt 

Offices in the State; one of his Brothers being 
a Tribune, and the other a Prætor. -Fluſh'd with 

his own Power, and the Intereſt of theſe Gentle- 


men, he fancy'd he might do what he pleas'd; 


and in this blind Preſumption he demanded the 
Government of (c) Ciſalpine Gaul, conferr d by 

Caſar upon Decimus Brutus, who was afterward 

one of his Murder eres. 
But Anthony did not find Poſſeſſion ſo eaſy to 

come at, as he imagined. His Ambition was 
dreaded in the Senate; who had therefore no In- 
clination to feed it, by entruſting him with a 
| Government of ſo great Importance. Brutus 
on the other hand was look d upon as a Man 
acting in Defence of the Republick. It was noe 
forgot, that Rome owed its firſt Liberty to one of 
bis (d) Anceſtors. They knew that Love of the 


(O Ciſaldine Gaul was what ( (a) Funins Brutus, Son of 
we now call Lombardy,which | Tarquinia, Siſter to Kin Tar- 


is a Part of [taly, ſituate | be- | q43ntheProud,ſecing that cruel 
Prince put the principal Citt- - 


tween the Alpes and the Apen- 
ning, on both ſides of the Ri- rens to Death, becauſe he ap- 


Coun- 


ae a.a e 0c od AM 


prehended ſome Danger from 


23228 


* 


* 
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Country was a Vertue hereditary in his Family; 
and there was no Reaſon for removing Brutus from 
his Government, to conferr it upon Anthony. It 
was done notwithſtanding; in pure Reſpect to 


them, counterfeited the Fool, 
on purpoſe to become contemp- 
tible, and avoid giving Unea- 
ſineſs to that ſuſpicious King. 
Neyertheleſs,it appear d by the 
Sequel, that this pretended 
Folly was an Act of the high- 
eſt Wiſdom in Funius. For 
Titus and Arunx, the King's 
Sons, going to Delphos by their 

Father's Order, to conſult the 
Oracle, upon Occaſion of a 


Lows, that had happen'd at 
they obliged their Couſin 


Rome, 
Brutus to give them his Com- 
pany, with no other deſign 
than to make Sport of him. 
Aſter they had done with their 
Queſtions concerning the Pro- 
digy, they ask d the Oracle in 
a Jeſting way, which of them 
ſhould ſucceed their Father 
Tarquin ? And the Oracle 
having anſwer d, That the 
young Prince who ſhould firſt 
give his Mother a Kiſs, ſhould 
ſoon be veſted with the Su- 
preme Authority; they con- 
cluding the Prediction could 
affect none beſide themſelves, 


reſolved to draw Lots which | 


of them ſhould firſt ſalute 
their Mother. Brutus on the 
other hand had no Regard to 
the Literal Senſe of the Words, 
but fancy d there muſt be 
ſomewhat Myſterious in them. 
So making as it he fell, he 
gave the Earth a Kiſs, which 
15 the common Parent of Man- 
kind. The Oracle was veri- 
fy'd in his Favour: For Sextus 
Tarquinius, another of the 
King's Sons, having baſely de- 
filed the Bed of the Senator 
Collatinus, by doing Violence 


to his Wife Lucretia, and 
eur, e in Spight of the 
brave Reſiſtance made * that 
chaſte Lady; this deteſtable 
Vice did ſo incenſe the Romans, 
that they took up Arms under 
the Guidance of Brutus, who 
animated them to revenge the 
crying and irreparable Injury 
done to Collatinus, and made 
them promiſe upon Oath, never 
more to bear the Sovereignty 
of Kings. In ſhort, Tarquin 
and his whole Family were 
driven from Rome; and the 
Supreme Authority was veſted 
in two Magiſtrates call'd Cou- 
ſuls. Brutus was the firſt Man 
they caſt their Eyes upon, to 
fill this high Dignity-; and it 
was plain by his Conduct, that 
they were not deceived in 
their Choice of him, to defend 
that Liberty of which he was 
the Author. He maintain'd 
the Intereſts of this new Re- 
publick with ſo ardent a Zeal, 
made the People ſo ſenſible ot 
the Sweets and Advantages of 
Independence, and gave ſo 
many Inſtances of Love to his 
Country, that when he died, 
the Roman Ladies woreMourn- 
ing for him above a Year, and 
a Statue was erected to his 
Honour in the Capitol. His 
Memory was always held in 
reat Veneration at Rome. 
he Birth of the Republ ick 
was look'd upon as his Work. 
And therefore, when Fulius - 
Ceſar had poſſeſs d himſelf of 


the eee , theſe Words 


were one day found written 


under Brutus's Statue: Would 


| to God thou waſt butralive ! 


A uguſtus, 
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Auguſtus, whom they were loth to mortify, by 
refuſing him the firſt Favour he had ever ask d. 
Indebted to Auguſtus for ſo ſignal a Service, 
Mark Anthony ſhould have given him ſome Token 
of his Gratitude: But other Conſiderations pre- 
Horus, vail'd over thoſe of Requital. * Stung with Jea- 
louſy, and enraged at Czſar's declaring Auguſtus 
his next Heir, in prejudice to himſelf, he reſolv'd 
to croſs him in all his Deſigns, to give them a 
Vicious turn, to put falſe G es upon his Acti- 
ons, and thus to render him ſuſpected in what- 
| ever Step he took. Nay, the more effectually to 
ell. Pa- f ruin him in the Opinion of the Senate, and to 
1 make him as odious as poſſible, he charged him 
with Crimes of the deepeſt Dye, and went ſo far 
I Sneton. as to || accuſe him of an Attempt to murder him. 
„ Aug« + Mark Anthony's Malice was too notorious for 
Auguſtus to be ignorant of it; who, tho very 
young, was ſenſible he ought always to be upon 
his Guard againſt a Man he had ſo much Reaſon” 
to be diffident of. Perſuaded therefore that An- 
thony was the Enemy whoſe perfidious Practices 
he had the greateſt Occaſion to fear, he reſolv'd 
to break off all Correſpondence with him; and 
in order to put it out of his Power to hurt him, 
he even undertook the Ruin of his Party. He 
began to conſider, that the Government of Ciſal- 
pine Gaul inveſted the Perſon that had it with 
very great Advantages; and that it was conſe- 
quently his Buſineſs to prevent Authom's taking 
| Poſſeſſion, tho the Poſt had been conferr'd upon 
him. Hereupon he courts the Friendſhip of Bru- 
tus yet in his Government, and adviſes him upon 
no Account to reſign to Anthony. Farther, to 
take away from him all ground of Diſtruſt, and 
convince him that what he had done proceeded 
from a Spirit of Candor and Sincerity, he ſent 
him Ammunition to Modena, whither he was re- 
tired, together with Supplies of Men and Money; 
e 5 leaving 


more Succe 
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leaving it to another Opportunity to rever 

Caſar's Death; on dl an ie 4a rhbg 

The Year of Mark Anthony's Conſulate being 
expired, the Senate met to chooſe new Conſuls, 
and to conſider of proper Precautions againſt the 
dangerous Views of that ambitions Roman, with 

whom they were as little pleas'd, as with his Col- 

legue Dolabella. Cicero, that renowned Orator, 

who was unqueſtionably. the Firſt in Reputation 

and Authority in the Senate, declaim'd with Ve- 
hemence againſt Autheny, with whom he had been 

at Variance for ſome time. Never did his Elo- 
quence . its Colours with greater Art, or 

S. Back d with the F riendſnip of 

Auguſtus, who had committed his Affairs to him, 

and whoſe Arms and Credit baniſh'd his Fears, | 
* he drew the Picture of his Enemy with ſo much + Philip 
Artifice, cunningly exaggerating the Vices of that fic. 2. 
ambitious General, and deſcanting upon all his 
Foibles, that a Man would imagine he ſaw in An- 

thony an Abſtract of all ſorts of Crimes. Never 

did Cicero employ his Perſuaſive Faculty to better 
Advantage ; for after having cenſured the Life . 
of Mark Anthony, and expoſed all his Actions on 

the Faulty fide, he found means ſo effectually to 
convince the Senate, that the fatal f Conſequen- + Eutrop: 


ces his haughty Government had already produ- 4e £e/#i 


; R D 
ced, were only a Prelude to what they were toj;. 7. 


expect, that Mark Anthony was declared an Enemy 
to the Republick, by a Decree which gave him 
enough of Uneaſineſs to oblige him to quit Rome, 
where he could not think himſelf in Safety. 

Anthom, however, was not deſtitute of Friends, 
who endeavour'd to clear him of the Crimes laid 
to his Charge, tho' their Efforts were vain. Cicero's 


b. 7. 


Eloquence was Victorious; and || the Senate had !| Vell. Pa- 


conceiv'd ſuch a Prejudice againft Authom, that Dio. 


they order'd him to lay down his Arms. On 4 
his 9 Refuſal to do this, Auguſtus and the Con- Vin. 


orius 
2 7 ſuls 8 


_ - he 
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ſuls Hirtius and Panſa were commiſſion'd to give 
him Battle before Modena, which Place he had 
beſieged. The Good Cauſe triumph'd : | Anthony's 
Army was defeated; and he was forced to ſave 
his Life by an ignominious and precipitate Flight. 
The Siege was rais d; and the Senate had no 


other Loſs to regrett, than that of the two Con- 


ſuls, ſnatch'd, as one may ſay, from the very 
Arms of Victory; who Ader having diſcharged 
their Duty, were kill'd in the Fight, (e) Authors 
differing about the Manner. ie 


* 


Auguſtus did not reap all the Fruit he expected 


from this Victory. Pompey's Party, which was 
very numerous, took freſh Courage upon the De- 
feat of Anthony, whom they hated for the Share 
he had in the Ruin of Pompey the Great. But 
as Auguſtus was no leſs odious to them, becauſe 
being Adopted Son and Heir to Julius Caſar, 
they knew he muſt alſo be an Hereditary Enemy 
to the Poſterity of Pompey, they caball'd together 
how to trick him out of the Recompence of his 
Labours. Nor yet were they to ſeek for plauſible 
Reaſons: But above all, the Publick Good ferv'd 
as a Veil to cover their Private Reſentment. 


Trey ſhew'd of what dangerous Conſequence it 


was, to raiſe a Man too high; that by this means 

Hight in time become Powerful enough to 
lord it over the Republick; that Auguſtus, under 
the tair Pretence l protecting the City, deſign d 


nothing ſo much as Tyrannizing there; and that 


(e) After the Battle of Mo- he had poiſon'd that Gentle- 
dena; it was reported at Rome, | man's Wound, to make his 
that Arguſtus had contrived | Court to Auguſtus. Many be- 
the Deaths of the two Conſuls | liev*d that Auguſtus himſelf 
Hirtius and Panſa, that he | kill'd Hirtins in the Heat of 
might be ſole Commander of the Fight; and if ſome alledg' d 
the Armies. Panſa's Death eſ- that Auguſtus was uncapable 

ally look d fo ſuſpicious, 


cat Glycon the Phyſician was ; ſaid there was nothing inere- 

arreſted by Order ot the Senate | dible of a Perſon of his pro- 

upon their Apprehenſion that | digious Views and . 
APY 


ot ſo foul an Action, others 
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i the Senate underſtood their true Intereſt, they 
would guard on all ſides againſt a Man, who as 


ſurely inherited Cæſar s Ambition, as he did his 


Name and his Fortune. Theſe Arguments made 
ſuch an Impreſſion in the Minds of the Romans, 
that a Triumph was decreed in Honour of Brutus 
only, without any Mention of Auguſtus, to whom 
they moreover refuſed the Conſulate, tho' he af - 
terward obtain'd it by the Management of Cicero. 
Auguſtus was extremely ſurprized to find the 
vaſt Expectations his Victory had given him, fo 
ſcurvily anſwer'd. He charged the Senate with 
Ingratitude ; urged that Brutus was only an idle 
Spectator of the Fight, whilſt he had expoſed his 
Life as much as the meaneſt Soldier, and run a 
thouſand Hazards in the Service of the Repub- 


| lick; and yet, that they had, by an unaccounta- 


ble Decree, given Brutus that Honour which he 
could not help thinking he was robb'd of. This 
Proceeding of the Senate he could by no means 
digeft ; but reſolv'd to do himſelf Juſtice in an 
Affair which to him ſeem'd ſo very unreaſonable. 
He was in this Track of Thinking, when Lepi- 
dus, at the Head of the Army from which Mark 
Anthony retired upon his Defeat, ſnatches the Op- 

rtunity of Auguſtus's Diſcontent which he had 
omewhere heard, and, to bring him to his Bow, - 
adviſes him to beware of a Senate made up of 
Perſons entirely devoted to the Family of Pompey, 
whoſe Memory was ſtill Dear to them; that it 
behoved -him rather to think of revenging his 
Father's Death, than of befriending thoſe who 
had been his Murderers : And finding that theſe 


Arguments had the deſired Effect, he * farther * Vell,Pa- 
terc. Hiſt, | 


propoſed to him to clap up a Peace with Anthony, 
and then all Three to join, and revenge them- 
ſelves upon their Enemies. 2 

„ Auguſtus ſaw his Advantages and Satisfaction 
in theſe Propofals. Lepidus, diſtinguiſh'd by his 
; D 3 Birth, 


3 
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Birth, his Riches, and his Victories, which made 
him formidable to the Senate, had the Command 
of a great Army, and could therefore give a 
prodigious Weight to the Party he eſpouſed. 
Auguſtas knew, that if he made Peace, he ſnould 
have the Forces of that General and of Anthony 
at his Service, to mortify the Senate, by whom 
he thought himſelf ill uſed. And after all, he 
had then neither Troops nor Authority ſufficient 
to compaſs his Deſigns without Aſſiſtance. In 
Compliance therefore with the Times and his own 
Neceſſity, he declares an Oblivion of all the In- 
juries he had receiv'd at the Hands of Mark An- 
thom, and offers him Peace; which is readily em- 

braced. Lepidus, Mark Anthony, and Auguſtus met 
in a ſmall (7) Iſland between Peruſa and Bo- 
logna; where having embraced and given each 
other the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations of a ſincere 
Friendſhip, they form'd the famous Triumvirate 


\ 
. 


tt) The River Labinius, or 

Lavino, waſhes the Territor 
of Modena, between Peru. 
nd Bologna, and forms a little 
71 d, which was 4 . up- 
on by Lepidus for the Place ot 
Interview between Mark An: 
thony and Auguſtus. When they 
Were all three come near the 
Ille, Lepidus, who was the 
Mediater, and in whoſe Pro- 
bity the other Two extirely 

confided, went alone into th 
Iſland; to ſee if no Soldiers 
had hid themſelves there, to 
the end they need not fear 
Surprize. Mean while, Au- 
guſtus tarry'd upon the Bank 
of the River on one fide, and 
Mark Anthony on the other, 
each at the Head of five Le- 
gions under Arms. As ſoon 
as Lepidus had view'd all Parts 
the Iſland, he made a Sig 
5 


f 
pal, by holding up his Cloa 


— 


as had been agreed, for the 
two Generals to advance with- 
out Fear: Whereupon Au- 
guſtus and Anthony left their 
Friends and their Troops at 
the Foot of the Bridge laid 
for this Interview, and march'd 
with equal Paces ta the Mid- 
dle of ts Iſland, Fhere. they 
met. Now to take away all 


ground of | Suſpicion, they 


turn'd out their Pockets, to 
ſhew that they had no Arms 


conceal'd there; and after 


mutual Embraces, they all 
Three ſat down in an open 
Place, that their Men might 
ſee them. Amuruſtas, in Reſ- 


pect to his Dignity as Contul, 


was ſeated in the Middle, 
between Lepidus and Aut hony. 
Their Conferences lafted 
three days, and terminated K 
the fatal Tiiumvirate- 


which 
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which fill'd Rome with Blood. Every. Article of 
this fatal Alliance tended to Cruelty. It was 
reſolv'd, That they Three ſhould take upon them 
the Government of the Republick with a Sove- 
reign Authority: That there ſhould be no more 
Conſuls : That they ſhould have the ſole Diſpo- 
ſal of every thing: That the Provinces and Le- 

ions ſhould. be Prided among them: That War 
mould be declared againſt Brutus and Caſſius - 
And, that all their. Enemies ſhould be deliver'd 


* 


up, to the end that each of them in particular 
might revenge. the Injuries and III-Offices he 
pretended. to have receivd. Laſtly, to render 


this Treaty the more durable, it was agreed, 
That Auguſtus ſhould marry Clodia Daughter-in- 
Law to Anthony, and Daughter to Fulvia by her 
firſt Husband Clodius. 3 
This monſtrous Project being thus concerted, im- 
mediately there appear'd at Rome a bloody Liſt, 
containing the Names of Perſons proſcribed, or 
condemn'd to die, written in Capital Letters, 
Their Number increas'd every day.; and many 
a Citizen, who over Night thought himſelf happy 
that his Name was not inſerted in this terrible 
Catalogue, was convinced of his Miſtake, by be- 
ing dragg'd the next Morning to Execution. It 
was eaſy to add whom they pleas'd ; and thus did 
the Fate of evexy Roman entirely depend on the 
Will of theſe Barbarians. Even the Dignities 
xhich till then were deem'd inviolable, proved 
a bootleſs Aſylum for ſuch as had them in Poſ- 
ſeſſion. Conſuls, Prators, Tribunes, were ſeen 
upon their Knees at the Feet of their Slaves, 
imploring them not to betray them or diſcover 
their Lurking-Places | People were forbid, upon 
pain of Death, to harbour ſuch as were proſcribed, 


or to mourn their Loſs. Pity was made Criminal 


in any that durſt ſhew the leaſt Token of it. 
Far from being indulged the Liberry of Tears, 
3 e * 
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they were not allow d ſo much as a Sigh, the 


Loſs of all that is accounted Dear among Men, 


Sorrow. In a word, to ſuch a Depth of Miſery 
were they reduced, that happy was the Man 
could eſcape the Fury of theſe 


fuſion: Nothing to be ſeen, but Gallows, and 
Death, and Torrents of Blood. Never till now 


was Rome the Theater of ſuch a Tragedy. Now 

return'd the horrible Times of Marius and Sylla's 

| Proſcription. Above a hundred and forty Se- 

1 nators, and two thouſand Knights, were put to 
| | Death, Neither Ape, nor Affinity; neither In- 5 
1 nocence, nor Vertue, nor Friendſhip, were re- 


garded : No Affinity, did I ſay? No, nor Ser- 
vice done. No Condition ſecured a Man from 
the Strokes of theſe Three Tyrants Cruelty, or 


Revenge had perfectly extinguiſh'd Nature. Thus 


Paulus Brother to Lepidus, and Torannius Tutor 
to Auguſtus, proſcribed among the reſt; and that 
they did not loſe their Lives, was owing to the 
Reſpect which the Executioners of the Tliumvirs 


her Streets ſtrew'd with the dead Bodies of her 


ration but receiv d ſome Mark of the Tyrants 
Hatred and their Cruelty in Bloody Characters: 
And every day 
the Heads of 


Romans. 


. 
1 # 
4 
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„„en of” Cioere. there: ee 


laſt Refuge of the Unfortunate ; but after the 
they were forced to make a Sacrifice of their very 
hree Tyrants. 


Rome had never yet made ſo frightful a Figure. 
Nothing was to be heard there, but Noiſe and Con- 


2 r 1 kad and oo * 


their Avarice. The Ties of Blood were too 
weak to ſtop their Rage; in whom the Thirſt of 


were Lucius Cæſar Uncle to Mark Anthony, Lucius 


1 F ury bore them. Never had Rome ſo juſt, ſo 
melancholy an Occaſion to ſhed Tears. She ſaw 


nobleſt Citizens, Scarce a Houſe of any Conſide- 
the Roſtra was new ftain'd with 
the moſt illuſtrious and valuable 
Hut the moſt deplorable and moving Sight of 
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the fineſt Orator the World ever produced, and * 
the moſt zealous Defender that ever the Repub- mY 
lick could boaſt, of its Liberties! + He fell a Sa- f Florus, 
crifice to Anthony's Revenge, againſt whom he had . 4 

ſo often declaim' d in the Senate, with an Elo- 

quence almoſt ever victorious : And now that 
Triumvir was not aſhamed-to buy his Enemy's 

Blood at the Expence of his own, as we may call 
it; for he gave up his Uncle to Augyſtuss Re- 5 
ſentment, for the ſake of having Ciceros Head 1 
in Exchange, Never did Man take greater Plea- 

ſure in the Blood of his Enemy. Anthony would 

have return'd leſs ſatisfy'd, and leſs glorious in 

his on Eyes, from a Battle won, than from the 

Murder of Cicero: Nor could he better expreſs. 

the Weight of Joy he felt upon the Death of 

that formidable Enemy, than by the brutiſh ' 
Pleaſure he was obſerv'd to take in viewing his 

Head, which he order'd to be brought to him, 

that he might be ſure it was the right. Fulvia 

muſt alſo glut her Eyes with that moſt diſmal. 
Spectacle: As ſhe could never revenge her- 

ſelf upon the Man whoſe powerful Invectives 

had ſo often excited the utmoſt of her Wrath and 

Malice, ſhe took into her Hands that lifeleſs ' 

Head, which had ftill ſomething Venerable in it; 

and after having rail'd at it for a while in the 

molt bitter Terms, ſhe gave herſelf the inhuman 

Pleaſure of pricking his Tongue in a thouſand 

Places with her Bodkin, for having ſo often 
r thunder'd in the Senate againſt her Husband, and 
— ſometimes againſt (g) herſelf, Brutal Satiſ- 


ts (e) The Proſeription of Ci- | his Conſent, He even ſtood 
8: cero caus d more Diſpute in the | it out the two firſt days; and 
th Triumv:rate, than any other | upon the third he demanded 

i Article. Anthony would not] in Return the Head of Lucius 
le 72 hearken to an Accommoda- 


a to Ceſar, Uncle to Anthony, not 
tion, unleſs the Death of that dreaming that this Triu mir 


of | Orator was granted him. Le- would inſiſt any longer upon 

wg readily came into it ; | Ciceros Death: But * 
6 but Auguſtus would not give | took Auguſtus at his Word), 
16 | 1 * I 1 \ 4 a F „1 
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with his Brother 


* 


and ſacrificed his own Uncle 
to him, for the ſake of Ciceros 
Head. The Orator, who was 
uintus Ci- 
cero, at his. Country-Houſe 
near Tuſculum, being inform'd 
of the Reſult of the Triu mir, 
Conference, reſolv'd to go to 
Brutus in Macedonia, and 


took his Brother along with 
him. But as they went away 


ina Hurry, they never thought 
of taking Money with thein 


to detray the Expence of their 


Voyage : So that Cicero having 
little about him, and his Bro- 
ther none at all, uintus, as 
younger of the two, weat 

ck to his Houſe for a Sup- 
ply : Where being betray'd 
by his own Servants, both he 
and his Son were kilPd. Cice- 
ro embarqued, and kept the 
Sea for ſome days; but whe- 
ther he was lick, or whether 


he had yet Hopes that Ceſar, 


who had ſo many Obligations 
to him, would not give him 

„ he made the Seamen put 
him on Shoar again, and tra- 
vel'd toward Rome, ſtill un- 
certain what Method to take; 
for he had ſometimes Thoughts 
of meeting Auguſtus in pri- 


vate, and ſtabbing himſelf at 


his Feet. He changed his 
Mind, however, and return'd 
on board, with defiga to re- 
treat to a 1 of 
his near Gaeta. Here he reſted 
but 2 Night; becauſe his Do- 
meſticks judging him to be in 
Danger, obliged him tg depart 


'to the Waves. 


Livia DRUssII II, 
* Hiern. faction! but * imitated ſince by an inceſtuous 

N Princeſs upon the Tongue of the Greateſt among 
re of Men 

Theſe bloody Executions unpeopled Rome. As 
many as judg'd their Lives in Danger, fled the 
City; and Callidianus, the Father of Livia, with- 


* 


| and commit himſelf once more 
His Litter was: 


hardly got two Miles from 
his Houſe, when it was fur- 
rounded by Troops ſentthither 


2 Mark Ant hony, under the 
ommand of Captain Heren- 
nius and Centurion Pompilius 
Lena, the latter of whom Ci- 


cero had formerly defended 


againſt the Charge of Parri- 


cide, which had coſt him his 


Life, but for the Eloquence 
and Protection of the. Orator. 


Not a Servant would diſcover 
where Cicero was; nor is it 
likely the Fellows would have 
found him, had not Philologas, 
lately made Free by Quintus, 
and directed in Literature by 
Cicero himſelt, betray'd his 
Benefactor, and reveal'd the 
Secret of his Voyage and his 
Route. Theſe Satellites had 


not far to run, to come up. | 


with Cicer,'s Litter; Who no 
ſooner heard the Noiſe of 
their Approach, but he order'd 
bis Men to ſtop; and putting 


his Head out ot the Litter, to 
ſee ho they were, Herennius 


in a Brutal manner cut it off, 
and after it both his Hands, 
while the reſt of the Aſſaſſins 
ſhut their Eyes, becauſe they 
would not be Spectators ot ſo 
cruel an Execution. As ſoon 
as Anthony ſaw it was Ciceros 
Head, he * out, He would 
nat trquble himſelt with any 
more Proſcriptions; for that 
now his Revenge was entirely 


| 
drew 


\ 
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drew among the reſt, and went and join'd the 
Party of Brutus and Caſſius: But this did not 
prove to him a Place of Safety. The Triumvirt 
attack d them in the Provinces whither they had 
retired, and proſecuted the War with ſuch Suc- 
: ceſs; that Brutus and Caſſius, who were call'd the 
two Laſt Romans, were entirely routed in the fa- 
mous. Battle of Philippi; upon which they kill'd 
each other, with the Reſolution not to ſurvive 
their Misfortunes. „„ 
We may affirm this to be the expiring Groan of 
the Republick of Rome. The Hope of Liberty died 
with theſe two Generals who had engaged in its 
Defence; and the Laſt day of Brutus was the Firſt 
of Rome's Bondage. © Auguſtus having made a new 
Partition with Anthony, wherein Lepidus, of whom 
they had conceiy'd ſome Jealouſy, had no Share, 
return'd to Rome And Mark Anthony went into 
Afia, to keep the Provinces in their Duty, and 
to chaſtiſe the Kings who had fallen in with the 
Deſigns of their Enemies. 


Separated at the Diſtance-of ſo many Seas and 
Countries, one would have thought it impoſſible 
for them to give Cauſe of Complaint or Diſſa- 
tisfaction to each other: But between two ſuch 
Ambitious Men, the Peace could not be long- 
lived. The natural Deſire of ruling and go- 
verning without Controul, ſoon gave Birth to a 
new Rupture. Auguſtus carry'd his Views too 
far, to bear the Thoughts of a Competitor. Aus 
thony, on the other hand, was as deſirous as the 
other to be Sole Maſter; as if the whole Uni- 
verſe were too little to fill the boundleſs Views - 
of two Men. Thus did their Jealouſy grow up 
with their Ambition, till at laſt it turn'd to Ran- 
cour and Hatred; and then they wanted only a 
plauſible Pretence to ſhew it, and to declare War. 

Fulvia, Mark Anthony's Wife, was the fatal 
Spark that ſet Fire to theſe Combuſtibles. Know- 


ing 


8 
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ing how Nr her Husband lov'd Cleopatrm, 
Queen of Egypt, (bh) whoſe: Beauty made ſo much 


Noiſe in the World; ſhe was ſeiz d with ſuch a 
Fury, as firſt deprived her of her Reſt, and 
ſoon after of her Reaſon. She was not one that 
could think of a Faithleſs Husband with Uncon- 
cern, or bear Contempt with Patience and Im- 
punity. Without Heſitation therefore, ſhe deter- 
min'd to puniſh Mar Anthony's Inconſtancy, by 
putting the very ſame Slight upon him, as ſhe 
- magined he had done upon her. This was to 
carry her Reſentment a prodigious Length; but 
the haughty, the impetuous Fulvia ſhew'd neither 
Reſerve in her Hate, nor Thought in her Re- 
venge. On the contrary, ſne carry'd both as 
far as ever the Rage of Woman could carry 
Auguſtus was the Perſon ſhe fix d her Eyes upon 
to revenge her Husband's Infidelity in the way 
of Reprizal; and without conſidering what might 
be the Conſequences of her Paſſion, ſhe diſclo+ 
ſed. it to him with all the Symptoms of Violence. 
Nay, that her Vengeance might no longer ſleep, 
ſne condeſcended to ſave the Ob je& of her Love 
the Trouble which Cuſtom and Decency required 
from him, and made herſelf the firſt Overture, 
attacking him with Signals of the moſt outrageous 
| Paſſion. But oh the ſhameful Mortification for 
Anthony's Wife! Auguſtus, captivated, no doubt, 
by other Pleaſures, deſpiſes thoſe ſo bluntly 
() Cleopatra, Quorn of E- | which caſt him his Empire and 


gypt, was reckon'd a perfect | his Life. Some ſay, after all 
Beauty ; and -had an nnac- |that Cleopatra had not a real 


countable way of inſinuating 
herſelf with thoſe ſhe had a 
mind to pleaſe. Fulius Ceſar 
fell in Love with her, and 
had a Son by her, named Cæ- 
ſarion. Pompey's eldeſt Son 
was-alſo her Admirer. And 
Mark Anthony afterward en- 


Affection for any of thofe 
Great Perſonages, but was 
much better inclined to Dellizs 
a Friend and Confident o 
Mark Anthony's. She had 2 
Son and a Daughter by' Mark 
Anthony ; who went by the 


joy'd as well as lov'd her; 


nd 


Names of the Sup and ths 
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offer d 
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Pieces at the End of Petro- | tial's &pigrams. 
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offer d him by Fulvia; and to the Contempt adds 
Inſult. He paſſes Jeſts upon Fulvia s Weakneſs, 
ſo much the more inſupportable, as they ſoon ap- 


pear'd abroad in (i) Epigrams, which he took 
care to diſperſe all over the City, giving a con- 


ciſe Account of her nauſeous Behaviour. And 
becauſe ſhe ſhould not think his Inſenſibility pro- 
ceeded from any Scruple upon the ſcore of his 


Marrying her Daughter Clodia, he divorced her, 


and ſent her home with this Meſſage : That he 


. return'd her as good a Virgin as he found her. 


He afterward marry'd Scribonia, Daughter to 
Scribonius Libo, and Widow of two former Conſals. 
It is eaſy to believe what a Rage. Fulvia was 
in, when ſhe came ſeriouſly to confider with her- 
ſelf, and to reflect upon her Weakneſs thus ex- 
poſed, and thus exaggerated by the Contempt 
Auguſtus had put upon it. Her Love now gave 
lace to her Wrath: She breathed nothing but 
Ro and Revenge; ſwore to Auguſtuss Deſtructi- 
on; and wiſh'd nothing ſo ardently as an Op- 
portunity to ſet about it. Her Jealouſy, on the 
other hand, came in to the Relief of her Hatred: 


For, imagining that Anthony, immerged in the 


Pleaſures of Egypt, would never more think of 
her, ſhe judg'd the ſureſt way to wreſt him out 
of the Hands of. Cleopatra, would: be to put him 
under the Neceſſity of coming to make Head 
againſt Auguſtus. Nor was it long before this 
General open'd a Way to the Execution of 
her Project. He had formerly propoſed to divide 
among his Legions, the Lands promiſed them in 


Recompence for their Services; but Fulvia would 


not conſent to it, for fear thoſe Largeſſes ſnould 


alienate the Minds of the Soldiery from Anthony's 5 
Service; and * inſiſted, that that Diftribution 0” 


(i) See the aue ge nix Arbiter; and alſo Mar- 


could 


I 
1 


a 
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could not be made in the Abſence of her Huſ- 


band, whoſe Return they muſt therefore. wait. 


| Auguſtus, whether he would not give Occaſion for 


a Rupture, or whether it was outof Complaiſance 


*Vell.Pa- to Fulvia, left things as they were, and content= 


terc. Hiſt. 


lib. 2. 


1 Dio, 
lib. 48. 
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ed himſelf with amuſing the Troops by fair Pro- 


miſes for a while; but no ſooner had he broke 


with Fulvia, than reſolving not to keep Mea- 
fures with her, he gave the Legions all that they 


deſired. 


This was, as one may call it, Sounding the 
Frumpet to War. Fulvia, who, beſide the Pride 
and Obſtinacy of her Sex, f had a vaſt deal of 
Fire and Spirit, and was to the laſt degree incens'd 
againſt Ceſar, fill d the City with Confuſion. || She 
obliged her Brother-in-Law Lucius Antonius, and 
all her Husband's Friends and Partiſans, to recurr 
to Arms. Nothing was now to be ſeen but Com- 
motion; the whole City divided into Factions; 


and becauſe. that of Auguſtus, animated by the 


Preſence of its Chief, appear'd to be the moſt 
Powerful, thoſe who were = Mark Anthony quitted 
Rome, to join Lucius Antonius, who was retired. to 
Peruſa. Tiberius Nero went |thither among the 
reſt; but when he found that Auguſtus ſtruck 
Terror throughout Zaly, he departed in Haſte, | 
and went. to join Mark Anthony on the fide of 
His Wife Livia was in this Voyage, or rather 
in this Flight, attended with ſo many Dangers': 
For Auguſtus's Troops quarter'd in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Rome, no ſooner heard of Tiberius's 
going off, but they march'd into the Country, and 
made diligent Search for him on all ſides, to ſa- 
crifice him to their Generat's Reſentment ; and 


they purſued: him fo cloſe, that it was impoſſible 


for them to have miſs d him near Naples, had not 
the Night, and T:berius's Wiſdom in not keeping 
the Great Roads, but picking out all the 1 5 


and 


| Conſort to Aua us ros: 47 
and difficult Ways he could, deliver'd himſelf, his 
Wife, and little Tiberius their Son, from the > 
Soldiers Fury. Neither was this the only Riſque 

they had to run in their precipitate Flight. Af- | 
ter they had eſcaped the Perils of the Sea, and 

g wander d thro Sicily and Achaia, they carry d Sets 

: their Child to Lacedæmon, which was under the in Lib. 

1 Protection of the Claudians. Forced to depart 

ö hence in the Night, and that very haſtily too, 

they croſs d the Woods thereabout, with a thou- 

0 ſand diſmal Frights: For they found themſelves 

© often ſurrounded with Flames, which once catch 

f hold of Livia's Hair and her Robe, but without 

d hurting either her, or the Child in her Arms. 


1 t This Part of Livia's Hiſtory hath given an- t Veil. Pa- 

d cient Authors Scope for many Reflexions upon %. Hift- 
. 922 © 1 -C R 2 * 2. 

r the Viciſſitude of Fortune, whoſe ſurprizing Turns Pio, 1. 18. 
ſhould er us to receive ſometimes the Con- 4 
trary of what we expect, and frequently to hope 


what we ought not in Reaſon to have: For Livia, 
forced to croſs whole Provinces by diſmal and 
weariſome Paths, flies in perpetual Alarms the 
Man who is ſhortly: to be her Husband ; while 

the Soldiers ſcour the Country to take away his 

Life who is one day to be their Maſter. 

Mlean time, Fulvia dies in the Eaſt, whither 
ſne went on purpoſe to rowze Anthony's Courage 

and his Vigour: And as ſne had been the un- 
happy Inſtrument of kindling this new War, the 
common Friends of Auguſtus and Anthony found it 
no difficult matter to reconcile them to ( Peace. 


() After Fulvia's Deceaſe ing on his way to Brunduſium. 
Matters were accommodated | ' - Subimus 28865 
between Auguſtus and Mark | Impoſitum ſaxis late canden 


Anthony by the Interpoſition] #ihus Anxur. | 

of Mecœnas on one fide, and Huc venturus erat Mecenas 
Cocceins Nerva and Fonteius optimus, atque 

Capito on the other, Theſe | Cocceius, miſſs magnis de re- 
Mediators met at Terracina, bus uterque 


where the Poet race hap- 


N r Legati, averſos ſoliti compo- 
pe nd to fee their Arrival, be- | | 


nere amicos. : 
Hor. Sat. ? lib. 1. 
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To render which the more ſolid and laſting; 


when the Intereſts of the Triumvirate were ſettled, 


Care was taken of young Pompey; and all things 


being amicably adjuſted, Octavia, Siſter to Auguſtus, 


and Widow of Marcellus, was to be the Cement of 
this new Alliance. Mark Anthony marry'd her at 


| Rome, where the Eſpouſals were celebrated with 


the utmoſt Pomp and Magnificence. Nothing 
was neglected, that could conduce to an Oblivion 
of the late Calamities. Shews, Feaſts, and Diver- 


ſions were the Fruit of this Marriage. Thoſe 


who had fled the City, were deliver d from their 
Fears, and return d; and Tiberius Nero, among 
others, brought back his Wife Livia to Rome. 

She was then in the Prime of her Beauty, 
which receiv d no ſmall Luſtre from her witty Con- 


verſation, that render'd her the Life and Soul of 


the Company where-ever ſhe came. She was in- 
deed a Lady of the moſt polite and genteel Car- 
riage, which was even natural to her. If ſne had 
an Air of Loftineſs, ſne knew how to temper it 
with the eaſieſt Affability, which ſhe always ad- 
juſted to the Merit and Character of the Perſon 
who addreſs d her. All theſe good Qualities, 
which were to be found in no one Woman beſide 
Nero's Wife, made Auguſtus ſenſible of this Lady's 
Deſerts. His Paſſion was too ſtrong, his Emotion 
too viſible, not to be remark d. The famous 


And a little lower : 
[nterea Mecœnas ad- 


— 


to be deſcended from it. He was 
always in Eſteem with Augu- 


venit, atque ſtus. Fonteius Capito was the 


Cocceius, Capitoque ſimul | greateſt Friend Mark Anthony 
FPonteius ad unguem ad, and the politeſt Roma of 
Factus homo, Antoni, non ut] the Age he liv'd in. And as 
mapis alter, amicus. both of them had the general 


— rg rr eo — 
4 


We ſhall elſewhere give an 
Account of Mecœnas. Cocceius, 
ſurnamed Nerva, was a celebra- 
ted Law yer of a very good Fami- 
Iy; for Nerva, who ſucceeded 
Domitian in the Empire, is taken 


Reputation of Men of Integri- 
ty, they were oſten employ'd 
to make up Differences be- 
tween Perſons whom Intereſt 
or Honour had divided: Aver: 


ſos ſoliti componere amicos- 
| Treat 


| 
] 
[ 
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* Treat he gave his Friends, upon account of cut- De: 
ting off his Beard for the firft time, was attributed“ 58. 
to this new Flame; and tts certain that he al- | 
ways kept himſelf cloſe ſhaved to pleaſe the charm- 
ing (1) Livia. OA e 

It is probable, that ſhe did not long permitt 
Auguſtus to languiſh under the diſmal Circum- 

ſtance of loving in vain, notwithſtanding the 
Pains a certain * Author has taken to perſuade * Tacir: 
us ſhe did. *Tis beliey'd on the contrary, that Aunal 5 
ſhe ſoon gave him the deareſt Tokens of her Af- 
fection. Livia was ambitious ; and Tiberius's 
moderate Fortune could no longer ſupport her 
Vanity. Auguſtus, on the other hand, had no 
Superior ; nor did he deſpair of ridding himſelf 

of the only Rival that could diſpute his Power 

already in effect abſolute. Beſide, + Cz/ar's Merit + Sueton: 
was hardly to be withſtood. $ He was a hand- 42. 
ſome Man; middle-ſized indeed, but ſo well pro- Aer, : 
portion'd, that f he did not look ſhort, unleſs he Rom: 
food by a tall Perſon. || He was then in the | Auel. 
Flower of his Age, had a fine fair Head of Hair z,,,, 
naturally curling, a, Roman Noſe, and Eyes ſo . Dio, 
quick and ſparkling, that as a Soldier told him . 48. 
one day, it dazzled one's Eyes to look him in the 

Face. His Countenance was a Mixture of Ma- 

jeſty and Sweetneſs, which commanded the Love 

and Reſpe& of all that approach'd him. Neither 

did the Excellencies of his Mind fall ſhort of 
thoſe of his Perſon. He was good-natur'd, gra- 


(7) It was a Cuſtom among 
the Romans to make a great 
Entertainment upon the da' 
their Beards were firſt ſhaved. 
This Feaſt was call'd Barba- 
foria ; and all the Friends of 
the Perſon ſhaved were invi- 
ted to it. Moreover, they pre- 
fery'd the Hair of this Beard 
vich wonderful Superſticion. | 


We read that Nero lock'd his 
up in a Golden Box, and 
dedicated it to Fupiter Capi- 
tolinus. They uſually ſhaved 
tor the firſt time upon the day 
they put on the Toga Virilis, 


tho' ſome not ſo ſoon. Uno 
atque eodem die Togam ſumpſit, 
Barbamque depoſutt. Suet. in 


Caio. | 
E . HY clous, 


Fo 'Livia Davsirz A, 

cious, affable ; merry and facetious in Converſa- 
tion; polite in all his Carriage and Expreſſions ; 
and faithful to his Friend. With all theſe Ad- 
vantages, and the fineſt Fortune in the World 
added to them, Auguſtus could not long torment 
Livia with the Liberty to be cruel to him. She 


gave Ear to Ceſar therefore; and her Charms 


rendering Scribonia's ſullen and fantaſtical Hu- 
mour inſupportable to him, who was not pleas'd 
with her before, on the account of her Jealouſy 
and Uneaſineſs, he divorced her the very day 
ſhe lay in of Julia: And calling in his Power to 


the Aſſiſtance of his Inclination, he ſent to Nero 
to deſire he would ſurrender his Wife to him. 


It is not very clear, that this was done by Livia's 


Conſent; but there is good ground to believe, 


* Dio, 
F lib. 48. 


7 Senec. 
de Conſo- 
lat. 


$0 Pru- 


dent. 


that the Choice of that ambitious Lady lying be- 
tween her Duty and her Fortune, between Cæſar 
Auguſtus and Tiberius Nero, ſhe was not long in 
declaring herſelf, and taking the Richeſt ſide. 

She was then fix Months gone with Child, ſuf- 


pected to be of Auguſtus's getting; and by the 


Roman Laws, Women were * forbid to marry 


again till Ten Months after their Husbands De- 


ceaſe, or as long after a Divorce, to avoid Confu- 


ſion in Families by the f Uncertainty of the Birth, | 


Condition, and Quality of the Children. Auguſtus 


pretended to be very W ae upon this Arti- 


cle, affecting the utmoſt $ Reverence to the Au- 
thority of the Laws. He call'd an Aſſembly of 


the College of Porntiffs, to ask them, whether it 


was lawful for him to marry a Woman with Child; 
nay, that he might have nothing to reproach 


himſelf withall, as he pretended, he would have | 


Apollo and the Gods confulted. The Oracles 


and the Pontiffs anſwer'd in his Favour: And 


thus, his Scruples being eas'd, and his Doubts 
removed, he marries Livia Druſilla, whoſe Ene- 


my he had been but juſt before, and commands 


Tiberius, 


oO ad & 


— — 
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Tiberius, as if he had been his Father, to give 
her to him. The Nuptials were celebrated with 
a ſumptuous Feaſt, to which Nero was one of the 
firſt invited as a Gueſt, 0 e 
The pleaſant Humour of one of thoſe arch 
young Rogues, who being admired for their Pra- 
ting, were frequently kept by the Roman Ladies 


J 
| 
d 
© 
: for their Diverſion, made the Company very 3 
4 merry. As they were all at Table, this little * Dios 
y Boy obſerv'd that Livia far by Auguſtus, and Ti-Iib· 48. 
y berius Nero next to a Gentleman on the other ſide 
0 of the Table. I that your Place, Madam? ſaid 
-0 he very bluntly. Ought not you to fit by your Huſ- 
98 band? pointing to Nero. Theſe ſimple Queſtions, 
58 put by a Child, furniſh'd Entertainment for the 
- Company good part of the Repaſt; after which, 
Auguſtus took his Leave, and went off with Livia. 
She had been at her new Spouſe's but three 7 
Months, when ſhe was deliver d of a Son, who 8 
was named Claudius Druſus Nero. Auguſtus ſent -F _ 
him to Tiberius Nero, and would not have him | 
kept at his Houſe, becauſe People ſhould not " 
think he was his Father: And he f enter'd in + Sueton: 
his Journal, that his Wife Livia being deliver'd in Aug. 
of a Son, he ſent him to Tiberins Nero, his Father. 
But this Precaution did not hinder Peoples Con- 
jectures, who would yet believe young Druſus 
was his Son; and among other Jokes upon this 
Occaſion, one was, that with F Fortunate Men, g Dio, 
like Auguſtus, every thing proſper d; for they lib. 48. 
could have Children at Three Months End: 
Which paſs'd afterward into a Proverb. : 
However, Caſar's || Marriage with Livia when || Plutarc. © © , 
ſhe was with Child, did not want for Precedents. Vit. Pomp. 
+ Pompey eſpouſed Emilia, Daughter to AEmilius + Vit. Ca-. 
Scaurus, when actually another Man's Wife, and ten- 1 
with Child. Cato Uticenfis, after he had had ſeve- 
ral Children by his Wife Martia, would not re- 
fuſe her to his Friend Hortenſius; and took her 
Tr 2 | home 


home again when that Orator died. Cato was re- 
flected upon, as if he parted with his Wife becauſe 
ſhe was poor, and took her again when ſne was 
grown rich. But let that go as it will; Octavia, 
Siſter to Auguſtus, was likewiſe with Child by 
Marcellus, when Mark Anthony marry'd her. 
Affairs were in this Situation at Rome, when 
p. * Pompey and Auguſtus fell out about Trifles, and 
threw the Republick once more into dire Con- 
vulſions. f Ceſar. betray d enough of Indiſcretion 
in the Kut ee of the War; which was not 
always therefore attended with Succeſs. He twice 
ſaw his Navy defeated; and was obliged to refit 
it with much Labour and Expence. Lepidus, 
whom he had call'd in to his Aſſiſtance, ſhew'd 
ſome Treachery in his Conduct; and Augnſtus, to 
guard againſt him, was twice very near falling into 
the Hands of Pompey's Lieutenants. But- his 


= - Misfortunes did not end there: He was routed 
1 a at Sea upon the Coaſt of Sicily; where he not 
= only loſt half his Fleet, but was a long time 
= = before he could find a Place of Refuge; fo that 
be muſt have been infallibly ruin'd, had Pompey, 


whoſe giddy Valour was blown up, as: it were, 
i | with - theſe fair Beginnings, known how to im- 
prove his Advantages, inſtead of letting Victory 
1 flip out of his Hands. % Orr 25 9 
17 Theſe bad Tidings fill'd. Livia with terrible 
Alarms, and furniſh'd her Matter of ſerious Re- 
flexion. She conſider d, That the Events of War 


; are always dubious : That Pompey, to whom For- 

„ tune now ſeem'd to be reconciled, . was a Man 
7” - whoſe very Name was lov'd at Rome and in the 
„ Armies: That Auguſtus could not reaſonably de- 


4 pep upon Anthonys Promiſes, who was govern'd 
ww” more by Love and Caprice, than by Reaſon and 
= true Intereſt: That Fortune, which had hitherto 
15 ſmiled, on Auguſtus, might at laſt turn her Back 
upon him, and ſhew him her Reverſe. Al theſe 
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Conſiderations made her paſs many a melancho· 
iy Hour. On the other hand, nothing was * Saen. 
talk'd of at Rome, but frightful Prodigies, mon- Gall. J 
ſtrous Signs, and uncommon Preſages. Livia, WP" 
for her part, had need of one not leſs Conſola- 1 FY 
tory, than that which put an end to her Uneaſi- - *4 


neſs, tho' it was to others at the ſame time a "yo 
Subject af FNr. OD cet _ = 
She was going one day to her Country-Houſe \ 3 
near Rome, when an Eagle that had juſt ſnatch d 2 
up a Hen with a ſmall Lanrel-Branch in her 1 
Beak, happen d to drop her gently in Livia's Lap. . 
All who pretended -to the Art of Divination x 


agreed, that this ſurprizing Accident promis d 
Livia no leſs than the Supreme Power; and that * 
ſhe _ be aſſured the Laurel-Branch was a 
Prognoſtication from the Gods, that her Poſterity 
ſhould acquire a great deal of Glory. An Au- 
gury ſo auſpicious touch'd Livia to the quick. | 
She nouriſh'd with her utmoſt Care the two Ob- * 
jects of this agreeable Divination; and particu- 
larly the f Hen; which proved fo fruitful, that + jy, %%. 
from the Eggs ſhe laid, and theChickens ſne hatch d. 
the Village where they were bred, was call'd the 
Village of Chickens: And the Laurel-Branch, which 
ſhe planted, was cultivated with ſo much Induſtry, 
that in a few Years it was capable of furniſhing 
Boughs to crown the Victors in their Triumphs. 
It was not long before Livia had the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing an Overture to the Accompliſhment 
of theſe. Predictions, in the Victory which Au- 
guſtus obtain'd over Pompey : The two Fleets met, =” 
and engaged ſo vigorouſly, that it proved as . 
bloody a Battle, perhaps, as ever was heard of, 
Each Fleet conſiſted of about 400 Sail, and logkid » 2 
like a Floating City in the Sea. Agrippa was * 
General for Agg#ſtus ; and did all that a Brave 
Man could do to vanquiſh his Enemy; as, on 
the other hand, Pompey's Lieutenant Demochares  *.. 
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did all that could be expected from a Comman- 
der of his Experience and Abilities, to force 
Victory to declare for him. Long did they fight 
with doubtful Succeſs, and hold it out with fo 


much Heat and. Courage, and obftinate Fury, 


that to the Armies, which ſtood upon the Shoar 
and ſaw the Action, the Sea ſeem'd to be changed 
into Blood. Thouſands of Soldiers were ſtrug- 


gling with the Waves, and thouſands of dead 


Bodies floating upon the Surface amidſt innume- 
table Wrecks ; while Fortune was at a loſs which 
Side to take; or elſe being in Sport, ſhe would 
not declare till ſhe had given herſelf the Pleaſure 
of trying the Generals og id and ſeeing them 
diſpute the Prize to. the laſt. | 


Auguſtus and Pompey were on Shoar with their 
Armies, anxious Spectators of the Combat; which 
being for ever to decide their Fate, they were 
in violent Agitations to know the Event. 


profound Silence kept both Sides quiet, ſo long | 


as the Victory was uncertain ; but when Agrippa 


had the good Luck to ſink ſome of Pompey's Ships, 


Auguſtuss Troops perceiving the Advantage, made 


a great Shout, which diſhearrten'd Pompey's, and 


open d the Way to Victory. In ſhort, this Ac- 


cident gave ſuch a Turn to the Chance of the 
Day, that Pompeys Fleet was defeated, Demo- 
chares kill'd himſelf in Deſpair, and Pompey ſoon 
after died by the Hands 5 an infamous Aſſaſſin, 
who deliver d Auguſtus from that formidable Enemy. 
Never did Victor improve his. Adyantages to 
ſo Cruel a purpoſe. As this War had kept him 
in perpetual Alarms and Inquietudes, he gave 
himſelf up to Reſentment againſt moſt of the 
Senators and Knights who had join'd with Pompey; 
and putting them to Death, foil'd his Triumph 
with the Blood of the Greateſt Men in the Re- 
publick. He afterward dealt ſome Liberality 


+ among his Troops; and of the Honours offer d 
a 8 „ * „ „ r 
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him by the Senate, accepted only the Privilege 
granted to his Wife Livia, and his Siſter Octavia, 
to diſpoſe of their Eſtates; and the Decree 
whereby their Perſons were declared, in all fu- 
ture times, ſacred and inviolable, like thoſe of the 
Tribunes. When he had ſettled his Affairs at 


Rome, he * march'd againſt Mark Anthony, with * S 


Heton.. 
whom he had newly broke; and gave him an en- Dio. 


tire Defeat in the famous f Battle of Actium; + Horat. 
upon the Loſs whereof, Anthony made away with Od. 37. 
himſelf in the Height of Deſpair, occaſion d by li. x 

(in) 1 who follow'd his Example. | 


This 


ictory reſtored Calm to the Republick, 


Peace to the Empire, and the Sovereignty of the 


Univerſes to Auguſtus. 


(m) When Cleopatra found 
that Fortune ſmiled upon Au- 
guſtus, ſhe was the firſt that 
betray'd Mark Anthony , tho' 
' ſhe had been the ſole Cauſe of 
his Wo. She ſecretly deliver'd 
up the City of Peluſium to the 

onqueror, and made ſeveral 
of Anthony's Ships deſert and 
join Auguſtus's Party. Anthony 
well knew that Cleopatra be- 
tray'd him; but yet he ſolov'd 
her, he could wiſh her no 
Harm. Thus he fell a Sacri- 
fice to his Paſſion. For Cleo- 
patra flattering herſelf, that 
ſhe could make Auguſtus ſen” 
ſible either of her Beauty or 
her Seryices, gave out a Re- 
port that ſhe had put herſelf 
to Death; not doubting but 


Anthony would reſolye not to 


ſurvive her, and fo ſhe ſhould 


rid Auguſtus of that powerful. 


Competitor. This Stratagem 
lucceeded ; for Mark Anthony 
loved Cleopatra Ace 
ing her baſe Perfidiouſneſs, 
and no ſooner heard ſhe was 
dead, but drawing his Sword, 
he ſhe athed it in his own Body. 


He return'd to Rome, 


However, being told, as ſoon 
as he had done it, that his 
Miſtreſs was living, be repen- 
ted that he had given himſelf 
the fatal Blow that was to ſe- 
1 him and the Object of 

is Love. He order'd them 


to put him in a Basket, and 


carry him to the Tower where 
Cleopatra was: Which they 
did accordingly, and there he 
died in her Arms. Mean time, 
Cleopatra had diſcover' d, that 
Auguſtus fed her with vain 


Hopes, only to reſerve her 


for his Triumph, which ſhe 


ter d worſe than Death: 


Whereſore, ſeeing ſhe cou“ 
not win that Roman's Love, 
ſhe reſolv'd to loſe her own 
Lite, She dreſs'd herſelf in 
her richeſt Suit of. Cloaths, 
and lay down upon à magnt- 
ficent Bed, where the was 


found dead. As ſeveral ſmall 


Pricks appear d upon her Arm, 
ſhe is ſuppoſed either to have 
goc an Aſp to bite her, or elſe 
to have prick' d herſelt with 
the Point of her Bodkin poi- 
ſon'd. L : 


E 4 preceded 
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preceded by the Clangor of his Triumph, follow d 
by the Acclamations of the People, and loaded 
with Laurel and Honours. He was regeiv d 
every where, and eſpecially at Rome, with the 
Reſpe& due to the Lord of the Globe ; and his 
1 Triumph, which out-did all that ever went 
before it, laſted three days ſucceſſively, with all 
manner of Diverſions, Feaſts, Shews, and other 
Rejoicings ; a happy Change for the Floods of 
Tears that their frequent Wars had occaſion d! 
The Senate exerted their Liberality in conferring 
Dignities and honourable Titles upon Ceſar, He 
vas created Conſul, Tribune, and Cenſor ; pro- 
claim'd Father of his Country; made Chief Pon- 
+ Horat. tiff; and f honour'd with the new Appellation of 
Od. 3- J. 2. Auguſtus, as if he had ſomewhat in common with 
the Gods; which indeed the Poets did not ſcru- 

ple to infinuate in their Compoſitions, which are 

'1 ſo many ſcandalous Monuments of their Flattery 

8 and Impiety. RE eee . 
wh Prom this time may the Reign of Auguſtus 
I Taciz: juſtly date its Commencement. - || 'The City re- 
Annal. 1. ſumed a new Face, and the State a new Form. 
The Republick was changed into an effectual 

- Monarchy. . All ſubmitted to this new Yoak. 
The moſt jealous People of Liberty, that the World 
ever knew, were reduced to the moſt abject Sla- 
very; and the Romans, who in the Infancy of 
their Republick had, out of their barbarous Zeal, 
| ſacrificed even their Children without Mercy, to 
| N Intereſt, now made Vous to ſacrifice their 
Hau. Lives for the Safety of thoſe who trampled that 
very Liberty under foot, in whoſe Defence they 
had reſolutely incurr'd the Name of Parricides. 
(i) The Senate, whoſe Decrees were before held 


* N 
2 


(n) After Funius Brutus, that Prince had a ſecret Cor- 
above mention'd, had driven] re ſpondence with ſeveral Per- 
Tarquin the Proud from Rome, | ſons of Quality in the City, 
be receiv'd Information that] who had a mind to reſtore 
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of the Members who had the Publick Good at 
Heart, being ſwept away by the Fury of the 
Wars, that Houſe was now compoſed only 'of a 
few daſtardly Souls, that had not e to 
ſtem the Torrent. Indeed the Majority of them 
conſiſted of young Men, who having never taſted 
the Sweets and Advantages of Liberty, had no 
Notion of the Weight of the Yoak they bore. 
And thus we may bid Adieu to Freedom in their 
Votes, and Juftice in their Deliberations. Ho- 
neſty was cruſh'd by Fear. The Laws loft their 
Authority. The Prince was the only Oracle 
conſulted ; and the mercenary Suffrages of the 
ſelfiſh Senators were always: conformable to the 
Will of their Sovereign, who bought them for 
Rewards, which they baſely preferr'd to their In- 


tegrity. . f | | 1 
The Provinces regulated their Conduct by 


what was done at Rome. Tired out with ſo many 
Wars, of which they had been the fatal Victims, 
thro' the Vexations of the Governors, who, to 
enrich: themſelves, ſtuck at no ſort of Violence 
or Rapine ; they choſe rather to be under the 
Obedience of an Emperor, than of Men ſent 
among them by the Senate, whoſe Authority 


they dreaded. Thus was this new Empire every. 
where received without Qppoſition : Nay, the 
Foreign Kings ſtrove which ſhould out-do the 
other in Tenders of their Submiſſion to Au- 
guſtus, and endeavour'd to merit his Good-Will, 
by diſputing, as it were, which of them ſhould _ 
be the firſt to pay him Obedience. They erected 


him to the Throne; and that | had been ſeverely ſcourged, 
his own tho Sons, Titus and | he caus'd them to be behead- 
Tiberius, were among the for- ed in his Preſence, to ſhew 
wardeſt of them. ereupon, the People, that in him Love 

e umme diately orders them of his Country prevail'd above 
fo be ſeiz d; and after they] Natural Affection. 


Triumphal 
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in the higheſt Veneration, now model'd their Acts 
according to the Pleaſure of the Prince. Moſt 


— 
ne 


2 
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nour ; and gave him the moſt 
their Reſpect and Dependence. 96d 
Judæa, was one of the bu- 


(o) Herod, King of 


Livia DRUSs IIIA, 


built Cities, to his Ho- 
glaring Proofs of 


ſieſt of them all, in diſplaying his Magnificence 
to do Honour to Cæſar. That Prince, the greateſt 
Politician of his Time, had been, of all Anthony's 
Friends, the moſt Faithful, and the moſt Zealous; 


and when that Triumvir 


was defeated, every body 


look'd upon Herod as ruin'd, becauſe Auguſtus bore 
an immortal Grudge to thoſe who had ſupported, 
or even countenanced the Arms of his Enemy. 
But the Jewiſh Monarch, who never wanted Pre- 
ſence of Mind upon the moſt urgent Occaſions, 
knew perie&ly well how to retrieve by his Pru- 


dence the ill Condition 


of his Affairs, which his 


Adherence to the Intereſts. of Anthony had very 
much worſted; and he found in his great Genius 
a Reſource for his Misfortunes. He went and 
* waited upon Auguſtus at Rhodes; and having caſt 
his Crown, his Royal Robes, and other Regalia, 
at his Feet; and retaining nothing of the Mo- 
narch, but his Majeſty and Greatneſs of Soul, 
he addreſs'd the Emperor in Terms to this 


fect: I frankly own 
e affiſted Mark Anthony - 


* and Advice; and that I ſhould have ſerv'd 


(o) This was Herod the Great, 
famous for the cruel Maſſacre 
of the Children at Bethlehem, 
in which barbarous Execution 
he thought to have included 


the SAVIOUR of the World, 


whom the Magi were ſeek ing 
under the Title of Xing of the 
Fews, then newly born. Tis 

eported that Herod was ſo in- 
human, as not to except his 
own Son out of the Slaughter 
of thoſe poor Innocents ; 


v1 
to your Majeſty, tha? 1 


with Men, with Money, 


Auguſtus, he anſwer'd with a 
Smile, that he had rather be 
Herod's Hog, than his Son. 
But this is not the only Action 
which Auguſtus did not ap- 
prove in Herod: For we read, 
that u pon ſome Occaſion of 
Diſtaſte which that King had 
gwen to Auguſtus, the Empe- 
ror wrote to him, that till then 
he had uſed him like a Friend 

but for the future he mutt ex- 
pect to be treated like a Sub 


| 


Which being told the Emperor 


/ 


ject, 


him 
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— * him in Perſon, had I not been engaged in ano- 

pf © ther War. I did not abandon him after his 

«© Defeat, may it pleaſe your Majeſty; added 

ce he, with a great deal of Freedom ; nor did my 
Affection vary with his Fortune: But on the 

% contrary, {till attach'd to his Interefts, I en- 
deavour'd to prevent his Ruin, by giving him 
Counſel no leſs prudent than cordial, which 

if he had purſued, perhaps it might have been 

happy for him. I adviſed him to abandon 
Cleopatra, who, I told him, was the greateſt and 

moſt dangerous Enemy he had to deal with; 

to rally the ſcatter d Remains of his. Forces; 

and to try once more to retrieve his Affairs. 

If my conſtant Adherence to Mark Anthony, 

who honour'd me with his Friendſhip, and 

heap'd ſo many Obligations upon me, is to be | 
reckon'd a Crime ; I acknowledge before your 
Majeſty, that I am the Guilty Perſon. Every 

honeſt Man would have aced as I did: For 

ſhould we be Faithleſs and Ungrateful to our 

Bene factors? It is not, at leaſt, my Character: 

I know too well the Returns that Gratitude 
obliges to. This your Majeſty may experi- 

ence, concluded he, if you will pleaſe only to 
ſubftitute yourſelf in the Place of Mark An- 

thorny ; for you will find in Herod the ſame 

Zeal, the ſame Fidelity and Affection for you, 

as he formerly had for your Enemy.” 

Theſe fine Sentiments took with Auguſtus. He 

not only pardon'd Herod, but * confirm'd him in * Niceph.” | 
the Kingdom of Judaa, with the Addition of —_— : 
ſeveral other Cities; and admiring the Greatneſs gg, © 
of his Courage, and his Firmneſs at a Time 

when he had ſo much Reaſon to apprehend the 
Conſequences, he took ſuch a Liking to him, 

that next to Agrippa and Mecmnas, he was the 

moſt particularly honour'd with his Friendſhip. 

im Herod, like an able Courtier, was very careful to 

| | „ cultivate 
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cultivate it. He built a Town, which he named 
(p) Czſarea in Honour to Ceſar, and erected in 
1 75 7 * it two ſtately Temples. , * He inſtituted Games 
Fudaic to add to this Emperor's Glory, with conſidera- 
16. c. 9. ble Prizes for the Victors; and Livia being de- 
c ſirous to contribute ſomething thereto out of her 
own Stock, ſent ſeveral rich Preſents from Rome, 

valued at about 500 Talents. 8 


1 o 


It was not to Arguſtus ſingly, that all theſe 
Honours were paid ; Livia partook of what 

were decreed to him, and had particular ones 

+ Gualter. for herſelf beſide. f They built a Town, and 
Monum. call'd it after her Name Livias. The Senate 
_ .pronounced a thouſand ftudy'd Speeches in her 
Praiſe ; She was honour'd with the moſt pompous 
Titles, and had the glorious Appellation of Au- 

+ Horat. guſta, and Mother of her Country. The #* Poets 
png celebrated her in their Compoſitions ; and, by a 
Pont. Cl. r. Tacrilegious Exceſs of Flattery, made a Goddeſs 
Prudent. of her. Temples. were built, and Altars erected 
£6.1-in to her; and thus did they deify the moſt Am- 
os en pitious Woman upon Earth. Vile Condeſcenſion ! 
Annal. 1. which gave Occaſion for the Saying afterward, 
c. 10. that ſince they had decreed Divine Honours to 
_— Ladies, they knew not how to worſhip the 
Auguſtus alſo ſhew'd his Love and Eſteem for 
Livia, by a Stretch of his Magnificence upon her 
Account: || He causd a Houſe in the Via Sa- 
cra, or Sacred Street, formerly belonging to Pollio, 
and ſtanding upon ſo large a Spot of Ground, 
$ Ovid: that it reſembled a little Town, to be 9 ftript of 
| the rich Furniture put into it by the Princeſs Ju- 
lia; and then pull'd it down, to ere& upon its 
Ruins a ftately Portico, which he dedicated to 
(p) This was upon the ;or| pupiſh'd with ſo ſore a Diſ- 


ins of the City of Acaron, or | eaſe after the Taking of the 
Ekron, whoſy Inhabitants were | AKK. 8 
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) Livia. But: beſide theſe Publick Marks of 
his Eſteem, Auguſtus: 3 ve her ſuch alſo as were 
Private and Domeſtick. He carry'd himſelf to 
her with the greateſt Compaiſance imaginable z 
always paid a. juſt Regard to her Advice; ſtu- 
dy'd every thing that could contribute to her 
Satisfaction; and in fhort gave her a more abſo- 
lute Authority than his own. bo Fiend 

It muſt be confeſs'd, that all this was no more 
than due to the Endearing Manner in which 
Livia conſtantly behaved, and to the Affection 
ſhe always ſnew'd him. She knew how to give 
this ſo near a Reſemblance to ſincere Love, tho' 
in Truth there was a great Mixture of Art in 


it, that the Emperor did not perceive, till very 
late, that Livia s Fondneſs of him was not with- 
out an Allay of Policy and Deſign. f She never + x;p4;7. 
gave herſelf the leaſt Uneaſineſs upon the ſcore in 4ug. 


of Auguſtus's Intrigues ; 


but inſtead of thwarting 


his Pleaſures with the perpetual Diſquietudes of 
Jealouſy, ſhe rather indulged his Amorous Taſte; 


that this Indulgence to 
her Spouſe authorized any ſuch Liberty in herſelf. 


tho' without pretending 


as made Free by Au- 
guſtus, and had the Honour 
oted to the Eque- 
der. Tis reported 
of him, ſthat having one day 
1nvitedthe Emperor to Dinner 
one of his Slaves happen'd 
thro' Careleſneſs to break a 
Cryſtal Diſh ; at which Polio 
in a Rage order'd the poor 
Fellow to be caſt Head fore- 
'moſt into the Fiſh-Pond,where 


hae ſaid he would make delicate 


Food for his Lampreys. The 
Slave threw himſelf at Augu- 
ftu;'s Feet, and implored him to 


procure his Pardon : The Em- 
peror did all he could ; bur 
in vain. 
from granting his Requeſt, 
that the Brute would not have 


niſhment, by letting him die 
ſome other Way. Auguſtus 
was ſhock'd at fo cruel and 
unmannerly a Rebuff, and 
thought it very hard-hearted 
in Pollio not to give the poor 
Wretch the Privilege of chooſ- 
ing his own Death. Where- 
fore, he order'd all the Cry- 
ſtal Veſſels that Pollio had, to 
be brought before them; 
which being done, he broke 
them to pieces before his Face. 


Thus 


Dio, I. 48. 


Pollio was ſo far 


the Complaiſance for Ceſar to 
change the Nature of the Pu- 
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Thus ſhe always kept fair with Terentia, Wife to 
Mecenas, of whom Auguſtus was paſſionately ena- 
mour'd: And tho' in her Heart Livia could have' 
nothing but Envy and Hatred of her, becauſe 

>. __ {he robb'd her of Cæſar's Affection; yet did ſhe 
comport herſelf with that Modeſty and Reſerve, 

in all thoſe Bickerings and Diſputes which their 
Emulation frequently occaſion'd, that ſhe plainly 

| ſhew'd by her Moderation, her Reſpe&, as I may 

call it, to Auguſtus's Paſſion, in the Perſon of her 

Rival. Far from affecting that rigid and auſtere 
Vertue which renders People inacceſſible, ſhe 

never deny'd herſelf thoſe Pleaſures, which her 

Rank and an honeſt Freedom entitled her to; 

but went to all the Aſſemblies and Diverſions 

en common enough in Rome, and vary'd, as well 

as procured, at the Expence of Auguſtus and the 
principal Lords of his Court. Sometimes they 

had Games; at other times Races ; and at other 
times Shews; at which appear'd all the Perſons 

of Quality or Conſideration in the City, aſſidu- 

ouſly making their Court to the Empreſs ; who 

always carry'd herſelf ſo diſcreetly, and kept ſo 

good a Guard upon her Reputation, that tho 

the World might not have that vaſt Opinion al- 
together of her Vertue, as they had of Lucretia's, 

yet it was never in the Power of Malice to diſ- 
cover the leaſt Flaw in her Conduct. Tho' ſhe 

was neither finical nor unſociable, and had doubt- 

; leſs a particular Eſteem for particular Men; 
* Dio, yet * ſhe took care to have it believ'd her Sen- 
lib. 48. timents went no farther. She was often heard 
to ſay, that a wiſe Woman needs to call in no 

Aid to the Maintenance of her Vertue : And 

once when it was propoſed to put ſome young 
Perſons to Death for preſenting themſelves naked 

4 before her, ſhe interpoſed and ſaved their Lives, 
= alledging that a naked Man made no more Im- 
preſſion than a Statue, upon the Imagination of 

F Fore 
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a vertuous Woman. Politicks were this Lady's 
peculiar Talent; inſomuch that Hiſtory affords 
very few Examples of Women who dealt in them 
with greater Skill or better Succeſs. The Sub- 


tleſt Obſervators could never penetrate the deep 


Receſles of her Soul ; but Auguſtus himſelf, wit 
all his Cunning, proved at laſt the Dupe of his 
Empreſs. She ſaw well his Foible, and turn'd it 
to that Advantage, as gave her an entire Aſ- 
cendent over him, which nothing could ever de- 
feat. Thus Czſar, Lord of the Univerſe, was, 
properly ſpeaking, Livia's Slave. And hence the 
unlimited Authority of that Empreſs ; that for- 
midable Power, to which Men paid a moſt ex- 
travagant and ſacrilegious Homage, and buoy'd 
her up in the preſumptuous Idea ſhe had con- 
ceiv d of her Grandeur. Nevertheleſs, thoſe ex- 
ceſſive Honours, which were ſo delicious a Bait 


for her Vanity; that blind Submiſſion, which all 


the World paid her; this Advancement, and 
theſe Dignities, were not ſufficient fully to ſatiſ- 
fy her Ambition. The Throne of the Empire, 
the higheſt Poſt ever yet filld by Mortal Man, 
could not anſwer up to the Capacity of her De- 
ſires. She accounted it as nothing to be ſeated 


there with Auguſtus She would have her Poſte- 


rity advanced to it alſo; and this was the grand 
Project which exerciſed all her Thoughts and 
her Politicks. By her Intereſt, the Offices of 
chief Diſtinction, and the Employs of greateſt 
Importance in the State, were — upon her 
two Sons, Tiberius and Druſus. They had the 
Command of the Armies and Legions, always veſt- 
ed with the Emperor's Authority; and for every 
inconſiderable Service they did the Empire, Livia 
extoll d them with magnificent Reports ſpread a- 
broad by her Emiſſaries, and procured them more 
pompous and coſtly Triumphs, than their Ex- 
ploits deſerv- C. + ; a 
5 1 
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If Juſtice, however, ought to be done to Merit 


where- ever we find it, it muſt be own'd that 

Tiberius and Druſus were two Great Captains. 

The former, beſide his Bravery, had a Genius 

© * vaſtly ſuperiour to every thing he took in hand. 

He was a perfect Maſter in the Art of War; 

_ * Plutarc. and ſo quick in determining, as it was reported 
_ of him that he never thought twice of the ſame 


thing. Being a careful and ſtrict Obſerver of 


Military Diſcipline, and forward to undergo the 


Fatigues and Hardſhips of an Army ; thus ani- 
mating the Soldiery by his Example, and con- 
quering by his Firmneſs whatever Difficulties op- 
poſed his Progreſs; he was generally attended 
with good Succeſs, owing not ſo much to the 
Uncertainty of Events and to Fortune, as to his 


own Prudence and Ability. But on the other 


hand, how did his Vices ſully theſe fine Quali- 


1 Tacit. ties! f He was cruel, arrogant in his Carriage 


Annal. 1. and Demeanour, jealous of other Mens Merit, 
S Eutrop. § ſullen and melancholy, in his Temper, having 
Aurel. || neither Friendſhip nor Affection for any body, 
cf. Epit- but behaving rather with a ſort of Brutal Rude- 
neſs to his neareſt Relations, inſomuch that they 

durſt hardly come nigh him. He was deceitful, 


treacherous, and dangerous; and never ated WM 


without Deſign. A thick Veil, conſtantly drawn 


oer his Heart, made his Expreſſions for the moſt 


part Equivocal, and puzzled People to find out 
his true Meaning: He delighted in fancying 
himſelf impenetrable this way; and if it was 


difficult to apprehend him, it was not leſs dange- 
rous to ſnew that one did apprehend him. He was 
dreaded for a moroſe Diffidence, which ſacrificed to 


Q 


- his Suſpicions all that he envy'd for their Merit, 
or hated for their Vertue. He was moreover 
ſubject to Exceſs of Wine, which he repeated 

ſo often, and carry'd ſo high, that his Name 
of Tiberius was ſatyrically changed into that of 
. 1 | (r) Biberius, 
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(%) Biberius. But he was more noted yet for his 
Debauches of another Nature, no leſs ſhameful 
than the former, which he continued to an extreme 
Old Age, in his Retreat at Capræ, where the 
impetuous Flames of Youth were obſerv d to 
exerciſe their Fury in a dry, old, worne- out Car- 
caſs. Horrid Lewdneſs! that has fix d an In- 
famy upon the Iſland of Capræ, beyond the Power 
of ſo many Ages to wipe off. For the reſt, Ti- 
berius's Vices were ſo far from being kept ſecrer, 
that even Auguſtus came to the "<a of 
them; and, ſpeaking of him one dayto his Friends, 
ſaid, The People of Rome would be very unhappy to 
be govern d by a Man that would make them ſuffer 
a long while. 1 3G LITE 
Druſus, on the contrary, was more Polite, more 
Civil, and more a Gentleman than his Brother; 
and did not come behind him in point of Bra- 
very and Goodneſs of Parts. He gain'd immor- 
tal Honour by a Series of Victories, which made 
every body conceive vaſt Hopes of his Courage 
and his Vertue. He was a Perſon of the gen- 
teeleſt Deportment; kind, affable, ſincere, and 
ſuch an Enemy to Diſſimulation, that it was uni- 
verſally believ'd he would have reſtored the Re- 
publick to its priſtine Glory and Liberty, if he 
had ſucceeded Auguſtus in the Empire. Never 
had. Prince a Soul more nobly framed, or greater 


Probity of Mind and Spirit. He was a Lover of * V. Mar. 


Vertue ; and, which was admirable in him, in a 8 


in T. 


Court ſunk into the Dregs of Corruption, in an Tae. 
Age wherein the Iniquity of Cuſtom ſeem' d to au- Annal. 1. 
thorize the moſt Criminal Pleaſures, and in a Rank“ 33 


which furniſh'd ſo many Opportunities of glutting 
his Paſſions, Druſuss Wiſdom well anſwer'd that 


(r) A certain Courtier told dence : But the Emperor an- 
Tiberius one day, that he ought | fwer'd, that in a Free City, the 
to chaſtize the Authors of that Tongue ought certainly to be 
Piece of Wit for their Impu- | ſo. | - 

0 . 
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Conſpiracy, form'd againſt his Life, gave hin 


maoſt conſiderable Citizens of Rome : So that the 
Event would have been fatal to Auguſtus, had not 
one of the Conſpirators betray'd the Affair. Aw 


had been in his Life. Doubtful whether to ad 
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of his Wife Autonia, whoſe Chaſtity was ſo gene- 


rally cry d up. So ſubſtantial a Merit attracted 


the Eſteem of all the World, and the particular 
Affection of Auguſtus; infomuch that it is thought 


this Emperor would have named him his Suc- 
ceſſor, if he had not apprehended that ſuch a 


Preference would have confirm'd the Suſpicion of 
his being Father to him; or if by chooſing T:- 
berius, who had ſo many Imperfections, he had 
not 'Thoughts of heightning the Glory of his own 
Reign, by the Foil of an unworthy Succeſſor; or 
rather, if it had not been out of his Power to refuſe 
his Empreſs any thing ſne defirag. 

Such were the Sons of Livia But their Me- 
Tit did not eclipſe that of Prince Marcellus, who 


had, beſide their good Qualities, the glorious Ad- 


vantage of being Nephew and Son-in-Law tr 
Auguſtus, and was therefore look d upon as Pre- 
fumptive Heir to the Throne. This was a might 
Obſtacle to the Empreſs's ambitious Deſigns, and 
ave her always a hankering Deſire ates that 
Pripce's Death; tho ſhe kept it ſecret till at lat 
he fell a Victim to her curſed Ambition: For 
Marcellus died in the Flower of his Age; and 
we ſhall elſewhere ſee, not without Suſpicion ol 
Livia's being concern'd in it. Auguſtus was ſen 
ſibly touch'd with this Loſs; and had hardly re- 
cover d his natural Temper, when a dangerous 


freſh Matter of Grief and Anxiety, Cinna, 
Grand-Son to Pompey. the Great, was at the Head 
of this Deſign, and had engaged ſeveral of the 


guſtus, perceiving the Dangers that ſurrounded 
him, was terribly alarm'd, and thought. himſel 
now in the worſt Situation by far, that ever he 


With 
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with Severity or with Clemency toward theſe 
Conſpirators, he apprehended on this hand, that 
Pardon and Impunity would give Encouragement 
to his Enemies to undertake Any thing; and on 
the other, that Puniſhment and Rigour would 
arm new Rebels. Moreover, he conſider'd with 


* himſelf, that the Revenge he exerciſed upon Cepio 


and Murena, who were formerly executed for 
ſuch another Enterprize, had not hinder'd Cinna 
and his Aſſociates from entring into this Conſpi- 
racy againſt his Perſon. e 

fa theſe cruel Perplexities, and theſe tumul- 
tuous Agitations, which baniſh'd Sleep from his 
Eyes, Auguſtus became a Prey to the moſt violent 
Terrour. All Night long he did nothing but 
bewail himſelf, ſighing as if his Heart would break. 
Hence *tis plain, there is no Condition of Life 


exempt from Sorrow; no Pleaſure, or Felicity, 


that is not ſlaked with ſome ſecret Diſcontent or 
inward Affliction. Nay, this Part of Anguſtus's 
Hiſtory inſtructs us, that the Throne 4tſelf is not 
always a Sanctuary againſt thoſe troubleſome 
Guei ſince it often happens, that the Supreme 
Power is a real Slavery, attended with the moſt 
corroding and perplexing Cares. 

Livia, who ſhared in her Husband's Anxieties, 
as well as in his Grandeur, and ſo may be ſaid 
to have eſpouſed his very Inquietudes, deſired to 
know the Ground of all this Melancholy : And 
the Emperor having given her an Account of the 
Conſpiracy form'd againft his Life, ſhe endea- 
vour d to remove his Fears, by telling him, That 
* he * ought not to be ſurprized, that ſome who * Dio, 
© were piqued at his Glory ſhould declare them- J. 55 
* ſelves his Enemies, becauſe let a Prince govern 
* with never ſo much Equity, and act up to the 
* ftrieſt Rules of Moderation; yet it would 
be impoſſible for him to pleaſe every body, 
Hand conſequently Veuy muft be * 
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0 The Great Men of the Empire, ſaid ſbe, think 

© they have a Right to demand every thing, and 
* would be deny d nothing; and even the Com- 
* mon People think themſelves ſlighted, if they 


© have not whatever they ask. Hence proceed 


* Caballs, Conſpiracies, and Rebellions againſt 


© the Government; in a Change whereof, the 


* Malcontents hope to ſee a Change of their 
* Fortunes. Your Majeſty has Soldiers, added 
* ſbe; ſend for them, and ſurround your Palace 


with ſuch as. you know and can confide in; 


double the Guard that has the Care of your 


- © Perſon, and you need not fear the Conſpira- 


de tors attempting to take away your Life.” 

* This Precaution is of no Uſe, Madam, an- 
ſwer d Auguſtus. The Swords of thoſe about 
ce the Perſon of the Prince are ſometimes more 
© to be fear d, than thoſe of his profeſs'd Ene- 
* mies. The Courtier of greateſt Zeal in out- 
* ward Appearance, is often the moſt deſperate 
* Enemy; and the more to be dreaded, becauſe 


* concealing his Venom under the illuſory Film 


cc 


of Friendſhip, he is not miſtraſted, and ſo has 
*- the faireſt Opportunities of ſatiating his Ha- 
© tred and Revenge. If Foreign Enemies make 


* War upon us, we ſend againſt them our Friends, 
* our Generals, and our Officers: But if theſe be- 
come our Enemies, whom ſhall we oppoſe to them? 
There is no way left us, but Puniſhment, to fru- 
©© ftrate their wicked Deſigns; and to me it is clear, 


That is the only Method I ought to take.” 


Livia heard the Emperor with Patience, till he 
came to his Reſolution to put the Conſpirators to 


Death; and then ſhe uſed her Endeavour to 


alter his Mind, addreſſing him in the following 
Terms: * My Lord, ſaid ſbe, the Honour J 


* have to be your Spouſe, laying me under the 
* happy Neceſſity of ſharing your Fortune, be 
it good or bad, gives me alſo the Liberty of 

| i ; 4 open- 
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„opening my Heart to, you, and ſpeaking my 
Thoughts without Reſerve or Diſguiſe. Pre- 
« pared as J am to periſh with you, I will tell 
« you them very ſincerely ; for owing the Rank 


ei poſſeſs to your fitting upon the Throne, it 


ce is but reaſonable that your Ruin ſhould in- 
© clude mine. All wicked Men, My Lord, are 
© not alike: Some have Souls naturally prone to 
«© Miſchief; and theſe may date their Wicked- 
< neſs from the Day of their Birth. Others 
there are, who for want of Diſcernment do 
© the Evil they would not, if their Parts were 
better. Laſtly, we ſee others, who proud of 
ce their Nobility, grown rank with Luxury, and 
< dazzled with the Luſtre of their Dignities, think 
© themſelves at liberty to committ Crimes with 
© Impunity, and would revenge eyery Cauſe of 
* Grumbling and Diſcontent, upon the Prince. 
© Wherefore, as the Motive, upon which ſome 
« act, is not ſo Criminal as that of others; nei- 
ther ſhould their Puniſhment be equal. Be- 
* ſide, a Prince ſhould make a prudent and po- 
© hitical Uſe of his Clemency and Severity; and 
* as it is always unjuft to puniſh the Innocent, 


* ſo tis ſometimes expedient not to puniſh the 


Guilty. Clemency, exerciſed with Judgment, 
* often proves more effectual, than ill-rtimed or 
* jll-placed Rigour, Pardon ſometimes revenges 
an Offence more ſharply, always more nobly, 
* than Puniſhment. When a Prince ſhews Mercy, 
he loads the Criminal, and drives him to Shame 
* for what he has done. The Threats of Rack 
* and Gibbet force Men, if they can, to be be- 
«fore-hand with him who has the Power over 
them. Caufticks and Corrofives do not cure 
** half the Diſtempers that mild and gentle Medi- 


cines do. The Relation there is between the 


** Diſeaſes of the Body and thoſe of the Mind, 
makes the Compariſon very juſt: For your | 
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4 Majeſty knows, continued ſbe, that it has been 


a conſtant Obſervation, how a ſoft Expreſſion 


* ſtops the Career of the hotteſt Man alive; 


* while bitter and provoking Language incenſes 
the greateſt Good-Nature. Wild Beaſts are 
© tamed by ſtroking and making much of them.” 
* 1 do not fay, that you ought to pardon all in 
© general that are concern'd in this Defign ; no, 
that might be of too dangerous Conſequence. 
Cut from the Body of the Republick, if you 
© pleaſe, thoſe turbulent, reſtleſs, and ſeditious 
: iris which are never well but in Caballs 
and Treaſons, and are render d by Pardon 
more bold and reſolute, inſtead of wiſe and 


penitent: But treat with leſs Rigour thoſe, 


A 


Judgment, or artful and deluding Promiſes 
may have drawn into the Revolt. Nay, make 


niſhment, and ſuch like Methods. How many 
have we ſeen, whom the Tediouſneſs of a long 


reclaim'd by good heavy Fines? How many 
are there, in ſhort, whom the Dread of Infa- 
my has prevail'd with to revenge upon them- 
* ſelves the Horrour of their curſed Treaſons? 
A Prince's Caſe is different from that of a 
Private Perſon : It is this Man's Buſineſs and 
Intereſt to reſent Injuries ; otherwiſe, he will be 
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trary, ought to pardon and flight the Wrongs 
the Republick. If your Majeſty believes me, 


© ſpirators to Death: Forgiveneſs is an Act of 
3 Gonerofic ; and 1t is the Property of a Great 
* and Good. 

© is very rare for many Guilty to ſufler, without 
the Loſs of ſome Innocent; for thoſe who are 


cc in 
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whom unſettled, inconſiderate Youth, Want of 
uſe of Threats, Marks of Infamy, Eines, Ba- 


Exile has render'd wiſe? How many others 


oppreſs d and deſpiſed: A Prince, on the con- 
done to himſelf, and revenge none but thoſe done 


ſaid ſhe, you will not put any of theſe. Con- 


natur d Man, to ſhew Merey, It 
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in Fault are frequently confounded with others 
! that are not ſo. Give the Conſpirators their 
; © Lives; and your Clemency ſhall not only 
2 © move them to repent, but their Repentance 
ce ſhall be a Leſſon to teach their Felloiw- 


© Citizens Wiſdom. Cinna, illuſtrious for his 

“ Birth, his Name, and his Achievements, will 

* come to himſelf, and renounce his villanous 

„ Deſigns. An Enemy generouſly pardon d, 

* when neither Means nor Power were wanting 

* to deſtroy him, will never after have the Heart 

ce to hurt his Benefactor.“ 1 
All that Livia ſaid, was accompany'd with ſuch 
an inſinuating Grace, that it never fail'd to make 
an Impreſſion in the Mind of Auguſtus. Her 
Counſel was as ſucceſsful, as it was prudent. The 
Emperor, who had heard her with a great deal 
of Attention, found her Reaſons ſo judicious, 
that he gave into her Sentiments. He ſent for * Sexec. 
Cinna, made him a Recital of his Conſpiracy, 4e Clem, 
gently upbraided him with his Ingratitude by 
putting him in mind of the many Obligations he 
had laid upon him; and thus having forced this 
Confpirator to acknowledge his Crime, he gave 
him his Pardon, appointed him Conſul for the 
ſucceeding Year, and for his ſake diſcharged all 
that were concern'd with him in the Plot, b | 

This Clemency of ' Auguſtus was a Charm, 
which Cinna with his Band of Conſpirators could 
not reſiſt; and his Pathetick Remonftrances did 
more Execution, than he could have expected 
from his Severity fraught with a thouſand Deaths. 
His Generoſity did not only quite extinguiſh the 
Plot, but gain'd him the Hearts of all the Romans. 
Livia had a Million of Benedictions for the Ad- 


en nd © ” wm 0 dh £ 2 dt of * 


vice ſhe gave, to which Cinna ou d his Life and 
his Liberty ; and now People heard no more of 
Conſpiracy or Revolt. Auguſtus judging all the 
Glory he had acquired by his Moderarion, to be 

e due 


- 


W 
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due to the Wiſdom of Livia's Counſels, govern'd 
himſelf ever after by her Advice, and never cared 
to do any thing of Moment without the Opinion 
and Approbation of that Princeſs. 5 
Livia gladly embraced the Opportunity of the 
Emperor's Surrender of himſelf, to advance her 
Childrens Fortunes. As this was the ſole End 
of her remoteſt Views, ſhe could not bear any 
thing that appear d to obſtruct it; and this was 
doubtleſs the Cauſe of her getting rid of Mar- 
cellus, that ſhe might ſee her Son Tiberius ſuc- 
ceed to the Empire, which was the other's Right : 
But the Birth of Caius Czſar, and of Lucius Ceſar, 
Sons of Julia by. Agrippa, to whom the Emperor 
gave her in Marriage after his Nephew's Death, 
was in Livia's Judgment an abominable Superflu-. 
ity of Heirs to Auguſtus, which diſconcerted all 
her Meaſures, rowzed her Jealouſy afreſh, and 
gave ground for the Repetition of old Crimes. 
Her Politicks put her upon new Ways to gain 
her Point. She now employ d all her Intereſt to 
procure the Chief Commands for her Sons; and 
tho Tiberius was already made a Tribune, and 
Druſus promoted to the Conſulate, ſhe was con- 
triving new Honours for them; when God, who 
is ſometimes pleas'd to blaſt our Deſigns, even 
after we have taken ſuch wiſe and juſt Meaſures, 
that we are confident of their Succeſs, gave a ter- 
rible Shock to Livia, and curtail'd her Views 
by one of the moſt ſenſible Afflictions that could 
befall her; to wit, the Death of her Son Druſus, 
which happen'd in the Manner I am going to 


. 
. 


relate. „ | ET 
® Sueton. Tiberius, having * ſubdued Myria, and made the 
Germans, grown inſolent upon  Varus's Defeat, 
bend once again under the Yoak of Auguſtus, came 
to Rome, to receive the Honour of a Triumph. 
Dio, + It was one of the fineſt that ever was ſeen ; for 
ib 3% Livia had been at ſome Pains and Expence to 
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render at exceedingly Pompous. Tiberius gave a 
magnificent Regale to the Senators, Knights, and 
People; while the Empreſs, and the Princeſs Ju- 

lia entertain d the Ladies. But Livia did not 

ſtop there: To perpetuate the Remembrance of 

her Son's Victories, ſhe * built a ſtately Temple“ Ovid. 
upon the Capitol, and dedicated it to the God-*4f-*- 
deſs Concord, Here ſhe erected an Altar to the 
Honour of Auguſtus; and among other rich and 
curious Preſents with which ſhe. adorn'd this 
Temple, were an f admirable Piece of Cryſtal, + Plin. 
weighing fifty Pound, and a Root of true Cinna- Hift. Nat. 
mon of a conſiderable Weight, which ſhe conſe- I 37: © . 
crated herſelf in a Baſon of Gold. From this 
Root there diftill'd a Liquor, which falling down 

in el turn'd into Grains, and grew very 
hard. | | | 
Alfter all theſe Honours done to Tiberius, Li- 

via was caſting about how to conferr the ſame 
upon her Son Druſus, whom freſh Achievements 

in the Field had laden with Glory : But the News 

of his Death reach'd Rome almoſt as ſoon as that 

of his Victory; and the coſtly Preparation, which 

was making for his Triumph, was turn'd into 
mournful Proviſion for his Funeral. He was a 
Prince of the greateſt Merit; and having reduced 

the Catti, the Sicambri, and neighbouring People, 
ancient Germans, from whom thoſe of the Land- 
2 of Heſſe, and Province of Gelderland are 

eſcended, his Name ſtruck a Terrour throughout 

Germany ; where, notwithſtanding the vigorous Re- 
ſiſtance he met with, he carry'd his Conqueſts to 

the Banks of the Rhine, and even deſign'd to 


* 


pals that River. But he was arreſted by the 
Jands of Death, juſt in the Middle of this glo- 
rious Career: For walking one day by the Wa- 
ter-Side, a $ Ghoſt appear'd to him in the Shape of$ Dio, 
a fine Woman, and angrily accoſted him thus: ““. 55: 
IV hither does Ambition hurry you ? — Prince, Retire - 


® Sueton. 
in T ib» 


+ Senec. 
Conſol. 
ad Marc. 
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Ton are come to the laſt Period of your Conqueſts and 
your Life: And then it vaniſh'd. This fatal 
Prediction proved but too true. * Druſus died as 
he was going to Rome to receive the juſt Reward 


of his Victories. The News ſoon arriving at 


Court, the Publick Rejoicings were immediatel 
turn'd into a Publick Mourning. f Livis's AF. 
fliction was ſo great, that they were forced to 
tend for Philofophers to adminiſter Conſolation 
to her; and the Senate, to contribute thereto 


as much as poſſible, and alleviate the Lofs 


of Druſus, made her a Compliment of the Pri- 
vileges granted by the Laws to Women that had 
three Children: Poor Relief to the Agonies of 
her Soul! | 
Druſus certainly deſerv'd the Tears ſhed upon 
Occaſion of his Death. His Merit was ſubſtan- 
tial; and if true Vertue is to be found among 


the Heathens, this is the Prince muſt ſerve for 


the Model. Livia was not the only Perſon 
griev'd at his Death: Auguſtus, to whom he was 
Dear. for more Reafon than one, was likewiſe' 


very much concern'd; but Antonia, his Wife, 
more than either of them. She was Daughter to 


Mark Anthony the Triumvir ; and for her excel- 
lent Form both of Body and Mind, all the Wri- 
ters of Hiſtory are Guarantees. She had liv'd 
with Druſus in fo ſtrict an Union, and their re- 
ciprocal Love was ſo conſtant and inviolable, that 
they were a glorious Example of Conjugal Ver- 
tue and Fidelity, in a Court where Gallantry 
and Lewdneſs were grown cuſtomary and habi- 
tual. The irregular Conduct of the other Ladies, 
who without Scruple indulged themſelves in all 
the Pleaſures of Auguſtus's Court, which ſeem'd 
in ſome ſort authorized by Precedent, made no 


lmpreſſion upon Antonias Mind: The Maxims 


moſt likely to corrupt the Heart, found this 
Princefs's guarded by Wiſdom and ä Her 
8 | epu- 


* 
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Reputation was ſo far from being ſtain'd, that 
no Lady's in Rome was in higher Eſteem. Druſus 
was always the ſole Object of her Deſires ; inſo- 
much that ſhe * would never hear of a Second * Feſepb. 
Marriage, but devoted the reſt of her Life to 1 
his Memory. f She ſpent Part of it at a Villa; 18.7.8. 
ſhe took great Delight in; where, among other f V. Mar. 
innocent Diverſions, ſhe frequently # amuſed 1 5 = 
herſelf with feeding a Favourite Fiſh, upon which 15.7. c. 15. 
ſhe had dexterouſly fix d Pendants; a Curiofity 
that drew abundance of Company thither to ſee 
it. || "Fwas remark'd of Antonia, that ſhe never || Plinius, 
dit. : | | lib. 7. c. 55. 

Druſus being dead, Livia now collected all her 
Views to the ſole Promotion of her other Son: And 
foraſmuch as Auguſtus was already advanced in 
Years, ſhe judg'd it of the laſt Importance toward 
opening the Way for Tiberius to mount the Throne, 
for her to rid her Hands of all ſuch as could ob- 
ſtruct it, and eſpecially of thoſe who were look d 
upon as the Emperor's Succeſſors. There was 
nothing but ſhe might attempt without Fear. 
Caſar implicitly agreed to whatever ſhe propofed, 
without conſidering that by giving her ſuch an 
abſolute Power, he was Falſe to himſelf. Beſide, 
the Empreſs was in a manner adored at Rome, on 
the Account of her high Station and Proſperity. 
People ſtood more in Awe of her, than of the 
Emperor: Every body was ſubſervient to her 
Commands; and that which to others would have 
appear'd impoſſible, to Livia was eaſy, and coſt 
her no Trouble at all. For“ ſhe did not, in Tac. 
order to remove any Obſtacle to her Deſigns, Tbbilin. 
recurr to Open Force or Violence : Her 
crafty Politicks directed her Ambition to quite 
different Methods. She knew how to compaſs 
her Ends, by Means impenetrable even to the 


moſt Clear-ſighted. She had the Secret of con- 
cealing the very Footſteps of her Crimes; and it 
45 EI EK appear'd 
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appear'd in concluſion, that it was not without 

Sueton. Reaſon that Caligula call d her an Ulyſſes diſ- 

5 | # oh in Woman's Cloaths. 1 

+ Tait. It was to ſome ſᷓ ſecret Effort of her profound 

Annal. 1. and dangerous Politicks, that Men attributed the 

5 | ſudden and untimely Deaths of the Princes Caius 

and Lucius, Sons of Julia by Agrippa. The Merit 

of theſe two young Cæſars, who were ſo nearly 

related to Auguſtus, anſwer'd up to their high 

Birth : The Eyes of all the World were upon 

them as the next Heirs to the Empire; for there 

was no ground to think Cæſar would make Choice 

of one that was not of his Family; and Livia 

conſequently could have no doubt but the Suc- 

ceſſion would devolve upon them. On the other 

hand, Auguſtus had in a manner declared his 

Choice, by adopting his two Grand-Sons into 

his Family, whom he had before advanced to the 

higheſt Dignities in the State; for he had nomi- 

ated them Princes of the Roman Youth ; he 

deſign'd them the Conſulate the Moment they 

were of Age; and it may be ſaid, they had al- 

ready one Foot. upon the Throne : But this hap- 

pend to be the Boundary of their Fortune. 

Lucius Cæſar died ſuddenly at Marſeilles ; and his 

Brother Caius ended his Days at Lycia, upon his 

Return, from the War of Armenia, wherein he 

_ a Wound level'd at him, no doubt, from 
3 | 28 gr 

Auguſtus having now none of his Family left, 

but Agrippa, the laſt and poſthumous Son of Julia, 

he adopted him in Con junction with Tiberius the 

Son of Livia. This Adoption, which divided the 

Empire between Tiberius and the Emperor's Grand- 

Son, one would think ſhould have ſatisfy'd the 

ambitious Livia. But ſhe could not bear the 

Thoughts of ſuch a Partnerſhip, nor patiently ſee 

a Collegue quarter'd upon her Son, in a Dig- 

nity which had coſt her ſo many Cares and {9 

5 27 ; | many 
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many Crimes: Conſequently, ſhe made what 


She employ'd all her Art to give the Emperor 
ill Impreſſions of Agrippa; poiſoning his Mind 
with a thouſand malicious Stories of that poor 


Prince, upon whoſe minuteſt Actions ſhe put 


falſe Gloſſes: But ſhe had gain'd ſuch a Knack at 
making Auguſtus believe what ſhe pleas'd, that 
in ſhort his Grand-Son was baniſh'd to the Ifle 
of Plana ſia. £ | E414 | 
This Exile was reckon'd very cruel, becauſe it 
was very unjuſt. Agrippa had not indeed ſo po- 
lite and genteel a way of Behaviour, as his Bro- 
thers the Princes Lucius and Caius diſtinguiſn'd 


themſelves by: His Natural Temper was, on « T,c;. 
the contrary, a little moroſe, and not to be ſof- Aunal. 1. 


ten'd by the Court : His Roughneſs of Mind ever 
ſhew'd itſelf in his Manners; and his Education 
was but moderate: But when this is ſaid, there are 
no other Crimes to reproach him withall, if Livia 
had not found too great an one in the Honour 

he had to be ſo nearly related to Auguſtus. 
Thus did the blind Condeſcenſion, which that 
Emperor had for all Livia's Demands, render 
him a Tyrant in his Family, and an unhappy In- 
ſtrument to ſerve her Ambition to its Deſtruc- 
tion, Covering her perfidious Deſigns under a 
— Zeal for Cæſar's Glory, ſhe paved the 
ay for her Son's Advancement to the Throne, 
by ruining thoſe who could prevent, or even 
retard it. Auguſtus ſaw this at laſt, but too 
late to remedy it. He-complain'd to ſome Friends 
in whom he could confide, how cruel Fortune 
had been to him, in ſweeping away ſo nume- 
rous a Family in ſo ſhort a Time, and laying 
him under the hard Neceſſity of calling to the 
Succeſſion his Wife's Son, in prejudice: to the 
only Grand-Son he had left, whom he had con- 
demn'd to a rigorous Baniſhment, for what ns 
| © 
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Haſte ſhe could, to get clear of this Vexation. 
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he knew not. He remark'd upon the ſudden Loſs 
of his Nephew Marcellus, and his Grand-Children 
Lucius and Caius, who were taken off before they 
came to Years of Maturity, and by a ſort of 
Death wherein it was beliey'd there was ſome- 
thing more than Ordinary. Theſe Reflexions 
melted down his Heart, and open'd his Eyes to 

the Misfortunes of Prince Agrippa, againft whom 

they had ſo groundleſly exaſperated him ; and 
believing that he had now diſcover'd the true 
Motive of it, nothing would ſerve him but he 
- muſt go make him a Viſit in the Place of his 
Exile. He communicated this Deſign to no Soul 
but Fabius Maximus; judging it improper to con- 
| fide an Affair of that Delicacy in the Hands of 
n. Many; and when all things were * concerted to 
= nat t. render his Voyage as ſecret as poſſible, he de- 
parted for Planaſia, accompany'd only by the ſaid 
Senator. The Interview was very mcving and 
affectionate. Caſar's Heart ſmote within him at 
the Sight of his Grand-Son: The Tears trickled 
down both 01 — _ pore of the Em- 

peror gave Fabius Expectation of ſeeing the youn 
1 reftored to Favour. 25 | 82 
Mean while, this Voyage was not ſo violent 
a Secret as Auguſtus imagined. Maxi mus had not 
the Power to keep it from his Wife Mania ; 
and Martia had the Weakneſs or Imprudence 
to whiſper it to Livia. This ſow d the Seeds of 
bitter en and Diſtruſt in the Mind of that 
Princeſs, and afterward proved fatal both to 
Cæſar and his Grand-Son. Nay Livia, with all 
her Policy, could not help declaring her Uneaſi- 
neſs to the Emperor. She told him with an Air 
of Pride and Revenge, That he was in the 
* wrong to pretend to conceal that Journey from 
ber: That all that Precaution and Myſtery he 
©. had affected, could never be required ina Viſit 
to Planaſia: That the Loſs of his Confidence 


could 
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©« of his Diſtruſt, he had render 
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te could not but be a very great Grief to her; 
* and the more, becauſe by this ſignal Inftance 

4 her odious 
* to his Succeſſor, who muſt always have ſtrange 
« Apprehenſions of her, ſince it was notorious 
« that Auguſtus himſelf had.” / 

The Emperor, who had entruſted no body but 
Maximus with the Secret of his Voyage, knew it 
muft be he that reveal'd it; and this Imprudence 
of the Senator begot in Cæſar's Heart ſuch a 
Rancour and Reſentment, that the next time he 
appear d before him, he gave him ſuch an angry 
Look, as convinced him of his Diſgrace; where- 
upon he reſolv'd that very Moment to put a 


Period tb his Life. He only communicated his 


Deſign to his Wife; telling her, that ſince he 
was ſo unhappy as to have loſt the Emperor's Fa- 
vour, by betraying the Secret of the Journey to 


Planaſia, he was determin'd not to ſurvive it. 


Martia reply'd, ſhe was the Guilty Perſon: 
„ It is I, ſaid ſbe, that have been the Cauſe of * F. Lin, 


„ your Ruin; and ſince I have render d my- l Tacit. 


* ſelf unworthy of your Confidence, by reveal- 
ing a Secret the Importance whereof I ſhould 
have known, it is juſt in me to puniſh the 
* Indiſcretion of my Tongue. Scarce had ſhe 


utter d theſe Words, when taking a naked Dagger, 


| ſhe þ ſheathed it in her Breaſt ; and Maximus in H Platare. 


Deſpair follow'd her Example. (s) Tacitus does 
not allow this violent Death of Martia; but on 
the contrary, aſſerts her Exceſs of Sorrow at his 
Funeral, and that ſhe charged herſelf with being 
the Cauſe of his Death. Be that as it will, A#- 
guſtus had not Time to make an Alteration in 
Agrippa's Fortune ; for he died ſoon after, not 
without Suſpicion of foul Play on the part of 


_ (5) Auditos, in funere ejus, | ſantts quod cauſa exitii ma- 
Martiæ gemitus, ſemet incu- | rito fuiſſet. | 
FO . | Livia, 


$80 - Lrivia DxvsSiLtta; | 
Livia, who was thought to have Men him poi- 
ſon'd Figs ; thus precipitating the Death of Czſar, 
for fear Agrippa ſhould turn the 'Tide of Chance, 
and fruſtrate the Hopes of her Son Tiberius. 
It was at Nola that Auguſtus breathed his laſt, 
and in the ſame Chamber where his Father Octa- 
 vius died. His laſt Words were in favour of 
Pt. Livia; for after he had ask d his Friends, f whe- 
ther they did not think he had acted his Part 
well upon the Stage of the World, he directed 


l 27 ay] his Diſcourſe to his Wife, and || charged her to 


remember their Marriage as long as ſhe liv'd ; 
which he had no ſooner ſaid, but he gave up 
the Ghoſt, with manifeſt Tokens of his Affection 
to the laſt Moment. His Death was very much 
regretted at Rome; for as they were to ſerve 
a Maſter, the Republick could not have a better. 
His Bounty and Generoſity had made the greateſt 
and moſt popular Citizens gladly ſtoop under the 
Yoak of Servitude. His Moderation convinced 
all Mankind; that with regard to the Cruelties 
_ exerciſed by the Triumvirate, he had departed 
from the natural Bent of his Temper, which was 
by no means for Blood; and his admirable Ver- 
tues made Men ſay of him, that he ought never 
to have died, or never to have been born. 
_ His Death was kept very ſecret for ſome time, 
Livia and her Court apprehending that T:berius's 
Abſence might be prejudicial to his Intereft : 
But no ſooner did he arrive, than the ſame Trum- 
pet notify'd Augyſtus's Deceaſe, and Tiberius's Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne. Livia's Policy was not 
aſleep upon this Occaſion. She made ſnhew of an in- 
eonſolable Sorrow, appear d almoſt difloly'd in Tears, 
and ſpent Day and Night in Sighing and Silence. 
It was one of her firſt Cares, to ſee that all ima- 
ginable Honours were paid to the Memory of 
Auguſtus. She procured him the + Apotheoffs , and 
endeavour d to perſuade People in good —— 
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that Caſar was ſomething more than Man. Thie 
Senator Atticus alſo, to make his Court to Livia, 
gave Credit and Currency to this impious No- 
tion, by ſwearing that he ſaw Auguſtus's Soul 
aſcending to the Skies ; and that Empreſs, who 
knew Atticus did not deſign it gratis, made him 
a very conſiderable Preſent as a Recompence for 
his mercenary (t) Oath. Magnificent Temples 
were built in Honour to this new God. Altars 
were erected, and Prieſts conſecrated to him; and 
Livia herſelf would be one of his Prieſteſſes. Au- 
guſtus, in his Will, appointed her Heir to a Third 

Part of his Eſtate, and adopted WI the Fa- 
mily of the Julius's, whence ſhe took the Name 
of Julia; and thus, by an odd ſort of Medley, 
Livia was at the ſame time Auguſtuss Widow, 
his Daughter, and his Prieſteſs. ; 

The new Reign was uſher'd in and ſignalized 
by the Murder of the Poſthumous Agrippa. Livia 
revenged Auguſtus's Diffidence upon that unfor- 
tunate Prince; and to palliate her Inhumanity, 
gave out that it was done in purſuance of an Ar- 
ticle of that Emperor's Will. But this did not 
hinder People from thinking it a Crime of Livia's, 
added to the many others ſhe had been guilty 
of, to ſecure to herſelf the Dominion ; which grew 
more and more abſolute in proportion as the Ro- 
mans ſank deeper and deeper into baſe Submiſſi- 


(t) Atticus did that out of 

lattery and Complaiſance for 
Livia, which the Senator Pro- 
culus had formerly done out 
of Policy. For Romulus being 
aſſaſſinated by the Senators, 
whom he had begun to trear 
with Haughtineſs, while he 


was haranguing the People to 


ward the Cloſe of the Day, 
Proculus, to appeaſe the Mul 

titude, who were in Confuſi- 
on upon their King's diſappear- 
ing, told them, that Romulus 


was flown up into Heaven, 
and ſwore that he ſaw him 
with a venerable Countenance 
likeunto a God's : Which the 
People believ'd the more rea- 
dily, becauſe juſt at the Time 
when Romulus was murder'd, 
there happen'd a violent Storm 
which diſpers'd the People, 
and gave the Senators an Op- 
portunity of ridding them- 
ſelves of their King, without 


being perceiv'd. 


on 


Die biete, 

on and Compliance; for their Flattery was put 
to it for new Honours to ſoothe that Empreſs. 
They confirm'd her in the Title of Mother of her 
Country; and order'd that to Tiberius's other Ap- 
pellations, that of Livia's Son ſhould be added; 
inſinuating as if the Honour of that Prince's having 
her for his Mother would give new Luſtre to his 
former Titles. They were even of Opinion, that 
by a Privilege altogether new, the ought to have 
an Altar of Adoption: But Tiberius, who did not 
go all the Lengths of his Mother's Ambition, re- 
jected that fulſome Offer of the Senate: For in- 
deed he look'd npon the too great Extent of 
Livia's Authority, as a ſort of Diminution of his 
own. He rar Loy to thoſe ſervile Magiſtrates, 
that Honour ought to be diſtributed to the Fair 
Sex by Weight and Meaſure ; that for his own 
part, he would never ſuffer exceſſive ones to be 
voted to himſelf; and, covering his Jealouſy of 


Livia's Power, under the Veil of Moderation and 


Reſerve, he would not permitt them to augment 
that Princeſs's Houſhold with ſo much as a ſingle 

Officer. | | 
This Conduct of Tiberius was very mortifying 
to Livia, who had an inexhauſtible Fund of Am- 
bition, and was eaten up, as it were, with the Itch 
of Government. She look d upon her Son's For- 
tune to be the Fruit of her Labours; and as ſhe 
had rais d him to the Throne, principally with a 
View to perpetuate her own Authority, ſhe was 
inceſſantly dinning his Ears with what ſhe had done 
for him, and gave him to underſtand it was to her 
he was indebted for the Empire: As much as to 
ſay, he ought to make Returns anſwerable to the 
Nature of the Obligation. Tiberius, however, 
very often fell ſhort: And whether it was, that 
he had not an over-grateful and generous Soul; 
or whether he conld not bear his Mother's car- 
rying her own Authority higher than that the 
WS, 


S 1 


S . as. 


Conſort to AUGUSTUS. 83 
Laws, he took all the Opportunities that offer'd, 
to curb her boundleſs Ambition. | 3 
The Affair of Urgulania, the Empreſs's chief 
Favourite, furniſh'd him with one, and at the 
ſame time gave Piſo Occaſion to ſhew an admira- 
ble Firmneſs, when Fawning and Flattery had 
juftled themſelves into the Place of Vertue. That 
Senator, to recover a Sum of Money he had lent . = 
to Urgulania, was obliged to have recourſe to the 
Prator's Authority, who cited her to appear before 
him. Urgulania had vaſt Intereſt at Court; inſo- 
much that Livia made her a ſort of Bulwark to 
her Power; and the Protection with which the“ Tacie: 
Empreſs honour'd her upon all Occaſions publick 3 
or private, had render'd her ſo proud and haugh- hs. 
ty, that in deſpight of the oldeſt and ſevereſt Laws, 
ſhe diſdain'd. to go to the Senate, or before any 


50 other Magiſtrates, when legally ſummon'd ſo to 
of do; and made it f neceſſary for a Prætor to go + Tacit. 
id to her, and take her e or receive her Aunal. 4. 
nt Anſwers. 'Theſe ſhameful Compliances, deroga- *** 


le tory from the Dignity and Authority of the Se- 


nate, ſet that Roman Lady ſo high above the reſt 
of her Sex, that being ſecure of the Empreſs's 


9 

p Protection, ſhe fancy'd ſhe might make a Noſe of 
ch Wax of the Laws. She ſhew'd ſuch a Contempt 
r. WW for the Prator's Summons, that inſtead of obeying 
ne them, ſhe went to the Emperor's Palace at the 
a very Inſtant ſhe ought to have appear'd in Court. 
bas It 18 true, Urgulania had Livia's Power to ſcreen 
me her in her bold and irregular way of Proceeding ; 
og for that Empreſs, who could no more ſet Bounds 
to to her Authority, than to her Ambition, rais'd 
che a prodigious Clamour againſt Piſo for his barba- 
er,; rous Incivility; and would have it, that ſhe was 
1 ſtruck at in the Perſon of her Favourite, ſince to 
ul; ſue one ſo univerſally known to be under her 
ar- Protection, was the ſame thing, ſhe aid, as to in- 
the ſult herſelf. | 


G 2 Tiberius 
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Tiberius found it very difficult to avoid concern-' 
ing himſelf in an Affair which his Mother had 
fo much at Heart; and tho* he had not the leaſt 
Inclination to break in upon the Laws, yet he 
thought himſelf obliged in Decency to ſolicite 
the Prætor in Urgulania's behalf, who was indeed 
feverely handled by her unpoliſh'd Creditor ; or, 
at leaſt, he muſt pretend * do. He ſet out 
from his Palace therefore, to go to the Prator's 
Houſe, affecting an eaſy and compoſed Counte- 
nance: But to give the Magiſtrate Time to de- 
termine the Matter before his Arrival, he ſtopt 
often enough in the Streets, talking with ſuch of 
his Courtiers as he met, to convince any body, 
that he did not much trouble himſelf how Urgu- 
lania's Affair went. Livia was one of the firſt 
that apprehended his Meaning ; and to fave her- 
ſelf the Mortification of ſeeing Judgment given 
contrary to her Inclination, ſhe ſent for Piſe and 
paid him what her Favourite ow'd him. 1 
This was not the only Occaſion wherein the 
Emperor ſhew'd his Indifference to his Mother; 
but there happen'd another much more ſhocking, 
her Honour and Reputation being directly at- 
* Tacit. tack d. * Farilia, Grand- Daughter to a Siſter of 
Annal. 2. Auguſtus, had ſpoken not diſreſpectfully only, but 
indeed very abuſtvely of Tiberius and Livia, in 4 
numerous Aſſembly. This was charged upon her 
as a Crime; and leſt her Puniſhment ſhould ſeem 
to exceed her Demerit, the was farther accuſed 
of horrid Adultery, and of tainting the Blood of 
the Cæſars by an infamous Proftitution of herſelf. 
Farilia's Ruin was now the Expectation of all 
that knew her. The Charge againſt her was 
heavy, and affected the Honour of the Emperor 
and his Mother. Perſons convicted of ſuch Crimes 
were generally made to undergo the fevereſt Pu- 
niſnment; ſo that tis very likely the Senate 
thought it proper to conſult Tiberius, for fear 
2 | he 
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ne ſhould think ee too mild. But 

˖ that Prince did not anſwer the Expectations of 

5 Furilia's Accuſers, nor of Livia and the Publick, 4 

G He told them, the Julian Law had ſufficiently 

f ſettled the Penalties of Adultery ; and that for his 

| part, he would not have it made a Crime in Farilia 

5 to ſpeak Ill of him. There now remain'd only 

8 what concern'd Livia; and the Conſul deſired 

2 the Emperor's Advice therein. Tiberius did not 

2 immediately return an Anſwer; but they might 

7 have read it in his Countenance; and the day 

0 following, he went to the Senate, and declared 
i as on the part of his Mother, that whatever might 5. 


have been ſaid againſt her, ſhe paſs'd it by, and 
A defired it might make no Article of Accuſation. 

This was the Reward that Livia receiv'd for all | 
the Crimes ſhe had perpetrated, to advance her 
Son to the Throne. Neither yet did this un- | 
grateful Uſage produce an Alteration of Condu& 
in her. She was for making Tiberius eaſy and 
quiet in the Poſſeſſion of that Throne, to which 
(he had rais'd him at the Expence of the Lives of 
all the Princes entitled to it. And to the end that 
he might have nothing to give him Umbrage, or 
alarm his Jealouſy, ſhe perſecuted to the Death as 
many of Auguſtus s Race, as were conſiderable ei- 
ther for their Birth or their Merit. Wherefore, 
as Prince Germanicus and his Conſort Agrippina 
were beyond Contradiction Perſons of the rareſt 
Accompliſhments, and in the higheſt Reputation 
of any in Rome, Livia and Tiberius reſolv'd at all 
Adventures to get rid of them. : 
Germanicus was Son to Druſus and Antonia, whoſe 
Characters we have already given. He poſleſs'd * Tacir. 
all the fine Qualities, Military, Civil, and Political, unal 2. 
in ſuch a high degree, that he was compared to“ 4. 
Alexander the Great, whoſe Vertues he enjoy'd, 
without his Failings, f He was brave without + Sueton; 
Precipitation, wiſe, moderate, genteel, affable, in- in Caio. 

| | 8 3 Iiolably 


* 
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violably faithful, prudent, and an Enemy to Vice: 
He was animated with a large and noble Soul, 
and a Spirit great without Arrogance; temperin 
the Gravity of his Rank with a great deal of 
Good-Nature and Courteſy. His Parts were 
equal to his Birth: All his Thoughts were noble; 
he was a perfect Maſter in the Art of Speaking, 
and was ignorant of nothing that a Prince ought to 
know. By all theſe Vertues and excellent Qua- 
lifications, Germanicus was well deſerving of the 
Praiſes that were given him, and the Value Men 
had for him, not only in Rome and the Empire, but 
even among their Enemies. Never was General 
ſo well belov'd by his Troops, as that Prince 
was by his, who would very often have conferr d 
the Empire upon him; but he refuſed it, out of 


a Moderation which render'd him the more wor- 
thy of it. | | 


* 


Neither did the Character of his Spouſe Agrip- 


pina in any reſpect fall ſhort of his. She was 
Grand-Daughter to 4agaſtus, and a Princeſs of that 
Vertue, that there is no Fear of launching too far 
in her Commendation. Her Chaſtity was ſo ge- 
nerally eftabliſh'd, as to be out of the Reach of 
the vileſt Tongue to calumniate ; and this Vertue 
was the more to be admired in her, becauſe in 
her Mother's Conduct ſhe might have ſeen In- 
ſtances of too great a Licentiouſneſs. She had an 
exalted Courage, and ſuch a Greatneſs of Soul, as 
it may be ſaid of her, ſhe had none of the Foibles 
of her Sex. Aerippina had, on the other hand, 
all thoſe Defects, which in Perſons of her Rank 
paſs for noble Vices. She was proud, haughty, 
and ambitious ; uncapable of the leaſt Condeſcenſi- 
on, or debaſing herſelf, as it was call'd ; and ſnew d 
upon all Occaſions a Heart that was Proof againſt 
the Rebuffs of Fortune. Bearing an Antipathy 
to Diſſimulation and Flattery, a Vein of ſtrict 
and unſhaken Truth ran thro? all her ranger? 
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and you might ſee in her Perſon, her Expreſſions, 
and her Conduct, that Air of Pride inſpired into 
her by her Birth; together with the glorious 
Teſtimony her own Heart bore her, of the Inte- 
grity of her Life, and a Wiſdom univerſally ad- 
mired. 8 Gan n 1 ug 
Livia, whoſe Reputation was ambiguous enough,“ Tacit. 
notwithſtanding the regular Outſide ſhe affected Anal. 2. 
to put on, could not bear this high Opinion the 
World entertain'd of Agrippina s Vertue, which 
heighten'd her Jealouſy the more, becauſe, ſhe 
herſelf could not help admiring it. Being on the 
other hand accuſtomed to receive the promiſcuous 
Homage of all Perſons of Rank and Diſtinction at 
Rome, who uſed to ſtudy in her Countenance the 
Honours and Submiſfions- that would pleaſe her, 
it was inſupportable that Agrippina ſhould be tl 
only Perſon to ſtand aloft, and not yield the Tri- 
bute which every body elſe paid her. This Air 
of Stiffneſs ſeem'd to her to diſpute her Autho- 
rity ; and ſhe was the more uneaſy. upon it, be- 
cauſe ſhe would have every thing give way to 
her Ambition. Hence aroſe that Emulation which 
divided theſe two Princeſſes, and that implacable 
Hatred which Livia bore Agrippina as long as 
ſhe liv'd. N Tres Log 
Neither was Tiberius exempt from Jealouſy upon 
the account of Germanicus; and his Hate was ſo 
much the more dangerous, in regard it was con- 
ceal'd. He could not ſee without Envy the Vertues 
in that Prince which he knew wanting in himſelf, 
Germanicus s Triumphs reſounded his Fame through- 


out the Empire, and met with ſuch a general Ap- 


plauſe, (the certain Sign of Merit) as graved in the 
Emperor's Heart the indelible Lines of Jealouſy, 
which were render d ſtronger by the Love that all 
the World ſhew'd for Germanicus. Hence that 
malicious Aſſiduity with which Tiberius and his 
Mother Livia nn to traverſe the Doe 
G 4 0 
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of that Prince: And ſeeing this Perſecution 
could not riſe to the Satisfaction of their Wiſhes, 
they anſwer'd them at laſt by the Death of that 
Great Man, who was poiſon'd by the Treachery 
of Piſo and his Wife Plancina, ſent on purpoſe 
by Tiberius and Livia into Syria, where Germanicus 
commanded the Army. Ke en 
It is true, Tiberius, to be thought innocent of 
this Murder, pretended to be mightily afflicted, 
when the News was brought him of that Prince's 
Death ; but it was impoſlible for him to wipe off 
the Suſpicion; for the Secret Orders he gave 
Piſo in relation to Germgnicus, had not only been 
ſeen in that Senator's Hands, but he even reſolv'd 
to produce them in full Senate, to juſtify himſelf, 
and caſt the Odium of the Poiſon, and all that 
|, ad been done in Sia, upon the Emperor. Agrip- 
Pina having gather'd up her Conſort's Aſhes, ſet 
out with them for Rome; where when ſhe arrived, 
all the Orders of the City honour'd with their 
Tears that precious Depofitum , which refreſh'd 
their Memories with the fragrant Vertues of 
Germanicus, They went out of Town to meet 
the Convoy, full of Grief and Mourning; and 
paid to the Manes of that Prince an Offering of 
the ſincereſt and moſt affectionate Sorrow. Never 
was ſuch a Concourſe of People known at any 
Sight. All the Houſes in Town were deſerted. 
The Senate, the Knights, the People, the Women, 
the Children; in ſhort, every Creature in the 
City went out to meet the Urn; ard they re- 
ceiv'd it with as much Reſpect, as if it had been 
Ge the Image of a God. v 
* Taci. Neither Livia, nor Tiberius however appear d; 
Annal. 3 as thinking it not convenient to ſhew themſelves 
in Publick, for fear their Countenances ſhould 
be ſcann d, and People ſhould ſee in their Faces 
the Joy of their Hearts upon Occaſion of Ger- 
wanicurs Death. But the Satisfaction Tiberius 
ith e 
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rea 'd from it, was too too manifeſt, when he 


baſely gave up the Blood of his Nephew, which 
Agrippina was obliged to petition the Senate to re- 
venge : And Livia for her part was ſo little chary 
of her Exultation, that ſne avowedly eſpouſed the 
Cauſe of Plancina, and by her Intrigues and Au- 
thority ſcreen'd her from the Puniſhment due 
to her heinous Perfidiouſneſs. | 
The Empreſs having thus ſacrificed to her Jea- 
louſy and her Ambition all the Victims they could 


crave, ſhe now bent her Thoughts altogether #x 


upon the Pleaſure of enjoying the Sovereignty 
without Allay or Controul. She made a ſort of 
Idol of her Grandeur and Authority, to which 
the Romans paid a greater Devotion than to their 
Gods. The Senate dwindled into Panegyrick and 
Submiſſion. Sagacious at finding Ways to pleaſey 
they invented new Honours to offer up to her 
Vanity; and carry'd their Flattery ſo far, as to 
grant that Princeſs a Privilege of ſitting among 
the Veſtal Virgins in the Theater; thus placing 
among the Nuns, a Woman the fartheſt from it 
of any in the World, notwithſtanding the Pains 
ſhe was at to ſalve Appearances. For after all, 
the Preſents ſhe made to the "Temples of the 
Gods, as well in the Provinces as at Rome, were 
only to dazzle the Eyes of the Vulgar. That at 
Jeruſalem taſted moſt largely of her Beneficence 
for ſhe ſent thither ſeveral Veſſels of Gold, and 
other things of very great Value, as ſo many 
Monuments of her Piety, which was at bottom 
mere Hypocriſy. 12 
Mean while, Tiberius ſaw with a great deal 


of Concern this. boundleſs Ambition of his Mo- 
ther: For tho' that Prince was haughty and am- 


bitious enough himſelf, yet he was for the Sub- 
ſtantial Part of Government, and hated the Pomp 
and Pageantry of it; infomuch that to him the 
flaring Outſide Livia affected, was in ſupportable. 
He diſſembled however, ſo long as he ſaw the 
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Empreſs content herſelf with Titles and Honours ; 
but when he perceiv'd that her Pride would not 
ſtop there, he could not forbear ſhewing his 
Diſlike of her Proceedings ; and particularly with 
regard to what ſhe did one day, upon Occaſion 
of the dedicating an Image to the Memory of 
Auguſtus, near the Theater of Marcellus ; to wit, 
the contriving a pompous Inſcription, wherein 
her own Name was put before that of the Em- 
ror. Tiberius, who look'd upon this Preference 
as a fort of Invaſion of his Right, was never- 
thelefs deſirous to avoid all Opportunities of em- 
broiling himſelf with his Mother ; and therefore 
framing an Excuſe to leave Rome, he retired to 
(u) Capræ, where he ſpent the reſt of his Life in 
thoſe filthy Pleaſures which cannot be read with- 
cut Bluſhing and Aſtoniſnment, while Livia go- 
vern'd with an abſolute Sway at Rome. 
Tiberius's Abſence gave People a greater Awe 
than ordinary of his Mother's Authority; inſo- 
much that Livia might be ſaid to govern the Em- 
pire as ſne pleas d. Neither was it a ſhort time that 
ſhe enjoy d this Pleaſure ; for ſhe liv'd to a very 
advanced Age, thro' the Goodneſs of her Con- 
ftitution, and an excellent State of Health, which 


() Capre was an Ifland,f from the Sea. This Place T;- 
that had no Port or Haven for | herius choſe for his Seraglio; 
Ships of Burden to enter, and and here he gave himſelf up 
could receive nothing big- to the moſt ſcandalous De- 

r than Fregates and ſmall | bauches that ever were heard 
8 neither could theſe of. Formerly there were two 
approach without being diſco- Towns in this Iſland; now 
ver'd by the Sentinels who there is but one, which is call'd 
were placed to watch what | Capri, and is a Biſhop's See, 
paſſed upon the Sea. The Air | Suffragan ta Amalfi, or Melſi, 
of this Iſland was very tempe- an Archbiſhoprick in the Pro- 
rate, and mild even in Win- vince of Baſilicata in the 

ter; the Violence of the Wind Kingdom of Naples, where 

being broke by the neighbour- | Giouanni Gioia, who invented 


ing Mountains which ſhelter'd | the Sea-Compaſs, was born. 
the Iſle. And in Summer the] Prima dedit nautis uſum 
| Heats were not exceſſive, the magnetis Amalphis. 


ſhe 


Air being cool'd by Breezes 
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Conſort to Avus rus. or 


the attributed to the Wine of Pezzino, and to = 
a ſort of Preſerve ſhe made of a Root call'd : Plinius, 
by Pliny Enula Campana, or Elicampane, which Me lib. 14- c.6. 


regularly eat every day. But at laſt, ſhe was call'd 
upon to pay her Tribute to Nature: Livia fell 
ill; and an Expreſs was diſpatch'd to Capræ, to 
acquaint Tiberius with the News. 

If the Cords of Nature were too weak to drag 
the Emperor from his infamous Retirement, yet 
ſurely the Ties of Gratitude might have prevail'd 
with him to pay One Viſit at leaſt to his dying 
Mother, who had given him the Empire. But 
Tiberius ſhook off both the one and the other; 
and whether he had no Inclination to ſee his 
Mother ; or whether he was aſhamed to ſhew at 
Rome an Old-Age which all People there knew 
to be immerged in the filthieſt Vices; or laſtly, 
whether he was reduced to the Wretchedneſs of 
not daring to contradict his Favourite (w) Sejanus, 
who was for keeping him at Capræ, to hold the 
Reins of Government in his own Hands ; certain 
it is, that he excuſed himſelf under divers Pre- 


tences. f Livia died at the Age of Fourſcore I Dio, 
and upward ; and her || Body being depoſited in 4,88. 


Auguſtus's Mau ſoleum, her Grand-Son Caius Cali- | 2 's. 


gula pronounced her Funeral Oration. 

The Senate decreed no leſs Honours to Livia's 
Memory, than they had done to her Perſon: But 
Tiberius always affecting a great Shew of Mode- 


(w) Alius Sejanus was Co- 
Jonel of the Pretorian Guards. 
He rais'd himſelf, by his Ad- 
dreſs, to the higheſt degree 
of Favour that ever Courtier 
reach'd ; and engroſs'd all Ti- 
berius's Confidence, He was 
ſo tranſported with Ambition, 
as to dare aſpire at the Empire. 
He poiſon'd Prince Druſas , 


Aperippina and her whole Fa- 
mily. He was Author of al- 
moſt all the Violences T:herius 
committed. At laſt,this Prince 
ſaw thro' Sejanus's perhdious 
Deſigns, and had him con- 
demn'd by the Senate at the 
very Inſtant that the haughty 
Favourite thought the Empe- 
ror was labouring to promote 


the Emperor's Son; and per- 
ſecuted with Helliſh Cruelty 


| him yet higher. 


ration, 


* Goo 
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ration, forbid them to be paid her: Neither would 
he permitt them to grant her the Apotheoſis. And 
left the World ſhould cenſure. him as failing in 
the Reſpe& he ow'd to his Mother's Memory, 
he gave out, that it was her own Requeſt when 
living, that Divine Honours might not be paid 
to her after her Death, | 
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CONSORT. 
TO. een 1/191. de 
TIBERIUS CAS AR. 


DAE 2p HERE is no ſuch thing as Complete 
4 a3 Felicity in this World. The gayeſt 
. I Fortune, and the higheſt Rank, do 
not make their Poſſeſſors ſo happy, 

but Something is always wanting to 
their Deſires. This was a Satyriſt's Opinion 


in the Reign of Auguſtus; and 1 do not know 


any body has better juſtify'd it, than that Empe- 


ror. His Valour and the Succeſs of his Arms had 


made him Maſter of the Univerſe. The Mild- 
neſs of his Government, the Beneficence of his 
Temper, and the Prudence of his Adminiftration, 
had effaced the Memory of the Triumwvirate's 
Cruelties, in which 3 had too large a Share, 
and brought the loftieſt Minds to ſtoop under the 
Yoak of Servitude. He was dreaded by his Ene- 
mies, reſpected by the moſt diſtant People, be- 
lov'd by his Subjects, and eſteem'd by all the 


World. f He made the whole Earth ſenſible of + Seton: 
the Charms of Peace, which was ſo much wanted in Aug. 
and deſired, and proved the joyfut Fruit of the 


Victories 


Od. 16. J. 2. 
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Victories he had gain'd over thoſe who were in 
Truth more jealous of his Glory and Fortune; 
than zealous for the Publick Liberty. In a word, 
the Bounds of his Empire were thoſe of the Uni- 
verſe; and, to judge of things by Appearances, 


Auguſtus ſnould in this Situation have been the 


happieſt Man alive. But if, without ſuffering 
our Eyes to be dazzled with the Luſtre of his 
Grandeur and his Fortune, we make a nearer 
Approach to him ; if we view this ſame Auguſtus 
in his Cabinet, and ſift to the bottom of his 
Heart, we ſhall be convinced that the Inquie- 
tudes and Diſtruſts, the Fears and the Anxieties, 
that uſually reign'd within, were more than a Ba- 
lance for the gawdy Pleaſure of Governing. For 
indeed, what a Weight of Cares was that exalted 
Condition always attended with? Not to men- 
tion the untimely Death of his Nephew Marcellus, 
which ſo nearly affected him; nor the numerous 
*. Conſpiracies from time to time form'd againſt 
him, ſufficient to give any Prince the dreadful'ft 
Frights and Alarms: To paſs over the Defeat 
in of Lollius, and the Overthrow of (a) Varus, which 


(a) Ouintilius Varus was the Barbarians, he was entire- 
of a Family more Illuſtrious ly defeated. Three Legions 
than Noble. He had been Go- | and all the Auxiliary Troops 
vernor of Syria, and occalion*d | were cut in pieces, and almoſt 
this Saying of him, That be | all the Officers ſlain. Varus 
came poor into avi þ Province, reſolv'd not to ſurvive his 
and went rich out of a poor Dilgrace, and kill'd himſelf, 
one: He was afterward ſent after the Example of his Fa- 
to Ciſapline Gaul, where he ther and Grand-Father, who 
caus dall Viroil's Eſtate, which] upon the like Diſaſters made 
had been ſeiz d by the Troops, | away with themſelves. The 
'to be reſtored to him : An Act News of the Defeat of the 
of Generoſity which the Poet Army and the Loſs of the 
did not fail to record in one | Troops, being broug 
ol his Eclogues. Auguſtus after Auguſtus was ſeiz d with an 
this gave Varus the Command | exceſſive Sorrow. He tore his 
of the Army he ſent againſt | Cloaths, cry'd and groan'd 
the Germans; but Varus, ſuf- with a terrible Noiſe, and 
C Fortng himſelf to be ſurprized | knock'd his Head againſt the 
by Arminius, who commanded | Wall, calling out, Varus, Wes 
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t to Rome, 


oc c 
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ſo ſenſibly touch'd him, that he indulged his Sor- 
row in ſeveral things beneath the Dignity of a 
great Emperor : And contenting ourſelves withthe 
ſingle Affliction which his only Daughter Julia's 
dilute Life muſt neceſſarily give him ; ſhall we 
not eſteem that Prince the moſt Unhappy Man, 
in the higheſt and happieſt Poſt that can be 
enjoy'd by Mortals ? Shame, Confuſion, Anger, 
Repentance, were ſo many greedy. Vulturs con- 
tinually preying upon his Heart. Scipio, Gracchus, 
Criſpinus, and the reſt of his Daughter's Gallants, 


* were to him as {worn Conſpirators againſt him- * Suter. 
ſelf. Julius Anthony, and Julia were to that Em- 2 


peror another Triumvirate, and a ſecond Cleopa- 
tra: In a word, Julia ſeem'd to be born only 
to chequer her Father's Fortune by her repeat- 
ed and abominable Vices. | | 

She was Daughter to Cæſar Auguſtus by his 
third Wife Scribonia; and that Emperor took 
ſuch a particular Care of her Education, that 
the crying Enormities with which ſhe diſhonour'd 
herſelf, muſt be attributed altogether to an un- 
accountable Depravation of Nature: For Augu- 
ſtus, who had noble Views for his Family, kept 
ſuch a ſtrict Watch upon the Conduct of his 
Daughter Julia, as acquainted him with all her 
moſt indifferent Actions: And to obviate the 
Dangers of too much Leiſure, frequently the 


Inlet to all manner of Vice, he found her con- | 


ſtant Employment in Woollen Work of different 


ſorts. f He moreover forbid her to ſpeak or f Seton. 
do any thing in Publick ; that the Fear of Cen- Ang. 


ſure might make her ſo well concert her Words 
and Actions, as to deſerve a Place in the Journal 
he deſign d to write. Laſtly, ſhe was forbid to 


me my Legions again, Varus ! | This is ſaid to be the greateſt 
He let his Beard grow, and in | Loſs the Romans ſuſtain'd in 
| ſhort gave all poſſiole Marks | Foreign Countries after the De- 
of the profoundeſt Griet, | feat of Craſſus. _ , 


converſe 


converſe with any Strangers; and Tucinius , 4 
young Gentleman of a good Fortune and fine 


Perſon, by going to pay his Reſpe&s to that 


Princeſs at Baiz, incurr'd the Diſpleaſure of 
Auguſtus, who blamed his Raſhneſs and Indiſcre- 
tion, in a Letter he wrote to him full of angry 
Expreſſions. els i; 

But what will the beſt and careful'ſt Manu- 
ring ſignify , in a Piece of Ground that comes 
ſpoil'd, as one may ſay, out of the Hands of Na- 
ture? Julia's violent Inclination to Lewdneſs, 
render'd all her Father's Caution uſeleſs; and 


Auguſtus's Vigilance was too weak a Dam to re- 


ſiſt the impetuous Floods of that Princeſs's Tem- 
per; becauſe the Emperor, who lov'd her a little 
too well perhaps for nis Reputation, oppoſed the 
Liberties ſhe gave herſelf with an Air of Neg- 
ligence, and ſnew'd too great a pe ha 
his Daughter, whom he ſhould have treated, as he 
laid, with the ſame Conduct he did the Repub- 


lick. Blind and fatal Connivance | which was 


the Source of all her Enormities, and the Cauſe 
of that Aſſurance with which ſhe afterward com- 
matted ſo many Crimes. NON 1 
Julia was a Princeſs of exquiſite Beauty, ren- 
der d yet more charming by a negligent Air in 
Dreſs. She was all gay and merry, of engaging 
Manners, and had a fine Knack at Rallery. In —— 
verſation ſhe was ſo delicately bright and ſpright- 
ly, that ſhe enchanted the whole Company. To 
the Fire and Vivacity of a gallant and eaſy De- 


portment, ſhe join'd a Knowledge of the Belles 


Lettres ſufficient to make her a good Judge of 


Pieces of Wit and Humour. A brisk Air, a 


Countenance always ſmiling ,, and the ſofteſt 
Graces, accompany'd in Julia a Mien Great 
without Affectation, and Majeftick without For- 
mality ; but ſweeten'd on the other hand with 
thoſe free and eaſy Ways of acting, which are 

7 | | obſerv'd 
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quainted with the Beau Monde, Her Eyes made 
as many Conqueſts as they caſt Glances; and 
it was impoſſible for any Heart to guard againft 
their Incurſions, fo dangerous were they grown 


to Liberty. In a word, her whole Perſon was 


ſurrounded with a thouſand Charms, which had 
Something, I know not what, ſo bewitching, that 
it was almoſt Folly to pretend to reſiſt them: 
And we may with Juftice affirm, that Julia was 
the completeſt Beauty in the Empire. 

She was very young, when Auguſtus began to 


think of marrying her. He was not long deli- 


berating about the Choice of a Husband ; young 
Marcellus, Son to Marcus Claudius Marcellus and 
his Siſter Octavia, was the Perſon he deſign'd for 


ber. And certainly the Emperor could not have 
made a wiſer Choice. Marcellus, for whom he 
had a particular Affection, had all the fine -_ 


lities that can go to the Accompliſhment of a 
Prince. His Name ſhews the illuſtrious Race 


from which he ſprung; for he was a Deſcen- . 7:4; 
dent of the famous Marcellus, who made Hannibal Florus, 


know that he was not invincible, and who having 
{lain Viridomarus , King of the Inſubrian Gauls, 


with his own Hand, had the Honour of being cell. 


Third after Romulus, that conſecrated to the Gods 
the Arms of the Republick's (5) Enemies. Glo- 


Conſort to TIE RIU. 7 
obſerv'd in none but ſuch as are thorowly ac- 


call'd me Temple of Jahr 


(b) Romulus, firſt King of 
Rome, was al ſo the firſt that of- 
fer'd to the Gods the Spoils 
taken in War: For having 
kill'd Acron, King of the Ce- 
ctnenſes, or Cecinians, with his 
own Hand, he offer'd the 
Spoils of that Prince to Fupi- 
ter, in a Temple he caus'd to 
be built for him near the Ca- 
pitol, where the Cordeliers 
Church, call'd Aya Cœli, now 
ſtands. That Temple was 


ter Feretrius, from the La- 
tin Word ferire, to ſmite; or 


from ferre, to bear; becauſe 


the Perſon that triumph' d, car- 

ry'd himfelf the Spoils he had 

a mind to conſecrate to Ju- 

piter. 

Sed quia vita ſuis humeris 
hec arma ferebant, 

Hinc Feretri di&#a eſt Ara 

ſuperba Fovis. 

Cornel us Coſſus was the ſe. 


| cond that had the Honour to 


offer to Fufiter the Spoils ot 


rious 
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rious Monuments! to ſhew that in the Family 
of Marcellus, Valour and Nobility were of the 
ſame Date. This young Prince was eaſy of Acceſs, 
affable, free, courteous, and every way engaging. 
He was one of the ſweeteſt temper'd Men in 
.the World, wiſh'd every body well, and did all 
the Good-Offices he could; which made him ex- 
tremely popular, and won the Hearts of as many 
as had the Honour to, know him. To ſay no 
erat. more, People * admired in him that growing Me- 
4.1z.1,3- rit, which aſſured to him the Glory of his An- 
ceſtors; and rejoiced. to ſee how highly his rare 
Qualities recommended and endear'd him to the 
Republick. Such was Marcellus, when his Uncle 
Auguſtus took it into his head to knit him to him- 
ſelf with a. cloſer and ſtricter Band, by giving him 


peror happen'd to be detain'd by an Indiſpoſition 

at Terragona, and could not be at the Wedding him- 

ſelf. He was loth to expoſe his crazy Conſtity- 

tion to the Fatigues a long. Journey ; but 

being as loth to deferr the 7 of this 
Marriage any longer, he committed it to the 

Care of his Favourite Agrippa, who worthily ap- 
proved the Choice that Cæſar had made of him, 

in his Manner of ordering ſo auguſt a Ceremony. 
This Feaſt was celebrated at Rome with 2 

Pomp and Magnificence proportion'd to the Dig- 

nity of the Birth and Rank of the Prince and 
Princeſs who were the Occaſion of it. Agrippa 

had indeed a fair Opportunity of doing it with 

+ Dio, more Splendor than ordinary. f It happen'd at 
lib. 555 the very Inſtant when the laſt Hand was put to 


the Enemies of Rome, after jpiter Feretrivs, were call'd O- 
he had ſlain Volumnius, King 1 which Name was ap- 
of the Veientes, with his own ply'd to none but thoſe taken 
Hand. Marcellus was the third |by the Commander of an Ar- 
Who ſhared in that Glory. my from the Commander of 
The Spoils thus offer'd to Fu- the Enemy's Army.. 


the 


. a 4 as — 


his only Daughter Julia in Marriage. That Em. 
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the famous Temple he dedicated to Jupiter and 
all the Gods, under the Name of (c) Pamheon; 
and the Solemnity of that Conſecration render d 
the Ceremony of Julia's Nuptials more pompous 
and magnificent. Agrippa, to do Honour to 
Caſar's Daughter and Nephew, and to ſhew his 
Gratitude to his Benefactor, open'd his Treaſures, 
and diſplay'd the Strength of his Riches and Mag- 
nificence. Nothing was to be ſeen at Rome, but 
Courſes, Games, Shews, and Diverſions. 'The 
Senators and People, the Knights and all the Or- 
ders partook of them; and amidft ſuch an uni- 
verſal Joy, Livia was the only Perſon, who un- 
der a chearful Countenance brought always to 
thoſe Aſſemblies a Heart full of Rancour and 
Jealouſy. Her Sentiments concerning Marcellus 
were very difterent from the reſt of the Romans. 
She look d upon that young Prince as a power- 
ful, and fo much the more grievous, Obſtacle to 
the Aggrandizing of her Son Tiberius, in whoſe 
favour ſhe had conceiv'd vaſt Deſigns: For ſhe 
ſtudy d how to deliver the Empire into his Hands; 
and to ſecure the Succeſs, got rid of all who gave 
her Umbrage upon that ſcore. 

Marcellus was the firſt Victim offer d up to 
Tiberius s Fortune; becauſe the Advantages that 
Prince enjoy'd, as Nephew, Son-in-Law, and 
Preſumptive Heir to Cæſar, putting a great Di- 
ſtance between the Throne and Livia's Son, ſhe 
thought it of the laſt Importance to take off Mar- 
cellus before he could raiſe up Grand-Children 


(c) Pantheon is a celebrated Gods he placed there, about 
Temple which Agribba caus' d Precedence, There is not a 


to be built to the Honour of 
all the Gods. It is the fineſt 
Monument of Antiquity of 
the kind at Rome. The orm 
of it is round, Aerippa fo or- 
:dering it in Imitation of the 
Heavens, or perhaps to pre- 


vent all Jealouſy among the 


Window in this Temple ; the 
Light entring it only thro? 
an Opening in the Center 
of the Arch. Pope Urban IV. 
conſecrated it to the Honour 
of the Bleſſed Virgin and all 
the Saints. 
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to Auguſtus, and ſo to open a Way for her Son 


one day to arrive, at the Empire. Tis not cer- 
tainly known what Method ſne took to perpetrate 
this Deſign; for never was Princeſs ſo ſecret in 
any thing ſhe went about. She had the Art to 
give this Feat a Colour, which eighteen Centu- 
Ties have not been able to wear off: But in 
ſhort, Marcellus did not die an Old Man. 
Auguſtus being return'd to Rome, found his 
Nephew united to him by a new and ſtricter Tie; 
and was over-joy d to ſee how all Mens Hearts 
were turn'd toward a Prince, for whom he him- 
ſelf had ſo great an Affection. The Senators, to 
make their Court to Cæſar, admitted Marcellus 
into their Body, and in the ſame Rank as thoſe 
who had ſerv'd the Prztorſhip. They permitted 


him to demand the Conſulate ten Years before 


he had attain'd the Age preſcribed by the Laws 
for holding that high Office; and to all theſe 
Honours, the Emperor added ſo many others no 
leſs magnificent, as gave good ground to believe 
that in Marcellus he was providing himſelf a Suc- 
ceſſor. Nevertheleſs, how charming ſoever this 
Prince's Qualities might be, they were not capa- 
ble of fixing Julia's Heart. His ſolid Merit, fo 
univerſally admired, found her almoſt always in- 
different; and Marcellus, who ſo well deſery'd her 
Love, was the very Perfon ſhe lov'd leaſt. Born 
with a tender Complexion, or rather with a 
fatal Inclination to Licentiouſneſs, ſhe heard 
with Complacency any one that durſt declare his 
Paſſion to her. / She was continually incloſed in 
a Circle of fawning Courtiers , made up of the 
moſt gallant and polite Citizens of Rome, who came 
to pay the Princeſs their fulſome Homage of la- 
bour'd Compliments, which proved a Poiſon that 
infected her very Heart. Several of theſe Ad- 
mirers found Ways to gain her Love; and we 

7 read, 
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read, that this was the Time when Tiberius“ Suetons 
firſt receiv'd indubitable Proofs of her Affection. * T6- 

Affairs were in this Situation, when Auguſtus was 
ſeiz d with a Fitt of Sickneſs, which at firſt gave 
ſmall Hope of his Recovery. f Antonius Muſa, t Sueton. 
(d) a celebrated Phyſician, was call'd in; and 3 
was ſo happy in the Choice of the Remedies he 1%, 19.7.8. 
4 preſcribed, that the Emperor ſoon did well un- Horar, 
der his Hands. This Illneſs of Czſar gave Oc- 
x caſion for a Miſunderſtanding between Marcellus 
and Agrippa, which might have grown into a 
downright Quarrel, had not Auguſtus s Prudence 
prevented the bad Conſequences of it. The Em- 
peror no ſooner found himſelf ill, but he com- 
mitted to the Care of Agrippa the Ring with 
which he uſed to ſeal his Letters. This Mark 
of his Confidence gave Marcellus a great deal of 
Concern ; inſomuch that he knew not how to 
brook it. The ſeeming Preference was the more 
mortifying, in regard it appear'd to him very 
unjuſt : And looking upon Agrippa, from that time, 
as his Rival in the Favour of Auguſtus, he could not 


—  & ww 1 mw, 


11 1 2 0. © . Of <2 


(d) Antonius Muſa was a ſuaded him to the Cold Bath, 
Phyſician greatly in Vogue | The Inhabitants of Baiæ were 
during theReign of pie +. deſperately enraged at our 
by whom he had been enfran- | Phyſician; becauſe it was 
chiſed, or made Free. His |owing to him, that their Baths 

Brother was Phyſician to King | were forſaken, and all the 
Fuba. Muſa recover'd Au- Company went either to Ga- 
guſtus from a dangerous Diſ- bi or Cluſium, where they 
temper, by preſcribing the had very commodious Cold 
Ule of the Cold Bath. This | Baths. Muſa, beſide the Re- 
Cure rais'd his Reputation to | putation he acquired by reſtor- 
the higheſt Pitch; ſo that |ing Ceſar's Health, receiv'd ſe- 
People of all Ranks confided | yeral valuable Preſents from 
in his Advice and Directions. | that Prince, and the Privilege 
Uponthe 1 Recovery, of wearing a Gold Ring, like 

the Cold Bath became the Re- Gentlemen of the Equeſtrian 

medy moſt in Uſe. Muſa pre- Order. The Senate erefted a 
{cribed it in all manner of Dif- | Statue of him near that of the 
caſes: And Horace, who had | God ÆAſculabius; and for his 
reſolv'd to try the Hot Baths {ſake many Privileges were 
at Baie, changed his Mind by granted to thoſe of his Pro- 
the Advice of Muſa, who per- I feſſion. 
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help ſnewing his Diſpleaſure, and giving him 
Marks of his Reſentment. s | 

Tt was not long before-this Aﬀair was com- 
municated to Auguſtus ; who having a very great 


* Tacit- * Affection for his Nephew, and no leſs Friend- 


Annal. 1. 


ſnip for Agrippa, wiſely bethought himſelf of an 
Expedient which 1 pacify the one, and com- 
Fa- pole the other. f He removed his Favourite a 
Ait. good diſtance from Rome, by ſending him to Syria, 
% with the Honourable Title of Governor; and 
Marcellus was inveſted with the Pontificate, and 

with the Dignity of an (e) AÆAdile. | 
He was diſcharging both theſe Offices with 
general Applauſe, when he was ſeiz'd with a 
Diſtemper at firft judg'd not to be dangerous. 
The Care of the Prince was committed to the 
S Feral. great Phyſician Muſa. $ His Succeſs in the Re- 
pod. ad covery of Auguſtus, by the Preſcription of the 
Val. Cold Bath, gave him a vaſt Reputation ; and 
this was the Remedy he preſcribed for Marcellus: 


Bat whether his Diſtemper, being different from 


the Emperor's, required different Medicines ; 
or whether |] Livia, according to the general 
Suſpicion, had given ſecret Orders, Marcellus died 
at the Age of Four and twenty, lamented by 
Auguſtus, the Court, and the whole Empire; 


leaving Julia a Widow, without having had 
Iſſue by her. LES 6 


(e) The Ædiſes were a ſort | ther'd up, and caſt upon the 
of Civil Magiſtrate. They] careleſs Magiſtrate. Only the 
took Care of the Publ ick Edi-| Ædiles were permitted the 
fices, the Temples, the Solemn | Uſe of Ivory Seats in their 
Games, and the Theaters. | Coaches. Men were not qua- 
Their Office moreover obliged | lity'd for this Office, till ar- 

them to ſee the Streets kept | rived: at the Age of Thirty 
clean; and we read that Veſ-| ſeven, Their Perſons were 
aſian, while he was an Mmdile, very. much reſpected, but not 
— negle cted the Cleaning | accounted inviolable: For a 
of a Street, Caligula by Chance | Magiſtrate of ſuperior Authc- 
went thro” it, and perceiving |rity might committ an #dile 
the Dirt, order'd it to be ga- E Prilon. Lip | 
His 
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His Death o'erwhelm'd Rome with Grief and 
Tears. Octavia, the Prince's Mother, was incon- 


ſolable. (J) The Emperor was like a Man diſ- 


traced ; and the * Tears he ſhed for the Loſs of «jy, Pa- 
Marcellu;, were glorious Teſtimonies of his Merit, terc. Hip. 
and Caſar's Affection. The Truth is, Auguſtus ib. 2. 


could not expect to find another Succeſſor ſo worthy 
as this. Julia acquitted herſelf of thoſe Duties 
which Decency and Cuſtom required; but they 
were tireſome and fatiguing to her: For being 
then in the Flower of * Aye: in the Bloom of 
her Beauty, and one that was no Admirer of 
Conſtraint, ſne was not very ſorry to recover 
that Independence which Marcelluss Death enti- 
tled her to. No longer bound to the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance her Marriage- State required, ſhe was 
at liberty to hearken to all the Perſons of Merit 
or Diſtinction at Rome, that made their Court 
to her. And this was her Conſolation upon the 
Death of a Husband ſhe had been obliged to 
take without conſulting her Inclination. 

Every one knows, that the Age of Auguſtus 
was the moſt glorious of all Ages, and the moſt 
productive of Great Men; nor is there any to 
compare with it, excepting that of Lewis the Great, 
The Calamities of a War, wherein Rome had 
ſeen ſo many Fields dy'd with the pureſt and no- 
bleſt Blood of her Citizens, were at laſt ſucceeded 


by a profound Peace, whoſe Sweets and Advan- 


tages diſpers'd themſelves all the World over. 
The whole Earth was ſubje& to the Empire of 
Auguſtus ; and his Court being compoſed of ſuch 
Perſons both at Rome and in the Empire, as were 
diſtinguiſh'd for their high Birth, the Importance 
of their Offices and Dignities, the Politeneſs of 
their Manners, the Brightneſs of their Parts, and 
the Glory of their Exploits, Gallantry muſt be 


(f) Ta Marcellus eris, manibus date lilia plenis. 


H 4 ſuppoſed 


104 
ſuppoſed to come much 
guſtus, of whom we have 


count, was himſelf a very gallant Man; and tho 


IV 


in Faſhion there. Au- 
already given ſome Ac- 


he would never ſuffer Baſineſs to give Place to 


Love, yet tis well known he was an Admirer of 


the Fair Sex, and that 


too more out of Incli- 


nation than Policy, whatever has been ſaid to the 


contrary. (g) Mecænas, 


equally famous for his 


Credit with the Emperor, and for his Love 


(2) Mecœnat, deſcended 
from the Kings of Etruria, 
had a 9 2. — Intereſt in 
Auguſtus's ourt. He was 
endow'd with all the Quali 
ties fit for a Gentleman ; but 
was {o very modeſt withall, 
that he choſe always to conti- 
nue what he was, a Roman 
Knight, tho' be might have 
been promoted to a higher 
Degree whenever he pleas'd, 
Auguſtus had a particular Va- 
Jue for him, and conſulted him 
upon the moſt important Oc- 
caſions. He had in ſhort fo 

reat an Opinion of his Wiſ⸗ 
dom, that at any time when 


he was obliged to leave Rome 


and Italy, he entruſted the 
Government 19 the Hands ot 
Mecœænas. The only Ule this 
Favourite made of his Credit, 
was to do Good Offices, and 
2 to Men of Learning, 
whole Patron he profeſſedly 
Was. He declared his Senti- 
ments to the Emperor with a 
great deal of Liberty ; whereof 
iſtorians give the following 
Inſtance. One day, as Auguſtus 
was fitting in his Court for the 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, he 
ſhew'd a great Inclination to 
condemn ſeveral Perſons to 
gie. Mecœnas being inform'd 
of it, and ſitting at too great 
a Diſtance to ſpeak to him, 
he threw him his Pocket-Book, 
where the Emperor read theſe 
bel Words, Ariſe, Hangmag, 


and be cone. This generous 
all the Criminals. Twas re- 
mark*d, that Auguſtus never 
took Offence at any Liberty 
Mecœnas uſed; but was rather 
glad to be told of his Faults 
by a Man he loved. However, 
their Friendſhip began to cool 
a little, when Me:wnas diſ- 
cover'd Auguſtus's Flames on 
the account of his Wife Te- 
rentia, with whom he fell deſ- 
perately in Love, ?Tis even 
reported, that trom this time 
torward Mecen:s had not ſo 
po a Share inthe Emperor's 
'avour. After all, without 
vindicatiug Terentia's Auours, 
Mecanas had deſerv'd more 
to be pity'd, had he himſelf 
been faithful to his Spoule : 
But every body knows how 
aſſiduoully he made his Court 
to the Wite of Sulpicius alba, 
whom he vilited every — at- 
ter Dinner, while ber Husband 
was —__ his Nap. Galba 
was reſol 
know that he was not 1gno- 
rant of his Kindneſs for his 
Wife; ſo ane day, he invites 
that Favourite to Dinner. The 
Repaſt being over, Galba pre- 
tended to fall aſleep; but 2 
Footman who thought to reap 
ſome Advantage alto from his 
Slumbers, taking a. Bottle of 
exquiſite Wine, to fill himſelt 
a Glaſs, Galba ſpy'd kim, and 


— — 


cry'd out, Sirra h, you Raſcal 7 
| Q 


Correction ſaved the Lives of 
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of Learning and Learned Men; Agrippa, 


Caſar's Favourite, celebrated for his Victories 
and his Wiſdom ; Tiberius and Dru ſus, Sons to 
the Empreſs Livia, being honour'd with the higheſt 


Dignities, were next in Rank to Auguſtus. Ju- 
lius Anthony, Son of the Triumvir, advanced to 
the higheſt Dignities ; Cinna, Grand-Son of Pom- 
pey the Great; Murena, Brother-in-Law to Me- 
canas; Julius Florus related to the Family of 
Caſar ; Varus, famous for his great Exploits, and 
afterward for his Defeat; Lollius, in great Repu- 
tation with Cæſar; Silanus, nearly related to the 
Emperor; Criſpinus, honour'd with the Conſulate; 
Seſtius, ſo highly eſteem'd by Auguſtus, for the Ob- 
ſervance he paid to the Memory of () Bru- 
tus; Scœva; Gracchus, of the illuſtrious Family 
of the Gracchi ; Cicero, Son of the (i) Orator ; 


I do mot ſleep for every body : | not how the Fury of the Tri- 


Puer! Non omnibus dormio. | umvirate's Proſcriptions. He 


Some Hiſtorians give Mecenas | had neither the Learning, nor 


the Credit of inventing Short-| the Merit of his Father ; but, 
hand, which others attribute | on the contrary, was addicted 


to Tiro, made Free by Cicero. | to many Vices, and eſpeciall 
It was obſerv'd of Mecenas, | to Exceſs of Wine, whic 
that he never was a day free|made him often-times Guilty 
from the Fever. of Actions by no means be- 
) Lucius Seſtius, Senator | coming a Gentleman, Wit- 
of Rome, was fo faſt a Friend | neſs the Affront he offer'd to 
to Brutus, that after having | Agrippa, Son-1n-Law to Au- 
follow'd his Fortune in all the |guſftus, in whoſe Face he had 
Wars, he had the Generofity, [the Inſolence to throw his 
upon his Death, to pay Publick |Glaſs one day when they 
Honour to his Memory, and | were at Table together. As 
ro preſerve his Images, without 3 had given up Cicero 
fearing Auguſtus's Reſentment the Orator to Mark Anthony's 
upon that ſcore. And theEmpe-| Reſentment, very much againſt 
ror,admiring the inviolable Fi- the grain; he was glad of an 


delity of Seftizesto his oldFriend Opportunity to make the Son 
even after his Deceaſe, had ſo|amends for the Hardſhips ſuf- 


great an Eſteem for him, that|fer*d by the Father. In ſhort, 
after many other Marks of his] he no ſooner ſaw himſelf veſted 
Favour, he advanced him to | with Authority, but he reſtored 
the Conſulate in the Year 731. young Cicero to all his Eſtate, 

(/) Marcus Cicero, Son of | and did him the Honour to 
the Orator, eſcaped I know | make him his Collegue in the 
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Aſprenas, and a great many more, made very con- 
ſiderable 1 at Auguſtus s Court. | 
The Muſes were cultivated by ſuch able Ma- 


ſters, as have not been 


ſince. Ovid, the politeſt 


rfectly imitated ever 
entleman in Rome, and 


the beſt vers d in the Art of Love, was the Grace 
as well as Delight of the Court, for his inimita- 
ble Genius, and his eaſy Compoſitions. (&) Virgil 


Conſulate. » Cicero employ d 
the Power and Credit derived 


to him by this Office, to revenge 


the Sufferings ot his Family up 
on the Memory of Mark Ant ho- 
ny. Heorder'd his Statues eve- 
ry where to be taken down ; 
and procured x Decree of the 
Senate, whereby Pegple were 
not only forbid. to honour his 
Memory, but his Relations 
were prohibited to take the 
Name of Mark, in Hatred to 
that Triumvir; ſo that young 
Mark Anthony was obliged to 
change his Name to Fulius. 
Auguſtus would not deny ſuch 
a ſmall Satisfaction to the Con- 
ſul's Reſentment, inaſmuch as 
he always retain'd a great 
Eſteem for the Family of Cicero, 
upon account of that Orator's 

ertues and Merit. We are 
told, for Inſtance of it, that 
Cæſar going one day to viſit 
a ai td of his, and ſurpriz- 
ing him with one of Cicero's 


Books in his Hand, the young 


Prince endeavour'd to convey 
it away privately, that the Em- 
peror might not ſee it; for he 
thought he would be angry 
with him for reading the 


Death his Majeſty had been 
concern'd. But Auguſtus de- 
manded to ſee the Book, read 
Part of it ſtanding, and then 


Works. 
Works bf a Man in whoſe. 


| 4 Learned Man, my Son, and 
had his Country very much at 
Heart. KS | 
(k) Virgil needs none of our 
Commendation. His Works 
have acquired him a Glory 
and Reputation as laſting as 
the World. He was of Man- 
tua, or rather of a Village near 
Mantua. He was born in a 
Ditch; for his Mother, it 
ſeems, being in the Fields, was 
ſeiz'd ſo ſuddenly with the 
Pangs of Labour, that ſhe had 
not Time to choole a better 
Place for Lying in. *Tis faid 
that Virgil did not cry at his 
Birth. This Poet was very 
intimate with Mec&nas, who 
was the Protector and Bene- 
factor of the Learned and In- 
genious; and he was introdu- 
ced by him to Auguſtus, who 
honour'd him with his Friend- 
ſhip, and made him ſeveral 
Preſents, which Virgil does not 
iorget to acknowledge in ſing- 
ng, Foe Vertues, and glorious 
Actions of that Prince. Vargil 
died at Brundu lu ni ( now 
Brindiſi) aged Fifty one, juſt 
as he Was going to reviſe his 
is Body was carry'd 
to Naples, according to his Or- 
der; and a Tomb was erected 


for him in the great Road to 
Puteoli, or Pozzuolo. Monlicur 
de Guiſe, in his Memoire:, 


return'd it to his N ſays, it is of white Marble, rais'd 


Words to this effe 


He was: in the Form of a Dome, upon 


Was 


: TT 
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was admired for the Brightneſs of his Parts, and 
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the Delicacy of his Thoughts and Expreſſions: 
(1) Hordce, for the Fineneſs of his Satyr, and the 


the Top of which there has 


always been a Laurel-Tree, 
which lives without Earth. 


| He adds, that when one Laurel- 


Tree dies, another ſprouts 
forth, as if Nature herſelf 
would honour and perpetuate 
the Memory of that Poet, b 
the Miracle of the Laurel- 
Tree, whoſe Branches were 
always made uſe of to crown 
the great Poets and Conquer- 
ors. Virgil was well ſhaped, 
but grievouſly incommoded 
with Diſtempers, eſpecially 
the Aſthma, which would 
often almoſt ſuffocate him. 
They engraved upon his 
Tomb-Stone theſe two Verſes, 
which he compoled himſelf: 
Mantua me genuit ; Cala- 
bri rapuere , tenet nunc 
Pathenope. Cecini paſcua, 
rura, duces. 


(!) Horace is no leſs famous 
than Virgil. He was born at 


Venuſia, a Town ſituate upon 


the Borders of Apulia; and 
his Father, who was Son to 
one Enfranchiſed, or made 
Free, having got a little Mo- 
ney in an Office belonging to 
the Treaſury, he carry'd our 
Poet to Rome, and had him 
educated like a Perſon of Qua- 
lity. Neither were his Fa- 
thet's Cares or his Expences 


1il beſtow'd; for Horace learnt 


all that a Gentleman's Son of 
the firſt Rank needs to know ; 
and to add Philoſophy to the 
other Sciences, he went to 
Athens. But the Civil Wars 
ſoon interrupted his Studies. 
Cæſar being kill'd, and Brutus 


retired into Macedonia, Horace, 


Who was under his Protection, 
tollqw'd that Senator's For- 


| 


| 


rune, who gave him a Poſt in 
his Army : But not being cut 
out tor a Soldier, he took his 
Leave of Brutus at the Battle 
of Philippi, and return'd to 
Rome, where finding himſelf 
deſtitute both of Patron and 


y | of Money, he apply'd himſelf 


to the making of Verſes. 


Some of his Odes tell into the 


Hands of Virgil and Varizs, 
who were then in great Re- 
putation at Rome, and well 
acquainted with Mecœnas. 
They gave ſuch an extraordi- 
nary Character of this new 
ſort of Verſes, as created in 
Mecœnas an carneſt Deſire 
to ſec their Author: And thus 
was Horace introduced to Me- 
cœnas, who ſoon became ac- 
quainted with the young Poet's 
admirable Wit, took. a parti» 
cular Delight in his Converſa- 
tion, and preſented him to 
Auguſtus Horace now em- 
ploy'd his Poetical Talent in 
celebrating the Victories of 
the Emperor, and the Praiſes 
of Mecenas, Agrippa, and the 
reſt of the principal Lords ot 
the Court. And it was not till 
after he had gain'd their 
Friendſhip, and ſecured their 
Protection, that he ſet about 
his Satyrs, where he is very 
ſevere => ſuch as he thought 
deſerv'd his Cenſure. Horace 
was a little, ſore-eyed Man, 
being troubled with a F- 
ftuls lacrymalis. Whence 
Aunzuſtus once in Rallery ſaid, 
he lov'd to have Horace and 
Virgil in his Company, becauſe 
he was then between Tears and 
Sighs; alluding to the one's 
Fiitula and the other's Aſthmg. 
This Poet died at the Age ot 
Fifty Seven. 


Agrec- 
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Agreeableneſs of his Temper. There were beſide, 
Propertius, Varius, Tibullus, Cornelius Gallus, Quintilius 
a Roman Knight, Ariſtius Pollio, and many other 
Great Men, equally famous for their Learning and 
their Birth; ſome of whom celebrated Cæſars Victo- 
ries; others compoſed Pieces of Wit and Humour; 
and others ſung their oun Amours under borrow d 
Names, or cenſured the Morals of their Times. 
On the other hand, the Empreſs Livia; Octa- 
via, Siſter to Auguſtus ; his two Nieces, Siſters to 
Marcellus ; Antonia, Wife to Druſus, and another 
Antonia, Wife of Domitius ZEnobarbus, both Daugh- 
ters to Mark Anthony the Triumwvir ; Scribonia, di- 
vorced by Auguſtus; Servilia, who had likewiſe 
been his Wite ; Claudia, Daughter of Claudius 
and Fulvia; Agrippina, Daughter to Agrippa; 
Terentia, Wife of Mecenas, and Caſar's Miſtreſs ; 
Vipſania ; Urgulania and Priſca, the Empreſs's Fa- 
vourites; Farilia, related to Auguſtus ; Hortenſia, 
famous for her (n) Eloquence; Cornelia, and 
many more Ladies of the higheſt Merit, ſnone 
at the Emperor's Court: But none to that Ad- 
vantage, as the Princeſs Julia. She was then 
in the ſweeteſt Bloom of Beauty; and as ſne was 
the Lady that was to give Succeſſors to Cæſar, 
it was to her that all the Perſons of Rank and 
Diſtinction at Rome aſſiduouſly made their Court; 


(m) Hortenſia, Daughter of | at that time did not ſtudy the 
the celebrated Orator Horten-| Pink of Courteſy. Hortenſia 
Ker; was no Jeſs the Heireſs of | had the Generoſity they could 

er Father's Eloquence , than | not meet with in any ot the 
of his Name. She gave an |contrary Sex. She prepared 
admirable Inſtance of this one | a noble Diſcourſe ; and having 
day before the Tr;umviri, who |obtain'd the Favour of an Au- 
having laid a heavy Tax upon |dience before the Triumviri, 
the Roman Ladies, they had the pleaded the Ladies Cauſe 
a mind to demand their Diſ- with ſuch an Eloquence and 
charge, and the Annulling of | Politeneſs, that tho? ſhe did 
that unheard-of Duty. Bur | not ſucceed in procuring the 
they could not find an Advo- entire Aboliſhment of the Im- 


cate that durſt undertake the] poſt, ſhe had the Glory of 


Defence of the Ladies Cauſe getting it reduced to a very 
before the Three Tyrants, who! Trifle. | | 


: | | ſome, 


4 
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ſome, as being captivated by her Charms; others, 
to do Honour to the Emperor; and others again, 
to obtain ſome Favour of Auguſtus, by the Inter- 
eſt of the Princeſs his Daughter. 
Caæſar was not long to ſeek for a Husband * Suetor? 
for her; but after a little Conſideration, caſt his“ 4#8- 
Eyes upon his Favourite Agrippa. + Mecenas de- + Dio, 
termin'd him to this Choice. That wiſe Courtier /ib- 34. 
had uſed to tell the Emperor his Sentiments with 
a great deal of Candor and Sincerity, nay, ſome- 
times with a Liberty that ſavour d of Diſreſpect; 
but Auguſtus never took any thing amiſs at his 
Hands, becauſe he was ſatisfy'd Mecenas had 
nothing but his Maſter's Glory in View. They 
were one day in Converſation together, when Au- 
guſtus artfully turn'd it upon Agrippa, and deſired 
Mecenas to tell him truly what he thought of 
him. Mecenas began to conſider the high Poſts 
Agrippa fill'd ; and that the Victories he had gain'd, 
had not only recommended him to them, but _ 
had moreover render'd him extremely Popu- - 
lar; and thereupon he boldly anſwer'd Cæſar, 
Sir, you have raisd Agrippa ſo high, that either 
you muſt diſpatch him, or make him your Son-in-Law. 
An Example of Generoſity very rare among Cour- 
tiers, who are no leſs induftrious to hinder other 
Mens Riſe, than to advance their own Fortunes; as 
if the Promotion of others kept themſelves back. 
Marcus Vipſanius Agrippa was not of noble De- 
ſcent; but he || effaced the Obſcurity of his Birth, Tacie: 
by the Luſtre of his great Actions both in a 4nzal-1. 
Civil and Military Capacity, which rais'd him to“ 3: 
the higheſt Pitch of Glory that it is poſſible for 
a Favourite to reach, and render'd him $ worthy g yer. Pa- 
of thoſe high Poſts and glorious Offices, which tere. Hiſte 
ſignalized his Courage, his Conduct, his Honeſty, = | 
and Integrity. He was an experienced, valiant, | | 
and ſucceſsful General ; a good Soldier ; a wiſe ? 
Counſellor; a diſintereſted Courtier, and an able | 
| — 
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Stateſman. But beſide theſe Qualities, which 
make a Man Great; he had all thoſe Vertues 
which make a Man Good. He was an Enemy to 
Diſſimulation, a ſincere Friend, firm to his Pro- 


miſes, free from Envy, and genteel in his Beha- 


viour. His Proſperity did not make him forget 
himſelf ; and however great his Intereſt was with 
Cæſar, he was not at all the haughtier, or harder 
of Acceſs for it. He was, on the contrary, always 
"courteous, moderate, kind, and ready to do Good- 
Offices. And thus in an Employ the moſt expo- 
Jed to Envy, he acquired to himſelf the general 


Eſteem of all the Empire, and preſery'd it by a 


thouſand Inftances of Goodneſs that he gave to 


every body who ask'd them. In a word, no Man 


* Seton. 
in Aug. 


was forry to fee him advanced to the Rank to 
which Auguſtus raiſed him, by giving him his 


Daughter Julia in Marriage. 


Agrippa was already nearly enough related to 
the Emperor; for he had actually for his Wife 
Martella, Daughter to Octavia, who was Caſar's 


- Siſter. Wherefore, Auguſtus, before he marry'd 


. 


Julia to Agrippa, dealt 1 Octavia, and 


deſired her to reſign her Son- in- 


aw, and to con- 


ſent that he might be his: After which, Agrippa 


repudiated Marcella, and marry'd the Princeſs 


Julia, marry 


Julia. The Iſſue by this Marriage were Caius 
Czſar, and Liicius Cæſar, whom Auguſtus adopted; 

d to Lucius Paulus; and Agrippina, 
Wife to Germanicus, ' © 


Agrippa was too old to pleaſe Julia, who 


was very young and had ſo many Charms; fo 


that Chaſtity was not what ſhe moſt pretended to. 
Rather regardleſs of her Reputation, ſhe gave 
Ear to the paſſionate Addreſſes of as many as 


inſinuated themfelves into her Company, and re- 


1 Tacit. 
Annal. 1. 


warded with the laſt Favours the Torments of her 
numerous Votaries. Gracchus was one of the firſt 
that had this Happineſs ; The f Nobleneſs of his 
: Extraction, 
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Extraction, the Gracefulneſs of his Perſon, and 
the Talent of 22 expreſſing his Sentiments, 


gain'd him thoſe Marks of Julias Love, which 


coſt him ſo dear at the long run. Quintus Criſ- 
pinus, a * Perſon who had been Conſul, and * per. 
under the grim and auſtere Countenance of rigid ferc- Hiſt. 


Vertue, conceal'd in his Heart a large Stock of“. 87 


Wickedneſs and Villany, was alſo one of Julia's 


Favourites. Julius Anthony likewiſe gain d her 


Love, and receiv'd the moſt endearing Pledges 


of it. In a word, Scipio, Appius Claudius, and ie-- + 
veral others partook of Julia's Favours; nor 


was there a Roman of that baſe Degree, as not 


to dare attack her Honour on this Quarter. 


Intrigues thus publick muft needs be known to 
all the Town. She became the Subject of Rallery 
in all Converſations. Not only the vile Perſons to 
whom ſhe ſo indiſcreetly proſtituted herſelf, made 
her the Jeſt of all their Entertainments; but un- 
concern'd at whatever People ſaid of her, ſhe was 
herſelf the Trumpeter of her own Infamy, and 
the forwardeſt in proclaiming and laughing at 
her Debaucheries. Tis reported of her, that 


being ask'd one day by ſome of her Gallants, how 
it came to pals, that her Children were ſo like 


Agrippa, who was not perhaps the Father of them? 
ſhe pleaſantly anſwer d, that () ſhe took no Paſſen- 
ger into her Buat till it had its Lading; thus turn- 
ing what ought to have been her Shame and 


Confuſion, into a Subject of Rallery and Di- 


verſion. | 

I know not how. far what they ſay of Auguſtus, 
as if he carry'd his Love to Julia to a Criminal 
Height, may deſerve to be credited : But the-too 


Pa- 


feat Complaiſance he ſhew'd her, f gave Birth to + Aurel. 
Suſpicions not at all in his Favour, and Ovid's Ba- Viet. Spit. 


niſhment confirm'd thoſe Surmizes. We are aſ- * 46. 


„n) Nunquam, niſi plena navi, tollo vectorem. Macrob. 
lib. Li. cap. 5. | | 
| ſired, 
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ſured, that this Poet, who was for a conſiderable 


time the Ornament of Rome, being in Love with 
Julia, by whom it is very certain he was not 
hated, happen'd one day to ſurprize the Emperor 


taking Liberties with his Daughter, which did 
not become a Father. Sad Accident for Ovid! 


whoſe Curioſity was ſeverely puniſh'd with a ri- 


gorous Bamiſhment, tho” it was attributed to a 
Crime of another ſort. But whether the Em- 


ror was innocent or guilty, tis well known Ca- 


-ligula did not ftick to declare afterward, that 
his Mother Agrippina was the Fruit of the in- 


ceſtuous Amours of Auguſtus and Julia. 

This Princeſs recover d her Freedom a ſecond 
time by the Death of Agrippa. He was generally 
lamented by all that knew him, and particularly 
by Auguſtus, who partly ow'd his Fortune to that 
Gentleman's Wiſdom in the Senate, and his Va- 
lour in the Field. Julia was with Child at the 
time of his Death, and not long after lay in of 
a Son, call'd the Poſthumous Agrippa. You will 
eaſily be perſuaded, that ſhe ſoon comforted her- 


ſelf upon the Loſs of a Husband, who knowing 


too much of her Intrigues, could not but have a 
'very bad Opinion of her. Her Mourning there- 
fore was a Mourning of Ceremony and Decency, 
rather than of real Sorrow ; for hardly was Agrippa 
cold in his Grave, when Julia paſſing again from 
the Yoak of Conjugal Subjection to the Liberty of 


Independence, and conſequently finding herſelf 


under no Reftraint ; for ſhe was rarely troubled 


Vell Pa- with her Father's Preſence, whom the + Revolt 


terc. Hiſt 


lib. 2. 


of ſeveral Provinces frequently obliged to leave 


Rome; ſuffer d herſelf to be carry'd down with 
the Torrent of her Inclination, and mage it a Law 
with her, never to reſiſt the impetuous Salleys 
of a boiling Paſſion, nor the Suggeſtions of a 
Heart enflamed with a thouſand Deſires, 7 

52 Be, 5 AG 


> 


J. W B — F M5, ay, — AS 


3 


% r /// ᷣ / . M22 


Conſort to TIBER IVS. 113 


the unhappy Liberty ſhe enjoy'd, gave her Op- 
portunities of gratifying. 

A Conduct 19 irregular was no Secret to 
Tiberius, who in Marcellus's Life-time had expe- 
rienced by anticipated Favours, that Julia was not 
very cruel. It was however to this Gentleman, 


that Auguſtus gave his Daughter, after he had * Sueton, 
in Aug. 6 3. 


long waver d, whether he ſhould take a Son- in-Law 
from the Equeſtrian Order, or that of the Sena- 
tors. It went very much againſt the grain of 
Livia's Son, to ſee himſelf obliged to divorce his 
Wife Agrippina, by whom he had had Druſus, 
and lov'd him more than ordinary upon the ac- 
count of his Wiſdom, to marry Julia, with whoſe 
Vices he was not unacquainted : But as it was 
the Emperor that commanded, and it was beſide 
a Step to the Throne, his Ambition ſoon removed 


his Scruples ; he repudiated Agrippina, and eſpouſ- 
ed Julia, "Twas ſoon remark'd, how much a- 


gainſt his Will he had put away his former Wife; 
for meeting her accidentally one day in the Street, 
his Countenance changed, and berray'd ſuch an 


Emotion, that every body perceiv'd his Heart 


was not yet cured of the Wound it had receiv'd, 
and that Agrippina was not indifferent to him. 


| Whereupon ſhe was adviſed to keep out of 


his way, and avoid meeting him; left Tiberius 
ſhould negle& Julia, in proportion as he found 
his Inclination for his former Spouſe revive in 
him. 

Theſe Precautions being taken, a pretty good 
Harmony was obſerv'd to reign between the new- 
marry'd Couple. It was even hoped, their reci- 
procal Love was well eftabliſh'd ; but theſe Hal- 
on Days were not of long Continuance. Tibe- 
rius grew jealous, and not without Reaſon , of 
his Spouſe's Fidelity; and Julia deſpiſed her Huſ- 
band, whom ſhe look'd upon as her Inferior, and 
Vhoſe moroſe and ſullen Temper was an moe 
| TS x * ae 
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able Reſtraint upon the Gaiety and Vivacity of 
her Heart. Thus did the Links of Matrimony 
become heavy Chains to this unhappy Pair; till 
at laſt their Antipathy ran ſo high, eſpecially 
after the Death of a Son that was born to them 
* Sueton. at Aquileia,that * an Hiſtorian tells us, they parted 
I." Beds. | 
Te Then it was, that Julia, regardleſs of all 
Meaſures, flew out, and gave herſelf up to the 
lewdeſt Exceſſes, from which it was impoſſible to 
recover her. The beſt adapted Conſiderations 
to ftem the Torrent of a head-ftrong Paſſion, 
were too feeble to reſiſt the impetuous Salleys of 
Julia's Luſt: Her Laſciviouſneſs effaced all that 
ever Duty could dictate; and neither the Re- 
proaches with which ſhe was cover'd, nor the 
high Birth which ſhe diſgraced, nor yet Auguſtuss 
Diſpleaſure, which muſt be the Conſeque::ce of 
her lewd Courſes, could ſet her free from the 
Enchantment of her Darling Pleaſures. All who 


went about to convince her of her Miſtakes, were 


fo many raſh and irkſome Cenſors to her. Rea- 
fon, Decency, and the Laws of Modeſty could 
never inſinuate themſelves with that Princeſs. 
The only Leſſons {he hearken'd to, were thoſe of 
Libertiniſm read her by her Paramours: Wretched 
Deboſhees ! who by the Poiſon of their abomina- 
ble Maxims, eaſily inſtill'd their corrupt Senti- 
ments into Julia's fenceleſs Heart. 

As it was impoſſible for Tiberius to fit an eaſy 


Spectator of all theſe Diſorders, he reſolv'd to 


750 Rome; and cover'd his Retreat under the 
pecious Pretence of relieving his Fatigues. He 
had a very hard Struggle however, to obtain 
1 Vell, Fa- Leave fo to do. His Mother Livia t oppoſed it 
. . with her Prayers and her Tears; and the Em- 
pPeror, by the moving Complaints he made to the 
Senate, that Tiberius was going to abandon him. 
Nevertheleſs, when they ſaw how firmly * 
. 7 RECs ed 
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ſiſted in his Reſolution, they were both * obliged * Tic. 
to conſent to his Departure; for he abſtain'q Auna. r. 
from tf ng any thing, the four Days they + $5,404. 
food out. He left Rome therefore, laden with in Tb. 
Grief, and wrapt in Melancholy; and going down“ 10. 


on board a Veſſel bound to Rhodes, where he 
e arrived and ſpent many a tedious Moment. 
0 We read that ſeveral Reaſons induced Tiberius 
s Wl to withdraw. He was afraid of giving Umbrage 
1, to the Princes Lucius and Caius; or rather, he 
HF Wl could not bear the Sight of their Advancement 
at to the higheſt Dignities, no more than the Thought 
e- Hof their Right to ſucceed Auguſtus in the Empire. 
de He imagined, on the other hand, that his Ab- 
i's Wl ſence would render him more conſiderable, in 
of proportion as it made him more neceſſary: For, 
he rating the Services he had done the Republick 
ho pretty high in his own Account, he fancy'd they 
re could not do without him. But the abominable 
a- Wl Lewdneſs of his Wife was undoubtedly the prin- 
ud cipal Cauſe of his leaving Rome; and yet he was 
s. Wl fo far from daring to repudiate her, that he was 
of Wl obliged to be ſilent and paſſive, for fear of Au- 
ed Wl 2uſtus's Diſpleaſure, in whoſe Opinion he knew 
12- Julia labour'd to ruin him, by the continual 
iti- Complaints with which ſhe kept peſtering him in 
her Letters. Theſe Pieces are ſaid to have been 
aly the Work of one of her Gallanis ; but be that as 
to it will, 'tis certain Tiberinss Picture was drawn 
the in them with all the diſadvantageous Strokes that 
He could render him vile and odious. 
ain Tiberius's Abſence furniſh'd Julia with an Op- 
dit portunity to complete her Ruin: For having now 
m- [Wo Check at all upon her Paſſions, ſhe gave them 
the the Reins, and let them hurry her whither they 
im. WW would. Thus her natural Propenſity to Evil be- 
55 ing confirm d by Habit, ſhe in time contracted 
ed | 2 


to Oſtia with all poſſible Privacy, he there em- 
barqued, without taking his Leave of any body, 


12 A 
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a fatal Incapacity of becoming Wiſe. Senators, 
Knights, and Conſuls, all feaſted themſelves upon 

her Dainties. Her Forehead never knew what 

it was to bluſh. She was none of thoſe {ly Wan- 

tons, that hide their Sin ard their Shame under 

the Veil of an exterior Modeſty ; as if Diſhonaur 

and Reproach were due only to the more Pub- 

lick Tranſgreſſors: No; ſuch Caution would 

have been a grievous Conſtraipt upon Julia; 

and it was too hard a Task for her, to reconcile 

her Temper and Inclination with the Rules of 

* Admiſſos Decency. She * received her Lovers by Troops 
8/2:10;, fooliſhly revel'd with them all Night in the Streets 
of Rome; then went with them to their Enter-. 
tainments, and tarry'd till ſhe thought it Time 

+ Dio, to go and f defile all Parts of the Town with her 
2 54- Proſtitutions; not ſparing the very Reſtra_ itſelf, 
Ae. from which her Father f had caus'd ſuch ſevere 
+ Vell. Pa- Laws to be promulged againſt Adulterers : So far 
zerc. Hit. was ſhe from keeping any Meaſures in the ſhame: 
1:3 ful Indulgence of her furious Luſt. Neither yet 
was that impudent Action the utmoſt Stretch of 

her deteſtable Lewdneſs ; but ſtifling in herſelf 

all Senſe of Shame, and even of Reaſon, and 

lorying in the malt abominable Crimes, a Whim 


9 Plinius,C took her in the Head to fix as many Garlands. 


tbe 21.0. 11. 


Senece. every day upon (p) Marſyas's Statue, as ſhe had 
de bene. made Expeditions the Night before, 


( Marſyas was a Native] Towns, as a Mark of their 

of Phrygia, noted for laying Liberty, becauſe Bacchus had 
. finely upon the Flute. He had fthe Appellation ot Liber, 
ſo great an Opinion of his Per- which ſignifies Free. Be that 
formances 0a this Inſtrument, Jas it will, there was at Rome 
that he ventured to challenge ſa Statue of Marſyas, in thi 
Apollo himſelf. The God, [Roman Fort; which was er 
however, came off victoriouſly; ther a Monument of the City's 
* and to chaſtiſe the inſolentLiberties, or of Apollo's Victor 
Preſumption of his raſh Com- ry. In proceſs of Time, i 
petitor, he Head him alive, |begame a Cuſtom among the 
Others ſay, Marſyas was a Lawyers to place upon this 
Miniſter of Bacchus. His Sta- —_ as many Crowns, or 
tug was erected in all the Fres IGarlands, as they had gam4 
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To report ſuch crying and flagrant Sins of 
Auguſtus's Daughter, would be to expoſe one's 
ſelf to Incredulity, did not the Authors of beſt 


Repute teſtify the Truth of what we have ſaid. 
But how grievous muſt it be, to ſee the only 


Daughter of the Sovereign of the Univerſe, bid 


Defiance to all Shame, and abandon herſelf to the 
moſt infamous Practices; taking Pride in her fil- 
thy Pleaſures, and glorying in the moſt ſhocking 
Enormities? They were ſuch, as ar laſt came to 
the Emperor's Knowledge, but too late for him 
to redreſs them. A. great Misfortune this for 
Princes, to be the laſt inform'd of what paſſes in 


their Families, tho” they hear of every thing 


that is done abroad. | . 

Some will have it however, that Auguſtus was 
not ignorant of his Daughter's ſcandalous Be- 
haviour; but that he heard from time to time 
how little her Actions comported either with her 
Birth or her Rank. But whether it was, that 
he disbeliev'd the Reports which he certainly 
wiſh'd to be falſe; or whether the Multiplicity 
of his Affairs and frequent Journeys would not 
zive him Time to go to the bottom of Julia's 
baſe Intrigues ; or laftly, whether he had a diſ- 
honourable Regard to her himſelf ; he left her 
at full liberty to do as ſhe pleas'd, till tired out 
with hearing Stories of her Lewdneſs, he at tength 
abandon'd himfelf to the moſt poignant Grief he 
had ever felt in his Life. 7 | 

It was ſome time before he could be diſſuaded 
from the Uſe of violent Methods to puniſh his 
Daughter. Nay between whiles he would reſolve 
to put her to Death ; and by and by ſhe ſhould 


end her Days in a miſerable Exile. The Con- 


ſideration of her innumerable Debauches, whereof 


tion of them, that Fulia eam tiſſimos colluttatores experta e- 
'oronart jubebat ab tis quos, in vat; ſays Muretus upon Seneca. 


1 they 


\ > . . . | 
Cauſes ; and it was in Imita- | la nocturna palæſtra, valen- 


118 Joi, 
they had given him a long and mortifying De- 
tail, cover d him with ſo much Shame and Con- 
fuſion, that he hid himſelf for ſeveral days to- 
ether, and would ſuffer no Soul to come near 
| Pim : But ſurcharged with all thoſe Anxieties 
which in ſuch Caſes muſt oppreſs a Parent's Ming, 
and aſhamed to ſee his own Glory and that of his 
} amily thus tarnifh'd with the fouleſt Actions, he 
was exaſperated againſt Julia to a degree beyond 
Secrecy or Forbearance. He wrote the Senate 
a long Letter, giving them an Account of his 
Daughter's Crimes; and it was couch'd in ſuch 
moving 'Terms, as convinced every body of the 
Extremity of the Emperor's Affliction. 
Nevertheleſs, the Affection he ftill retain'd for 
Julia was ſo great, that theſe firſt Emotions of 
his Wrath were ſoon follow'd by Repentance. 
He repented, that he had made her Crimes ſo 
publick, inſtead of prudently concealing what he 
had unhappily been ſo long ignorant of, or till 
then refuſed Credit to; and in theſe violent 
and tumultuous Agitations of his Soul, he curs d 
his Daughter, the Cauſe of all his Grief; and 
lamented the Loſs of Agrippa and Mecænas, who 
by their wiſe Counſels would have prevented his 
Misfortunes, or at leaſt have taken off the Bitter- 
neſs and Anguiſh of them. So true it is, that the 
Loſs of a ſincere and diſintereſted Friend is dit- 
ficult to repair; for Auguſtus, among ſo many 
Millions - Subjects, could not pick out Iwo 
Men fit to ſubftitute in the room of Agrippa and 
Mecenas, and make up their Loſs to him. 
However, the Emperor would not ſuffer the 
inſolent Temerity of Fulia's Admirers to go un- 
puniſh'd. He order'd a ſtrict Examination of 
that Affair; but did not puniſh them all with the 
fame Severity. In the firſt Tranſport of his Fury, 
he fell foul on one of the Criminals; and, for- 
getting his Dignity for a while, condeſcended 
4 | 17 
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to beat him with his Fiſt; till at laſt the Perſon 


reproaching him with Non-Obſervance of the 
Laws made by himſelf to regulate the Puniſh- 


ment of Adulterers, he was ſo aſhamed of his * Plutare: 


Paſſion, that he appear d no more all that day. T 
Sempronius Gracchus was baniſh'd to Cercina, an 5 


Iſland 2555 the Coaſt of Africa, near Tunis; Seneca, 
where Tiberius afterward caus'd him to be put to 4e lem. 


Death, in Revenge for the Injury he had done 


him. Criſpinus, Claudius, and Scipio were obliged 


likewiſe to go into Exile ; a Puniſhment, in the 
general Opinion, too moderate for their Crime. 
Twas not ſo with regard to Julius Anthony, the 
moſt illuſtrious, and at the ſame time the moſt 
unfortunate of all Julias Admirers.* He was in- 


deed the moſt Guilty of any of them; and juſtly 


fell a Sacrifice therefore to Cæſars Reſentment, He 
had infinite Obligations to the Emperor ; for 
after the Battle of Actium, and the Death of 
Mark Anthony, Auguſtus gave a ſingular Inſtance 
of Goodneſs and Generoſity, in granting his 
Enemy's. Son his Life; and not only ſo, but he 
advanced him to the f Prieſthood, the Prelacy, 


to his Alliance, by marrying him to a Dangh- 
ter of his Siſter Octavia. And yet, after all theſe 
Honours conferr'd upon him by Cæſar, Julius 


Anthony, infatuated with Jalia's Charms, forgot 


every thing which he ought to have oppoſed to 
their Power, indulged his Paſſion for that Prin- 
ceſs, and had the Misfortune to pleaſe her. In 
ſnort, following the Dictates of corrupt, unge- 
nerous Nature, he debauched the Daughter of 
the beſt Friend he had in the World. Ingrati- 
rude ! not to be expiated but by his Blood. | 

Some relate, that he ran voluntarily upon 
Death, to prevent that which was due to his 
Crime: Others, that he was condemn'd to die 
by the formal Sentence of a Court of Juſtice, 
upon full Proof of the double Charge of High- 

| I 4 | Treaſon 


the Conſulate, to ſeveral Governments, and laſtly 5 L 
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Treaſon and Adultery. But be that as it will, 
the Favours which Julia ſnew'd him, coſt Julius 
Anthony his Life, ſo that Love proved no leſs 
fatal to him, than to his (p) Father. 

Neither was that Princeſs finally exempt from 
the Puniſnment of her Gallants; for Auguſtus 
condemn'd her at laſt to the Penalty which her 
Debauches had long call'd for: And to put it 
out of her Power to furniſh Matter for farther 


Crimes, he baniſh'd her to the Iſle of Pandateria ; 


where ſtill apprehending ſhe would receive her 


. wanton Viſitors, he moſt expreſly forbid all Per- 


Dio, 


lth. 54. 


+ Sueton. 
in Aug. 


ſons whomſoever to preſume to go to the ſaid 
Iſland without his Permiſſion. And when any 
one went to ask his Conſent, he narrowly * ex- 
amin'd into his Age, his Shape, the Colour of 
his Hair, the Air of his Face, the Defe&s, and 
particular Marks he had about him, to f hinder, 
if poſſible, any of her old Acquaintance from paſ- 
ſing over in Diſguiſe. He even fancy'd, that in 
caſe his Vigilance ſhould fail him, and Julia 
ſhould get any of her Lovers to her, he ſhould 


know him again by the Deſcription of his Per- 


ſon, or by the Marks of the Child, if any there 
ſhould be, and the Reſemblanc@of Faces. 
Phebe, whom Julia had enfranchiſed, and not 
only made an Aſſociate in her Crimes, but the 
Confidante of her Amours and Libertiniſm, made 
a terrible Example of herſelf, and prevented the 
Puniſhment her Crimes deſerv'd. Scared with 
the Horrour of her vile Proſtitutions, ſhe hang d 
herſelf in Deſpair; and Auguſtus hearing it, pro- 
teſted that he wiſh'd from the bottom of his Soul, 
Julia had follow'd her Example. Nor could it 
be doubted but he ſpoke ſincerely ; becauſe he 


was known to have leſs Concern for the Death 


. (p) Julius Anthony leſt a | tus baniſh'd to Marſeilles , 
Son very young, named Ly- | under Pretence of ſending him 
cius Antonius; whom Augu- thicher to perform his Studies. 


of 
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of any of his Family, than for their Ignominy; 
and we read, that he curs'd his Fate as often 
as he remember d his Daughter, the other Ju- 
lia his Grand- Daughter, who proved as lewd as 
her Mother, and the Poſthumous Agrippa, whom 
he call'd his three Impoſtumes. 

Tiberius was ſtill at (q) Rhodes, waſting the tardy 
Hours between Impatience and Chagrin, when 
News was brought him of what had paſs'd at 
Court, and of the Puniſhment which the Empe- 
ror had inflicted upon Julia. He was mightily 
pleas d that they had revenged the Injuries he 
had receiv'd at her hands; but being a perfect 
Maſter of the Art of concealing his Sentiments, 


he feign'd a ſort of Compaſſion for that Princeſs. 


He wrote an artful Letter to the Emperor, de- 
firing him not to extinguiſh all Sparks of Good- 
neſs for his Daughter, but to wink at her In- 
firmities, which perhaps had been aggravated be- 
yond the Truth ; ro make ſome Allowances for the 
Vivacity of her Youth and the Frame of her 
Conftitution ; and to abate of his Severity, if 
not for hers, yet for his ſake : Thus making Shew 
of a great Affection for his Wife, and a true Con- 
cern for her Misfortunes, tho' at the ſame time 
he was overjoy d that ſhe had met with a Pu- 
niſhment in ſome degree adequate to her Crimes. 

The People, touch'd with a Senſe of Fulia's 
Suffering's, pleaded for her Pardon and Return, 


(4) Rhodes was formerly a | placed at the Entrance of the 


City of great Note, ſituate in | Harbour; and the largeſt Ships 
an INand 


here was a Statue of the Sun, 
made by Chares the Indian, 
70 Cubits high ; call'd the Co- 
loſus of Rhodes: And hence, 
according to ſome, the Rho- 


dians had the Name of | 


Coloſſians; but Monſieur Gor 
deau is not of that Opinion. 
A Man could hardly encom- 
paſs the Thumb of this Statue 
with his two Arms, It was 


of the ſame Name. 


paſs'd between his Legs under 
full Sail. This Coloſſus having 
ſtood fifty fix Years, was thrown 
down by an Earthquake. 
The Knights of S. Fo} n of Fe- 
ruſalem were a long while in 
Poſſeſſion of this Iſland, till it 
was taken by the Turks in 
1522. Some Authors ſay, there 


is not a day in the Year ſo- 


cloudy, but the Sun makes 
is Appearance at Rhodes. 


with 
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with much more Sincerity, but not with better 
Succeſs. Auguſtus was deaf to all their Intreaties, 
and ſwore heartily to them, that Fire and Wa- 
ter ſhould ſooner be reconciled, than Julia be 
recall d. Nevertheleſs, his Rigour and Obſtinacy 
ſery'd only to redouble the Peoples Affections 
for the Princeſs. They renew'd their Intreaties 
therefore; and to unſhackle the Emperor from 
his Oath, and put him in a Way to ſend for 
Fulia again without the Charge of Perjury, they 
caſt into the Tyber a great Number of lighted 
Torches, for the ſake of the ridiculous Prodigy 
of blending Fire and Water together. Auguſtus, 
ſtill inexorable with regard to Julia, perſiſted in 
his Reſolution; till hearing that they were de- 
termin'd to go and fetch her home, he changed 
the Place of her Exile, and order'd her to Reggio 
in Calabria, then call'd Julium Rhegium ; where ſhe 
was treated with rather leſs Rigour. But this was 
after he had, in Tiberius Name, annull'd the Con- 
tra& of Marriage that was made between them. 
At length Augyſtus dying, it was believ'd Ju- 
lia's Exile would have ended with her Father's 

Life, and that Tiberius would have recall'd that 
Princeſs, in whoſe behalf he had ſo generouſly 
interpoſed. But this new Emperor ſoon con- 
vinced the Romans, that Policy had a much greater 
Share in his Interceſſion, than real Love. Julias 
Vices had caus'd him too. much Pain to be for- 
given. He was no ſooner fixd in the Throne 
therefore, but he forgot what he had written 
to Auguſtus in her Favour. He confined her to 
her Houſe ; deprived her of what little Money 
her Father Auguſtus had left her; ftopt the Pen- 
ſion he aſſign'd her, under pretence that it was 
not mention'd in his Will; and in ſhort, uſed her 
ſo ſeverely, that ſhe periſh'd with Hunger and 
Miſery. A Princeſs the leſs to be pity d, becauſe 
ker Crimes deſerv d no milder a Puniſhment. 
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diers, among 


This Education f gain'd him the Affection of the 


(a) Caius Cæſar Caligula 
was born upon the laſt day of 
Auguſt, in the Conſulate of 
his Father and C. Fonteius Ca- 
pito. Whether it was at An- 
tium, Tibur, or Treves, is no- 
thing to our purpoſe : But ' tis 
certain, 1t happen'd in ſome 
Place where the Legions.com- 
manded by Germanicus had 


H Emperor Caius was the Son of 
6Germanicus and Agrippina. | 
2 > 18S ” ſurnamed Caligula, from the Caliga, Tacit. 
da a ſort of Buskin worne by the Sol- Annal. 1. 


He was 


whom he was (a) bred. 


that it was loo d upon as a 
happy Omen of his future 
Advancement. Accordingly, 
when he aſcended the Impe- 
rial Throne, the e ae 
Diſtich appear'd abroad, which 
plainly intimates as much. 

ln caſtris genitus, patviis 

nutritus in armis, 


Jam deſignati Principis 


their Winter-Quarters; and 


| omen erat. 


Troops. 


7 Snetom. 
in Cai. 
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Troops. He paſs'd his younger Days with Tiberius 


in the Iſland of Capræ, where he was an Eye- 
Witneſs of all the filthy Pleaſures in which that 


- abandon'd Emperor wallow'd, under Covert of 


the Darkneſs of his ſolitary Retreat; and he be- 


; 


came afterward as filthy an Imitator of him. 


Here it was, that he learnt the Art of Diſſimu- 
lation, ſo neceſſary and uſeful in the Courts of 
Princes; and that admirable Addreſs in accom- 
modating himſelf to Tiberins's capricious and dan- 
gerous Humour, from whom he conceal'd his 
corrupt Sentiments with ſuch a profound Skill, 


that he had the Secret of keeping in the Em- 


ror's Good-Graces , notwithitanding all the 


'Ambuſhes laid by his Enemies, and the Contri- 


* Sueton.. 
in Cai. 
Co 20. 


vances they frequently had, to oblige him to find 
Fault, that they might thence take an Oppor- 

tunity to ruin him: Thus deceiving, by an affected 
Moderation, a ready Compliance, and an entire 
Submiſſion to Tiberius s Will, that very Emperor, 
ſo impenetrable in his Deſigns, ſo ſure in his 
Diſcernment, and ſo artificial in his Expreſſions: 
An irkſome Office indeed; but *twas neceſſary 
for Caius to go thro' it for the Accompliſhment 
of his Deſigns ; which rendering him ſo different 
from himſelf, (for he was naturally proud, haugh- 
ty, inſolent and cruel) made Men afterward ſay 
of him, when he came to unmask himſelf, * There 
never was a better Servant, nor a worſe Maſter. 

His firſt Wife was Junia Claudia, Daughter of 
Junius Silanus, a Gentleman of a very conſiderable 
Family in point of Ancient Nobility. He mar- 
ry'd her by Tiberius's expreſs Command, to whoſe 
Deſires he always paid too vile a Condeſcenſion 
to betray the leaſt Diſſike of the Match: But he 
was ſoon comforted upon the Loſs of that Lady, 
who died in Child-Bed ; becauſe ſhe could not 
be of Service to him with regard to his ambiti- 
ous Views. He wanted one that would be of 


| Advantage 
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Advantage to him this way; and Emia was the 
Perſon he thought anſwerable to his purpoſe. 
She was Wife to Macro, Colonel of the (b) Præ- 
torian Guards, who ſucceeded: Sjanus in his Of- 
| fice and his Intereſt, tho' he was no honeſter a 
Man than the other. This Lady had an inex- 
hauftible Fund of Ambition; and as her Vanity 
had been cheriſt'd. by the powerful Credit, and 
almoſt abſolute Authority of her Husband Ma- 
cro , toward the Concluſion of Tiberius's Reign, 
there was nothing too atrocious for her to at- 
tempt, for the perpetuating of her Power and 
Intereſt. Reed | 3 

Caligula was not very hard put to it for an 
Audience of a Lady of theſe Diſpoſitions : Nor 
is it a Wonder he ſhould fire the Heart of an 
ambitious Woman, who having always ſtood well 
with Fortune, made it her ſole Care to ſecure 
the happy Continuance of it, by fixing in her In- 
tereſts the Prince who was ſhortly to poſſeſs the 
Sovereign Authority. Caius therefore took Ad- 
vantage of her Weakneſs, fed her up with flat- 
tering Hopes, and promis'd to marry her as ſoon 
as he came to the Throne, if ſhe would but fa- 
vour him with her Influence, and oblige Macro 
to ſpeak in hjs Favour: And to convince her of 
his Sincerity, he added to the moſt Solemn Pro- 
teſtations, a written Promiſe ſign'd with his own 


(% We gave ſome ee. 


of the Pretorian Guards, pag. 
8. They were Soldiers whole 
Duty was to attend the Prator 
to the Court call'd Prætorium, 
where he ſat for the Tryal of 
Cauſes. After the Emperor had 
deprived the Romans ot their 
Liberties, theſe Pretorian Bands 
were appointed to guard the 
Emperor and the City. They 
had a Camp within the ver 
Walls, and grew ſo powerful, 
or rather inſolent, that when 
zn Emperor happen'd to be 


* ; 


kill' d, they aſſumed the 
Authority of electing ano- 
ther, whom the Senate was 
many times obliged to confirm. 
Auguſtus made two Colonels 
of his Guards; and theſe Co- 
lonels or Prefe#s took very 
much upon them by degrees, 
and gave Riſe to the Præfectus 
Prætorio, who from Conſtan- 
tine's Reign were the Prime 
Officers of the Empire. The 
Prætorian Guards had better 
727 than the ordinary Forces. 


Hand, 
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Hand, and confirm'd by Oaths enough to ſatisfy 
the moſt obſtinate Incredulity ; but which it at- 


terward coſt him no more to break thro', than 
it had coſt him to make. ; | 


Theſe Arrtifices of Caius did not fail of their 
deſired Succeſs. Ennia, * dazzled with the Luſtre - 


of the Throne, had not the Power to reſiſt the 
Temptation of Caius's glittering Promiſes, for 
the Performances of which ſhe had nothing to 
depend on, but the Word of that tricking and 
deceitful Prince; And thus ſhe purchas'd her 
Hopes of Empire at the Price of anticipated 


Favours, and ſhamefully proſtituted herſelf to 


the Man whoſe pretended Love was a mere 
Fetch of his refined Politicks; vainly imagining 
that Caligula would ſtand to what he had ſaid, 
and do for her all that he had promis'd while his 
Fortune was doubtful. But the Worſt of this 
infamous Bargain was , that Macro, fond of his 
Power and Influence, and fearing the Loſs of 
them upon a Change of Government, baſely hired 


himſelf to Caligula, and aſſiſted him in debauchine 


his Wife; in the firm Perſuaſion, that he muſt 
ever reign Favourite of a Prince upon whom he 
had laid ſo remarkable an Obligation; and that 
to make himſelf ſuch a Friend, he muſt boggle 
at nothing! (Some however will have it, that 
Macro knew nothing of the Intimacy between 
Caius. and his Wife: Ennia.) Fatal Blindneſs this, 
of the - Ambitions Man, not to be aſhamed to 
cover himſelf with preſent and ſubſtantial Diſ- 


honour, in Hopes of future Grandeur, founded 


upon the Promiſes of a Courtier, which are gene- 
rally fallacions, always uncertain. For theſe de- 
luding Hopes, or rather this fooliſh Credulity, 
was the only Motive that could induce the a- 
ſpiring Macro to ſecure Caius to himſelf by the 
moſt infamous Connivance; to eſpouſe his Inter- 
eſts with Ardour, and even at the Expence 5 

his 
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his Honour; and to determine in that Prince's 
Favour the wavering and irreſolute Mind of old 
Tiberius, ſo as he ſhonld chooſe Caligula for his 
Succeſſor : Nothing doubting but ſo fignal a Ser- 
vice would always be remember d by the young 
Prince, and meet with a ſuitable Reward. Bur 
the ſelfiſn Endeavours of that fawning Courtier 
too plainly intimated his real Views, not to be 
diſcern'd by the ſagacious Emperor ; who, as he 
was not very eafily impoſed upon, had a mind 
to let Macro know ſo much. One day therefore, 
when that inſinuating Courtier had artfully turn'd 
their Converſation upon Cains, and was loſing 
himſelf in Encomiums of him, Tiberius interrupted 
him and ſaid, with an Air of Indifference, that 
he * turu'd his Back upon the Setting, to pay his“ Tacit. 
Court to the Ri ing Sun. | = 2 
Nevertheleſs, Caligula ill requited, after this, Pie, J. 38. 
the weighty Obligations Macro had laid upon | 
him; even. tho' he f was of ſingular Service to f Phib, 
him for the well governing of the Empire. In a Leg. ad 
word, forgetting that he was indebted for it to“ *. 
Ennia and her Husband, and not being able to 
condeſcend to Macros Advice; who looking up- 
on himſelf as the Maker of his Fortune, thought 
he had a Right to give it; || Hatred and Ingra- I Sueten. 
titude got Poſſeſſion of that barbarous Prince's” C 
Heart, in the room of Friendſhip and Acknow- 
ledgment 5 and he ſacrificed both Macro and his 
Wife to his brutiſh Paſſion. What more flagrant 
Inſtance can be given, of the Deceitfulneſs of 


Favour, purchas'd at the Expence of Honour 
and Conſcience ? 05 * 
Caligula being deliver d, by Tiberius's Death, 
from the heavy and uneaſy Yoak of Subje&ion 
and Dependence, mounted the Throne of the ,,,.; 
Empire; whither he is known to have been at-Vi#. Epir. 
tended with the Vows and Suffrages of all the ir 2 
F Orders in the City. The Legions, the $ Se- * 
1 „%% RE | nate, Caum. 
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nate, and the People ſhew'd the Part they took 
in his Advancement, by Demonſtrations of Joy 
ſo much the more ſincere, as it was general. The 
People were glad to behold upon the Throne the 
Son of Germanicus, whoſe Memory was ſo dear 
to them, and whoſe Vertues ſeem'd to revive in 
that young Emperor, admired as the moſt lively 
Image of his Father. The Legions wiſh'd no- 
thing ſo ardently, as to obey a rince they knew 
not only to be born among them, but alſo to 
have ſpent his Youth in the Camps and the Ar- 
mies. The Senate, which Tiberius had ſo prodi- 


giouſly humbled, and into which he had fre- 


quently ſtruck Terror, and Lamentation for the 


Death of its moſt illuſtrious Members, whom he 


{ſacrificed to his Cruelty and Diftruit ; hoping to 


find in Caius a wile, and moderate, and clement 


Prince, expreſs'd their Satisfaction to ſee him 
upon the Throne, by making a Decree which 


confirm'd him in the Empire abſolutely, and 


without a Collegue, contrary to the Diſpoſition 


of Tiberius's Will, who call'd his Grand-Son to it 
-jointly with Caligula. In ſhort, as the dawning 


Sueton · 
iN Calig. 
cap. 16. 


buy Tiberius and Livia, and to their Benefactions 
added ſomething of his own. He publickly 
burnt a Parcel of Papers that he found againſt 
ſome who had perſecuted his Mother and Family, 
. to 


Dio, 
lib. E 


Sun of Liberty, immediately after a bloody and 
tyrannical Reign, is always pleaſant and comfor- 
table, every Man + expected a proſperous Turn 
of Fortune under Caiuss Adminiſtration; every 
one now hoped to ſee happy Times: And 
thus was the Day of Caligula's Acceſſion call'd 


the Day of Rome's New Birth. 


The Truth is, this Emperor well anſer'd at 


firſt the high Efteem, which his affected Modera- 


tion, and certain Outſide Shews of Vertue and 


Equity, had made the World conceive of him. 


He paid moſt exactly the Legacies bequeathed 
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to ſhew that he ſacrificed his Reſentment not to the 
Welfare of the Citizens only, but even of his Ene- 
mies. He puniſh'd the Treachery of the Gover- 
nors of Provinces, who had not been true to their 


Truſts; and among theſe was Pontius Pilate, Lak. lii⸗ 


who had govern'd Judæda in the Quality of Caſar's 
Viceroy, and being found Guilty of Extorſion 
and ſeveral other Crimes, was baniſh'd to Vienne in 
Dauphine, where he became his own Executioner, 


and kill'd f himſelf in Deſpair : Nor could # Wiceph; 
he die by a more infamous Hand than his own, Callift- 


which with horrid Injuſtice had ſign'd the Con- 
demnation of Incarnate Wiſdom and Innocence 
itſelf. Moreover, Caligula clear d the City of 
all thoſe groveling and effeminate Souls , that 
had ſerv'd Tiberius's monſtrous Pleaſures : The 
Romans of Equeſtrian Degree, who | had been 
guilty of Crimes reflecting upon their Dignity, 
he expell'd the Order. Laſtly, he ſet open the 
Priſons which were full of thoſe Perſons his Pre- 
deceſlor's Cruelty had committed; and beſide the 
the Liberty he gave them all, he made conſider- 
able Preſents to ſome. | 

Theſe auſpicious Beginnings of the new Reign 
made People forget the Horrours of the former ; 
and a Prince who in his Youth yielded ſuch ear- 
ly Fruit of ſolid Wiſdom , ſeem'd to promiſe 
conſummate Prudence when arrived at his full 
Age. To ſpeak Truth, all Caligula's Actions were 
ſo many Proofs of his Good-Nature, and con- 
firm'd the favourable Opinion People had enter- 
tain'd of their new Emperor. But this ſerene 


J. 1. C. 16. 


Weather was ſoon changed into dreadful Storms. 


As thoſe Actions did not proceed from the na- 
tural Effect of a true Moderation, but from a 
ſubtle Device of his treacherous Heart, to de- 
ceive with greater Certainty, and to eſtabliſh 


himſelf the more ſecurely upon the Throne; no 


ſooner was this completed, but he threw off the 
, K Mask 


* Sueton. 
in Cai. 
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Vict. Spit. 
in Calig . 
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Mask of Hypocriſy ; his genuine Temper ſhew'd 
itſelf by degrees; and weary art laſt of uſing 
Artifice, he indulged himſelf in all thoſe Paſſions 
which had been confined under a long and te- 
dious Diſſimulation. They ſpread with * Vio- 
lence, like an impetuons Torrent, when it has 


broke down the Bank that ftopt its Courſe ; ſo 


that their dire Influence was felt in all Parts of 
the City. He f appear'd ſuch as he was, in his 
natural Colours, and without a Mask; that is 


to ſay, cruel, impious, fierce, and diſſolute. He 


made them know, || he was the Tyrant, not the 
Father of the Republick. In a word, he verify'd 
what Tiberius had foretold of him ; who diſcern- 
ing his native Cope thro' the Clouds of his 
Infancy, and the Veil of his Hypocriſy, ſaid, 
that in Caius he was nurſing up a + Serpent for 
the People of Rome, and a Phaeton for the World. 
_ Caius did not diſprove this Prediction, which 
was but too truly accompliſh'd in him. The 
Death of Tiberius broke the fatal Seal, which in- 
cloſed the depraved Inclinations of his Succeſſor. 
They were equally ſhameful and boiſterous; and 
thus the moſt inordinate Affections were obſerv'd 
to reign in the Heart of a Prince in the Flower 
of his Age. Not content with diſhonouring his 
Siſters with abominable Inceft, he expoſed them 
to the brutal Luſts of a Knor of young Fellows 


immerged like himſelf m Debanches ; and after- 


ward confined them in Iſlands, for repeating the 
very Crimes he had firſt drawn them into; 
telling them with a brutiſn and menacing Air, 
that he had Knives as well as Iſlands. He took 
home his Siſter Druſilla from her Husband Caſ- 


fius who had ſerv'd the Conſulate, and to whom 


ſhe had not long been marry'd, and kept her 
publickly as his Wife; and even affected 1o un- 
natural a Paſſion for her, that at her Death he 
committed the moſt ſcandalous and fooliſh Ex- 
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travagances. But which is ſtill worſe, by the hor- 
ribleſt Brutality that ever was heard of, and the 
| moſt violent Outrage that could be offer d to 
Nature, he miſerably * debauch d a Daughter he* Ct 
had by one of his Siſters; for Inceſt was a Crime Cale. 
laid to his Charge before his Acceſſion to the Throne. 
The infamous Flames of his Luft could not be 

kept within the Bounds of his own Palace: Hard- 

ly an illuſtrious Family in Rome, but receiv'd 

ſome Hurt from their Fury. He debaſed the 
Ladies of beſt N in Rome with his Adulte- 

ries, and f often before their Husbands Faces ;t Sueton: 
firſt forcing them to be Eye-Witneſſes of their“ _— 
Infelicity, and || then barbarouſly making them Dis, 
the Subject of his Ridicule. He kept publickly 40. 55. 
in his Palace the Courteſan Pyrallis, than whom 

a more ſhameful Proftitute never liv'd. To con- 
clude, after he had gratify'd his depraved Senſes 

with all the ordinary Pleaſures, he proſtituted 

his own Perſon by @ Brutality that wonld be 

very ſurprizing, were not the Height of Wick- 

edneſs to be expected from a Prince debauch'd 
almoſt from his Cradle, and one that had made 


his own Siſters the firſt Victims of his Incon- 
tinence. | | 
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LIVIA ORESTILLA, 
CALIGULA'S Firſt Conſort. 


obs Criminal Intercourſe with 
Reh his Sister Dru/illa, did ſo engroſs him, 
chat People thought he was incapable 
ww of purſuing farther Amours ; but thar - 
Prince, who by his natural Levity was given to 
Change, could not long keep the Current of his 
N e Paſſion 


* Dio, 


lib. 59. 
Sueton. 
in Cat. 
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Paſſion in one and the ſame Channel. Livia Oreſ- 
tilla innocently excited a new Flame in him. She 
derived her Deſcent from one of the moſt an- 
cient and honourable Families in Rome; and 
Calpurnius Piſo, to whom ſhe was lately betroth'd, 
had equally conſulted in that Choice, Dignity of 
Birth, and Splendor of Beauty. That Senator, 
in whom the Luſtre of ancient Nobility was 
heighten'd by a very great Eftate, deſign'd to 
ſolemnize his Nuptials with a magnificent Regale. 
All the Perſons of Diſtinction were invited to 
it; and Piſo, to render it as pompous as poſſible, 


intreated the Emperor to honour it with his Pre- 


ſence. An Honour, which proved fatal to him! 
for it coſt him no leſs that his Eaſe and his Liberty, 
Oreſtilla was young as well as beautiful, and 


had on all accounts a great deal of Merit. Ca- 


ligula, expoſed to Cupid's Darts, had the Power 
in his Hands, and call'd himſelf Maſter; and 
very often it is dangeroug to have ſuch Gueſts 


in one's Houſe. Piſo's Feaſt was extremely gay 


and magnificent: The Richneſs of his Furni- 
ture, and the Delicacy and Variety of his. En- 
tertainment, pleas d the Eye, and gratify'd the 
Tafte. Oreſtilla, the Ornament as well as Subject 
of the Aſſembly, appear'd in the higheſt Zenith 
of her Beauty, which ſhe had taken care to ſet 
off with all that was rich, and brilliant, and ex- 


_ quiſite in Garb or Dreſs: Illuſtrious Ornaments, 


which did not a little contribute” to enforce her 
Charms. Whether it was contrary to Oreſtilla's 
Intention, we cannot ſay ; but her Beauty ftruck 
the Emperor, and gain d a complete Victory over 


his Heart. That flattering Superiority of Power, 
which raiſes us above the reſt of Mankind, is 


an Attractive too ſtrong for our Frailty always to 
reſiſt; a Temptation, that without Miracle might 
make ſome Impreſſion in Oreſtilla's Mind. But 
be that how it will, the Joy of the Day was £ 
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laſt changed into the deepeſt Sorrow with regard 
to Piſo ; which was the more piercing, as it was 
altogether unexpected; for he did not dream of 
any other Perſon's conſummating a Marriage 
which he had been at all the Expence of. This 
happen'd notwithſtanding. ' Caligula felt in Love 
with Oreſtilla while they ſat at Table together; 
and being a Prince that did not care to make | 
his Paſſion languiſh, carry'd Piſo's Bride home 
with him, there marty'd her, and ſome time after 
* confirm'd his Marriage by an Edict, wherein), Dio, 
he declared that he had marry'd in Imitation of 
Romulus and Auguſtus. But he was not ſo con- 
ſtant in that State, as the other two Princes; 
for he divorced Oreſtilla not long after their Nup- 
tials. So true it is, that the fierceſt Flames are 
ſooneſt out ; and that the Love which ſprings up 
at once, .dies with the ſame Precipitation. But 
what appear'd more particularly unreaſonable and 
unjuſt in Cains's Conduct, was, that when he di- 
vorced Oreſtilla, and would no longer keep her 
himſelf, neither t would he let her return to Piſo ; f Sueton. 
but ſuſpecting that they had ſome way contrived?” Ci. 
an Interview, he to prevent it, cruelly baniſh'd 
them to two ſeveral Iſlands. | 
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OLLIA PAULINA, 

Caricura's Second 1 
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SAMS OLLIA PAULINA met with no better : | 


1 7 Fate, than Ozeſtilla. She was Grand- 
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Daughter to Marcus Lollius, whoſe ſole 

. Merit conſiſted in the || Art of dexte- Vell. Pa- 
rouſly concealing the moſt enormous Vices un- © ads 
der the deceitful Appearance of Wiſdom and 
Moderation, In effect, he was ſo perfect a Ma- 
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ſter in the way of Diſſimulation, as to impoſe | x; 
upon the judicious Auguſtus himſelf, who taking 7 
his Shew of Vertue for Vertue indeed, thought h 
he would reward it, by honouring Lollius with the 
higheſt and moſt valuable Employs : For he ſent 
him to govern Galatia with the Character and Au- 
thority of (c) Proconſul, when that Kingdom, upon 
the Death of Amynthas, was reduced to a Province. 
After this, he made him Conſul, conferr'd the 
Command of the Armies upon him in ſeveral 
Expeditions, wherein he did not always meet with 
Succeſs; and laſtly, to give him the ſureſt Mark 
of his Eſteem, he * entruſted him with the Per- 
ſon and Tutelage of his Grand-Son Caius Caſar, 
when he ſent him into the Eaſt. Glorious Em- 
ploy, but ingloriouſly executed by Lollius; for 
he gave none but f violent Counſels to that young 
Prince, in whoſe Heart he excited, by I know 
. f. not what artificial Policy, and $ perfidious Re- 
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lib. 2. ports, an implacable Hatred to Tiberius; and 
il Setov- prevented, || by his under-hand Practices, the 


in Tb. Conqueſts he might have made; thus unwor- 
thily betraying his "Truſt, to gratify his inſati- 
able Avarice ; notwithſtanding what a celebra- 
ted Poet ſays of him, who in a fawning (d) Ode cries 


(c) Anguſtus made a Parti- | They had Power of Life and 
tion of the Tributary Provin- | Death in the Provinces they 


es of the Empire; reſervi 
the beſt e himſelf, = 


Jeaving the reſt to the Senate 


and Republick. Theſe Pro- 
vinces were govern'd by Se- 
nators who had been Confuls 
or Prætors, and bore the Title 


of Proconſuls. They were ſent 


thither 1n the Name of the 
Senate; and had Lifors and 


other Tokens of Authority. | 
3 (ad) = Eft animus tibli _ 2M 
Rerumque prudens, & ſecundis 
Temporibus, dubiiſque rectus; 
index avare fraudis, & abſftinens 


Ducentis ad ſe cunqta pecuniæ. 


— 


govern'd ; and were allow'd 


to raiſe Taxes in ſuch a Pro- 
portion, ſettled by the Senate. 
Appeals from the Proconſuls 
Sentences were heard by the 


Conſuls, and determin'd by 


the Senate. The Provinces 
into which Proronſuls were ant 
as Governors, were call'd 
Proconſulary Provinces. : 


Hor. Od. ix, lib. 3. 


him 
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him up for a Publick-Spirited Gentleman. For 
Phraates, King of the Parthians, in an Interview 
he had with Prince Caius Cæſar in an Iſland of 
the Euphrates, acquainted him with the Treachery 
of Lollius, his Governor ; whoſe Eyes being daz- 
zled with the Luſtre of the Oriental Kings Gold, 
he had not the Power to reſiſt their Preſents, but 
| ſold them the Secret of the Deſigns with which 
he was entruſted, and gave them Notice of all 
that paſs'd in the Councils of the Romans. Baſe 
and perfidions Man ! thus to oblige Prince Caius 
to deprive his covetous and traiterous Governor 
not only of his Confidence, but alfo of his Friend- 
ſhip. Upon which, ſeeing his Reputation loft, 
and that it was not poſſible for him to recover 
it by clearing himſelf, he took a Doſe of Poiſon, 
and put an End to a Life loaded with Diſhonour 
and Inquietude. This is very often the Fate of j 
Traitors ; who meet with the Puniſhment due to | 
their Perfidiouſneſs, either in a voluntary Death, x 
or elſe in the irkſome Remains of a Life filbd 
with Confuſion and Reproach ; hated by the Per- 
ſons they betray'd, deſpiſed by thoſe to whom 
they ſold their Honour and their Duty, and car- 
rying, where-ever they go, the Shame of their 
falſe and traiterous Actions. 
Lollia had all the Advantages that could be 
defired. She was of a noble and honourable Fa- 
mily ; and tho very beautiful, had nevertheleſs 
_ preſerv'd her Reputation. Moreover, theſe va- 
luable Preſents of Nature and Fortune were ſe- - 
conded by a * prodigious Eftate, which enabled * P!;n;us, 
her to diſtinguiſh herſelf in Rome, and to appear + 9c. 35: 
there to Advantage, by. the good Uſe ſhe made 
of it, thoꝰ it was the ſhameful Fruit of her Grand- 
Father's vile Extorſion, and the unmerited Re- 
ward of his Perfidy, ETD. 
She brought them all in Dowry to Memmins 
Regulus, Governor of Macedonia and Achaia, and 
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a Perſonage honour'd with the Conſulate. This 
Roman was ſo ſenſible of Lollia's Merit, that he 
thought it an Honour to marry her; ſoon after 
which he carry'd her along with him to his Go- 
vernment: But their bad Fortune, or rather 
* Caligula's Incontinence, ſoon recall'd them to 
Rome. That Prince hearing one day, that Lol- 
lig's Grand-Mother was a very celebrated Beauty, 
nothing would ſerve him but he muſt ſee the 
Grand Daughter of a Lady ſo much talk'd of 
for her Charms. It was not long before he ſa- 
tisfy'd his Curioſity in that reſpect. Memmius, 
who had then the Command of the Army, was 
order d to repair to the Court, and bring 
his Wife Lollia Paulina with him; where as ſoon 
as ſhe appear d, Cains fooliſhly fell in Love with 
her ; and,'giving at once a Looſe to his Paſſion, 
he not only reſolv'd that Memmius ſhould reſign 
her to him, but even obliged him to paſs for her 
Father, and to give her to him in that Quality. 
After which, he marry'd her publickly and in 
the Forms, much as Auguſtus had eſpouſed 
Livia. : | r= WU: 4 | 
Lollia, who. on this Change of Fortune was 
poſſeſs'd of every thing her Vanity could wiſh or 
deſire, ſhew'd no great Concern, we may ſuppoſe : 
But her Pleaſure was as ſhort-lived, as the Em- 
_ . peror's Paſſion ; for Caligula, equally apt to fall 
in Love, and to alter the Subject of it, grew 
weary of this Match, as he had of the former; 
and Lollia, with all the Splendor of Beauty an 
Dreſs, could not fix the Heart of that fickle and 
volatile Prince. He divorced her without giv- 
ing any Reaſon, and ſent her away coldly, for- 
bidding her the Company of all Men what- 
foever. bi | l | 
Paulina, who ſrom her former State had been 
rais d at once to the Supreme Dignity, now ſaw 
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herſelf reduced to her primitive Condition, and 
experienced by her Fall how difficult it is to ſtop 
the Wheel of Fortune, how imprudent to put 
any Confidence in her. Nevertheleſs, ſhe bore 
up under this woful Diſgrace with a great deal 
4 Firmneſs and Reſolution, comforting herſelf 4 
with the Thoughts of her immenſe Riches, and | 
aſſiſting at all the Diverſions, where ſhe took a | 
particular care to donothing that could wound her 
Reputation. But beſide the Luſtre of her Beau- * Plinius, 
ty, ſhe honour'd theſe Aſſemblies with the mag- Lib. 9. c. 35. 
nificent Glittering of the Pearls, Rubies, and Dia- 
mond, with which ſhe was in a manner cover'd: 
Glorious Ornaments, for which ſhe was not be-. 
holden to Caiuss Liberality , but to the Family 
of Lollius, whoſe Inheritance was the Spoils of + In 
the Provinces where he had exerciſed his Ra- — b 
me. | | | 

She liv'd in this Middle way during the reſt of 
Caligula's Reign, and the beginning of Claudins's : 
But when Meſſalina died, Lollia Paulina, to whom 
tne Sweets of Sovereignty had proved an irre- 
ſiſtible Bait, ſuffer d her Heart to be carry'd 
away with the Conceit of remounting the Throne, 
from which thro' the Inconſtancy of Cains's Tem- 
per ſne had fallen. She might indeed have pro- 
mis d herſelf this great Favour at Fortune's Hands, 
had ſhe been the only Perſon that put in her 
Claim; but the Throne is too attractive a Seat, 
not to raiſe a Competition in the Aſpirers to 
it. f All the principal Ladies in Rome diſplay d f Tacit. 
their Charms, as well as Paulina, to captivate the — Fn 
Emperor Claudius: But Two above the reſt chal- FS» 
lenged Lollia's Merit, and diſputed Czſar's Heart 
with her. Alia Petina and Agrippina were the | 
Names of thoſe dangerous Rivals. 'Theſe three 1 
Ladies ſupported their Pretenſions with their | 
Vertues, took care that none of them ſhould 
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want Blazoning, and try 'd all their engaging Arts; 
Their Favour was pretty much upon the Level, 


each of them having in her Intereſt one of the 
Three Free-Men who govern'd the Emperor. 


Thus Claudius, a ftupid and irreſolute Prince, 


was a long time in determining his Choice, and 
would not fix till he knew the Sentiments of 
Pallas, Calliſtus, and Narciſſus, who were in effect 
his three Maſters: For the Supreme Authority 
was lodg'd in the Hands of thoſe unworthy Free- 
Men, upon whom Claudius entirely rely'd, and 
was immovable in the Article of his Confidence. 

Narciſſus propoſed Alia Petina, who had for- 
merly been that Prince's Wife, and was repu- 
diated upon very {lender Motives. Calliſtus, who 


was Lollia's Friend, repreſented to the Emperor, 
That admitting Petina was divorced without 


Canſe, yet it would be dangerous for him to ex- 


poſe himſelf and his Children to her Reſentment 


upon that ſcore, which ſhe would aſſuredly carry 
the higher, in proportion as ſhe thought her Di- 
vorce to be unjuſt, and would conſequently be- 
have ſo much the more outrageouſly to him: 
That to marry there, would be to fix a mercileſs 
Step-Mother upon Prince Britannicus and the 
Princeſs Octavia, who far from ſhewing Friend- 
ſhip, would not be commonly Civil to them, and 
would be ten times more proud and haughty 
and imperious upon her ſecond Marriage: That 
nothing of all this could be fear'd from Lollia, 
celebrated for an illuſtrious Deſcent, for a 

Beauty with which very few could compare, and 
a Reputation which always ſtuck by her, and 
was Proof againſt the Attacks of the moft inve- 
terate Calumny. He added, that the particular 
_ Intereſt of Prince Britannicus and the Princeſs 
Oftavia would be beft confulted in a Marriage 
with Lollia, becauſe never having had any Chil- 
dren, ſhe would be a Mother to Meffalina's ; om 
| — that 
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ſincere, in regard ſhe: would have no Occaſion 
to divide or remove it. | e 
Pallas, to recommend Agrippina, in whoſe In- 
tereſt he was criminally engaged, ſounded forth 
the Grandeur of her Family, and the Nobleneſs 
of her Extraction, which, as well as the Empe- 
ror's, derived itſelf from the Claudians. He de- 
ſcribed her Beauty in the fineſt Colours, not for- 
getting to flouriſh upon her Vertues; and A- 
grippina had the Cunning to back theſe Argu- 
ments by ſome Method ſo very engaging, tho 
perhaps not altogether ſo innocent, that Claudiuss 


ſhallow Judgment determin'd him for this Lady, 


2 in a very ſhort time made him ſorely ſmart 
or it. e 
This Choice confounded all Paulinas Expecta- 
tions. She now ſaw all her Pretenſions forecloſed, 
and the Projects of her Ambition vaniſh'd into 
Smoak. But neither was this the Whole of her 
Miſery : For Agrippina's Jealouſy and Revenge 
made many fatal Additions to it. This Em- 
preſs, who had dreaded the Competition of her 
Rivals, conceiv'd an implacable Hatred againſt 
them, and reſolv'd to chaſtiſe their Raſhneſs in 
pretending to a Match with Claudius, which ſhe 
look'd upon as an Invaſion of her Right. *Tis 
true, ſhe ſuffer d her Reſentment to ſleep for a 
while ; but as ſoon as ſhe had ſecured her For- 
tune, ſhe fell to work, and ſhew'd the Force of 
her Anger. | 
Lollia was the unhappy Object of its firſt and 
hotteſt Fury ; becauſe her Beauty had render'd 
her the moſt formidable Enemy. Agrippina was 
too politick to ſtigmatize the Infancy of her 
Grandeur and Authority with A&s of Cruelty; 
and could not therefore put Lollia to Death with- 
our ſome Pretence. On the other hand, it was 
difficult to find a tolerable one ; that Lady's Con- 
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that her Affęction for them would be the more 
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duct having been ſo regular, as to give no Han- 
dle for her Enemies to take hold of: But the 


Empreſs, not being long able to deny her Jea- 
louſy the Victim it craved, ſtirr'd up an Infor- 


of the Crime of Superſtition. 
Jo put the graver Countenance upon this Pro- 
Cceſs, it was ſupported by a thouſand Circumſtan- 
* Tacit ces, ſtamp'd with the Coin of Falſhood. * She 
— was charged with giving Credit to the Predictions 
of the Chaldeans; with having dared ſacrilegiouſſy 
to dive into the dark Abyſs of Futurity, to knou 
the Fate of the Emperor's Marriage; and even 


tisfy her petulant Curioſity in that reſpect. All 
theſe were enormous Crimes; but they were all 
forged; and Lollia would eaſily have laid open 
the Impoſture, which was back'd by no Proof, 
had ſne been indulged the Liberty of anſwering 
for herſelf: But Care was taken not to do her 


thors of ſuch abominable Calumny totheir Trumps; 
and the Innocence of the Party Accuſed could not 
have been clear'd up, without expoſing the Malice 

of the Accuſer. 1h 145 
Lollia was no ſooner impeach'd, but Claudius 
went and gave the Senate an Account of it. He 
Introduced his Diſcourſe, by ſpeaking very advan- 
tageoully of that Lady; illuftrating her Nobility, 
and the Honour it was to have the Siſter of Lu- 
cius Voluſius to her Mother, and Cotta Meſalinn: 
for her Great Uncle. He extoll'd her Marriage 
with Memmius, upon whom they had conferr'd 
the higheſt Dignities; but artfully paſs'd over 
that ſhe had contracted: with Caligula in Silence, 
becauſe he knew that Match would reproach him 
| with, the little Reſpe& ſhewn to the Wife of an 
| Emperor, who ought to have been treated after 
| another Manner than the Wives of Men of an 
p * inferior 


mer againſt Lollia, who accuſed her to Claudius 


with conſulting the Oracles of the Gods, to ſa- 


that Juſtice, becauſe it would have put the Au- 
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inferior Degree. In fine, after having tired the 
Patience of the Senators with his long Speech, 
he told them, Lollia was guilty of under-hand 
Practices to diſturb the State; and that to put 
it out of her Power to execute her Deſign, he 
ſacrificed her to the Good of the Republick. 
Whereupon, he immediately baniſh'd her from 
all Tahy; confiſcating her Eſtate, and leaving her 
very little out of the immenſe Riches ſhe was 
poſſeſs d of. 85 | ” 
This unjuſt Baniſhment, too ſevere for an ima- 
ginary Crime, ought certainly to have fatisfy'd 
the cruel Agrippina : But when once Revenge is 
left to the Diſcretion of the Perſons who think 
themſelves injured, we very rarely find they can 
ſet any Bounds to it. Agrippina mortally hated 
Lollia; and the Fire of her Wrath could not be 
extinguiſh'd without the Blood of her Enemy. i 
(e) A Tribune was ſent to the Place of her Exile, | | 
with private Orders to diſpatch her; and it is '| 
probable, the Empreſs pitch'd upon a Man of |} 
Character for acquitting himſelf well of ſuch an | | 
j 
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execrable Commiſſion. If ſo, ſhe was not deceiv d 
in her Choice. That cruel Order was executed 
with the ſame Barbarity it was given; and Lol- 
lia's Death expiated the Crime of her having pre- 

| tended to a Marriage with Claudius. But neither 
yet was Agrippina's Revenge fully fatiated : She _ 1. 
purſued it beyond the Death of her Rival; ang 1 
ſent for Lollia's Head, to feaſt her Eves with © i | 
that moſt diſmal Spectacle. Barbarous Satisfa&ti- _ | 
on! But Agrippina could not be eaſy till ſhe had | | 
it. Paulina's Head was brought to Rome; the * Dio, 
Empreſs ſaw it, and examin'd it; and, to be ſure lb. oo. 


(e) The Romans gave the | made a Legion. In each Co- 
Name of Tribunes to the Cap- hort were five Centuries, or 
tains who commanded . the Hundreds: In each Century, 
Cohorts. A Cohort conſiſted Iten Maniples, or Handfuls : 
of 500 Men; and ten Cohorts | And in each Maniple,ten Men. 


Fl of | 2Þy 2 they 
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they did not impoſe upon her, by laying before 

. her the Head of ſomebody elſe, ſhe had the ſa- 
*Xipbilin- vage Curioſity to ſeek, amidſt the Horrours 
in Claud. of Death, for a Proof to convince her it was her 
'-—  Enemy's. InNhort, ſhe was ſo hard-hearted, as 
to force open the Month herſelf, and view Pau- 

mm s Teeth, which they ſay were ſomewhat par- 

ticular. | | | 


— - * 
P 0 8 J 
f Z 7 4 TE / 7 4D Aa — ce FAY / * — * - 163 N => * 8 * ; 
/ l a L; 7 ' 1 — 
. 4 V , © /# * 4.4. Y 0 448 \ 112 1 J 
* - 
- 9 
P « 


Caricvra's Laſt Conſort: 
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1637-62] ferv'd, repudiated Lollia, Cæſonia began 
1 Sueton. do appear upon the Stage. f She was 
Daughter toOrphitus, and toVeſtilia, who 
lay in of her at the End of eight Months, as ſhe 
had betore been deliver'd of two Children at 
* livius, ſeyen Months, and one at eleven. + Cæſonia was 
e. actually another Man's Wife, and had three 
Daughters by him, when Caius marry'd her. 
e She had neither the Beauty, nor the Wiſdom 
Stele, of his former Wives, and yet it was Cæſania that 
in Cai. fix d the Emperor's Heart, ſo as it never after 
cap. 25. went aſtray. He could not, indeed, have made 
3 __ a fitter Choice for himſelf, nor aſſociated in his 

| Crimes a Perſon more like him for Temper. 
She was impudent, inſolent, and haughty to the 

$ Zoſeph. laſt Degree. $ Her Laſciviouſneſs alſo, and Cru- 
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. elty went hand in hand with his; for ſhe did 


" 


lib. 20. not a little contribute to [thoſe frequent Execu- 
tions, which filbd Rome with Blood and Tears 
during Caligula's Reign. 


Caiui 


PE: ALIGULA having, as we have ob- 


| Caius loy'd Cæſonia long before ke marry'd her; 
and it is reported, that ſhe made uſe of other 
Charms beſide thoſe of Beauty, to captivate 
his Heart. She gave him a Drink Vit ſeems, 
whereof * Juvenal - mentions t ompoſition, 
which working more than ſhe deſign'd, affected 
Caligula's Head, and (f) in ſome meaſure caus d 
that Madneſs, wherein he committed ſo many 
Extravagances and Acts of Cruelty. Frantick 
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* Sat. 6. © 


with the Love of Cæſonia, he would ſometimes 


make her dreſs in Soldier's Habit, ſhew her in 
that Garb to the Troops, and ſee her march be- 
tween the Lines on Horſeback : At other times, 
ſhe muſt appear ftark-naked before ſome Friends 

of his in private, where kiſſing her in their Sight, 
he would often tell them he could at a Word's 
ſpeaking ſtrike off that pretty Head; with which 
tender Compliment he generally concluded his 


brutal Careſſes; ſufficient Evidence of the Cor- 


ruption of his Mind. But his Paſſion was ſtill 
greater and more extravagant, upon the Birth 
of a Daughter by his Wife Cæſonia. Cains was 
ſo rejoiced to ſee himſelf a Father, that he could 
not help ſhewing it by the moſt ridiculous Whim- 
ſies. Among the reſt, he made a ſolemn Decla- 
ration, that he was Husband to Ceſonia, and Fa- 
ther to the young Princeſs. She was named Ju- 
nia Drufilla, and her Mother was honour'd with the 
Title of Auguſta. f He exacted New-Years Gifts 
from the People upon this Occaſion, and ſordidly 
receiv d the Money brought in from all Quarters 
toward the Maintenance of this Princeſs. He 
caus d her to be carry'd to the Temple of all the 
Goddeſſes; where being laid in Minerva's Arms, 
he recommended to her the Education of his 
Daughter, proteſting aloud that Jupiter and him- 


() Et furere incipias, ut avunculus ille Neronis, 
Cui totam tremuli frontem Ceſonia pulli 
Infudit.— juvenal. Sat. 5. 


t Foſeph: 
ueton. 
Dio. 


ſelf 


—— —————————————— — — 
. 


me. CaS0k I} | 
ſelf were Drufilla's Fathers, and that he left it 


to impartial Judges to decide, from which of the L 
Two the derived the nobleft Origine. No body l 
doubted at the ſame time, but Caligula was the , 

* natural Author of her Being. The Inftin& of 1 
Cruelty, which immediately ſhew'd itſelf in that Y 

Child, was a ſufficient Proof of it, and well juſti- 1 

fy'd the Truth of what the Emperor had decla- - 

red as to his being her Father. Never was a leſs - 
promiſing Infancy known. She was obſerv'd to 1 

have a prodigious deal of Malice; and her Na- | 

ture ſeem'd ſo prone to Cruelty, that it was dan- b 

erous to leave young Children in her Company, 1 © 

5 3 ſne delighted in ſcratching them, or ah 
thruſting her Fingers into their Eyes, or doing 0 
them ſome other Miſchief. | g 

As Caligula was known to be capricious in his ; 

- Love, which generally went off as eaſily as it mM 
came on; every one expected, that his Affection n 

for Czſonia would ſoon give place to ſome other | 


Paſſion, and that he would turn her away, as he | 
| had his former Wives: But he conftantly ad- * 


hered to her; inſomuch that this fix d Love made C 
People imagine ſhe gave him ſome Philter. Be U 
that as it will, Caius was always ſo fond of her, 0 
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that he. could not live, if ſhe was not with him. 8 

Fus, He even gave her Liberty to diſpoſe of the 
Sat. 6. Spoils which Galba had taken from the German MW at 
in the Gauls, as ſhe pleas d. He would often WM 
talk of the Violence of his Paſſion, by way of 


E _——_—_ 


admiring it was ſo great ; and ſometimes in his * 
Tranſports would proteſt, he could find in his * 
heart to put Cæſonia to the Rack, to know the ch 


Reaſon of his unaccountable Fondneſs of her. 
If this furious Paſſion of Caius for Caſonia 4 
made Men ſuſpect all was not right with him, ö 
they thought he had quite bid Adieu to his Senſes, a 
when he afterward committed the moſt extrava- 1 
gant Follies, and ſuch as could hardly be believ'd . 


* 


ä er ney tied oe GE; Iron wane _ 
* 3 


upon 
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upon the Credit of the Hiſtorians who relate 


them, were it not certain that Man is capable of 


any thing of this fort, when God abandons him, 


and leaves him to. himſelf. For, not content 
with being above the reſt of Mankind, he could 


not bear that any thing ſhould be above him; 
and inſolently ſet himſelf up for a God, at the 
ſame time that he was guilty of Actions which 
ſavour'd more of the Beaſt than the Man. This 
Extravagance ſurpaſs d all the reſt, and put him 
beſide himſelf in good earneſt. He would be 
rank'd among the Deities ; and the Romans were 
required to proſtrate themſelves before him, and 


to worſhip him with Divine Honours. Nor did 


he meet with much Difficulty in gaining his Point 


from a People grown prodigal of ſuch are, 
— 


and full as much addicted to Flattery, as 
Emperor was to Vanity. He would often place 
himſelf in the Temples, between the Statues of 


Caſtor and Pollux, and there receive the Adoration 
of the Multitude, who crowded to pay it to him, 


with as much Eagerneſs as to the Images of the 
Gods: Rank Impiety ! that reflected no leſs Diſ- 
honour upon the infamous Courtiers who did it, 
than upon the Prince who exacted it from them. 
Sometimes he would appear with the Ornaments 
attributed to the Gods in Fable; as, for Inſtance, 
with Wings at his Heels, and the Caduceus in his 
Hand, like Mercury: At other times, he would 
wear a Crown of Rays upon his Head, in Imi- 
tation of Apollo; . again you ſhould ſee him 


ſtalking with his Sword and Buckler, to mitick 
the God Mars. He very often affected to talk 
to the Statue of Jupiter; after which he would 
turn his Ear and liſten to it, to perſuade thoſe 
about him, that that God convers'd with him, 
and conſequently that the Gods themſelves ac- 


His 


xnowledg'd him to be _ of them. 
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His ſenſleſs Pride created in him a violent 
Inclination to have his Statue placed in the 
Temple of Jeruſalem; fancying the ſame would 
very much contribute to his Deification: And 
as he knew that the Jeus did not admitt Images 
into their Temples, he firſt try'd the Utmoſt of his 
Artifice, and afterward exerted the Force of his 
Authority; both to no purpoſe. He conſtantly 
met with a Reſiſtance from the Jews, which their 
Zeal for Religion render'd obftinate ; and thus 
they could never be brought to conſent to an 
Innovation ſo monſtrous, and ſo oppoſite to their 
Law. This Diſappointment did not however 
leſſen the Imagination of his pretended Divini- 
ty: Still perſiſting in that Height of Folly, he 
calld Jupiter his Brother, invited the Moon at 
her Full to come and he with him, and would 
fain have perſuaded People ſhe was his Wife. 
He would ſometimes be threatning Jupiter, and 
ſay to him, Kill me, or 1 kill. thee. | In a word, 
looking upon himſelf entirely as a God, he caus'd 
a Temple to be erected to him, wherein the choiceſt 
Birds were offer'd him in Sacrifice. Prieſts were 
inſtituted on purpoſe for this Service; and among 
them Cæſonia was conſecrated a Priefteſs. | Nay, 
he would augment. the Number himſelf, and, out 
of one of the. merry Conceits in Nature, or- 
der d his Favourite Horſe Inacitatus to be conſe- 
crated a Prieſt: Fit Pontiff for ſuch a Deity | 
But this was not the only Honour he did him: 
He gave him many a formal Invitation to Supper, 
and treated him with Barley gilt with Gold. He 
furniſh'd him a Houſe in the richeſt manner, and 
appointed a Number of Servants to wait upon 
him, that he might give the Gueſts ſent by the 
Emperor to banquet with him, a magnificent Re- 
ception ; and, to the end that his Incitatus might 
pas thro all the Degrees of Honour, he deſign d 
"16 7 | | 4 0 
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to make him a Conſul; degrading by that Con- 


tempt the moſt ſublime Dignity of the Empire! 


He carry'd his Cruelty thoſe barbarous and 


exceſſive Lengths, that Tiberius, compared with 
him, might paſs for a mild and clement Prince. 
After he had put Macro and his Wife Enma to 
Death, who had been of ſo great Service in pro- 
curing him the Empire, he ſacrificed to his bleood<- 
thirſty Spirit Sianus, whoſe Daughter he had mar- 
ry'd in Tiberius's Reign; and had the unparal- 
lel'd Inhumanity to be his Father-in-Law's Exe- 
cutioner. He made Fathers attend the Tortures 
of their Children, and would not ſo much as 
allow them to ſhut their Eyes againſt ſo piercing 
and dolorous a Sight; as much as to ſay, he would 
make Nature herſelf tremble: And one of theſe 
miſerable Parents, whom he required to aſſiff at 


his Son's Execution, begging to be excuſed upon 


the Account of an Indiſpoſition, he had the Cru- 
elty to ſend him a Litter. | Fr 

The Majeſty of Kings was but a poor Safeguard: 
againſt Calignla's mercileſs Fury: Ptolemy, Son of 
King () Juba, who was Couſin- German to Caius's 
Father Germanicus, to the Colour of his Purple 
added that of his Blood, which this Emperor 
ſpilt, by a Murder as cruel as it was un juſt: 
And Mithri dates, King of Armenia, was acegunted! 
very happy, that Caligula had the Moderation 
only to ſend him into Baniſnment. All his Exiles 
faw an End of their Pain in that of their Lives; 
for Caius having ask'd one of thoſe he recall'd 
in the beginning of his Reign, how he employ'd 
himſelf in his Exile, and the other imprudently 
anſwering him, that he conſtantly made it his 


Petition to the Gods, that he might be ſo happy, 


as to ſee an End of Tiberius's' Reign „ and Cali- 
(% Fuba, by Auguſtus's by whom he had this Ptolemy 

Order, marry” Cleopatra | put to Death by the Emperor 

Daughter to Mark Anthony; ) -Caliguta. © 72 * 
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gula advanced to the Throne; he brutifhly con- 


cCeeiv d a Notion, that the Perſons he had baniih'd, 


undoubtedly put up the ſame Petition, and with'd 
his Death ; and upon this extravagant Notion, he 
caus'd them all to be maſſacred. 'The Philoſo- 
pher Canius, for daring to ſpeak with Freedom 
to the Emperor, was order'd to prepare himſelf 
for Death: Caligula, who never retracted ſuch 
Orders, deliver'd this himſelf ; and the Centuri- 
on, who went to take him and lead him to Exe- 
cution, found him playing at 'Tables with a Tran- 
uillity of Mind becoming his Profeſſion, and 
fach as would merit the higheſt Encomium, had 
it a better Cauſe for its Objeg. | 
Mere I to undertake the Enumeration of all his 
Cruelties, I ſhould never have done: They fill'd 
every Corner of the City with Murders; which, 
tho they were monſtrous in their Kind, infinite 
in their Number, and perpetual in their Dura- 
tion, could not yet appeaſe his brutal Rage ; but 
he would often ſay, he wiſh'd the Roman People had 
but one Head ; meaning, no doubt, that he would 
give himſelf the ſavage Pleaſure of cutting it off 
at a Blow. Neither will I mention his ſhameful 
Obſcenity, and his deteſtable Lewdneſs, which it 
were a Shame to read. Leſs could not however 
be 1 from a Prince who brought ſuch a 
fatal Inclination to Vice into the World with 
him, and 3 to the Throne a Youth ſully'd 
with ten thoufand Debauches. Suffice it to re- 
mark, that a Government ſo hateful, and exer- 
eiſed with ſo much Inſolence, gave Occaſion to 
ſome Malecontents to caball; who in the end 
reſolv d to exterminate that Monſter, forſaken of 
the Gods to whom he had impiouſly made him- 
ſelf equal, and deteſted of Men whom he uſed 
like a Tyrant. Several Conſpiracies were form'd 
againſt him, which being either too forward, or 
ill digeſted, were diſcover d, and coſt the * 
Wg Ts their 
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their Lives: But Caſſius Cherca and Cornelius Sa- ; 
binus carry'd theirs on with ſo much Secrecy 
and Addreſs, that Caligula receiv'd from their 
Hands the Puniſhment due to his Folly, his In- 
humanity, and his Libertiniſm. 

The News of his Aſſaſſination met with a 
general Joy at Rome. Their only Fear was, it 
ſhould not prove true. To know the Certainty 
of it, Lupus the Centurion haſten d to the Palace, 
where he found Czſoria and her Daughter Dru- 
filla mourning over the Emperor's Corpſe. Cæ- 
ſonia mixt her Tears with Plenty of Sighs, and 
greatly bewail'd the Fate of her Husband, who 
would not (ſhe compain'd) be ruled by her, or 


gentle Reign ſucceed his Cruelties irrecoverabl 
paſt. Others on the contrary fancy d, f that + Syeton: 
ſhe had warn'd Caligula of the Deſign againſt his in Calig- 
Life; and that there was no way left to ſecure 
himſelf, but by being before-hand with the Con- 
ſpirators. Be that as it will, $ Lupus no ſooner $ Dio, 
appear'd, than Cæſonia, all drown'd in Tears, . 59. 
conjured him to draw near and aſſiſt her in pay- 
ing the laſt Duties to her Lord's mangled Body, 
which Humanity call'd for. But the Empreſs 
ſoon underſtood, that Lupus was come upon a 
uite different Errand. Immediately altering 
hier Tone therefore, and aſſuming the boldefi 
and moſt reſolute Countenance, ſhe undauntedly 
met her Fate, and begg'd the Centurion to be 
expeditious in depriving her of a Life that was 
already grown a Burden to her. Lupus, who 
doubtleſs went for that very purpoſe, did not 
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make her languiſh , but diſpatch'd her with his 
Sword; and then taking the young Princeſs, he 


+ daſhd her Brains againſt the Wall, with a Bar- 


barity ſuitable to his Name. 


. ne 


VaLERIA MESSALING, 
CONSORT. 
LR one 

CLAUDIUS CASAR. 


HERE are Vices, as well as Ver- 
a - tues, which one would think Here- 
ditary in Families. The bad Exam- 
ples of Parents have ſometimes a 
n fort of Contagion, which communi- 
cates itſelf to their Children; according to what 
was rightly ſaid by a Lady whoſe Works are 
admired for their Wit, That when the Mo- 
* ther is a Coquet, the Daughters rarely make 
* good Nuns.” Valeria Meſſalina is an unhappy 
Inftance of the Truth of this Maxim. Sprung 


from a Mother void of Diſcretion , ſhe took 


after her, as we ſay, and even went beyond her 
in the Feats of Lewdneſs. Her Life was one 
continu'd Series of Vice; and ſhe wanton'd in 
the moſt crying and ſhameful Enormities. Her 
Proſtitutions were the moſt ſcandalous, her Paſ- 
ſions the moſt unruly, and her Crimes the moſt 


publick and deteftable. With her the moſt bru- 


tal Pleaſures had always the ſtrongeſt Attractives; 


with her the moſt ſhocking Immodeſty had irre- 
„ ſiſtible 
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ſiſtible Charms. Vertue was the only Object 
The view'd with Horrour and Afright ; and her 
Reputation made the leaſt Part of her Solicitude. 
Unmindful of her Birth, her Dignity, the Modeſty 
natural to her Sex, and the Fidelity ſhe ow'd to 
her Husband and her Emperor; ſne gave a Looſe 


to her Paſſions, without ſo much as the Check 


of Regard to Decency, without Dread of the 
miſerable Fate of thoſe” Wretches whoſe Exam- 
ples ſhe follow'd, and without Fear of the Laſhes 
of Peoples Tongues, or of Claudius's Anger, 
Never ſurely were ſuch Madneſs and Folly 
equal'd. e 8 EY 


She was Daughter to Valerius Meſſala Barbatus, 


and to Lepida, who was accuſed of Magick and 
Incontinence, and particularly of an inceſtuoys 
Commerce with her Brother Domitius AEnobarkus, 
From this impure Fountain flow'd that yet im- 
purer Stream. She was marry'd to her Couſin 
Claudius, after he had already had four Wives: 
Amilia Lepida , whom he divorced without ever 
cohabiting with her; Livia Medullina, who died 
the very day appointed for their Nuptials ; Plan- 
tina, by whom he had a Son Draſus, who a day 
or two after he had fign'd Marriage-Articles 
with Sejauus s Daughter, accidentally ſtrangled 
himſelf by catching in his Mouth a Pear he had 


toſs d up, which fell ſo far down his Throat, that 


it could not be got up again; and a Daughter 


named Claudia, whom he order'd to be laid quite 


naked at her Mother's Door, ſuſpe&ing (and *tis 


fear d, upon good ground) that ſhe was not his 


Child; for which Reaſon he divorced Plantina, 
and marry'd Zia Petina by whom lie had Anto- 
nia; and afterward. repudiated her alſo, to marry 
his Coufin-German Mieſſalina, who had abundance 
leſs Diſcretion" than any of the former. He was 
but a Private Perſon. when he marry'd this Lady, 
by whom he had a Daughter Octavia, afterward 
E „ n. 
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Nero's Wife, and a Son named Britannicus, who 
was born twenty Days after his Father came to 
the Throne. 19 
Meſſalina was framed by Nature with ſuch a 
violent Inclination to Gallantry, that it was im- 
offible for her to contain herſelf within the Law- 
ful Bounds of Matrimony, too narrow for a 
Heart ſcorch'd with a thouſand Flames. She 
had Beauty and Intereſt enough to attract Ad- 
mirers, and too little Vertue to let them long 
ſuffer ; and thus we ſhall ſee with what a Series of 
Crimes her Hiſtory is blacken'd. For, Inconti- 
nence was not her only Failing : She was Cruel 
without Mercy, and Covetous without Meaſure. 
So that her Advancement was equally fatal -to 
Perſons who were chaſte or rich. The Depra- 
vation of her Heart, or rather the Corruption 
of her Narure, incited her Luft ; while the 5 
of Money and of large Poſſeſſions ſet her Cru- 
elty to work againſt the unhappy Owners of 
them: And thus were Lewdneſs and Avarice 
the two' grand Poles, upon which the Sphere of 
all Meſſalina's Thoughts and Actions turn'd. 
Unhappy Fate! for an Empire to be govern'd 
by a Woman who conſults nothing but her Paſ- 
ſions, the Violence whereof meeting with no Op- 
poſition, ſpreads itſelf indifferently upon all ſuch, 
as her Caprice puts her upon tormenting, and 
ſeizes the firſt Object that preſents itſelf, to 
furniſh Matter for her Crimes. For this Em- 
preſs had not carry'd either her Luft or her Cru- 
elty to thoſe ſhameful- Exceſſes, had ſhe met with 
Reſiſtance in the beginning, ſufficient to check 
her Progreſs : But Impunity for old Crimes en- 
gaged her in the Commiſſion of new. So true 
It is, that nothing is too hard for Triumphant 
Vice to enterprize. | as 
laudius, to whom a tumultuous Crowd of 
Soldiers abruptly gave the Empire, at the very 


* 
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Time when, frightned out of his Senſes at the 
Sight of that confuſed Multitude, he thought 
they came to take away his Life, was a ſtupid and 
in judicious Prince, too ſhort-ſighted to ſee thro 
his Wife's Conduct, and too timorous to puniſh 
the Crimes ſhe committed. Being careleſs and 
indolent, he entirely abandon'd himſelf to the 
"Pleaſures of the (a) Table and Play, and never 
regarded his Domeſtick Affairs, tor thoſe of the 
hrs which were too great a Burden for him 
to bear, and were therefore thrown upon tis 
Freemen; ſelfifh and artful Courtiers, who go- 


vern' d him as they ex and having not fo i 


much their Maſter's Glory, as their own Intereſt 
in View, made him do juſt what they would 
have him; ſo that we may aſſert with Truth, 
that Claudius was leſs their Sovereign than their 
Ive: | 
£ (4) The Pleaſures of the] and all their Eyes were fixt 
Table were the Emperor Clau- upon that Villain, who, wis 
dius's chief Delight. He made{more mortify'd by this Pro- 
ſumptuous Entertainments al- |ceeding, than if he had been 
moſt every day, to which hel to under{o a Cor oral Punifh- 
inyned abundance of Compa-{ment, It was fard of this V+ 
ny. There were frequently |nizs, that he plunder'd the 
no leſs than 600 Perſons di- Provinces with the Power of 
ning with him. *Tisreported, [a Tyrant, and the Indifference 
that Titus Vinius, who was ot [of a Foreigner. Suetonius lays, 
a PretorianFamily, being one Claullius took ſuch Delight in 
day invited by the Emperor ſitting a long while at Table, 
to Dinner, took Occaſion to ſthat to prevent any of the 
ſeal a Gold Cup from the Company's being incommoded 
Buffet. Claudius hearing of by the Conſtraint which the 
it, reſolv'd to puniſh Vinius Emperor's Preſence muſt ne- 
for his Temerity; and for ceſſarily lay upon them, he had 
that purpoſe invited him to reſolv'd to publiſh a Procla- 
inner again the next day, mat ion allowing People to 
with the ſame Company he had [fart at Table: For: he was 
the day before ; and gave Or- told, that a certain Gentleman, 
ders that Vinius ſhould be whom he had one day kept a 
ſerv'd in nothing but Earthen long while at Dinner, was 
are. This ignominious Di. |very much diſorder'd, by pen- 
tin ction was obſery'd by all I ning up the Wind which he 
the Company, who were in- dur not let fly in his Majeſty's 
form'd of Vinius's Theft: Preſence, | 
They ſet up a great Laugh; } 


This 


* 
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This ſtupid Indolence of the Emperor we are . 
treating of, was the principal Cauſe of all Meſſa. | 
lina's Diſorders. Hence all thoſe hateful Pro* | 
ſtitutions and ſavage Cruelties, which made the 
Rich and the Vertuous tremble. At firſt ſhe 
kept Meaſures for a while, indulging herſelf only Ws 
in the Commiſſion of ſmall Crimes, and that in 
Secret and with Caution: But meeting with no 
Oppoſition to her inordinate Defires, and per- 
ceiving that ſhe. might boldly proceed to do 
whar ſhe would, ſhe at once bid Adieu to Shame 
and Conftraint, abandon'd herſelf without Reſerve 
to the Gratification of her Senſes, and by de- _ 
grees contracted a Familiarity with Sin; and this | | 
fatal Habit fortifying her Mind againſt all thoſe 4] 
Reaſons that ſhould reclaim her to her Duty, | | 
ſhe committed the vileſt Diſorders, and carry'd 
them to that Exceſs, that the very Hiftorians * Tacit. 
who mention them, agree that Poſterity would > E 
hardly believe themen. 0 
She commenced her Tyranny by the Murder cap. 22. 
of the Princeſs Julia, Daughter to Germanicu sn, 
and Wife of Marcus Vinicius. This Lady f had 1 Sven. 
been haniſn d to the Iſland of Pontia, together“ Calis. 
with her Siſter Agrippina, by Order of their 
Brother Caligula, who firſt deprived them of their 
Honour, and afterward of their Liberty. Their 
Uncle Claudius, pitying their Misfortune, recall'd 
them from their Exile, and reſtored them to their 
Eftates, and to all the Splendor of their former 
Station. Theſe | illuſtrious Exiles appear d at 
Court, and held the Rank due to their Birth, 
which they graced with their Beauty and their 
Merit. 'The Emperor had a particular Kindnefs 
for Julia ; he took Pleaſure in being alone with 
her; and it was obſerv'd, that they frequently 
had long Converſations together. Maſſalina took 
this Complaiſance to proceed from her Husband's 
real Affection, and was in a terrible Fright about 
| | It, 


f 8 * 8 E » 
— * — a — 
ä — — — ——— —2— ꝓ½ę z —— ao 


Dio, 
lib. 60. 


+ Sueton. 
in Claud. 


156 


MESSALI NA, 


it. & Claudius was weak, and apt to change his 
Mind: Julia was handſome, and perhaps ambi- 
tious withall; and ſhe had Charms enow to tempt 
that Prince to marry her. This was what Meſſs 
lina dreaded, who conſequently look'd upon Ju- 


lia as her Rival. 


But there was another Reaſon yet, why the 


Empreſs did not like her. Sprung from the 


Blood of the Cæſar s, Julia brought into the 
World with her a noble Spirit, which could ne- 


ver ſtoop to thoſe mean and unworthy Compli- 
ances the Empreſs expected from her, nor pi 


her that cringing Reſpect and thoſe fawning 


voirs, which were the ordinary Steps to her Fa- 
vour, but were to that Princeſs a Policy too vile 


and | nauſeous. Theſe were her real Crimes. 
Others were indeed laid to her Charge ; but it 
was impoſſible to prove them; tho Julia was 
again ſent into Exile for them, where ſoon after 
her Life was made a Sacrifice to Meſalina's 
Jealouſy. //- i 1 46 
Seneca had ſome Share in her Diſgrace. + He 
was accuſed of not having always comported 
himſelf like a grave Philoſopher in Julia's Com- 
pany ; and hereupon he was baniſh'd by Claudiu 
to the Iſland of (b) Corfica. - || Seneca, as much a 


() Claudius made Choice Monſieur de Crequi, the French 
of Corſica for the Place of Se- Ambaſſador at Rome in 1662. 
neca's Exile, to incommode] For ſome Foreigners who were 
him as much as poſſible; that} not of that Ford's Family, 
Illand lying waſte, almoſt un- having quarrel'd with ſome 
peopled, and difficult of Ac-] Corſican Soldiers in the 5. 75 
ceſs; and the whole Country | Service, who were as Bailiff 
conſiſting of nothing hardly | Followers to the Shiry;, or Ser- 


beſide Mountains and Preci- 
pices. Strabo ſays, the Inha- 

itants of Corſica were in his 
Time brutiſh,knaviſh, thieviſh 
and inſolent: And they ſeem 
ſtill to retain their ancient 


| Barbarity. They gave a re- 


markable Inſtance of it in the 
horrid Attempt they made upon 


. - 
* 
* 


geants at Rome; and one ot 
that Iſland being wounded in 
the Scuffle; thoſe of his Na- 
tion aſſembled, and being con- 
ducted by their Officers to the 
Ambaſſador's Palace, they in- 
veſted it, and fired their Pieces 
at his Men, at his Lady's Coach, 
and even at the Perſon of the 


© © Stoick 


„ QA. o © 


„ Ad 
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Stoick as he was, could not help the Weight of 


his Shame and Exile from ſinking to the very 
Bottom of his Soul. 


the keeneſt Satyr and bittereſt InveRive againſt 
that Emperor, when Death had put it out of his 
Power to do him any farther Prejudice. Agrip- 
pina alſo had very like to have ſhared her Siſter's 
Fate. Meſſalina conſider d her Beauty and Me- 
rit in ſuch a Light, that ſhe determin'd within 


herſelf to extinguiſh both with her Blood. But 


the Death of Druſus's Daughter ſeeming 1 
Importance, ſhe turn'd the Face of her Tyranny 


It produced in him a So- 
vereign Ulcer, which empty'd itſelf afterward in 


that way. This Princeſs's Name was Julia too, Sueton. 


and ſhe was likewiſe Claudius Niece; 
had the Misfortune not to 


but ſhe i* Cleud: 
: io, J. 60. 
leaſe Meſſalinn; and Taeit. 


that was a Crime worthy of Death. It was this Annal. 13. 


Julia, who had contracted ſuch an intimate Friend- 
ſhip with Pomponia Gracina, Wife to Plautius, that 
when the latter ſaw how cruelly the other was 
treated, ſhe conceived a\Grief which laſted her 
Life-time. She ſpent forty long Years in Weep- 
ing and Sorrow, indulging her Melancholy in So- 
litude, and baniſhing all Pleaſures and Diverſions, 
were they never ſo innocent. Pomponia was a 
Lady of admirable Merit: Her Condu& was 


always ſo regular, that a f Church-Annalift con-, 


Ambaſſador himſelf, 


near all his Miniſters to pay due Ner- 3. 


whom they kill'd a Page, and 
wounded a Footman : An In- 
ſulr for which the King ſoon 
receiv'd ample Satisfaction. 
For beſide that in purſuance 
of the Treaty of Piſa, occaſi- 
on'd by this. Difference, Car- 
dinal Chigj was ſent to France 
with the Character of Legate, 
to declare the Pope's Concern 
at what had happen'd, Cardi- 
nal Impëriali was obliged to 
go and excuſe the Matter to 
the King, his Holineſs order'd 


Reſpe& to his Majeſty's Am- 
baſſador; and the Iſlanders of 
Corſica were declared uncapa- 
ble of ſerving in the Eccleh- 
aſtical State. Moreovera Py- 
ramid was erected in one of 
the Squares at Rome, with an 
Inſcription, containing the 
Subſtance of the Decree againſt 
the Corſicans ; as a Monument 
of their Savage Nature, and a 
Warning againſt future Inſult 
e any of the King's Mini- 
ers. 


jectures 
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jectures ſhe muſt have embraced the Chriftian 
Religion, which the Apoſtles S. Peter and S. Pay} 


had already preach'd at Rome. In ſhort, Pompo- 


nia was charged with adhering to ſtrange Superſti- 
tions; and this was the very Term they gave to 


the Religion of the Chriſtians. As her Belief 


eoncern'd her Husband more than any body elſe, 


the was referr'd to Plautius to be examin'd. All 


their Relations met; and Plautius cited his Wife 


before this Domeſtick Tribunal. The Tryal was 
managed according to the ancient Laws; and 
Pomponia having juſtify d herſelf to Plautins's $4 


tisfaction, was declared Innocent. 
Meſſalina — her Jealouſy by the 
who had excited it, now thought 

of nothing but gratifying her laſcivious Inelina- 


tions. She made thoſe who had Vertue enough 


to withſtand her vile Solicitations, experience 
the Fierceneſs of her Cruelty ; it was a Crime 
of State not to eommitt one with her; and Death 
was the Price of their Reſiſtance. Appius Sile- 
nus ſtood forward in the Liſt of theſe Sufferers; 
his Vertue having coſt him his Life. Claudiu, 
had obliged him to marry his Mother-in-Law 


Domitia Lepida; and honour'd him with a par- 


ticular Friendſhip and Eſteem: And certainly, it 
wilt be allow'd, that he was worthy of them, whe- 


ther Regard be had to his high Birth, or to his 
Perſonal Merit, which had procured him the 


Honour of marrying for his firſt Wife AÆmilic 


TLepida, Grand- Daughter to Auguſtus. Slanus, 


belov'd by all the City, had the Misfortune to 
pleaſe Meſſalina; and that Princeſs minding no- 


thing but the Purſuit of her Deſires, declared to 


her Father-in-Law, Sentiments which he could 
not but abhorr and deteſt. ties 

'. That Senator, who was remarkable for his Pro- 
bity, repreſented: to her, that beſide * his being a 
Subject, he had the Honour to be as df 
CG #53 / te 
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ted to her; and could not therefore have the cri- 
minal Complaiſance to give into her unaccountas: 
ble Propoſition. But this Reaſon was not ſuffici- 
ent to put Meſſalina beſide her Purpoſe. The 
moſt powerful Motives loſe their Strength, when 
they are to force Nature, as we term it, and 

oppoſe the Violence of Temper. The Empreſs, 
whoſe ardent Deſires were only inflamed by the 
Difficulties ſhe met with to. gratity them, redou- 
bled her Attacks, and Silanus his Reſiſtance. He 
was in fine Victorious, and Meſſalina had the 
Confuſion of employing to no purpoſe Threats 
and Promiſes alternatively to corrupt him. Fhere 
needed no more, to excite the Rage of that Prin- 
ceſs. She could not ſee herſelf thus diſappointed 
of her Pleaſure, without conceiving an impla- 

cable Hatred. She ſwore Silanus s Ruin, and to 
revenge by his Death the ſcandalous Steps ſhe 

had taken without Succeſs. She would not, how- 
ever, expoſe herſelf, by appearing in this Affair; 
but put her Revenge into the Hands of Narciſſus, 
who was entirely devoted to her, and never was 
at a Loſs to make his Treachery ſucceed. | 

This Free-Man, grown powerful by the im- 

menſe Riches he had amaſs d together by Theft and 
Rapine, and by making himfelf the Rich Mens 
Scourge, both at Rome and in the Provinces; eaſi- 
ly gave into Meſſalina's Propoſitiog to ruin Sila- 
nus, whoſe Vertue was Proof againſt her bold ; 
Attacks: And becauſe it would be to little pur- | 11 
poſe to impeach him of a Crime they could not | 
make out, he had recourſe to Artie and Ca- 5 
lumny. Very early one Morning he enters the | 
Emperor's Chamber ; where affecting the moſt 
ſorrowful Countenance ; and ſighing for a while as 
if his Heart would break, to heighten the Dan- | 
ger he was going to relate, he at laſt told Clau- 
dius, he had feen the Traitor Silanus, in a Dream, 

ſtrike a. Dagger into, the Breaſt of his Prince. 


Hearing | 
| 


— 
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Hearing this concerted Story, Meſſalina coun- 


terfeited a Perſon diſtradted, and proteſted that 
ſhe alſo had lately dreamt ſeveral ſuch Dreams, 
Claudius, a Man of none of the deepeſt Pene- 
tration, was taken in the Snare they had laid 


for him. He was immediately ftruck with a ter- 


Tible Fright; and his Alarm ſeem'd to him the 


more reaſonable, in regard he took it to be well 


grounded , upon a falſe Imagination of certain 


and eminent Danger; for at the very Inſtant 


that Meſalina and Narciſſus were acting this Scene, 


Word was brought the Emperor, that Silanus 


was at the Door, and craved Admittance. He was 
really there; for they had uſed a Stratagem e- 


qually ſnrewd and villanous, by ſending to him 
over Night, that he muſt be at Court early the 


next Morning; which they knew he would not 
fail to comply with, upon Notice given. Clau- 
dius, already ſcared at what Narciſſz: 

lina had been telling him, no ſooner heard Sila- 
nus was at his Door, but he concluded that he 
came to execute the traiterous Part of their 
Dreams; and Fear having deprived him of the 


Power to ſift to the bottom of this Affair, and 


examine whether the Senator was guilty or not, 


he order'd him to be kill'd upon the Spot. That 


unthinking Emperor fancy'd his Safety was now 


wrapt up in Narciſſus. He return'd him a great 


many Thanks, that ſleeping, as well as waking, 


he had been watchful of his Preſervation ;_ and 


had the Stupidity to go. and make a tedious Re- 


cital of what had paſs'd to the Senate. 
Silanus's Murder was a ſad Example to att the 


wealthy Citizens of Rome, to inſtruct them that 


their Lives could not be ſecure for a Moment, 


during the Reign of that Shadow of an Empe- 


ror, who was a mere Tool in the Hands of Meſ- 


ſalina and his Free-Men, to execute their Cru- 
elty: And the Misfortunes of their Friends gave 


them 


us and Meſſa- 


them ſufficiently to underſtand what they were to 
truſt to. But in order to prevent this, they re- 
ſolv'd to diſpoſſeſs Claudius of the Throne he ſo 
unworthily fill'd. A Conſpiracy was form'd, where- 
in a great Number of Senators and Knights en- 
gaged themſelves; and to give it the better Face, 


they put at their Head Furius Camillus Serilos + Tie, 
nianus, Governor of Dalmatia, and Maſter of a Annal. 12. 


conſiderable Army; who being intoxicated with 
Vanity and Ambition, raſnly carry'd his Views 


to the Empire itſelf, and permitted his Aſſociates 


to ſalute him by the Name of Emperor. The 
Greatneſs of this exalted Dignity ſo dazzled his 
Eyes, he could not ſee that of the Danger to 
which he expoſed himſelf. * 7 4 

This hazardous Enterprize was conducted with 
more Precipitation than Prudence; and thus it 


fail'd of taking its Effect. f Camillus and his Friends + D, 
knowing Claudius to be a weak and timorous ib. 60. 
Prince, thought it ſufficient to write him a Letter. ο’. 


full of Taunts and Threats, inſolently commands „ 


ing him to reſign the Empire, which he was not 
capable of governing, and to return to a Pri- 
vate Station of Life. This ill judg'd Deſign proved 
fatal not only to the Authors of it, but to the 
whole City; and Camillus s Joy was as ſhort-lived 
as Claudius's Fright. For while' that Prince, who. 
at firſt Sight fancy d himſelf undone, was deli- 


berating with the principal Senators, whether he 


ſhould obey Camillus, or not; in comes a Meſ- 
ſenger with Advice, that the Conſpiracy was va- 
niſh'd of itſelf; the Soldiers having, out of a Prin- 
ciple of Religion, refuſed to obey their General, 
becauſe when the Legions, who had actually taken 
an Oath of Fidelity to this new Emperor, were or- 


der d to march tohim, it was impoſlible to take up 
the Colours which had been fix d into the Ground. 


This Accident filbd their Heads with Superſtition. 


They concluded that Shy Gods would not con- Tacie. 


ſent 
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ſent to their recognizing Camillus's uſurp'd Au- 
thority; and in this Perſuaſion they abandon'd 
that rebellious Senator, who thereupon betook 
himſelf to Flight, and got into an Ifland, where 
he was kill d in the Arms of his Wife Junia; 
expiating his Temerity by a violent Death. A 
Leſſon for the Ambitious Man, in whoſe Mind 
Reaſon ought to efface that falſe Image of Gran- 
deur, which his Vanity has form'd, and remind 
him that an unhappy End 1s the ordinary Fate 
of thoſe, whoſe 1 Temper has put them 
upon reſiſting Lawful Authority. | 
Mean time, diligent Search was made for the 
Perſons concern'd with Camillus in the Conſpi- 
racy; which ſerv'd Meſſalina and Narciſſus as a 
laufible Pretence to ſlake their Thirſt both of 
Blood and Gold: For under Cover of Zeal for 
Claudius, they fill'd Rome with Ruin and Murders 
and Funerals. Never yet had the City groan d 
| under ſo cruel a Scourge ! Riches became fatal 
= do their Owners. Informers were not wanting, 
l who accuſed them of Crimes againft the State; 
for which all they had was forfeited, and very 


"A | often their Lives to boot. Innocence was but 
= a poor Defence - againſt Falſhood and Artifice. 
| Under pretence of thing Camillus's Aſſociates, 
great Numbers of Perſons were put to Death, 
who had no other Crime, than that of being 
wealthy; for *tis certain, that moſt of theſe un- 
happy Victims to the Empreſs's Fury and Co- 
vetouſneſs, were rather facrificed to her inſati- 
able Avarice, than Sufferers for any Guilt of their 
own contracting. Nothing was to be heard, but 
cruel Torture and ſanguinary Executions. Po- 
verty was the only Shelter againſt this Storm: 
And thus were the beſt Families in Rome redu- | 
ced to Want and Miſery ; for, to eſcape the 
Cruelty of Maſſalina and Narciſſus, they found it 
-.. = neceſfary to feed their Avarice ; which was a Fire 
11121 not 
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not to be extinguiſh'd but by a Shower of Gold. 
Nothing was more common, than to ſee Roman  * 
Knights, and even Senators, whoſe Dignity ufed __ . 
to command Reſpe&, put upon the Rack: And Dios 
in ſhort, they were reduced to ſuch a State of” 
| Miſery, that ſeveral choſe rather to die by their 
own Hands, than to linger out a Life of Fear 
and Anxiety. Cæcinna Pætus took this Reſolution, 
encouraged thereto by the Example of his Wife 
Arria, who rowzed the drooping Courage of her 
Husband, by ſtabbing herſeH before his Face, 
with a Firmneſs of Mind which ſtill makes a 
great Noiſe in (c) Hiſtory. * 

Meſſalina, e more inſolent than ever upon 

the Defeat of this Conſpiracy, and the deluding 

Succeſs of her Crimes, carry'd her Lewdneſs to 

the higheſt Pitch; gratify'd without Remorſe all 
the Appetites of her unbridled Luſt; and aban- 9 
don'd herſelf to the largeſt Exceſſes in Debau- | 
chery. Intoxicated with her Power, which in- 0 
deed aw'd the whole World, ſhe imagined that 

all ought to concede to her furious Deſires. The 

leaſt Reſiſtance incurr'd her Anger; and thus 
ſwell'd up the long Catalogue of Adulterers. 
Proculus, Urbicus, Trogus, Calpurnianus Captain of 


„ the Watch, Rufus, Virgilianus the Senator, Mon- 
5 (e) Cæcinna Pætus had been Life. And when ſhe found 
4 honour'd' with the Conſulate; her Husband wanted Courage 
i but being engaged in Scribo- to deprive himſelf of what be 

nianus's Conſpiracy, he was | knew he could not long enjoy 
E ſeiz d and carry'd to Rome ; | ſhe took a Dagger, and ſtruck 


whither his Wife Arria fol- it into her own Breaſt; then 
low'd him, and uſed her En- | drawing it out again, ſhe gave 
deayours to ſave his Life: But it her Husband,faying without 
ſeeing no Likelihood” of duc the leaſt Concern, Nec dolet, 
ceſs, the would have S es Pete; I feel no Pain, Pætus. 
ded Pætus to prevent the Tor- | Martial makes her ſay, ſhe 
ture they deſign'd him, by! only felt the Strake he was 
brayely putting an End to his going to give himſelf, - 

Caſta ſuo gladium cum traderet Arria Pæto, 

Quem de viſceribus traxerat ipſa ſuis : 
Si qua des, vulnus quod feci non dolet, inquit , 


Sed quod ty facies, hoc. mibi, Petey dolet. 
M2 tanus 
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tanus a Roman Knight, Cæſonius, and a great 


rr al. many others whom the Satyriſt calls the Ri- 
a 


4 Plinius, vals of the Gods, were of this Number $ 4 + Plau. 
lib. 24. ca, tius Lateranus alſo partook of the Empreſs's Fa- 
vours; as well as Valens the Phyſician, who pi- 
qued himſelf of his Eloquence, and with Meſſali- 

nas Aſſiſtance inſtituted a new Sec. 
Vinicius had not this Criminal Complaiſance 
for Meſſalina. He was deſcended of an honour- 
able Family who had been dignify'd with two 
Dio, Conſulates; he poſſeſs d all thoſe || rare Qua- 


= -60- lities that go to the Compoſition of a fine Gen- 
acit. 


Axnal . 15. tleman; and to his Politeneſs was join d an In- 


tegrity which had acquired him the Eſteem of 
all the World. Tiberius did not only honour 
him with his Alliance, but advanced him to ſeve- 
ral important Employs; and Caligula, whoſe un- 
ſtable and capricious Humour it was ſo difficult 
to pleaſe for any Time, never ſaw Occaſion to 
reprehend him; ſuch was the Regularity of his 
Conduct. Meſſalina was the only Perſon capable 
of depriving the Senate of one of its moſt illu- 
ſtrious Ornaments. That ' Princeſs , who ſet no 
Bounds to her Paſſions or Deſires, was ſach a 
Slave to her Luft, that the could not help making 
amorous Advances to Vinicius, which did not 
meet with the Reception ſhe wiſh'd. She found 
in that Senator the Honeſty ſhe had deveſted 
herſelf of. He was too wiſe to defile the Bed 
of his Emperor; and as conſtantly reſiſted Meſ- 
ſalina s Temptations, as he deſpiſed her Threats: 
But he paid very dear for this. 

A Woman of Imprudence enough to oſter Fa- 
vours where they are not accepted, is much to be 
dreaded. She is capable of all the Cruelty that 
Revenge can inſpire; and as ſhe. cannot ſee, 

without Shame, the Man to whom ſhe would 
have proſtituted her Honour and her Perſon, all 
her Thoughts are bent upon the Deſtruction = 
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the Object which is continually reminding, her of 
her ſcandalous Defeat. Both Sacred and Pro- 


phane Hiſtory furniſh Examples of the barbarous 
Extremities, to which Women in ſuch a Caſe 


have proceeded. Joſeph * loft his Liberty for * Geneſ. 
preſerving his Chaſtity inviolable. He was diſ-: 35 


miſs'd from his Employs, and ſhut up in a diſ- 
mal Priſon, for wiſely reſiſting the impetuous 
Flames and ardent. Solicitations of *Potiphar's 


Wife: And + the Empreſs Mary of Arragon, Wife f Cuſpin: 


to Otho III. barbaroully contrived the Murder of 
a young Count of her Train, who, being more 
Faithful. to his Prince than ſhe to her Husband, 
would not committ the Crime to which ſhe had 
long preſs d him; and therefore ſhe accuſed 
him to. the. Emperor of attacking her Chaſtity, 
when ſhe found ſhe could not violate his; and 
impudently demanded Juſtice. for a Crime ſhe 
alone had been guilty of; but for which, how- 
ever, the too credulous Emperor cauſed the poor 
Count to be beheaded, by a haſty Judgment, + ga 
Injuſtice whereof he was ſoon after convinced. 
Such was alſo the Fate of Vinicius: He did not 
long ſurvive his Victory. Meſſalina was poſſeſs d 
of Power enough to command Obedience; and 
being tranſported with Rage and Spight, not 
from the Shame of having made Offers that 
ſne did not uſe to be ſny of, but from the Mor- 
tification of having met with a Repulſe, ſoon got 
rid of that Senator, whoſe Vertue was a ſevere 
and unſufferable Check upon her diſſolute Man- 
ner of Living. Vinicius was poiſon d by that 
Empreſs's Contrivance, and proved by his Death 
how dangerous it was to reſiſt ger. 
Meſſalina's Incontinence ran ſo high, as to ad- 
mitt of no Bounds to her Crimes in that ſcan- 
dalous way; ſo that what we have hitherto re- 
lated of her, is but a faint Sketch of her debauchꝰd 
Life. Ever thirſty of Pleaſures, ſne was not con- 
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tent to wallow in the moſt brutiſh and filthy, to 

proſtitute herſelf to every Comer, and to deny no- 
thing to her craving Deſires, (tho it was impoſſible 
for her to ſatisfy them to the full) but ſhe muſt 
*Xibbilin.have Companions and Imitators in her Vices ; 


n Claud. and becauſe the Authority of Example is always 


of great Weight, ſhe thought to leſſen the Hor- 

ft Aurel, rour of her Crimes, by f aflociating in them 

Vie. Epi Ladies of the firſt Quality in Rome, whom ſhe ob- 
in Claud. ;. | , 2 

a liged to granny oa her thro” all the Stages of 

is Lewdneſs and Debauchery. Moreover, to carry 

their Beaſtlineſs as far as it would go, ſhe forced 

them to proftitute themſelves to the moſt aban- 

don'd Libertines, and that in the Preſence of 

their Husbands, whom ſhe made Spectators of 

their Infamy, and many times Accomplices and 

Juvenal. Approvers of their Actions: + For ſhe heap'd 

Sat. 6. the hjgheſt Dignities and Rewards upon thoſe 

who were baſe enough to counterfeit a Pleaſure 

in futh abominable Proftitutions ; and thoſe, on 

the contrary, who declining to be Eye-Witnefles of 

their Shame, did not repair to theſe Aſſemblies, 

found Death the Reward of their Courage and 

Modeſty. In fine, that Monfter of Impurity, 

taking a Diſguſt to the ordinary Pleaſures, which 

ſhe could no longer reliſh, ſtudy'd how to fatis- 

fy her Paſſions with new-found Delights. In 

this View, ſhe furniſh'd a particular Room in 

the Palace, which became e Gulf to ſwal- 

low up the Vertue and Modeſty of the moſt 

conſiderable Ladies in Rome; ſetting over the 

Door of that infamous Place, the Name of the 

moſt noted Courteſan in Rome, under whoſe Ban- 

ner ſhe was the firſt that proſtituted herſelf every 

Night to as many as pleas d, making a ſordid 

Gain of her Crimes, and brutiſhly exacting 

Money from her Adventurers, for Favours ſo 

x illingly beſtow'd, and never retreating till forced 


by 


1 P 


by the Dawn of Day, * tired with the Repetition 
of her Crimes, without ſatiating her (d) Luft. 

Here we are loſt in Aſtoniſhment ; becauſe ir 
ſeems contradictory to Reaſon, to believe that ſuch 
crying and publick Enormities, which were known 
not only throughout the Empire, but even in all 
Foreign Narions, ſhould yet be a Secret to Clau- 
dius; and that this Prince had not one Subje& 
ſo rrue to his Intereſts, as to acquaint him with 
the ſcandalous lewd Pranks of his Wife. But it 
is certain, he was fo ſtupidly ſenſleſs, that Meſ- 
ſalina made him believe juſt what ſhe pleas'd ; 
eaſily diſcrediting any Perſon that dared ſpeak 
againſt her, by the Aſcendant ſhe had over his 
weak Underſtanding ; which made his Courtiers 
afraid to truſt him with a Secret, becauſe they 
knew he would immediately communicate it to 

his Wife; and that ſhe had ſo perfectly got the 

Maſtery of him, that ſhe ins 4 him applaud 
whatever ſhe did, and even her filthy Proſtitu- 
tions. N * 

This appear'd plainly in the Caſe of Mueſter, 
the fineſt Dancer in his Time. Meſſalina, who 
had acquired a Forehead of Braſs, and knew not 
what it was to bluſn, was always fond of new 
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Pleaſures, and fell ſo ridiculouſly in Love with 
this Buffoon, that ſhe caus'd Statues to be ere&ed 


to his Honour at the Emperor's Expence ; which 


Fuvenal. 


at. 16. 


ſerv'd as ſo many f Monuments of her Inconti- f Dio. 


nence, and of the Weakneſs of the Prince who 
ſuffer'd it. | 1 
However, as aſſiduouſly as ſhe tempted Mueſter 
to have the ſame Complaiſance for her, as ſo 
many others had had, ſhe always met with an 
obſtinate Reſiſtance, not ſo much owing to his 
Vertue, as to the Fear of receiving one day the 
Reward due to his Temerity. But Meæſſalina 


(d) Ct laſſata viris, nondum ſatiata, receſſit. Juv. Sat. 6. 
4 would 


) 


would not be ſo baulk'd : She preſs'd that Come- 


dian; ſhe careſs d him ſhe threaten'd him; 
tili at laſt, ſhe had him ſo many ways, that yield- 
ing to her vigorous Attacks, he E do 


whatever ſne pleaſed, with the 
prob ation. | 
Io ask Claudius's Conſent, was in all Appear- 
ance to deſire a thing impoſſible; and *tis Folly 
to ſuppoſe an Empreſs would be guilty of carry- 
ing her Impudence to that Height, as to endea- 
vour to get her Husband's Leave to play him ſo 
Foul a Trick. Yet this Condition, as extravagant 
as it was, coſt Meſſalina no Pains at all. She goes 
to Claudius; and after a thouſand cajoling Ex- 


mperor's Ap- 


preſſions, complains that having had ſome Occa- 


ſion for Mueſter, he reiuſed to obey her: She 
,exclaims againſt the Contempt put upon her Ox- 
ders; pretends. a great deal of Concern about it; 
and prays the Emperor to command Obedience 

to her Will. Claudius being, as we have obſerv'd, 
a very weak Prince, 3 his Wife's Complaint 
very juſt : He ſends for Mreſter, and charges him 
to perform without Reſerve whatever the Empreſs 
ſhould require from him. An Order thus pre- 
ciſe removed Mreſter's Scruples, and diſſipated his 


Fears. He became one ©  Meſſulina's Gallants, 
by Claudius's Command, of which he did not fail 


| afterward to make the proper Uſe. 


This Dancer was not, however, very true to 


* 


her. He was admired by Poppæa alſo; and to 


anſwer her Intentions, he had no need to obtain 
2 Grant from the Emperor. Meſſalina, who 


would have kept Mueſter all to herſelf, no ſooner 
heard of this Intrigue, but ſhe reſolv'd to ruin 


her Rival. This Lady was a celebrated Beauty, 


and ſnone without an Eclipſe, till her Daughter 
Sabina Poppaa appear d, by whom her Charms 
were exceeded, but not her Lewdneſs; as if in 


Ladies of that Name, Beauty and Modeſty had 


made 
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made-a perpetual Divorce. She was accuſed of 
too great Familiarity with Valerius Aſiaticus, a 
Senator of great Diſtinction, who had been twice \ 
Conſul. Meſſalina was the Perſon that charged 
Poppaa with this Crime ; and ſhe made the more 
Noiſe about it, becauſe ſhe * had a mind to“ Taci. 
hamper A/taticus, that ſhe might come at his Anal. 11. 
famous Gardens of Lucullus, which ſne had lon 
view d with a greedy Eye. Thus were Jealouſy 
and Avarice the two grand Incitements to the 
Charge againſt Aſiaticus and Poppea. | 
Suilius and Sofibius, Governors to Prince Bri- 
tannicus, lent a helping Hand to this Proſecu- 
tion. Thoſe mercenary Souls accuſed Aſiaticus 
of having diſgraced himſelf in foul Adultery with 
Poppæa; and becauſe Meſſalina was aſhamed to 
puniſh in others a Crime ſhe had been ſo often 
guilty of herſelf, this Accuſation was back d by 
another, of greater Weight; to wit, That Aſia- 
ticus had attempted to make the Garriſons of 
Germany revolt, and put himſelf at the Head of 
a Faction. Neither yet did Calumny ſtop here: 
He was farther accuſed of being the Author of 
Caligula's Murder, and of having glory'd in that 
horrid Aſſaſſination. Meſſalina could not have | 
been better ſervd; nor could her Perſecution _ 1 
and Revenge be cover'd with a more honoura- 1 
ble and ſpecious Veil, than that of Juſtice due 
to the temerarious Murder of an Emperor. 
Upon this Accuſation, Afaticus is ſeiz'd at 
Baiz; whence, being loaded with Chains, he is 18 
brought to Rome, and ſoon after conducted to 1 
the Palace, to be heard in his Defence. As he | | 
was innocent of all the Crimes they had laid to 
his Charge, he appear'd before Claudius with a 
Confidence ſuitable to his Integrity. He juſti- 
fy'd himſelf ſo well, and produced ſuch plain 
Proofs of the Falſhood of the Accuſation; turn- 
ing the Charge of Impoſture upon his Accuſers, 
| TR one 
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one of whom he quite cover d with Confuſion ; 
that Claudius was perſuaded of his Innocence, and 
ſhew'd a great Inclination to acquitt him. Even 
Meſſalina, mercileſs as ſhe was, began to enter- 
tain favourable Sentiments, and could not hear 
him ſo fully clear himſelf of every Article they 
had brought againſt himp without ſhedding Tears. 
But her Compaſſion ſoon gave way to her Cove- 


touſneſs. As ſhe was not uſed to leave a Crime 


unfiniſn'd, when the Satisfaction of her Paſſions 
was in View, ſhe ſtept out of Claudius's Cham- 
ber, where this Cauſe was hearing, and charged 


Vitellius not to let Aſiaticus eſcape. Meſſalina 


could not have deliver'd her Commiſſion to a 
Man better qualify'd for putting it in Execu- 
tion. She knew his Character; and he had an- 
ſwer'd it upon ſeveral nice Occaſions, wherein 
Treaſon and Perfidy fucceeded to a Tittle in his 
Hands. That fawning and corrupt Courtier, 
perceiving that Claudius was wavering in this 
Affair, and did not know what to reſolve upon, 
approach'd that Prince, and with deteſtable Ma- 
lice affecting a Compaſſion for that pretended 
Criminal, with whom he ſaid he had always liv'd 
in a ftri& Friendſhip, he urged in his Favour, 
every thing that he thought would moye the 
Paſſions ; magnifying the Services he had render'd 
his Country, and particularly to Claudius's Fa- 
mily : Then artfully dropping a Tear or two, he 
beſought the Emperor, in A4faticus's Name, to 
give him Leave to chooſe his own Death, which 
was all the Favour he craved. | CO. 
Claudius, who thought Vitellius had ſpoke at the 
Requeſt of Afaticus, readily conſented : And 
thus was that unfortunate Senator forced by 
Stratagem to open his Veins; loudly proteſting, 
that he ſhould have had leſs Concern, to have 


died by ſome Wile of Tiberius, or ſome Stroke 


of Calignla's Cruelty, than to fall by the 'Trea- 
| | ” chery 
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chery of a Woman, and the Forgeries of a fean- 
dalous Calumniator. Poppæa could no longer 
live, when Afaticus had given himſelf his Death. 
Meſſalina had ſo terrify'd her with the Threats 
of a darkſome Dungeon, that ſhe choſe rather 
to die at once by her own Hand, than to die 
every day of Fear. The Evidence againſt Afa- 
tieus did not perform their Work gratis; but 
were largely reward& for their Villany. Criſ- 
pinus, Captain of the Guards, for going to Baiæ, 
and ſeizing him, receiv'd a large Sum of Money, 
beſide the Ornaments and Privileges of a Prator. 
So ſibius had a handſome Preſent ; and the fineſt 
Employs in the Empire were the Price of Vitel- 
lius's Baſeneſs and Cruelty. This Gentleman 
maintain'd his Poſts by the ſame Methods that 
he acquired them; namely, by Artifice, Calumny, 
and above all, by Flattery, which he praGis'd to 
ſo mean and unworthy a Degree, that he was! Sgeton. 
not aſhamed to carry one of Meſſalina's Shooes®” Vitell. 
about him under his Cloak, and to be continu- | 
ally kiſſing it in publick as a Sacred thing. 

After having ſaid thus much of Meſſalina, one 
would be apt to think ſhe could not go any 
farther in Vice, and that indeed no new Crime 
was left for her to committ : But we muſt yet | 
take Notice of one more, which is without Pre- PT 
cedent or Example, and ſurpaſſes all the reſt. 
It came into her Head, that ſhe would publickly 
marry Caius Silius, with whom ſhe was deſperate- 
ly in Love; and ſo have two Husbands at a time. 
Silius came of one of the beſt Families in Rome, 
and had perhaps the fineſt _ of any Gentle- 1 
man living. He was nominated to the Conſulate, 1 
and had for his Wife Juma Silana, a Lady of if 
Diſtinction and Merit, whom Meſſalina obliged. 
him to repudiate, with the frantick Deſign to 
lpceeed her in her Bed, | 

OY WR © Tho* 
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Xipbilin. 
Sueton. 
in Claud. 


esst 


| Tho' that diſſolute Empreſs had baniſh'd all 


Shame, and made an everlaſting Divorce with 
Decency and Decorum ; ſhe nevertheleſs foreſaw 
that ſuch a monſtrous Bargain would make a 
hideous Noiſe throughout the Empire: And this 
ſerious Reflexion made her reſolve to prepare 
Peoples Minds, by introducing a * Liberty for 
'the Women.to have ſeveral Husbands, which was 
not forbidden by the Laws; for ſhe fancy'd the 
Authority of Example would wipe off the Shame 
of a ſuch Marriage,and that ſhe could notreaſona- 
bly be cenſured for a Fact whereof ſo many others 
would be as guilty as herſelf. But conſidering 
again, that, this Innovation would be attended 


with ſo many dreadful. Conſequences, as muſt 


draw upon her the Hatred of all the World; 
and being cloy d with the ordinary Pleaſures, the 
Enjoyment whereof was grown inſipid to her; 
(for as ſhe obtain'd them without Trouble, and 


taſted them without Pain, ſo ſhe enjoy d them 


without Reliſn) and no longer able to deny her 
craving Appetite” the Ragoo of this new Match; 
the fortify'd herſelf againſt the Worſt that could 


| happen, and peremptorily reſolv'd to marry Si- 


lius; in hopes, no doubt, that this Crime would 
meet with the ſame Succeſs, as innumerable others 
that ſne had committed. In this blind Confidence, 
ſhe heap'd upon her intended Bridegroom, Riches, 


and Honours, and Favours of all kinds. Clau- 


dius s Slaves, his Free-Men, and magnificent Fur- 
niture, all went to Silius s Houſe ; who now want- 
ed nothing but the Title of Emperor. "Se 
Mean time, Silius, thro! all this pompous 4/- 
paratus to the Sovereignty, ſaw the Greatneſs of 
the Danger to which he expoſed himſelf by that 
raſn and hazardous Enterprize, and had dreadful 


Apprehenſions of a future Reckoning. The 


Fear of Puniſhment even balanced for a while 


his ambitious Deſire of Promotion. But at laſt, 


whether 
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whether he had hopes of eſcaping by ſome Means 
the Puniſhment due to his Crime; whether he 
thought himſelf ruin d, if he diſobey'd Meſſalina; 
or whether he took Diſtaſte at a Moderate For- 
tune, and had a mind to make his Way to the 
Throne; certain it is, that he ſhut his Eyes 
againſt the Danger, and fortifying himſelf againſt 
all Events, he now preſs'd Meſſalina to finiſh 
their Marriage, and to celebrate it in a Publick 
miner hn ky + Who th 
All the uſual Ceremonies were Accordingly 
pra&is'd at it. The Contract was drawn up in * Tac. 
Form; Witneſſes were call'd in to ſign it; the Annal. 1. 
ſolemn Clauſe, that they marry'd on' purpoſe to 
have Children, was annex'd ; and, which is moſt 
ſurprizing, Claudius, who knew nothing of this 
Affair, tho' it was tranſacted in his Preſence, 
ſign d the Contract himſelf; Meſſalina having 
perſuaded him, that the only Drift of it was 
to ſecure him againſt ſome ill Preſages which 
ſeem'd to threaten him, and to turn them upon 
Silius. But this was not all: Claudius going into 
the Country a few days after, the Nuptials were 

celebrated with Magnificence. Meſſalina appear d 
in the Aſſembly, dreſs'd like a Bride: She ſacri- 
ficed to the Gods for the, Proſperity of her Mar- 
riage; and after a ſumptuous Entertainment which 
ſhe gave the Company, wherein ſhe ſat cloſe by 
Silius, ſhewing him all the Marks of Affection, 
that ſne could poſſibly have done, had he been 
her real Husband, ſhe retired to the Houſe of 
her new Spouſe, and liv'd with him in as great 
Familiarity and Tranquillity, as if ſhe had been 
with Claudius, 

This Hiſtory would paſs for Fable, could the 
Authors who report it be diſcredited ; and Taci- 
tus, who is one of them, ſays he is perſuaded that 
Poſterity will hardly believe it. But what is once 

more ſurprizing, Claudius, who was then at Oftia, 
2 whither 
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whither Maſſalina excuſed herſelf from following 
him, under pretence of ſome Indiſpoſition, knew 
nothing of what had paſs'd, tho' every thing was 
done in the Preſence of all the Orders in the 
City; ſo that probably this Crime, as well as 
the reſt, had gone off with Impunity, becauſe the 
Emperor knew nothing of it, had not Narciſſus 
taken care to acquaint him with it. 
That Free-Man, and all his Brethren , had 
quitted the Intereſts of Meſſalina, from the time 
that ſhe caus d Polybius, one of their Number, 
. whom ſhe had lov'd too well before, to be put 
to Death. This ſerv'd them as a ſort of Admo- 
nition what they were to fear, and united them 
inſt the Empreſs, upon whoſe Friendſhip they 
it was not ſafe to rely. Reſolv'd therefore 
upon her Ruin, they had nothing to do but to 
fix on ſome ſure Means of effecting it with Suc- 
ceſs: Calliſtus, Pallas, and Narciſſus, thought 
themſelves under a particular Obligation to in- 
form the Emperor of Meſſalina's Marriage with 
Silius; not doubting but if it ſhould reach Clau- 
dius's Ears by any other Canal than theirs, with 
whom he entruſted all his Affairs, they were in 
danger of being puniſh'd for ſo criminal a Silence. 
And beſide, they were ſenſible, their Lives were 
at ſtake, in caſe S:hus ſhould ſucceed in his Un- 
dertaking. Nevertheleſs, Pallas and Calliſtus 
ſoon alter'd their Minds, and thought it their 
wiſeſt way to endeavour to bring off Meſſalina 
from her Attachment to Silius, and ſo ruin their 
Project and break off their infamous Commerce 
at once. This Reſolution, as ſoon broke as made, 
was follow'd by another. Convinced on the one 


hand, of the Empreſs's abſolute Dominion over 


Claudius, for they knew ſhe could make him be- 
heve what ſhe pleas d, if ſhe had but a Moment's 
Talk with him; and perſuaded on the other hand, 
that having ſpent her whole Life in Lane 
A .. 
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and Debauchery, it would be impoſſible for her 
now to reform and take up; they thought it their 
beſt way to remain ſilent: Pallas, as fearing he 
ſhould ruin himſelf by endeavouring to ruin the 
Empreſs; and Calliſtus, as having learnt by lon 
Experience in the preceding Reigns, that thoſe 
Courtiers always kept longer in Favour, who 
ſtudy d and practis d the Art of Diſſimulation, 
than thoſe who purſued violent Counſels. Thus 
did thoſe baſe and ſelfiſn Favourites preferr their 
Safety to their Duty. The Fear of ſpoiling their 
Fortune, ftopt theix Mouth, as we may call it; 
and they left Narciſſus alone to diſcloſe the Mar- 


riage. „ 
This Free- Man ſtill perſiſted in his Reſolution. 


His only * Care was how to keep it from Meſſa- * Tae: 
lina's Knowledge, and yet acquaint the Emperor Aunal 11. 


of his Conſort's new Marriage to Silius. TWO 
of Claudius s Concubines, in whom he put a great 
deal of Confidence, dazzled with the Proſpect of 
the noble Rewards Narciſſus promis d them, and 
of their Credit's riſing upon the Empreſs's Ruin, 
were the Perſons who undertook this Affair. 
They went to the Emperor at Oſtia; and caſt- 
ing themſelves at his Feet, told him, with an af- 
fected Conſternation, that Silius, who by a mon- 
ſtrous and criminal Marriage was become Meſſa- 
lina's Husband, had no leſs Deſign in View, than 
to diſpoſſeſs him of the Throne; that all was in 
Confuſion at Rome; and that Slius was very near 
being Emperor. Moreover, to ſatisfy him that 

what they ſaid was true, they appeal'd to Nar- 
ciſſus. Claudius, ſtruck with Amazement, and 
ſhuddering with Agony, ſends immediately for 
his Free-Man, who was then at Oſtia, and asks 
him concerning the pretended Marriage of Meſſa- 
lina. Narciſſus, who expected this, affecting a 
ſorrowful Countenance, and a whining Voice, 
own'd to him, that indeed he had till then 7 | 
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ceal d the Empreſs's foul Adulteries, and hate- 
ful Proſtitutions of herſelf to Valens, and Plautius, 
and innumerable others, to the no leſs Scandal 
than Injury of her Husband and Sovereign; be- 
cauſe he was loth the whole Empire ſnould know 
the Shame and Reproach which her abominable 
Vices reflected upon the Family of Czſar; and 
becauſe he hoped that Meſſalina would return to 
berſelf: But ſeeing her Diſhonour was publick, 
and that ſhe ſhut the Door of her Heart againft 
Repentance, he firſt got an exact Information of 
the Empreſs's Conduct, and then judg'd himſelf 
no longer at liberty to diſguiſe the Truth, or 
conceal her Marriage with Siu, celebrated in 
the Preſence of all the Orders in Rome. Geta, 
Captain of the Guards in Waiting, and Turanius, 
Clerk of the Receipt of Corn, confirm'd all that 
| Narciſſus had ſaid ; whereupon every body advi- 
ſed the Emperor to provide for his own Security. 
Claudius was ſo aftoniſh'd for a while, that he 
gave himſelf up for loſt. He repair'd with all 
dition to the Camp, and not thinking even 
that a Place of Safety, he was continually enqui- 
ring whether Silius was Emperor yet? . 
All this while, Maeſſalina, intoxicated with her 
deluding Pleaſures, continued at her new Spouſe 
Sitins's Houſe ; with whom, notwithſtanding her 
Crimes, ſhe enjoy'd her falſe Happineſs with as 
profound a Tranquillity, as if ſhe had had nothing 
tofear. She ſummon'd together a Company of 
Favourites, and Women as diſſolute as herſelf, 
to meet in Maſquerade. Here they celebrated 
8 the Feaſt of Bacchus with all thoſe filthy Ceremo- 
nies, and obſcene Geſtures, which were practis'd 
in the Bacchanalia. Valens was one of this infa- 
mous Aſſembly; and we read that that debauch'd 
Phyſician, having, to ſnew his Activity, climb- 
ed up a very high Tree, cry'd out that he ſaw 
a dreadful Storm ariſing from the fide of Oſtia. 
&. | Whether 
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Whether the thing was really ſo, or whether he 
ſpoke it by ſome ſecret” Preſage, it was ſoon 
Kon verify d; for Meſſengers arrived from all 
Parts to acquaint them, that Claudius, being in- 
form'd Row Matrers ſtood, was coming from Oſtia 
with the Reſolution to puniſh” the Diſorders of 
his Wife, and the Temerity of her Debauchers. 
Cæſar's Approach ſtruck Terror into the Hearts of 
all who compoſed that infamous Aſſembly: Some 
fled one way, and ſome the other; but Meſſali- 1 
na retired to the Gardens of Lucullus, which the 
ſeiz'd upon the Murder of Afaticus ; and Silius 
affecting an outward Security, went to Council to 
diſcharge the Functions of his Office; tho his 
Fear was as great, as his Danger was preſſing. 
Meſſalina, notwithſtanding the Face of her Af - 
fairs was ſo lowring, did not deſpair of avertin 
the Storm, could ſhe but get to the Speech of 
Claudius; ſuch was her Confidence in that Prince's 
Stupidity. It was not the firſt time ſne had come | 
off with flying Colours, and impoſed Falſhood 4 
upon him for evident Truth: She could lull his 3." 
Credulity with ſuch artful Careſſes, as it was 
not in Claudius's Power to reſiſt. Sag. 1 
To mollify the Emperor's Heart, ſhe caus'd 
Britannicus and Octavia to go with her to meer 
him; and prevail'd with the Great Veſtal Vꝛbi- 
dia to follow them. Having paſs d -thro" the * Tui. 
City on foot, abandon'd' by all the World, whom Annal. 11. 
the Remembrance of her paſt Life had render'd - | | 
inſenſible of her Miſery, ſhe found at the City- | | 
Gate a Gardener's Dung-Cart. In this humble | 
Conveyance ſhe proceeded! to meet her injurd | 
Lord, whom ſhe yet flatter d herſelf ſhe could 
move, could ſhe but once come at the Speech of 
him. Narciſſus, who knew very well the Impor- | 
tance pf ſuch an Interview, managed his Affairs i 
ſo dextrouſly, that none ſhe could have. He went 
on purpoſe into the A Coach ; where 


\ —— 


he 
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he entertain d him with Stories of Meſalina's A- 
dulteries. Viiellius and Cæcinna were allo. in the 
ſame. Coach; but they kept Silence, without ſpeak- 
ing a Word either tor; or againſt Meælſalina, left 
they ſhould. incurr her Hatred if ſhe got over 
this Affair, or ſeem..to favour her Crimes if 
they ſhould ſpeak in her behalf. ö 
At length Meſſalina appear d, and importunately 
demanded that Cæſar might have Liberty to hear 
the Mother of Britannicus and Octavia. This was 
a tiekliſn Conjuncture for Narciſſus; for a ſingle 
Moment was now to decide. his Fate and that of 
Meſſalina, The cunning. Free-Man, however, 
knowing the Conſequence, artfully diverted the 
Emperor from liſtening to his Wife, by. preſſing 
him to peruſe the Papers he deliver d to him, 
containing the Hiſtory of all her Intrigues: And 
by this means he - amuſed... him , till Claudius's 
Coach had left the Empreſs. and her Children, 
whom, Narciſſus likewiſe hinder d from being pre- 
ſented to their Father, a great way behind. 
However, Vibidia, notwithſtanding all the Precau- 
tions of Narciſſus, found means to ſpeak to Clau- 
dius. She repreſented to him, with a great deal 
o Freedom, that he ought not to believe all that 
was ſaid againſt Meſſaliua; that the different 
Reports that were ſpread of her, might poſſibly 
be no better than Forgeries invented by her 
Enemies to prejudice him againſt her, and thereby 
effect her Ruin and that at leaſt it was but 
reaſonable to give her a Hearing befoxe he paſs d 
Sentence upon her. Narciſſus, who fear d the Nun 
would immediately produce a Change in the 
Emperor's wavering Mind, interrupting her, ſaid, 
that Mefalina ſhould be heard; but that a Veſtal, 
as ſhe was, ought to trouble herſelf only with her 
Claudius ſat like one ſtruck dumb and immo- 
vable; ſo that if you had ſeen him, you * 
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have ſworn he had no Concern in the Affair: 
But when he came 5 Rome, and entring Sjes 
Houle; (for thither Narciſſus had the Wit to n- 
dudt him) : found it adern d wich all the fiche 
and moſt magnificent Furniture of his Palace, 
and particularly that which formerly, belong d to 
us and the Nero's his, Grand-Fathers, 451 
he form d. and, in a Paſſion, equal to his Shame, 
order d Silius and the reſt of Maſſalina s Para- 
mours to be put to Death. Lateranus was except>- 
ed upon the ſcore of, his Uncle's Services and 
exalted Merit; and Cæſonius was pardon d for 
Reaſons which Modeſty will not permitt us to 
explain, but which render d him the more worthy 
ee 44 te nent Re. 
Meſter was for ſharing his Crime with the 
Emperor, who commanded him to do whatever 
Meſſalina would have him. He proteſted that 
he ſhould, neyer have been guilty of ſuch a thing, 


without an expreſs Order of his Prince; but; oh- 
liged to obey him, he ſinn'd. with Reluctance and 
by Neceſſity, and had none of thoſe ſelfiſh. and 
ambitious Views; which ern'd the reſt of the 

ho brought that, Diſhq- 
nour upon, Cefar's Family only to aggrandize 
their Fortunes by the . Reward, of their Crime, 
or to gratify their unruly Paſſions. Theſe Ar- 
guments did ſo weigh with Claudius, that Scara- 
mouch had undoubtedly. been pardon d, had not 


: 
, 


all the Free-Men repreſented to him, that he 


ought not to efcape the Puniſhment of a, Vice 
which had coſt ſo many better Men their Lives: 
that Death was the leaſt he could ſuffer, to atone 

for his Impudence in defiling the Emperor's Bed; 
and in ſhort, that he was as much an Adulterer 


as any of the others, let it be voluntary, or by Force. 


_ While all this was tranſacting, Meſſalina la- 
bour d under violent Agonies in her Retirement 


at Lucullus Gardens. Sometimes we. de? 


— 1 
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Court-Lard, he order 


„ 


of obtaining Pardon for her Crimes, they were 


0 great; and at other times ſhe flatter d herſelf 
ſhe might do it by means of thoſe fond Careſſes 


which had fo often ſet her to rights in Claudius's 
Opinion. In effect, it is certain, that had not 
Narciſſus, by haſtening the Death of that Princeſs, 
put it out of her Power to ſpeak to the Empe- 


or, Claudius had never put her to Death: For 
being return d to his Palace, where he found a 
Supper ready prepared to his Tooth, and forget- 
" *ing in his Wine all that had been told him of 
Meſſalina , he order'd Notice ſnould be given 


to that poor Wretch (for ſo he call'd her) to 
come and juſtify herfelf the next Morning. 
This Juſtification of the Empreſs would un- 


doubtedly have been the ee, of her Cauſe, and 


the Rum of thoſe who had accuſed her. Narciſſus 
-was well aware, that his Life now depended 
upon the Death of Me/alina; and that if he 
"waited the Event of the next day, he was in- 


evitably undone, becauſe he knew the Emperor 


never had the Power to reſiſt that Princeſs's 
Careſſes, who never rieeded above a Moment's 


Diſcourſe with him, to make him believe what 


ne pleas d: And thus he refolv'd to run all 
Hazards. He went out of Claudius's Chamber 
therefore ; an mectivg ſome Centurions in the 

d them, in the Emperor's 
Name, to go and diſpatch Maſſalina; and Evo- 
dius, who was one of Claudiuss Free-Men, was 
charged to aſſiſt at the Execution. Theſe Men 
enter d the Gardens of Lucullus, where they 
found the Empreſs repoſing herſelf upon a 
Turf, in an Equipage and Poſture calculated to 
move Compaſſion. Her Mother Lepida was 
wirh her, and would not forſake her in her Dif- 
refs, tho Maſſalina had carry'd herſelf with 


enough of Indifference toward her in the Height 
of her Glory. This Lady, who was very ſenſi- 
1 | 5 SI . ble | 
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ble of her Daughter's Crimes, would have per- 
ſuaded her to prevent, by. one magnanimous 
Stroke, that Death, which was juſtly due to her 
Adulteries: But Meſſalina s Heart being immer- 
ged in Voluptuouſneſs, and ſtupify d with habi- 
tual Vice, ſne had no Senſe of Honour left, (for 


it was one among the Romans to deprive them- 


ſelves of Life under great Calamities) but aban- 
don'd herſelf to Tears, and the Lamentation of 
her bitter Fate, CEE SE Zn THY... | 

Mean while, the Soldiers forced the Gates, and 
a Captain approach'd the Empreſs, without ſpeak- 
ing a Word : But Evodius, who had been a Slave, 
ſhew'd no ſuch Reſerve. He reproach'd her 
in the moſt outrageous manner, made her a Re- 


hearſal of all her Crimes, and* inſulted her with“ Tacze. 
a Barbarity ſuitable to his firſt Stage of Life. 4#74/-11- 


She attempted to diſpatch herſelf with a Knife, 
which her trembling Hands preſented ſeveral 
times to her Breaſt ; ; 3h ſtill they refuſed to do 
that Office. Whereupon, the Captain, without 
more ado, ſaved her the Trouble, and ran her 
thro' with his Sword. | SCE 

Claudius was at Table, when Word was brought 
him that Meſſalina was dead, without explaining 
whether ſhe was kill'd, or whether ſhe had de- 
ſtroy'd herſelf: Nor did he make any Enquiry 
about it. On the contrary, juſt as if they had 


: 


told him the moſt indifferent News in the World, 


he call'd for a Glaſs of Wine, and went on with 


his Repaſt. Nay, he did not afterward ſhew any · 


Sign of Joy or Sorrow; which was doubtleſs 
owing to his Stupidity : For he reflected ſo little 
—_ what was paſt, that one day as he ſat at 
41a 


ble, he ask'd f why the Empreſs did not come? f Sucton; 
Thus died the unhappy Meſſalina, whoſe Life in Claud. 


had been one continued Courſe of monſtrous 
Wickedneſs. It is particularly remarkable, that 
ſhe was aſſaſſinated in the Gardens of Lucullus, 
: | RS. which 


* 
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which ſhe procured by unjuftly putting Afaticus 
to Death; as if God was pleas'd to, revenge 
the Murder of that Senator upon his Perſecutor, 
by ſo ordering it, that ſhe fell upon the very 
Spot which had been the Object of her un- 
* : Xings,reaſonable Wiſnes; as he formerly revenged 
chap. a. that of Naboth, by the dreadful Execution of 
Jezebel, who for the Lucre of his Vineyard rais'd 
up Sons' of Behal to witneſs falſe things againſt 
him, for which he loſt his Life; but who, by the 
juſt Judgment of God, was afterward caſt head- 
t Kings, long ont of a Window in that very f Jexreel, where 
chap. 9 Naboth's Vineyard was. Terrible Examples ! 
which ſhould reach thoſe who have Authority in 
their Hands, never to make uſe of it to invade 
another's 8 who being expoſed to their 
Avarice or Perſecution, may fall under their 
; Power ; | becauſe ſooner, or later, the Almighty 
takes a juft Vengeance upon ſuch Injuſtice and 
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Cravpivss Laſt Conſort: 


0 Empreſs ever made more Noiſe in 
che World than Agrippina. Every thing 
belonging to her was great; her Birth, 
ber Beauty, her Vertne, her Vices, 
| Tacit. and her Misfortunes. || She was Daughter to 
Annal. 12 Germanicus, the Love and Delight of the Roman 
People, and to Agrippina, Grand- Daughter of 
Auguſtus, who lay in of her in a City of the Di, 
named upon that ſcore: Colonia Agrippina, and 
now Cologn; and it was afterward remark'd, that 
this Princeſs had a double Tooth in the woe 
| | = os ide 
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fide of hex Mouth, which * Pliny reckons among * Hiftor. 
the happy Preſages of a great Fortune. N N 
Arippina was endow d by Nature with all tage 
Advantages of Body ang Ming, that cotta e 
compliſh or render a Princeſs agreeable ; had 
ſhe not degraded herſelf hy the ill Uſe ſhe made 
of her Qualifications. f Her Beauty yielded. to tXiphilin: 
none in Rome. She had a noble Air, a fine De- n Claud. 
portment, and. a_brisk and active Spirit, equal, 
to the greateſt Deſigns ; the Fire and Delicacy 
whereof ſhone throughout thoſe curious $ Mes g Voſins, 
moirs which ſhe wrote of her own Adventures, Hif- Lat. 
and which were of ſo great Uſe. to Tacitus in the _ 
compiling of his Annals, But on the other hand, 
ſhe was || inſatiably covetous, had a Jealouſy || Plinius, 
capable of the moſt barbarous Revenge, and Jb. 7. e. S. 
withall, a boundleſs Ambition, which was the 
principal, if not the only Cauſe of her Crimes 
and her Misfortunes. Being Daughter, Siſter, 
Niece, Wife, and Mother 81 Cate or (a) Em- 
perors, ſne brought into the World with her a 
violent Inclination to rule, which ſhe could never 
get the Maſtery of. This Deſire was a fort of 
Original Sin in her, which tainted all her Acti- 
ons, and was the unhappy Brooder of all manner 
of Crimes. | „ 
Agrippina paſs d her younger Days with her 
Grand-Mother Antonia, whoſe unexceptionable 
Conduct might have ſerv'd her as an excellent 
Pattern of Vertue ; but this Princeſs, who edu- Ls 
cated with her own Children thoſe of her Son Seton. 
Germanicus, in yain read Lectures of Wiſdom , in Cai- 
and inſpired Sentiments of Honour: Her La- 
bour in this reſpect was loſt; and ſhe had the 
Unhappineſs to ſee her Grand-Daughters com- 


* o 


for her Great Grand-Father, | She was Siſter to Caligula, 
Agrippa for her Grand-Father, | and Nero's Mother. Wy 


(a) Agrippina had Auguſtus | and Claudius for her Huſband: 
Germanicis for her Father, 


4 mitt 


hos -* 
lib. 59. 


.. eri, - 
mitt tke fouleſt Crimes, at an Age when one 


would have thought their tender Minds yet free 
from any Paſſion. Viee did in a manner pre- 


vent their Reaſon; for they were but very young, 
when horrid Inceſt with their Brother Caligula 
corrupted their Imperial Blood: So that they 


may ſerve as an Inſtance, that Modeſty, and 
Diſcretion, and Chaſtity do not always run in 


the Blood, or follow from good Education; but 


that they are ſometimes Vertues of Temper and 
Conſtitution, rather than Hereditary Vertues. 


Agrippina was very young, when her Mother 
brought to Rome the Urn of Germanicus. That 
mournful and ſolemn Sight revived the Grief of 
the Romans upon Occaſion of his Death, and 
greatly contributed to augment the good Incli- 
nation they had, and always preferv'd, for thoſe 
of his Race. Tiberius himſelf, as jealous as he 
was of the Merit of that great Man, of whoſe 
Death he was not innocent, counterfeited the ex- 
terior Marks of Sorrow. He pretended a great 
deal of Concern; and as if he would provide 
Fortunes for his Children, he took Caius Caligula 
home to him; and as ſoon as Agrippina was of 
Years, he f gave her in Marriage to Domitius 
ZEnobarbus. | | Te, LY 
That Roman, beſide the Luſtre of ancient No- 
bility, had the Honour to be ally'd to the Fami- 
iy of Cæſar; and theſe made the Whole of his 


Merit ; for in other reſpects he was as vile a 


Perſon as ever appear'd upon the Face of the 


$ Seton, 
in Ner. 


Globe. Deceitful to a great degree of Perfidi- 
onſneſs ; cruel, barbarous, brutiſh ; defiled with 
Murders, Adulteries, and horrid Inceft with his 
Siſter Lepidag guilty, in ſhort, of all manner of 
Crimes, d he himſelf acknowledg'd, that from his 
Marriage with Agrippina, no Good could accrue 
to the Common-Wealth.  - And the Truth is, 
nothing that was good ought to have been ex- 
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pected from a Man of his deteſtable Character, 


and from a * Woman who dated her Incontinence * Plinius, 
almoſt from her Cradle. | ib. 7. c. 8. 


This Prediction was but too ſadly verify'd in 


the Birth of Nero, who came into the World, 
Heels foremoſt, at (b) Antium, and proved the 
terribleſt Scourge that ever the Empire felt. 


They deliberated a long while about a Name to 
give him; and Agrippina having deſired Caligula, 
who was then upon the Throne, to do it, the 
Emperor gave him in Deriſion that of Claudius, 


(for the |} Prince of that Name was then the Sport |, Sen. 
of the Court) which vex'd Agrippina ſo heartily, in Ner. . 


that ſhe gave him her Father's Name of Domitius. 

This Princeſs ſetting out in the World with 
Inceſt, did not promiſe a very chaſte Life; nei- 
ther did ſhe falſify the bad Opinion, which the 


World had conceiv'd of her. For f ſhe liv'd + Taaz: 
with her Brother Caius in a ſcandalous Familia» Annal. 14. 


rity. Tigellinus was baniſh'd for violating her 
Honour; and Lepidus, her Couſin-German, (and 
Brother-in-Law, according to Dio) was put to 
Death for receiving Criminal Favours from her. 


(b) Antium was formerly. a 
very opulent and agreeable 
Sea-Port Town ; and the Ca- 
patal of the Volſci. There was 
a magnificent Temple dedi- 
cated to Fortune; and the 
Town was under the Pro- 
tection of that Goddeſs, 

O Diva, gratum que regis 

Antium, | 


lays Horace, Od. 33. lib. 1. 


Antium was taken by the Ro- 
mant, who ſent a Colony thi- 


ther: But the Inhabitants 


rew impatient under the 
oak of Servitude, and re- 
volted. Their Revolt, how- 
ever, did not ſucceed; for 
they were defeated by the 
Conſul Quintius. Their own 


was taken, together with all! 


their Ships, which being car- 
ry'd to kts, the Roſtra, or 
Pulpit for Orations, Was made 
with their Beaks. A ſecond 
Colony was ſent thither , 
which was the "firſt Roman 
Colony. The Romans took 
great Delight in Antium, by 
reaſpn of its wma - and Ca- 
ligula, who according to ſome 
Authors was born there, had 
Thoughts of Transferring the 
Seat of the Empire to that 
Place, Here Agrippina lay in 
of Nero, and Poppea of the 


{ Princeſs Claudia. Antium is 


now only à Caſtle built on 
the Ruins, of the old Town, 
upon the Sea-Coaſt between 

me and Naples; and is 
calbd Nettuno- 3 
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The Truth is, Lepidus deſery'd no milder a 


Puniſhment. So many Relations as he had to 


AReutil. 
zn itiner- 
Lepid- 


lib. 60. 35 


Agrippina, ought. to have inſpired him with more 
honourable Sentiments; but this, after all, was 
not the Crime which render'd him obnoxious to 
Caligula, who caus d him to be put to Death, to 
puniſh his Ambition rather than his Debauche- 
Ties : For Lepidus thought to have made a Stalk- 
ing Horſe of Agrippina, to mount the Throne; 
and Agrippina was kind to Lepidus in the ſame 
View. But this Deſign coſt them both very dear; 


for f Lepidus was beheaded; and Agrippina had 


the Confuſion to be forced publickly to carry the 
Urn with her Gallant's Aſhes upon her Shoulder, 
from the Place of his Execution to Rome; thus 
adding Ignominy to her Pain. Neither was this 


| . Mortification the Emperor gave her. 
Caius being enraged at her and her Siſters, was 


not ſparing of the bittereſt Invectives. He re- 
proach'd them with the moſt ſcandalous Crimes; 
publiſh'd Letters of their Intrigues, which ex- 
poſed them to the whole City; and baniſh'd them 
to the Iſland of Pontia, after he had conſecrated 
to Jupiter Vindex, or the Avenger, three Daggers 
_ he pretended they had: provided to murder 
Caligula s Death, however, put an End to A- 
grippina's Exile. Her Uncle Claudius recall'd her 
and her Siſters, and reſtored to her all the E- 


tate, which Domitius AEnobarbus left her at his 


Death, and which had been ſeiz'd by Caligula. 
For the reſt, the Diſgrace of her Baniſnment did 
not eradicate Agrippina's Deſire to reign, which 
was the principal Cauſe of that Misfortune. The 
Pomp and Pleaſures of the Court did, on the con- 
trary, beget new Deſires. She was perfectly de- 


vour d with Ambition; which ſtifling in her Breaſt 


all Sentiments of Honour, ſhe, reſolv d to advance 


her Fortune at any rate. The firſt Method ſhe 


try d, 
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au was none of the leaſt Criminal; for ſhe 
uſed her Endeavour to attract the Love of her 
Uncle Claudius, In this View, ſhe difplay'd all 
the Charms of her Beauty; which were the more 
dangerous to that weak Prince, in regard Agrip- 
pina had abundance of artful and inſinuating 
ways of fetting them off, and ſhew'd the Empe- 
ror a Complaifance capable of enfnaring the moſt 
indifferent Heart: But Claudius did not penetrate 
into the Secret of Agrippina's Deſign: He was 
too ſtupid to apprehend, that her ond Careſſes 
were rather the Effect of Policy, than of Incli- 
nation. Mean while, this was not the only 
Road that Agrippina took to advance herſelf. 
Her Pride put her upon different Meafures : 
For fearing ſhe ſhould never be able ſingly to 
carry her Point, ſne endeavour d to find a Huſ- 
band that would ſecond her Intention, and had 
Courage and Ambition enough to ſeize upon the 
Empire whenever her Uncle Claudius ſnould die. 
Galba ſeem'd to her a proper Perſon for this 
Enterprize ; his illuſtrious Birth, his great Pla- 
ces, and his powerful Intereſt, rendering him 
conſiderable both at Court and in the Empire: 
But this Roman anſwering with Coldneſs and In- 
difference to the paſſionate Overtures made by 
Agrippina, as we ſhall perceive in the Sequel, that 
Princeſs turn'd her Views another way. Criſpus 
(c) Paſſienus was the next Object ſhe pitch d upon. 
Rallery. He behaved himſelf 
ſo politickly, as well as finely, 


that he kept in the Good Graces 
of Tiberius and Caligula, tho? 


(c) Paſſienus was a noble 
Orator, whoſe Merit was re- 
warded with two Conſulates, 


and with a Statue in the Ba- 17 
in the 


ſilica Fuliana. He was grow n 

elderly when he marry'd A- 
gripping ; but tis reported that 
no Man ever carry'd his Age 
better. He was of a cheartul 
merry Temper ; and his Con- 
verſation was the more 'enga- 

ging, for his genteel way of 


it was the hardeſt thin 
World to humour thoſe ca- 
pricious Emperors, and not in- 


curr their Anger or Noon 


Nberius, for his part, as hau 
ty as he was, did not diſap- 
prove in him a certain Freedom, 


which he would not perhaps 
| = 


$ 


le had neither the Nobility, nor the Power of 
Galba; but to ſupply thoſe Deficiencies, he was 
extremely rich; and Agrippina fancy d his immenſe 
Riches would be of great Service to her, as they 
had ſeldom been known to fail in any Caſe where 
dexteroully apply d. She marry'd him therefore; 
but had the Secret of ridding herſelf of him, as 
ſoon. as ſhe had ſecured the Eftate. This came 
very ſeaſonably to the Support of her Ambition . 
by putting it in her Power to make a great Fi- 
gure, and appear every where with Diſtinction; 
which ſhe, could not wy efore, becauſe her for- 
mer, Husband ZEn0barbus left his Son Heir to a 
Third Part only of his Eftate, which was not 
very conſiderable, take it all together. Her Gran- 
deur made her ſhine at Court; but at the ſame 


* 


ore tolerated in another: and dangerous. To deny it, 
. after gas pleading one was to upbraid the Emperor 
day in the Senate, the Empe- | with his Inceſt with Druſilla, 
ror being there, headdreis'd | whom, tho” his Siſter, he then 
himſelf firſt to the Senators, | publickly kept. To anſwer 
and then to Tiberius; Patres in the Athrmative, were it 
conſeripti; & tu, Cæſar. A only out of Complaiſance, 
dangerous Liberty this, to take | would have been parting with 
wi a Prince who 'ſtudy'd | his' Honour, ruining that of 
how -to humble the Senate; his Siſter, glorying in an abo- 
and at a time too, when Flat- I minable Crime, and perhaps 
tery was very high in Vogue. accuſing himſelf. But Paſlie- 
Paſſienns was particularly fa- uuf was not at a loſs; for very 
mus for an admirable Pre- D par taking the Middle 
ſence of Mind, which never | way, he anſwer'd Caligula 
fail'd him upon any Occaſion, | with his uſual Readineſs, Not 
but often extricated him out yer, Sir. Paſſienus took 2 par- 
of ſuch Difficulties, as others | ticular Delight in Agriculture; 
would have ſunk - under. and went often to Tuſculum, 
Doubtleſs, he had great need | where he had Gardens which 
of it one day, when Caligula, | he kept extremely neat. Tis 
| to puzzle him, abruptly ask'd | reporzed, that he fo admirgd 
him, whether he had a Siſter | a Mulberry-Tree, which grew 
for his Miſtreſs, as well as | at Tuſculum, in a Wood con- 
himfelf? A Queſtion fo, ridi- | ſecrated to Diana, that he 
culous, and at the fame time ſo | went ſometimes and lay under 
captious, was enough to gravel | it, aud would gften | kiſs it, 
a Man altogether unprepared; and water it with Wine, it 
becauſe tlie Alternative ren- | the Expreſſion will bear. 
der d the Anſwer criminal S 10964 444 
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time it alarm'd the Empreſs Maſſalina; and it 
was a dangerous thing to give her Umbrage. 
Agrippina, who had too much Senſe not to ap- 
prehend that which ſhe expoſed herſelf to, che 
rather to put ſome Conftraint upon herſelf, than 
hazard her Life. From this time ſhe behaved 
with a great deal of Modeſty and Reſerve, when- 
ever ſhe was in the Emperor's Company, with 
Witneſſes preſent *deferring her Wheedles and 
Careſſes, which ſhe could hardly keep free from 
Guilt, to the more convenient Opportunities of 
their converſing alone. 6 e 
Claudius was not the only Man ſhe laviſh'd 
them upon: Her Favourg were reach'd out to 
all promiſcuouſly, whom ſhe thought capable of 
doing her Service when Occaſion ſhould offer. 
Nor was it long before one preſented, and Agrip- 
pina reap'd the Fruit of her abominable Crimes. 
Meſſalina being aſſaſſinated, as we have obſerv'd, 
Pallas, Calliſtus, and Narciſſus began to conſider of 
another Wife for the Emperor ; and each of them 
was defirous of the Honour of recommending. 
Thoſe three Free-Men had got ſuch an entire 
Maſtery of Claudius's Temper, that their Will 
was the Meaſure of his, and he did not dare con- 
tradi& any thing thoſe inſolent Miniſters agreed 
upon. Inveſted with the e Authority, 
they acted juſt as they pleas d, without Regard 
to the Laws or their Sovereign, who blindly en- 
truſted them with all his Affairs; and they were 
glad to keep him thus indolent, becauſe they 
might have the Direction of every thing. Pallas 
had the Care of the Treaſury; Narciſſus was his 
Secretary; and (d) Calliſtus anſwer d all the Peti- 


(d) Calliſtus had been Slave 
to a Private Perſon, who ex- 
ſed him to Sale among the 
iff-raff of the Chain: But 
Fortune was pleas'd to raiſe 
this Man, till ſhe made him 


Maſter of the Perſon's Life. 


and Death, who had ſet him 
to Sale with ſuch Contempt. 
For Calliſtus being receiv'd 
among Calieula's Free-Men, 
he had the Secret of gaining 
his Favour and Confidence. 
His Riſe made him inſolent; 


tions. 
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tions. In theſe important Employs, they became 
a Scourge to the whole Empire; for, as they ob- 
tain d 5 by a thouſand vile Actions, they fill'd 


them with the higheſt Inſolence. It was to theſe 
Men, that the Romans crowded to pay the Homage 
they grudged to the Firſt Ceſar : To them the moſt 
_ conſiderable Senators, and Perſons of prime Di- 
ſtinction in all the Orders of the City, ſervilely 


made their Court, for the Safety of their Lives 


and Fortunes; the three Free-Men being the Ar- 


I par of the Univerſe. | Children could not in- 


erit their Fathers Eftat&s, without their good 


Pleaſure... The Provinces +groan'd under the 


Load of Taxes they impoſed upon them, whereof 


and the baſe Submiſſion that , Senate a long Oration that he 


was paid him by thoſe who | had compoſed againſt him. 
_ courted Fortune, ſupported his | Domitius, inſtructed 2 
Infolence. There appear'd at | by Calliſtus how to behave, 


this ScoundrePs Door, all the 


Perſons of Diſtinction at Rome, 
Vvho came to make their Court 


to him, and very often return'd 


as they came, tho' they had | 


begg' d, for an Hour or two 
together only a Moment's 
Audience. Seneca affures us, 
that he has ſeen his old Ma- 
ſter waiting ſometimes whole 
Days at Calliſtas's Door, 
* without the Fayour of an Ad- 
mittance. - Scy;honins Largus 
the Phyſician dedicated a Book 


made no Anfwer to the Em- 
pron Diſcourſe 3 but larded 

iim, on the contrary, with the 
higheſt Encomiums; not for- 
getting to admire his Elo- 

uence above all things. This 
Politick Submiſſion 'appeas'd 
Caligula's Anger; who ſoon 
after made him Conſul, as a 
Reward for his yielding to 
him in point of Eloquence. 
Fr however complain'd 
to the Emperor of the Inye- 
ctives he had utter'd againſt 


to him. Tis certain, that he Domitius: To which he an- 


Was very power ful at Court; 
and Domitius Afer is-reckon'd 


indebted to him for his Life, 


Which Caligula would have 
taken away for very Jealou- 
1; Domitius having a great 
Reputation for bis Eloquence, 
wherein the Emperor preten- 
"ded to excell all the World. 
Caius was reſolv'd he ſhould 
not want an Accuſer, and 
therefore did that Office bim+ 


ſelf; and pronounced in full 


11 


ſwer' d, that the Senate would 
not for any thing but have 


] heard ſuch a hne Diſcourſe. 


| Tis believ'd Calliſtus was in 
the Secret of the Conſpiracy 
1 againſt his Maſter's Life. Bo 
Inſinuated himſelf into Clan- 
dius's Favour, by perſuading 
him, that he had Caizs's Com- 
mand to poiſon him, but that 
he always found ſome pretence 
OR other to deferr it. 
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Three was richer than Craſſus. 


197 
the Emperor receiv d but a ſmall Share. Their 


Houſes were cramm'd with the Furniture theỹß f 


acquired by Acts of Violence and Rapine: And 
in ſhort, they took care ſo to fatten themſelves 
with other Mens Subſtance, that either of the 


F 


After Narciſſus and Calliſtus had propoſed to 
Claudius, the one Patina, and the other Lollia, 
Pallas ſpoke on the behalf of Agrippina. We 
have already given you the Reaſons, he alledg d 
in her favour : They were ſuch, as determin'd 
Claudius to preferr her before the other two. There 
was no Obſtacle to remove, but their Affinity; 
for till then there was no Precedent among the 
Romans of an Uncle's marrying his Niece. They 
look d upon ſuch an Alliance as a Crime which 
could not but prove fruitful of diſmal Calamities 
to the Empire; and a Marriage of this nature 
had never beenreliſh'd, had not Vitellius, the haſeſt 
Man alive, made it paſs Muſter by one of his 
ordinary Fetches. Bad e a- 

That fawning Courtier, finding Claudius. very 
irreſolute upon the Article of his Marriage with 
Agrippina, becauſe of their Relation, he repre- 


ſented to him that there was nothing in his Soru- 


les; that a Prince was not bound hy all the 
Laws enacted for Private Perſons; that it was 
no new thing, for Reaſons of State, to diſpenſe 
ſometimes with the ordinary Rules; and that, at 


leaſt, ſince he had Scruples about marrying his 


Niece, he ought to referr himſelf to the Judg- 
ment of the Senate, the genuine Interpreters of 


the Law, becauſe their Decifion would prevent 


all Remorſe, ſuppoſing it ſhould be favourable 
to the Match. Claudius could object nothing to 
all this; and ſo to the Judgment of the Senate 
ben,, oand © wot babies 

It was not long before they met. Witelhus 
was one of the number; and after he had exag- 
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Nr gerated the Neceſſity of the Emperor's marry- 
Aunal. 1. ing again, to the end that, being made eaſy in 


his Domeſtick Affairs by a Wife, he might ap- 


ply himſelf with greater Diligence to thoſe of 


the Empire; he added, that he could not think 
there was the leaſt room for Deliberation con- 
cerning the Choice of a proper Perſon, Agrippina 
being the only one that could reaſonably be pro- 
poſed to him, on account of the eminent Quali- 
Bes which ought to adorn Czſar's Conſort, and 
which were only to be found in that Princeſs : 


That for the reſt, their Affinity ſhould be no 


Obſtacle to a Match in all other reſpects ſo ad- 
viable, becauſe the Rigour of the i ws ought 
to yield to the Neceſſities of the Republick ; that 


therefore he could not fee why they ſhould not 


conform - themſelves to the Uſages of other Na- 
tions: And in concluſion, that this would not 
be the firſt time the Laws had been mitigated, inaſ- 
much as the Marriage of Couſin-Germans, which 
was formerly forbidden, was now become very 


£5 


frequent and common. 3 
The Senate made a Decree agreeable to Vitel- 
fius's Advice, and to Agrippina's 3 She 
became Claudius's Spouſe, and by this Step aſcend- 
ed the Throne of the Empire: A Situation 
which her Deſires had long ſince anticipated. 
The Commencement of her Reign was ſignalized 
by an Action which pleas d all the Orders in 
the City. She recall d Seneca the Philoſopher 
from the Baniſhment Claudius had condemn'd 

him to, for a Crime which very ill became the 
Gravity of his Profeſſion; and conſtituted him 


Preceptor to the young Prince. Domitius. This 


Choice met with an univerſal Approbation. Se- 


_ neca's Reputation ran high at Rome; and the Citi- 


zens confided, that a Prince form'd by ſo great 


a Maſter, could imbibe none bur Sentiments of 
Vertue e,, 5 2 305 [Rv 


3 Agrippina's 
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Avgrippina's Advancement to the Station of Em- 
preſs gave her an abſolute Authority; ſo that 
all her Care now was, how to maintain what ſhe 
had got: But the Mean ſhe employ'd for this 
End were ſhameful and ent. She kept under 
a hard and ſervile Depetidence ; Perſons who 
were not conſiderable either for their Intereſt, 
or their Employs. She perſecuted ſueh as ſhe 
apprehended the leaſt Fear from, and could not 


bring to her Bow. She beſtow'd the moſt? X 
Criminal Favours in Exchange for the Friendſhip la Claud. 


of thoſe, who had Power or Intereſt enough at 
Court, to impede the Execution of her vaſt Pro- 
jects. Thoſe who had too much Reſolution to 
ſhrink at her Menaces, had not Vertue enough to 
reſiſt her Charms. And thus her Beauty and her 
Power made her an infinite Number of Crea- 
tures and Dependents. 7 eee 
This ſerv'd only to render her the more haugh- 
ty and infolent. The Emperor no ſooner made 
her his Wife, but he became her Slave.  Agrip- 
pina, the Sovereign Miſtreſs of that weak Prince, 
did every thing, order'd every thing, diſpoſed 
of every thing. When Favours were to be con- 
ferr'd, ſhe had no Regard to Birth or Merit, but 
to the Reſpe& only which they had for her Per- 
ſon. Hence appear'd at once upon the Stage of 
Fortune, a Sett of Upſtarts, who muſt for ever 
have lain dormant in the Obſcurity of their 
Birth, had it not been for ſome ſignal Crimes, 
which recommended them to Agripping's Favour. 
Vertue made but an itidifferent Figure, being 
left thus deftitute of Rewards. The Senate- 
Houſe was fill'd with Men that had no Preten- 
ſion to Honour, Blood, or Merit; while thoſe 
noble Senators, who had been the Ornament of 
Rome, were left to languiſh under Miſery and 
Contempt. The moſt illuſtrious Dignities of the 
Empire were ſully' d by pg Vileneſs of the 5 
ons 
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- ſons preferr'd to them. Mean enfranchis'd Slaves 
were advanced to the higheſt Poſts, and inveſted 
with thoſe glorious Ornaments, which were for- 
merly granted only as the Reward: of Vertue. 
The Career of Honour was now an untrodden 
Path. The way to raiſe a Man's Fortune, and 
to get Preferment, was not by ſerving the Re- 
publick: It was not by ſubduing Provinces, by 
gaining Victories, and the like Exploits, that in 
theſe unhappy Reigns Men came to be Prztors, 
Cenſors, or Conſuls. The blackeſt Crimes, on 
the contrary, were the Steps by which they a- 
ſcended to thoſe Dignities. They were not to 
be obtain'd but by Treac 


der, and Breach of Faith. 


» 


hery 5 Calumny 5 Mur- 


But what was yet more deplorable, the Senate, 


5 being compoſed of a Sett of Men of ſneaking 


Diſpoſitions, approved by their ſervile Decrees 


whatever the Emperors, or rather the Free- Men 

in their Names, propoſed: And the Edict we 
mall take notice of, made in favour of Pallas, will 

eaſily convince us, to what a wretched Servitude 


that Body was reduced; which tho' once too 


formidable to bear the Government of the Firſt 
Cæſar, could now ſhamefully cringe to a Woman, 
and even to the moſt infamous Excrements of 
the Empire. 0 97155 


Thus, after Rome had groan d under che Ty- 


Apbilin. rannical Scepter of the laſcivious Meſalina, * ſhe 
Ner. fell under that of Agrippina, who was neither leſs 
.cruel, nor leſs covetous, nor much leſs intriguing 

| 3 Tiis true, there was this Difference 


tween the two Empreſſes; that Meſſalina diſ- 


graced the Empire by abandoning herſelf to Pro- 


itutions, out of a natural Proneneſs to Debau- 


cheries of that ſort; whereas Agrippina dealt her 
Favours to ſuch only, as ſhe imagined would be 
ſexviceable to her Deſigns. Maſſalina glory d in 
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her Lewdneſs under the Veil of an outward Mo- 
deſty and Regularity. In a word, Meſſalina was 
debauch'd by Nature, and Agrippina by Policy; 


the latter diſtributing her Favours only to ſuch 


as could ſerve her Ambition, and adyance the 
Fortune of her Son, the grand Point to which 
ſhe directed all her Thoughts and her Cares, tho 


| ſhe was told before-hand, that they would certain- 


ly be repaid with the blackeſt Ingratitude : For 
that, Princeſs having one day conſulted a Chaldean ** © 


touching the Fate of her Son, the Fortune- teller 


anſwer d her, that he ſhould be Emperor, but 
ſhould put her to Death. The Evil Part of this - 
Prediction counter- balanced, no doubt, the Good 
it promis d; ſo that Agrippina had nothing to 
boaſt of in its Accompliſnment: And yet her 
Ambition did ſo byaſs her Mind from what 42. 
was Ante ende that which ſeem'd to flatter 1. 


* 5 24 | 4 rn T Anal. 14. 
her Vanity, that in the Tranſports of frantick Joy Sutton. 


me (e) cry d out, Let my Son kill me, provided he 


7E. 0 8 : G r 
As ſoon as Agrippina thought her Authority pret- 
ty well eftabliſh'd, ſhe began to ſhew her Taſte 
. of Revenge. 8 Lollia Pau ina was the firſt Victim FNiphilin. 15 
offer d to it ; and we have already remark d, that in Claud. 
nothing leſs than the Blood of her Rival could 
appeaſe that Empreſs's Jealouſy. Claudius hap- 
pening one day to ſpeak in Admiration of CA“. 
purnia 's Beauty, who was a Lady of a noble and 
Illuſtrious Family, it coſt her her Life; and any 
others, who Agrippina fear d might pretend to 

the Emperor's, Favour or Friendſhip, ſhe made 
the Objects of her Hatred and Opprefſian. . . 
Her Ayarice alſo put her upon the Commiſſion 
of many horrid Cruelties. She ſtirr'd up Infor- | 
mers againſt thoſe whoſe, Eſtates ſhe could not 


() Conſulenti ſuper Nerone, | ret: atqiit ills : Occidat, in- 
quit; dum inperet,. 
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come at by wheedling. Let them be never ſo 
innocent, it was Crime enough to be rich; and 
there was no other way of ſaving their Lives, 
than by ſacrificing their Eſtates to Agrippina's in- 
i a - fatiable Coxvetouſneſs. * Seatilius Taurus made 
the Empreſs his implacable Enemy, for not offer- 
ing ſuch a Sacrifice. That Roman was Son to 
Taurus, who had the Honour to be twice Conſul, 
and ſhew'd his Magnificence in the ſtately The- 
ater he built at a vaſt Expence in Auguſtus's 
Reign. His Gardens were reckon'd the fineſt 
in all Rome; and he kept them in the moſt nice 
and exact Order. They had often been view'd 
with a longing Eye by Agrippina; who. ſeeing no 
Overture to come at them fairly, reſolv d to get 
gow by Calumny and Detraction, her ordinary 
Reſource in ſuch Caſes 7 © 
The Court was made up of a Parcel 6f Mer- 
cenary Wretches, who would not heſitate at the 
blackeſt Crimes, provided they could raiſe their 
Fortunes, or gain the Protection of the Great ones 
thereby. And thus Agrippina was not long to 
ſeek for a Man who would undertake any thing 
| the pleas d. Tarquitins Priſcus ſoon made her 
eaſy. That vile Officer had been Taurss's Lieu- 
tenant, when he govern'd Africa with the Title 
of Proconſul; and tho' he was Witneſs of the Ver- ; 
tue and Integrity with which Taurus comported 
himſelf in his Government, he did not ſcruple 
to turn Informer 1 ** him, and to charge him 
with Extorſion and Magicxk . 
Taurus, confcious of his Innocence, was ſo aſto- 
niſn'd to find the very Man his Accuſer, ho 
could fingly have juſtify'd him againft any Ace- 
_ cuſation of that nature laid by a third Perſon, - 
that not being able to endure ſo baſe a Trea- 
chery, he prevented the Judgment of the Senat 
y \ paſſionately depriving himſelf of his Life, 
which they would 1n all — OY 
an  ſervd: 


wo 


/ 
7 
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ſerv'd ; For they were ſo well perſuaded of the 


5 
d 
55 


pina's great Credit and Intereſt, Priſcus was de- 

raded from his Office, and afterward ſhame- 
Fully expell'd the Senate-Houſe. Neither was 
that the only Puniſhment he receiv d as 


the Reward of his Perfidy; for being ſoon 


— 10 1 


. 


ſelf, he was ſentenc 
inflicted by the Laws upon that Crime; and 
People were the. more rejoiced to ſee him ſuffer, 
becauſe+; 
tion of he Proconſul Taurus. 


Agrippina was ſorely vex d at this Misfortune's 


at &w wb Oo 4 


He was charged by Junius Lupus, with carrying 
his Views to the Throne itſelf, and even with a 


Deſign to ſeize the Empire by Force. Claudius, 


V3 TY 1 


at firſt gave Ear to this heavy Accuſation; but 


Vitellius to run any Riſque, that ſhe beſtirr d her- 

ſelf vigorouſly in his a She firſt try'd 
what Intreaties would do with. the Emperor, and 

at length made uſe of ThFeats to oblige: him to 
protect the Accuſed. And ſhe puſh'd them on 

to Succeſs ; for Claudius believ'd whatever they 
_ would have him believe. Vitellius was declared 
— Innocent: Junius was ſent into Exile, and had 
) ſuffer d a great deal more for his Accuſation, if 
. Pitellius had infiſted upon it; but h eontented 
WH himſelf with that Puniſnmmen rt. 
Elate with ſuch a Train of Succeſſes, Agrippina 
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reſolv'd to carry-her Point' yer farther. In order 


; to fix her Son Domitiſ the more firmly upon 


Injuftice of this Accuſation, that maugre Agrip- 


y. well remember'd his falſe Accuſa- | 


befalling a Man who had made himſelf a Calum- 
niator merely out of Complaiſance to her: But 
that which afterward happen'd to her Prins 
Favourite Ptellias, was ten times more grating. - 


who took Fright at the leaft thing in the World, 
the Empreſs had ſo many Reaſons not to ſuffer - 


Claudius, ſhe form'd the Delign to get him adopt- 
5 8 N . 15 - | ) 3 28 ; 6-99 ed 


after accuſed and 1 of Extorſion him=* Taci. 
ed to undergo the Penalties 4nzal. 14. 


. 
4 


o 
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ted by that Emperor, tho his Son Britannicus was 
a Prince of great Hopes. Pallas uſed his Inter- 
eſt to have this Adoption take place; and he 
need only ſpeak the Word to make it ſucceed. 
Domitius was adopted by Claudius They gave 
him the Name of Nero; and the People, to au- 
7 thorize this Injuſtice, gave the Emperor a great 
many Thanks, for chooſing an Aſſiſtant to him 
in the fatiguing Cares of the Government. They 
exhauſted themſelves in Encomiums upon Nevo ; 
and Agrippina was honour'd with the Title of 


Auguſta. 8 | | 
Claudius ſoon rewarded Pallas for the Folly he 
had occaſion d him to committ ; and this Piece of 

Hiſtory is well worth the Hearing, becauſe it 

$ews the Stupidity of the Emperor, the Inſolence 

of his Free-Men, and the Servitude of the Se- 

nate. V Decree was made againſt ſuch Women, 

as proſtituted themſelves to Slaves. Claudius 

gave out, that Pallas was the Man who put him 

upon the Enafting of ſo wholſome a Law. Borea 

Soranus, and all the Senate, thereupon adviſed, 

that as an Acknowledgment for ſuch a conſidera- 

ple Service render d to the Emperor and the State, 

* Tacit. Pallas ſhould be deſired to * accept of the Or- 
Annal. ia. naments of a Prator, to wear the Ring of the 
Order of Knights, agd to receive a Preſent of 
1.5000, great Seſterces, amounting to above 50,000 
Pounds Sterling. That honeſt Free-Man, or ra- 

J. Lib. 8. cher that ſcornful Valet, as f Pliny calls him, ac- 
. cepted of all the Honours that were offer d him, 
but cut of his great Generoſity refuſed the Pre- 

ſent of Money deſign'd him; and Claudius went 

and thank'd the Senate in his Name, for their 
kind Liberality ; aſſuring them, that Pallas grate- 

| Fully. accepted the Privilege of wearing, the 


l 
* o 


Knights Ring, and of . Ornaments of 
4 Prætor; but as for the Money they offer'd 
him, he would have none of it, being refoly'd 
27 Po | £ % : / to 
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to keep his ancient Poverty. And a comforta” 
ble Poverty it was; for he was then reckon'd 
worth about a Million Sterling: . 

This remarkable Inftance of Pullas's Self-De- 
nial ſeem'd to merit new Favours. Scipio moved, 
that he might have Publick- Thanks; for, being 
deſcended from the Kings of Arcadia, he forgot 
his Nobility and the Greatneſs of his Extraction, 
to ſacrifice himſelf for the Good of the Repub- 


lick, and to ſuffer himſelf to be rank'd amon 


the Officers of the Court. And Pallas, to ſnew 
Poſterity how diſintereſted he was, inſerted in 
his Epitaph, that the Senate having offer d him 


a conſiderable Sum by way of Preſent, he con- 


tented himſelf with having deſerv'd it. I do not 
know which calls loudeſt for the Reader's Indig- 
nation; the Free-Man's Inſolence, or the: bafe 
Condeſcenſion of the Senate, thus reduced to the 
hard Neceſſity of giving a Valet, who deſerv'd 
a Halter, (to borrow Pliny's Expreſſion) Enco- 
miums that would have been reckon'd too great 
and pompous for a- Scipio, or a Pompey. But what 
can be too mean a Complaiſance, for Magiſtrates - 
who ſacrifice their Duty and their Honour to 


their Fortune and their Ambition? 
That of Agrippina was not yet fully ſatiſ- pu 
fy'd, either with the magnificent Titles ſhe en- in Ner- 


joy' d, with the high Rank to which ſhe was rais d, 
or with the conſiderable Advancement of her Son, 
whom ſhe had already brought ſo near the Throne. 
All theſe ſerv'd, on the contrary, as delicious 


Baits for her towering Pride. As ſhe made her- 


ſelf a Goddeſs upon her Elevation to the Empire, 
ſhe was for giving ſome Idea of it to the Pub- 
lick, and for that end aſcended the Capitol in a 


magnificent Chariot; a Privilege till then reſerv d 


to the Prieſts and things Sacred. Where- ever 
ſne went, ſne arrogated to herſelf the higheſt 
Honours. She flaunted it to the Publick Aſſem- 
94 58 blies, 


hed; 
. 
* 


OP Dar np OE 
blies, to the Temples, and the Walks, in a ſplen- 
did-glirtering Coach, rattling thro' the Streets 
like a Clap of Thunder, and diſplaying the ut- 

moſt Magnificence in her Dreſs. She generally 
- - wore Cloth of Gold, cover d with Jewels, which 
gave a wonderful Addition to the Luſtre of her 
Beaury. Never did a more. haughty Tyranny 
ſhew itſelf. WOE IST Pr rr 
Neither was Rome,the only Place where ſhe 
affected this grand Parade and Authority; but 
to the end that Foreign Kings and People might 
have an advantageous Opinion of her Power, ſhe 
ſent a Colony, and gave her Name toa City of the 

* Ubiz; and appear d one day upon a Scaffold, ſit- 

ting between the Roman Eagles and Standards, 
+ Tacit. where ſhe receiv'd the Homage and Submiſſi- 
. * on of Cataractus, General of the Forces of Great 
Britain, who came attended by his Wife and. 
Brethren, to thank ber for his Liberty. Laftly, 
to ſhew that ſhe did not content herſelf with 
5 and Outſide only, but had a true 
aſte of Power and Subſtance withall, ſne oppo- 
ſed the Intereſt of the Emperor's Free-Men in 
the Affair of the Jews againſt] the Samaritans - 
And tho' Claudius had given judgment in favour 
of the latter, Arippina beſtirr d herſelf for King 
Agrippa, who ſided with the Jews, till ſhe prevail'd 
with him to reverſe it, and declare for the Jews; 
ro give an Inftance of her Power and great 
G ‚ͥ·· 5! 1, 1 SONAR e 
This Aſcendant which Agrippina had gain'd 
over Claudius, and the abſolute Power of which 
ſhe gave ſuch glaring Proofs, made the whole Em- 
pire ſo ring of her Authority, that all People 
ſtrove to out- do each other in their Homage and 
.  fawning Submiſſion. The Greateſt Men in Rome 
= and in the Provinces paid their Court to her; 
| and made her the choiceſt and moſt magnificent 
- Preſents in Return for her Protection: Among 


which, a * Nightingale all white, that coſt a great 


Fd 


diſtinctly as a Man, the like whereof ha 
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* Plinius, 


deal of Money, and a t Thruſn that ſpoke NG 


out conſidering that he a&ed contrary to his own 


Intereſt ;/ and Agrippina had fo great a Confidence 


in the Emperor s Stupidity, that ſhe could not 
deviſe any thing, the Succeſs whereof ſhe doubted. 


She procured her Son the Toga virilis before his 


Time. She made Claudius grant him the Pri- 


vilege of demanding the Conſulate in the Twen- 
tieth Year of his Age, and of exerciſing the Pro- 


conſular Authority when out of Town. She 


caus'd Largeſſes to be diſtributed, in her Son's | 
Name, among the Soldiers and People, to leflen, 


by thoſe artificial means, their Afﬀection for Bri- 
tannicus, and beſpeak their Favour for Nero. 
Laſtly, ſhe got him declared Prince of the Roman 


Youth ; and to the end that the Pomp of his 
Dreſs might be aiſwerable to his Titles, when 
the Ceremony of the Games was perform'd in 
the Circus, Nero appear d richly habited in a 
Triumphal Robe, and Britannicus on the other 
hand plainly dreſs'd in his (F) Pratexta : An in- 


0 f) The Pratexta was a . Theſe young Gentlemen 
Robe worne by Senators Sons | f 

till the Age of Seventeen, | the Name of their Robe; but 
when they took the Toga vi-] that Surname was given as a 
rilis, or Man's Robe. The | Privilege and Honour to young 
| Pratexta was likewiſe calFd | Papirins, for ſhewing very 
Tos puerilis. It had a Purple f early a conſummate Prudence 
Border; and with this Robe 


in the Shape of a Heart, which | were allow'd to carry their 
hung upoa the Breaſt,in which Sons ro the Senate -Houſe, to 
they kept ſeveral things they 


upon an Occaſion that deſerves 
they wore a ſort of Gold Box | to be known. The Senators 


were call'd Pretextati, from 


— 


pt ſe xey inſtruct tllem Letimes in che 
beliey d to be good againſt, Affairs and Intereſts of che 
r + TSS: 4. * on Kio 5 5 * jurious 


| never f Ibid. 
been known, were reckon'd not the leaſt Curious. 25% 
Claudius, who did not know the Extent of 4- _ 
grippina's Capacity, gave Encouragement to all 
| her Deſigns, by his Indolence and blind Appro- 
bation of whatever that Princeſs propoſed, with- 


— neu . ˙-m Yy” yt es 
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jurious Diſtinction, which in 


* 


ired into many of 


” "wp fi 
the Officers Breaſts a great 2 for the 


Emperor's Son, which howeyer coſt them dear; 
for there was not a Man of them who ſnew'd 
himſelf in the leaſt inclined to Britamicus, but was 
diſmiſs'd the Service, and his Poſt conferr'd upon 
ſomebody of Agrippina's recommending. Geta and 
Criſpinus, Captains of the Guard, were the two 

firſt who ſuffer d for ſhewing their Efteem of 
that poor Prince. They were caſnier d, and 

their two Companies incorporated into one, and 

* Tacit. given to Burrhus, * a good Officer it muſt be con- 
_— jeſs d, but one that knew the Hand from which 
the Preſent came, and the Return he was obliged 

to e n r 

Thus did Agrippina lay hold of every Oppor- 
tunity that offer d, to ingratiate her Son with the 
Legions and the People: But none proved half 

ſo favourabley- as that which a Famine at Rome 


| # Zonar. occaſion'd. f The Empreſs, to N make the Cala- 


Tacit. 


; . there-| ly for the principal Senators 
forè took his Son with him] Ladies, told them what the 
one day, when ſome Buſineſs | Senate was about; They all 
of Importance was to be de- took the Alarm; and repair- 
bated. No ſooner was young | ing the next day to the Se nate- 
Papirius return'd home, but - Houſe, adviſed the Senhtors to 


* 


his Mother was interrogating be cautious what they did; for 


him about what paſs' d in the that ſeeing many a Husband 


Senate; but could get nothin 

out of him. His obſtinate Si- 
lence heighten'd her Curioſity 
to chat degree, that ſhe reſolv d 
to know it; and preſs d him 
ſo long, that at laſt to get rid 
of her, he told her a Falſhood, 
and ſaid they had been deh- 
berating whether it was moſt 
conducive to the Publick Good 
for a Womam to have two 
Husbands, or for a Man to 
have two Wives; and that it 
was to be decided the next 
Hays Papirius s Mother be- 
lie vd her Son's inge niousLye; 


aud ſending away immediate- 


had his Hands full enough of 
| One Wife, it would not be 
prudent to oblige him to take 
Two. The Senators not know- 
ng what they meant, deſired 
they would explain this Riddle 
to them: Which when they 
had done, the Senators laugh'd 
at their Ladies e and 
admired Papirius for his Wit, 
who rather than reveal the Se- 
crets of the Senate, choſe to 
put this ' pleaſant Trick upon 
his Mother; and therefore 


they made a folemn Decree 


to give him the Surname of 
Pretextatus. TA 
| | mity 


* 
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mity ſeem greater than in reality" it was, em- 


manded' her Emiſſaries to raiſe a fort of Tumult; 
on purpoſe to intimidate the Emperor, who being 
then indiſpoſed, had it not in his Power to ſup- 
ly the preſſing Neceſſities of the State. The 
People flock d together, and made a diſmal Out- 
cry for Bread; and the Noife of this Commo- 
tion reach d the Prince's Ears. Claudius, affright- 
ed at their tumultuous Din, which was repre- 
ſented to him as exceeding dangerous and ſedi- 
tious, declared by an Edict, which Agrippina dicta- 
red, that they need only apply themſelves to Nero, 
who was very capable of governing; for, thar 
being hinder'd by Sickneſs from providing for 
the Neceſſities of the Publick, he had eas'd him- 
oY of that Trouble, and caſt it upon Agrippina's 
ZF 
' Nero proved an apt Scholar in learning the 
Leſſons mark'd out for him by his Mother. He 
caus'd a great Quantity of Corn, which he came 
by at an eaſy rate, to be diſtributed among the 
People; and went afterward to the Capitol, at- 
tended by the Senators, to put up Prayers for 
the Emperor's Recovery; which was undoubtedly 
the fartheſt from his Withes of any thing in the 
World. Narciſſus was very ſenſible, that this was 
one of Agrippina's Grimaces. He had ſounded that 
Princeſs to the bottom, knew the Drift of her 
deepeſt Deſigns, and had more than once 
given the Clew of them to the Emperor; for, 
being his Secretary, he had frequent Opportu- 
nities of talking to him in private about theſe 
Matters. Hence Agrippina bore a mortal Grudge 
to that Free-Man, whom ſhe conſtantly found in 
her way, and always intractable: But not daring 
openly to attack him, becauſe ſhe fear d ſinking 
under ſuch an Enterprize, conſidering the Inter- 
eſt Narciſſus appear d to have with rhe Emperor 
in the Death of Meſſalina, ſhe began to think of 
PT Clandeftine 
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Clandeſtine ways to effe& his Ruin. And the 
better to ſucgeed herein, without giving the leaſt 
L ground of Jealouſy, ſhe contented herſelf with 
whiſpering things ſecretly to his Prejudice, when 
the Emperor and ſhe were alone together; and 
ſo laying the Foundation of his Ruin, by inſtill- 
ing a bad Opinion of him into Claudius by de- 
grees: To effect which, ſne took every Oppor- 
tunity that offer d, to render his Actions ſuſpici- 
ous, and incenſe the Emperor againſt him. 
She gladly embraced that which preſented on 
Occaſion of a Mock Sea- Fight upon the Lacus 
Fucinus, now call'd the Lake di Celano. Claudius 
caus d a hundred Galleys to be equipt for this 
Repreſentation. . The Banks of the Lake , and 
the adjacent Mountains were cover'd with People, 
„„ who came from Rome and other Towns to ſee 
es. the Sight. The Emperor was cloath'd in his 
Tacit. Coat of Arms, and ſeated on a Throne erected upon 
Annal. is. an Eminence; and Agrippina appear d very magni- 

_ z, ficently dreſs d, on another Throne ole by the 
Emperor s. This Combat was perform'd without 
any Diſorder; but the ſame cannot be ſaid of 
that which Claudius afterward deſired to ſee act- 
Ad by Men on Foot. Bridges were made upon 
the Lake for this purpoſe ; and a particular Place 


magnificent Regale after the Diverſion. This 
happen d to be juſt at the Mouth of the Lake, 
where the Water uſed to diſcharge itſelf ; and 
ſo the Diverſion they promis'd themſelves was 
changed into the ſaddeft Diſaſter : For a Bank 
being cut, to let the Water paſs into a Canal 
made expreſly to receive it, it ruſh'd out with 
Tuch a Weight and Impetuoſity, as carry'd all 
before it; whereby many Perſons were drown'd : 
And a general Fright prevailing, thoſe next the 
Water, to avoid the Danger, ran over the Per- 
ſons next them, and theſe over others 11 


was fitted for the Emperor to give his Court a 
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and all ſcreaming out, their Cries ſtruck Terror 
far and wide. A greater Confuſion was hardly 
ever known. A N * 11 
Claudius, being naturally timorous, was diſ- 
mally frighten d; and Agrippina obſerving it, took 
that favourable Opportunity to do NVarciſſuss Bu- 
ſineſs. She charged all the Blame of the Acci- 
dent at his Door, becauſe he had the Overſight 
of that Work. She told the Emperor, they were 
indebted to his Free- Man Narciſſus for this Diſ- 
aſter, who had out of his ſordid Avarice apply'd 
the Money to his own Uſe, which was given for 
their Sports; that notwithſtanding his Preten- 
ſions to Fidelity and the Service of his Prince, he 
did nothing but fleece the People; that the Pro- 
vinces groan d under his Oppreſſion; and that 
his immenſe Riches were yet unſatisfactory to 
his greedy Tempe 7 te By Ot 
15 "Narciſſus defended himſelf with a great deal of 
Courage. He accuſed Agrippina with an intole- 
rable Pride, and a boundleſs Ambition. He af- 
ſured the Emperor, that the ground of her Ha- 
tred to him, was not becauſe he was Rich, but 
becauſe he would not give into her wicked De- 
ſigns, and ſhe found him too faithful to his Ma- 
ſter. Narciſſus was certainly in the right; and 
had Reaſon to believe, that was the Cauſe of her 
| — Nor did he ſcruple to explain himſelf 
' theretpon, one day, when being in Company with 
ſeveral of his particular Friends, and ſpeaking 
his Mind freely, he declared to them, that he _ 
expected nothing but Death, whether Britannicus 
or Nero ſacceeded Claudius. Britaumicus, he ſaid, * Tacie. 
would not let him live, out of Revenge for his Auna. 12. 
Mother Meſalina; and Nero would ſacrifice him ©? $* 
to the Fury of his Mother Agrippina. But he 
added, that whatever befell him, he thought the 
Obligations he had to the Emperor did not al- 
Tow him to betray his Intereſts; that this was 
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what had induced him to put Meſſalina to Death, 
who diſnhonour d herſelf and his Maſter by her 
abominable Proſtitutions; and that he had the 
{ſame Reaſon to acquaint Claudius with dgrippina's 
» {baſe Deſigns, wWho was none of the chaſteſt of 
MWomen. He concluded, that it had not been half 
o dangerous to the Emperor for Maſſalina to have 
+Jived ; becauſe as ſhe minded nothing but her 
Pleaſures, ſne never had any Thought of taking 
away the Emperor's Life; whereas Agrippina, who 
had — deſtroy d all the Imperial Race, was 
aiming at no leſs than to ſecure the Throne to 
. her Poſterity. 
Claudius had, For: his part, reflected u pon theſe 
things himſelf. He had been inform! fee that 4- 
- grippiza did not , behave with all the Prudence 
that was expected from her. He had heard of 
| ſome of her Amours, and was convinced of her 
towering Projects. One day therefore, when his 
Mine had got the better of him, he inconſide- 
rately — that he bore with his Wives 
Pranks for a Time, but knew how to come even 
with them at laſt. Theſe Words were told to 
Agrippina, who apprehending that ſhe ſhould meet 
With Miaſſalinas Fate, reſolv d to diſpateh her 
FHusband Claudius. Bur before ſhe ruck this great 
* . Blow, ſhe thought it adviſable to rid herſeif of 
Aunal. 1a. Domitia Lepida, Nero s, Aunt, whom ſhe accuſed 
of, Magick, and of attempting to make away with 
the Emperor's Wife by Enchantment; adding, 
that hes Ill. Wil to the State was plainly ſeen in 
the Revolt of her Slaves in Calabria. 
Narciſſus openly eſpouſed Domitia s Intereſt, apd 
juſtify d her againſt al the. pretended Crimes laid 
-to her Charge. Nevertheleſs, Agrippiva's Autho- 
+rity-proved more than a Match for Nareiſſus's 
+ Credit; and Domitia was condemn'd to loſe; her 
Life. The Intereſt which the Empreis had in 
that Lady's Death, appear; d ſoon after; for Do- 


mitia 
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mitia having a plentiful Eſtate, was very li- 
beral, it ſeems, to her Nephew Nero, who in 
Return ſnhew'd a great Affection for his Aunt, 
at the ſame time that he ſhunn'd- his Mother's 
Sight, on account of the Auſterity with which 
ſhe treated him: Which put Agrippina out of ? 
Humour with Domitia, of whom ſhe was alſo 
- jealous, becauſe ſhe was as handſome, as. well 
born, and as immodeſt as herſelf, | 
Mean time, the Emperor knew that Domitia 
was unjuſtly condemn'd, and that her Ruin was 
owing to the Artifices of his Wife Agrippina. 
He conſider d ſeriouſly of the Empreſs's Conduct, 
recollected all that Narciſſus had told him, and 
made his Reflexions upon it; which gave him 
ſuch; an Inquietude, that he reſolv d to go to 
(g Sinueſſa, to alleviate his Cares. But inſtead 
of relieving his anxious Thoughts, he there met 
with his End. Agrippina took that Opportu- Tacie: 
nity. to poiſon him, becauſe there could not be nal. ia. 
ſo many Witneſſes of her Crime at Sinueſſa, as | 
there would have been at Rome. f She employ d f Seton: 
the famous Locuſta, and order d her to make up Claud. 
a good nimble Doſe. It was l adminiſter d in a || Dio, _ 
Ragoo of Muſhrooms, which Claudius "mightily , Can, 
_ admired ; but becauſe it work d but ſiowly, ande 
the Emperor vomiting, they were afraid it would 
loſe its Effect,  Xenophon, a mercenary Phyſician, + Aurel. 
that would do any thing Agrippina bid him, pre-. Ex- 
tending to help Claudius to vomit, tickled his 7. 
Throat with a Feather dipt in a ſubtile, ſearenn- 
ing Poiſon ; upon which, in a fe Moments time, 
he gave mp ⸗the Wet. „ 


(g) Sinueſſa was a City of Place alſo was very fine, and 
Latium, whoſe Baths were in the Waters equally good. 
great Reputation for recover - ¶ Sinueſſanæ aquæ ſterilitatem 
ing Perſons who had been diſ-¶ fœminarum, & virorum inſa- 

order'd in their Sen niam abolere produntur; lays 


\ 


4 ſes, and 

for making barren Women | Pliny. It is now a Town call d 

prolifick. The Air of this Rocca di Mondragone. 
| Agrippina 
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Agrippina made it her Buſineſs to conceal tlie 
: Emperor's Death, to give herſelf Time to diſ- 
poſe Matters in her Son's Favour. She ſummon'd 
the Senate and Conſuls to put up Vows for his 
- Majeſty's Recovery: She cover'd him over, as 
i it were to keep him warm; and to colour her 
+ Deſign the better, ſhe ſent for the Comedians, 
and told them the Emperor deſired them to di- 
vert him. Laſtly, to prevent any one's telling 
Britannicus and Octavia of their Father's Death, 
ſhe kept them mew'd up in a Chamber, amuſing 
them with feign'd Careſſes, and affecting the Ten- 
. derneſs of a Mother to them. 22 SEA 
.. Nevertheleſs, the Report of Claudiu:'s Death 
was ſoon ſpread in the City of Rome. Nero, 
accompany d by Burrbus, ſhew'd himſelf to the 
Legions; he made them large Promiſes ; and they 
hearing nothing of Br#amicus, proclaim d Agrip- 
.  - pina's Son their Emperor. This precipitate E- 
lection was immediately-confirm'd by a Decree of 
the Senate, who ſoon after made another, to 
rank Claudius among the Gods; and Nero, well 
Knowing how that poor Prince loft his Life by 
eating of Muſhrooms, always afterward call'd 


en. Muſhrooms the Food of the Gods. 


in Nn Agrippina ſeeing now the Accompliſhment of her 
3. | Defires, turn d es Thoughts — the Satisfaction 
of her Revenge. She faſten'd like a Maſtiff upon 
tthoſe who had thwarted her Intentions, and thoſe 
From whom ſhe! believ'd' ſhe! had any thing to 

+ Tach. fear. f Junius Silanus was the firſt Victim o er d 
Annal. 13. up to her Hatred and Revenge. That Prince, 
n who was calld by Caligula the Golden Sheep, on 
account of his Good-Nature and Sweetneſs of 

" Temper, was Great-Grand-Son to Auguſtus ; and 
govern d Aſia in the quality of Proconſul. A- 
"grippina ſtood in Awe of him, as well for his high 
Birth, as for the Affection of the People of Rome 
toward him, who openly declared that 9 


, 
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be promoted to the Empire; for that he deſerv d 
it, and was more capable of governing, than Nero 
a raw, unexperienced young Man, who had made 
his way to the Throne thro' a Scene of horrid 
Villany. There was another Reaſon alſo 
for Agrippina to rid herſelf of Silanus; to wit, 
her Fear leſt he ſhould one day revenge the 
Death of his Brother Lucius Silanus, which ſhe 
procured in the Manner above related. 'Theſe 
were the Proconſul's Crimes. Agrippina got 
him poiſon'd, and ſo eas'd herſelf of all her 
Apprehenſions. | 25 
Narciſſus was the ſecond Perſon proſcribed. 
Agrippina bore him a mortal Grudge, becauſe ſne 
had always found his Fidelity Proof againſt her 
Promiſes and her 'Threatnings: A rare Vertue 
in an Age when Perfidy and Treaſon were chiefly 
rewarded. Claudius therefore was no ſooner 
dead, but Narciſſus was ſeiz'd and cloſely con- 
fined in Priſon, and made to languiſh in ſuch Mi- 
ſery, as induced him to lay violent Hands on 
himſelf, tho' Nero would willingly have ſaved him. 
A memorable and inſtructive Inſtance of the Vi- 
ciſſitude of human Affairs; Fortune ſmiling on 
us for a while, only to humble us the more cru- 
elly hereafter: Or rather, a plain but terrible 
| Leſſon for thoſe mercileſs Blood-ſuckers, who de- 
 vour the People, and ſqueeze all their Subſtance 
out of them by Extorſion, till it pleaſes God, in 
his juſt Judgment, to permitt them to return to 
their priſtine Indigence and Poverty. Narciſſus, 
to ſpeak Truth, did not deſerve a better Fate; 
for it * was juſt to ſee the Man dying of Want « »;,,- 
and Miſery, who had heap'd up prodigious Wealth 7b. 50. 
at the Expence of the Univerſe, and made him- Seton. 
ſelf richer, by Oppreſſion and Rapine, than ever co 
was Craſſus, or the Kings of Peri. ebend. 
Agrippina had promis d ſeveral other Victims Sat. 4. 
to her Reſentment; W and Seneca, who 
did 
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lid not always approve her Actions, oppoſed ſuch 
violent Meaſures. Being Nero's Governors, they 
had an equal Influence over him; but tho' their 
Manners and Characters were different, Burrhus 
being more ſevere, and Seneca more gentle, yet 
they agreed mighty well, and acted in Concert 
to make the Emperor a vertuous Prince, and to 
put a Curb upon his Mother's Ambition. 'That 
Princeſs's Favourite Miniſter was Pallas, in whom 
ſhe confided all her Affairs; and this Free-Man, 
who had abuſed the abſolute Power he enjoy'd 
during Claudius s Reign, was willing to govern un- 
der Nero alſo: But the Emperor was not of a 
Temper to be ruled by a Free-man groun in- 
ſupportable, thro' an arrogant Severity by no 
means agreeable to Nero's Taſte. Beſide, Burrhus 
and Seneca did not care he ſhould be guided by 
any body's Lights but their own : They look d 
upon the Inſtructions which other Perſons gave 
him, as Invaſions of their Property; and for this 
Cauſe they ruin'd Pallas in the Opinion of their 
Maſter, and reſolv'd to check Agrippina's Pride, 
by taking all Opportunities to mortify her, who 
under Cover of her Son's Name govern'd the 

Empire according to her Pleaſure. Mat 

he firſt that preſented, was the Audience 
Nero gave to the Ambaſſadors of Armenia. 'Thoſe 
Gentlemen came to Rome upon ſome Affair of 
their Nation; and the Emperor had appointed them 
a certain Day for Admittance. The Time being 
*X/ibilin. come, Nero ſeated himſelf upon a Throne to 
in Ner. hear them; and Agrippina attributing her Son's 
Advancement to herſelf, thought ſhe had a Right 
to govern, and (demanded to fit by the Emperor 
upon the Throne, Now it would certainly have 
been a ſhameful and unheard-of Sight, for a 
Woman to preſide in an Action of that State 
and Magnificence ; and the Ambaſſadors, who had 
conceiv'd prodigious Ideas of the Majeſty and 
Grandeur 


? 
' 
4 
| | 
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Grandenr of the Roman Empire, ſeeing the baſe 
Servitude of its People, and their blind Depen- 
dence on the Will of a Woman, whoſe immode- 
rate -Ambition gave Laws to the whole Earth, 
muft of neceſſity very much abate the high O- 
pinion they had entertain'd, and take up Noti- 
ons of the Romans quite different from what 
they were before ſo full of. Nero probably made 
theſe Reflexions himſelf; and tho' he had a very 
great Reſpect for his Mother at that time, yet 
he could not forbear ſhewing his Diſlike of this 
Innovation. However, Agrippina advanced with- 
out any one's ſpeaking a Word, till * Seneca, Tacit. 
conſidering the Blemiſh her Pride was going to Annal.46 
caft upon the Empire, adviſed Nero to come down 
from the Throne, as if he intended to receive 
his Mother, and do her Honour. 'The Emperor 
did ſo; and a great many Compliments and Ci- 
vilities pad, tiil ſome Excuſe was found to de- 
ferr the Audience till another time. | 
This Enterprize of Agrippina convinced Burrhus 
and Seneca of her Deſign to govern the Empire, 
and to have the ſole Direction of Affairs. They 
enter d into a ſtricter League therefore againſt 
her, and concerted Meaſures to fruſtrate her 
ambitious Views: But the Meaſures they took, 
were neither right, nor prudent. f They con- t Dio, 
nived at Nero's Paſſion for Ae, who had been a (. 61. 
Slave, for the ſake of oppoſing her Intereſt to the 
haughty Government off the Empreſs; and by 
that baſe Compliance introduced a great deal of 
Diſorder. For Nero taking a Fancy to marry 
this Ate, with whom he was deſperately ena- 
mour'd, had like to have ſubverted all the Laws 
of his Country. | 
Agrippina ſoon perceiv'd that her Influence with 
the Emperor dwindled in proportion as Acte's 
advanced; and not able to endure her Power 
| ſhould be rival'd by a miſerable Concubine, ſne be- 
> F 2 gan 


* Sueton. 
in Ner. 


1 Tacit. 
Annal. 
Dio, 1. 61 . 
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gan to rail againſt her Son in the bittereſt Terms. 
They had not, however, the Effect ſne promis'd 
herſelf; for inſtead of alienating the Prince's Mind 
from the Obje& of his Love, they did but in- 
flame 1t the more; and Agrippina growing more 


jealous, as Acte grew more powerful, that Em- 


preſs was ſo enraged againſt her Son, that at 
length Nero was tired with her importunate Re- 
primands, and loſt the Reſpe& he had formerly 

aid her. Moreover, to render her odious to the 
ends he gave out that he would abdi- 
cate the- Empire, and retire to Rhodes, where he 
ſaid he ſhould be out of the Hearing of his 
Mother's Outcries and Complaints. This + Dif- 
ference between Nero and Agrippina afforded good 
Diverſion at Rome more than once; for in the 
Tranſports of their Fury, they would now and 
then blab Truths which ſoon reach'd the Ears 


of the Publick. 


Nevertheleſs, the Emperor conſide that he 
had ſeveral Reaſons to induce him to carry fair 
with his Mother. He feign'd a ſort of Indiffe- 
rence for Ae; and when he had a mind to make 
her a Preſent, he convey'd it to her by the Hands 
of his Favourite Serenus. Agrippina, whoſe Eyes 
were continually upon the Conduct of her Son, 
took this Feint of Nero to be either Repentance 
of his Crime, or an Effect of ſome Diſtaſte; and 
therefore, to cure him entirely of his Paſſion for 


Ace, ſhe not only careſs'd him after an extra- 


ordinary manner, but carry'd her Complaiſance 
a great deal too far. Nay ſhe forgot for a while 
her wonted Pride, and was the forwardeſt in 
cenſuring her own paſt Conduct. She condemn'd 
the Violence of her Paſſions; and, to ſhew her 


Son how deſirous ſhe was to live in a perfect 


Harmony with him, ſhe offer'd to do him what 


Service ſhe could in his Pleaſures and Intrigues. 
But the Emperor, putting very little Confidence 


iN 
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in his Mother, was always upon his Guard againſt 
her fair Promiſes, wherein he knew there was a 
great Mixture of Art; fo that in ſpight of all 
the Caution he could uſe, he happen'd to drop 
an Expreſſion that ſavour'd of Diſtruſt ; and A- 
grippina, whoſe Apprehenſion was quick enough, 
catching it, could not help declaring her Concern 
for it. This revived their old Quarrels; and 
thus their Miſunderſtanding grew wider than 
erer. | 
Agrippina was the firſt that publickly ſhew'd 
it. Nero having one day ſent her the richeſt 
and moft valuable Effects he could find in the 
Palace ; with the Habits, Jewels, and precious 
Stones of the former Empreſles ; ſhe look'd upon 
his Liberality as a downright Affront, and anſwer d 
the Meſſengers with an Air of Pride and Con- 
tempt, that ſne did not prink herſelf up at that 
rate; that her Son did not make her any Pre- 
ſent in ſending her thoſe things; for that at 
moſt he * did but give back a Part of what he * Tacit. 
had receiv'd from her; and that thus he was for Annal. 13. 
dividing with her, after ſne had given him the 
Whole. Theſe Words were ſcraped together, 
and carry d to Nero by Perſons who put them in 
a worſe Dreſs than they were deliver'd. Nero 
was prodigiouſly enraged at them; and to revenge 
himſelf, without falling foul on his Mother, he 
diſmiſs'd Pallas from his Office of High Trea- 
ſurer. I 
The Diſgrace of that Free-Man, with whom 
Agrippina was in the cloſeſt and the moſt ſcanda- 
lous Alliance, fill'd the Meaſure of the Empreſs's 
Wrath. She now regarded no Meaſures, nor 
Management. Rome was fill'd with the Noiſe of \ 
her Rage and Fury, which ſhe carry'd to the 
very Palace, and threaten'd Nero to make Prince 
Britannicus Emperor; to conduct him to the Ar- 
mies, and ſhew the Legions Claudiuss Lawful 
7 1 Succeſſor; 
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Succeſſor; and to expoſe to the whole Empire 


the many Criminal Methods uſed to advance her 


Husband's Adoptive Son to the Throne, in pre- 
judice to the true Heir; being ſure, ſhe ſaid, 
that the Troops would hearken to the Daughter 
of Germanicus, ſooner than to Burrhus that Scoun- 
drel, or to Seneca that mercenary Fellow, that in- 
famous Exile, who thus pretended to uſurp the 
Government. Theſe Menaces were ſucceeded 
by Volleys of the moſt injurious Reproaches her 
Fury could dictate ; after which, ſhe began to in- 
voke the Divine Claudius, and the Manes of Si- 
Janus ; and at laſt abandoning herſelf entirely to 
her Paſſion, ſhe flew at her Son, and had like to 
have beat him, 

Nero never was in ſo great Perplexity in his 
Life, He knew his Mother to be a Woman ca- 
pable of carrying things to the laſt Extremity, 
and was therefore thunder-ſtruck with her ter- 
rible Menaces. He took particular Notice of 
what ſhe had ſaid in relation to Britannicus, who 
was now of Age to make himſelf formidable, and 


to know the Right he had to the Empire, which, 


to ſpeak the Truth, he was robb'd of. And in 


F Tacit. ſhort, that young Prince gave him a plain 


Annal. 13+; 


faßt 15- 


Proof of his Sentiments ; for being one day at an 
Aſſembly for Diverſion, they were to chooſe a 
King who ſhould command the reſt of the Com- 
pany to do what he pleasd; and it falling to 
Nero's Lot to be King, he commanded Britaunicus 
to ſing a Song, with deſign to expoſe kim. The 
Prince readily obey'd, and very 4 propos ſung one, 
wherein he told them they had traiterouſiy de- 


prived him of his Father's Throne. His Song, 


which ſeem'd as if contrived on purpoſe, was 
very moving to all that heard it, and daſh'd Nero 

to ſuch a degree, that not doubting but Britan- 
cus was capable of making proper Rellexions, 


| he 


* 
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he reſoly'd to rid himſelf of that dangerous Com- 
petitor. : 


But * Nero was ridiculouſly jealous of Britan-* Sueton. 
nicus for another Reaſon equally weak and un-'” Ner. 


juſt ; namely, becauſe he ſung well; and Nero, 


who would fain have paſs'd for the fineſt Singer 


in the World, could not bear to be excell'd by 
Hritannicus So that this poor Prince, being both 
fear'd and hated by the Emperor, was removed 
by a Doſe of Poiſon. „ | 
Agrippina was never ſuſpected of being con- 
cern'd in his Death. Her Sorrow and Surprize 
to ſee his ſudden Change, juftify'd her, on the 
contrary, to all the World : And indeed, her Ap- 
prehenſion was juft ; for in loſing Britannicus, ſhe 
loſt her laſt Reſort, the only Prop that could up- 


hold her Power already grown very decrepit, 


and the only Shelter ſhe could fly to, in Stormy 
Seaſons. | 


Deftitute of this Support, ſhe grew wondrouſlly 


civil to her Friends,. and began to hold pri- 


vate Caballs with them. She made abundance of 
Proteſtations of her Good-Will ro the Centuri- 
ons and other Officers of the Army, and in ſhort 
to every Perſon inveſted with any Authority, as 
if ſhe had reſolv'd to form a Party, and give 
herſelf ſome Weight with Nero : But that Prince, 


who was ſo far from paying her the Reſpe& he 


formerly did, that he now fail'd even in point 
of natural Duty and Affection, ſaw thro' her 
Deſigns; and to render them abortive, he diſ- 
miſs'd the Guards till then allow'd her as Mo- 
ther and Wife to Emperors ; he obliged her to 
live in Antonias Houſe, where he viſited her 
but very ſeldom, and never without a great 
Attendance ; and laſtly, to carry his Cruelty yet 


farther, he t made her quit Rome, and gave her 
a ſorry Houſe to live in without the Toun 322 Ner. 
whither he ſent a Pack of yile Wretches to IP 


F< inſult 


Sueton. 


x 


/ .216- AcRIPPINA _ 
inſult and abuſe her, after the moſt brutiſh and 
ſcandalous manner. | 
Sh From this Moment, Agrippina found the Scene 
Die, was changed. All her Grandeur was ſunk; 
and her Credit and Authority vaniſh'd. That 
Tdol, - to which all the World had bow'd the 
Knee, now receiv dno more Homage, nor Incenſe. 
Not ſo much as the Veſtiges of her Dignity, 
nor the leaft Shadow of that extravagant Power 
ſhe had ſo haughtily exerciſed, now remain'd; 
and that Empreſs, upon whom the whole World 
had preſs, to render the Homage of their pro- 
x N foundeſt Regards, f now ſaw herſelf ſo entirely 
ae. abandon'd, that of all the Crowd of Courtiers 
who had juſt before been adoring her Fortune, 
not a Soul appear d, except a few Women, who 
viſited her perhaps not ſo much out of Friend- 
ſhip and to comiort her under her Misfortunes, 
as to hear her Complaints, and with miſchievous 
Intent to obſerve all her Motions, and keep a 
Regiſter of her Words, on purpoſe to give Nero 
an Account of them. Thys do Men turn about 
with Fortune; inſomuch that it is not uncommon _ 
to ſee Perſons engage againſt us, who have made 
us the loudeſt Proteſtations of their Friendſhip ; 
Fe as Agrippina found by woful Experience: For 
177 Silana, who had been her particular Friend, was 
"i | one of the forwardeſt in her Proſecution, and 
| induced Paris to charge her with a Deſign toinvade 
| the Em Ire. It is true, Silana had her Reaſons 7? 
| not to {pare Agrippina ; but ſhe proved unfortu- 
(2 nate in her Revenge. 7 2 
Silana was a Lady of an illuſtrious Birth; an 
exquiſite Beauty, help'd however with Study and 
Affectation; and a very great Fortune. She 
fſtruck an intimate Friendſhip with Agrippina, 
which the Empreſs cultivated with a good deal 
of Care, becauſe as the had a fine Eſtate, and no 
Children, ſhe had Expectation of being her * 


* 
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In this ſelfiſh View, ſhe gave Silana frequent 
Marks of her Favour and Eſteem ; tho we need 
not doubt ſhe lov'd her Eftate better than her 
Perſon : For Sextus Africanus, a Roman Knight, 
having reſolv'd to marry that Lady; Agrippina, 
who * her Hopes and her Avarice diſappoint- 
ed in that Match, left no Stone unturn'd to 
prevail with Africanus to break it off; ſometimes 
by giving him a very injurious Character of Si- 
lana, and even ſuggeſting things incompatible 
with her Vertue; at other times, by telling him 
it was ridiculous, not to ſay monſtrous, for a 
young Gentleman, as he was, to think of marry- 
ing a Lady paſt the Age of Pleaſures, the Wrin- 
kles in whoſe Forehead were a very plain In- 
dication of her Years. In a word, ſhe follow'd 
him ſo cloſe, that ſhe forced him to alter the fa- 
vourable Sentiments he had of Silana. 

Silana was not to ſeek for the Author of A 
fricanuss Indifference. She was fill'd with the 
bittereſt Reſentment of ſuch Ufage at the Hands 
of her Friend, and took the Opportunity of Agrip- 
pina's Diſgrace to ſatify her Revenge. To carry on 
this Deſign with as little Danger as poſſible, ſhe 
employ'd two of her Confidents, who perſuaded 
Paris the Comedian to turn Informer againſt the 
Empreſs. Paris could hardly miſs of acting well 
a Part fo agreeable to his Profeſſion. He went 
to Nero one Night when he was carouzing, and 
approaching him with a ſorrowful Countenance 
to denote the Greatneſs of the Danger he came 
to warn him againſt, he told him fighing, that 
he had diſcover'd the moſt dangerous Conſpiracy 
that could poſſibly be form'd againſt him, his own 
Mother being at the Head of it ; who, not able 
to ſee any body reign but herſelf, had enter d 
into Engagements with Rubellius Plautus, intend- 
ing to advance him to the Empire, and to recover 
the Government by vertue of that Marriage : 


* Tactt. 
Anual.1;, 
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And that it was for no other Reaſon but to puſh 


this Stroke of her Ambition to Succeſs, that ſhe 
choſe to make that Roman her Husband ; the 
Luſtre of whoſe Birth, he being Great Grand- 
Son to Auguſtus, could not in her Opinion fail 
of ſecuring to him a great many Friends. 

This News did ſo ftartle Nero, that he was 
thinking at firſt to put both his Mother and 
Plautus to Death: But Burrhus, whoſe Counſels 
were always mighty ſedate, prevented the Exe- 
cution of that Thought. He repreſented to the 
Emperor, that every Criminal had a Right to 
be heard in his Defence, much more a Mother : 
That there was but one Evidence againſt Agrip- 
pina; and he charged her with a Crime almoſt 
incredible: That this Accuſation, coming from 
the Mouth of a Scoundrel, deſerv'd very little 
Credit: But that were it never ſo juſt, the World 


would be apt to cenſure ſo violent a Reſolution 


taken in the Dark, and over a Glaſs of Wine. 
He added, that he did not pretend to juſtify 
Agrippina; but on the contrary was for having 
the Matter of her Charge ſifted to the bottom; 
and if ſhe was found Guilty, he himſelf would 
be her Judge and Executioner. 333 

Mero gave into Burrhus's Reaſons, and ſent 
him and Seneca, and ſeveral Free-Men, to his 
Mother the next Morning, to hear what ſhe had 
to ſay in her Defence. Burrhus interrogated 
the Empreſs concerning the Crime laid to her 
Charge; and he did it with a menacing Air, 
enough to have frighted any Woman but herſelf : 
But Agrippina loft neither her Pride nor her Cou- 
rage upon this Occaſion. She anſwer d Burrhus 
with a ſort of Contempt and Diſdain, That it 


was not ſurprizing that Silana, who never had a 


Son or Daughter, ſnould be ignorant of the Ten- 
derneſs of Mothers toward their Children; but 
that ſne would make her to know, that it was 


not 
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not ſo eaſy for a Mother to change Children, as 
for a Harlot to change Gallants and Adulterers : 
That ſurely her Enemies, by their producing the 
infamous Atimetus and the Comedian Paris as E- 
vidence againſt her, had a mind to act a Dra- 
matick Piece: That an Accuſation form'd by ſuch 
Fellows as theſe, ought to meet with no manner 
of Credit: That ſhe challenged her Enemies to 
bring the ſingle Evidence of any reputable Per- 
ſon, to convi her of making Intereſt with the 
Cohorts in the City, or of ſounding the Fide- 
lity of the Provinces, or of tampering with the 
Slaves and Free-Men, to excite an Inſurrection 
againſt her Son. Moreover, ſhe demonſtrated to 
them, that the Deſign they accuſed her of, was 
not conſiſtent with her own Intereſt ; becauſe, ſhe 
ſaid, if Britannicus had been Emperor, ſhe might 
have flatter'd herſelf with living free from Dan- 
ger; bur that ſhe could not hope this, if Plautus 
or any other Perſon had the Sovereign Authority, 
becauſe 1n that caſe Enemies would not be want- 
ing to accuſe her of Crimes, which none but a 
Son would pardon in a Mother. 

To hear the Empreſs juſtify herſelf in this 
manner, affected her Examinants with the ten- 
dereſt Compaſſion. They endeavour d to calm 
her ruffled Spirit; but ſhe demanded that they 
would permitt her to ſpeak to her Son. When 
ſhe appear d before him, ſhe did not pretend to 
vindicate herſelf, as thinking it beneath her to 
take notice of the vile Calumnies rais'd againſt 
her ; neither did ſhe open her Mouth of all that 
ſhe had done for the Emperor her Son, becauſe 
ſhe would not ſeem to reproach him: But ſhe | 
peremptorily demanded of Nero at once, that her 
Accuſers might be puniſh'd for their Malice, and 
her Friends rewarded for their Fidelity: Both 
which were granted her. Slana was baniſn'd; 
Atimetus was put to Death ; and the Intendance 


220 ARI PINA, 


of Proviſions, the Government of Egypt, and other 


conſiderable Employs were conferr'd upon Crea- 


* Tacit. 
Annal. 14 
cap · 2. 


Sueton. 
in * 
ap. 28. 
2. Vie. 
Excerpt. 
in D. Ner. 


tures of Agrippina. Thus do the Tempeſts rais'd 
by our Malice to fall upon the Heads of our 
Enemies, very frequently burſt over our own. 

Agrippina having turn'd the Artifice her Ene- 
mies had uſed for her Deſtruction, to the Re- 
eſtabliſhment of her Power, ſhe ſacrificed every 


thing to its Preſervation ; inſomuch that the 


Rules of Modeſty forbid the Relation of the 
Means ſhe employ'd for this purpoſe. As ſhe 
ſaw her Intereft in the Scale with that of Sabina 
Poppæa, of whom Nero then began to be very 
much enamour'd, ſhe oppoſed all her Charms to 
thoſe of that Lady; for ſhe knew her Son was 
very ſuſceptible of Love, and that he had no 
Regard to any thing, when his Pleaſures were 
concern'd: And thus ſhe form'd the brutiſh 
Deſign of producing ſuch Sentiments in the Heart 
of her Son, as force Nature to recoil; flatterin 
herſelf ſhe ſhould be able to wear off Nero's At- 
fection for Poppæa, by dint of infamous Careſſes, 
and ſcandalous and immodeſt Behaviour. Some- 
times ſhe would go to him when he was drinking 
and heated with Wine, and put herſelf in a Po- 
ſture the moſt likely to provoke him to Sin; at 
other times ſhe affected to diſplay her Charms 
before him, with as little Reſerve, as ſhe would 
have done before a Gallant ſhe was in Love with. 
If ſhe went in a Litter with him, ſhe + uſed Cri- 
minal Careſſes to receive agreeable Returns; and 
too often it appear'd, that Agrippina's inceſtuous 
Flames had their deteſtable Effect upon Nero. 
Mean time, Agrippina did not reap all the Sa- 


tisfaction ſhe promis d herſelf from her Crime; 
for Nero was ſoon tired of her, and abandon d 


himſelf entirely to his Paſſion for Poppæa, while 
the Empreſs was forced to undergo the cruelleſt 


_  Tortures of Jealouſy, Poppæa, for her part, was 


not 
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not idle; but greedily ſnatch'd the Opportunity 
of the Emperor's favourable Diſpoſition toward 
her. She was continually ſetting him againſt “ Xiphilin. 
his Mother, and telling him Agrippina could not D; _ SRP 
bear any Dominion but her own; that every 
Power ſuperior to hers was inſupportable; and 
that he ought to guard well againſt an immode- 
rate Ambition, which would ftick at nothing to 
remove any Obſtacle to its Views. Nero, eaſily 
taking Diſtaſte at his Mother, and believing what 
Poppaa ſaid to be true, reſolv'd to put her to 
Death who had given him both his Life and his 
Empire, and to get rid of a Perſon he now 
look'd upon as a declared Enemy to his Pleaſures, 
and the moſt formidable Hindrance to his Fe- 
licity. R | 
He had long meditated this Deſign, and had 
now nothing to do but to remove the Suſpicion 
of it from himſelf. It was upon this account, 
that he did not approve of any violent Method, 
becauſe he judgd that would make. too much 
Noiſe ; and therefore he t attempted ſeveral times f Tacis. 
to poiſon his Mother, and particularly || at an 22 5 
Entertainment given for that purpoſe by Otho tojy Otbn. 
Nero and Agrippina, wherein Magnificence, and 
Gallantry, and Good-Chear reign'd triumphantly, 
to remove, by thoſe feign'd Demonſtrations of 
Friendſhip and Reſpect, all ground of Diſtruſt in 
Agrippina. But his Endeavours of this kind were 
thrown away; the Empreſs being inceſſantly upon 
her Guard againſt Nero's Ambuſcades, and keep- 
ing Antidotes and Remedies continually by her, 
which ſhe took as often as ſhe found herſelf diſ- 
order d, or ſuſpected ſhe had any thing to fear; 
ſo that Nero's Diſappointments made him at laſt 
reſolve to get rid of her at any rate. 25 
"Tis reported that Seneca did not diſſuade him #Xipbilin, 
from ſo cruel and unnatural an Enterprize ; but i Ner. 
this is very hard to believe, Tis even ſaid, 25 
the 
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the Philoſopher, finding his Leſſons ineffectual, 

and the Malignity of Nero's Diſpoſition ſtronger 

than Education, rather encouraged him to per- 

petrate the Murder he had ſo long projected, 

BY to the end that his execrable Crime might draw 

upon him the Hatred both of the Gods and Men. 

Be this how it will, Nero having fortify'd his 

Mind againſt whatever could happen, caſt about 

* Seton. which way to compaſs his Deſign. * One of his 

N Inventions was, ſo to lay a Floor contrived for 

Annal. 14. the purpoſe, as to fall upon her in the Night, 

Dio, 1. 62. and knock out her Brains: But this Deſign be- 

ing diſcover'd, Anicetus, his Free-Man, who was 

Governor to him in his Infancy, and one of a 

fruitful Invention, offer'd his Service to make 

away with the Empreſs, in ſuch manner that no 

Perſon could reaſonably ſuſpe& Nero of her Death. 

He was then Commander of the Galleys, which 

lay in the Port of Miſenum. He mortally hated 

Agrippina, and was mortally hated by her; and 

the Emperor believ'd a more proper Perſon could 

not be found for the Execution of his Deſign, 

than that perfidions Officer, who was capable of 

the blackeſt Villany. In ſhort, he undertook to 

get a Galley ſo built and contrived, that the 

Deck ſhould fall in at once of itſelf, and the 

Hold fly open at the ſame time, whereby Agrip- 

pina muſt infallibly be either cruſh'd to Death, 

or drown'd ; and the Misfortune could be attri- 

buted to nothing but one of thoſe diſmal and un- 

expected Accidents which are common enough at 

Sea; and this the Emperor might eaſily make 

People believe, by erecting Temples to the Me- 

mory of his Mother, which would ſerve as ſo 

many Monuments of his Grief, and Reſpect and 

Affection, and entirely clear him of all manner of 
Suſpicion. | 

Nero approved of Anicetus's Deſign ; and to put 

it in Execution with leſs Danger, it was reſolv'd 

to 
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to do it in Campania, at the Celebration of the 
approaching Feſtival of Minerva at (h) Baiæ. 
That Solemnity furniſh'd Nero with a Pretence 
to quit Rome; and he engaged his Mother to 
go with him. He had already reconciled himſelf 
to her, by aſſuring her, he was ſorry he had not 
ſhew'd her the Reſpe& that was due to her; 
acknowledging himſelf in the Wrong apon that 
ſcore; and proteſting that he would pay her 
the utmoſt Duty for the future ; it being very 
juſt, added he, that Children ſhould bear with 
the Peeviſhneſs of thoſe from whom they derive 
their Being. Thus did that unnatural Prince, 
under the ſpecious Veil of Filial Affection, con- 
ceal rhe blackeft Treaſon that a Man could be 
capable of ; being perſuaded, that his Mother 
would be the more eaſily catch'd by this ſuper- 
ficial Reconciliation, becauſe Women readily be- 
lieve what they ardently wiſh. 

The Treaſon thus concerted, and proper Mea- 
ſures taken, Nero and his Mother ſet out from 
Rome, in the «Galley Anicetus had provided, which 
was moſt curiouſly and magnificently adorn'd, 
They touch'd at Antium, where the Emperor left 
Agrippina, and proceeded to Baia. After he had 
been there a fb days, he wrote his Mother a 
Letter full of the tendereſt Expreſſions, defiring 
her to come and ſpend the Holidays with him. 
She accordingly ſet Sail from Antium, and put in 


(hb) Baie was a very agree- 


able Sea Port of Campania, 
furniſh'd with Springs of hot 
Water, which People took for 
their Pleaſure or Benefit. The 
Country about it was very fer- 
tile, and the Skirts of the Town 
adorn'd with ſtately Palaces 
and delighttul Gardens: So 
that there was always a good 
Concourſe of the Citizens of 


Rome. Horace gives a great | 


Character of Baie in a ſingle 
Verſe; viz- | 


Nullus in orbe Iocus Balis 
brælucet amœnis. | 
And Martial ſays Baie ex- 
ceeded all that he could ſpeak 
of it. 
Laudabo digne, non ſatis 
tamen, Bains. | 
This Place was ruin'd by 
Earthquakes, 
at 


)—ůüé TIT PIT Ia ̃7—5—9?—¾dnnR 7 
— . Y 


- * 
* — 


224 AR rIX A, 
at Bauli, (now Bagola) a Pleaſure-Houſe upon the 
Sea-Coaſt, between Miſenum and Baiæ. Nero was 
there to receive her; and having conducted her 
to the Caſtle to repoſe herſelf, he return'd to 
Baiæ. | 
Notwithſtanding all the Precaution that was 
uſed to keep this Enterprize ſecret, Agrippina re- 
ceiv d ſome Account of it, and that there was 


certainly a Deſign againſt her; but what to make 


of it, ſhe could not tell. Under this Perplexity 
ſhe would not venture again to Sea, but was car- 
ry'd in a Chair to Baiæ. Here ſhe was receiv'd 
by her Son with all the outward Demonſtrations 
of the moſt tender and ſincere Affection, and daily 
entertain'd with Plenty and Magnificence. ' Nay, 
the Emperor, to remove all Shadow of Umbrage, 
entruſted her with the Secret of ſome important 
Affairs; he granted her ſeveral Favours ſhe-did 
not ask; gave her all the Diverſions he could 
think of; and made her conſtantly fit above him; 

a Deference, than which nothing could have more 
highly obliged 2 a . 

This Salley of Nero's Good Humour deceiv'd 
the Empreſs. She took his Political Love and 
Reſpect for real Affection; ſo that, in ſnort, never 
did Artifice meet with better Succeſs. Agrippina 
deſiring to return to Bauli, the Emperor, whe- . 
ther- it was to conceal his abominable 'Treache- 
ry, or whether Nature made its laſt Effort 
upon the Heart of that barbarous Prince, em- 
braced her with all the ſeeming Love and Af- 
fection, that any Son could ſhew to a Mother. 
He conducted her to the Sea-ſide; and the Veſſel 
on board of which ſhe went, being ſomewhat 


. ſhatter'd by a ſecret Order of Nero, that Prince 


deſired her to remove on board the Galley of 
Anicetus's Contrivance, and appointed that Offi- 
cer to guard, or rather to murder her. 

* 'The 


Ig 


The Night was extremely. ſerene, and the 
Sea as calm; as if Providence had fo order it, 
that Nero ſhould not be able to hide his Crime 
in the Darkneſs of a gloomy Night, or attribute 
the Loſs of his Mother to the Ragings of a 
tempeſtuous Sea. Agrippina had no Soul with her, 
except Creperius Gallus, who ftood near the Rud- 
der, and a Lady named Aceronia Polla, who ſat 
at her Feet, and congratulated her upon her Re- 
conciliation with Nero, whereby ſhe, was to reco- 
ver herformer Authority. 'The Galley was hard- 
ly got out of Port, when upon a Signal made 


by Anicetus, the Flooring of the Empreſs's Cabin 


fell from under her Feet, being laden with a 
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Quantity of Lead for that very purpoſe. f Ce- f D es: 
perius was ſo bruiſed, that he died in a few Mo- 2 
ments; but the Partitions being made too ſtrong Wy 


to give way to the Floor that fell, Agrippina's Ca- 
bin held out for ſome time. This caus'd ſuch a 
_ Confuſion, that the Seamen engaged in this De- 


ſign, perceiving it did not ſucceed according to 
Wiſn, hardly knew what they did, or where they 
were. The Springs which were to make the Hold 


FT 


fly open at the ſame time that the Floor fell in, 


diſappointed them alſo, by reaſon the Mariners 


who knew nothing of the Matter, hinder'd them 


that did; ſo that there was no other way to 


deſtroy the Veſſel, than by overſetting it; and 
this was a very difficult Point, becauſe while 
ſuch of the Crew as were in the Secret, or rather 


in Anicetus's Conſpiracy, made all poſſible Efforts 


to overſet the Galley , the reſt did what they 
could to fave her: And thus the Deſign was te- 


dious in its Execution, and of little Uſe when 


executed. N 
Amidſt this Hur 3 and Confuſion, Agrip- 


| | 
pina and Aceroma fe 


ronia, who ſuſpected nothing of a Deſign, cry'd 
out for Help; and to get it the quieker, call d 


. "ay * 4 4 & © : * 


Il gently into the Sea. Ace- 
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as loud as ſhe could bawl for them to ſave the 
Emperor's Mother. The Name ſhe gave herſelf, 
was the Cauſe of her Death; for as the Seamens 
Buſineſs was with Agrippina only, the other was 
ſoon knock d o the Head with their Poles and 
Oars, while they took her to be the Empreſs 
they were ſo ſerving: And at the ſame time, 
Agrippina was ſtruggling ſo notably with. the 
Waves, without ſpeaking a Word, that ſhe made 
ſhift to keep her Head above Water till reliev'd 
by the Barques from the Shoar, which upon the 


Noiſe came totheir Aſſiſtance. She had only a Blow 


upon her Shoulder. They carry'd her to a Houſe 


very near the Place where Nero was; and as ſoon 


as ſhe had a little recover'd her Fright and Fa- 


. tigue, the Murder of Aceronia, whom they had 
knock d o the Head with their Poles ; the Efforts 


of the Mariners to deftroy the Galley ; and a 
thouſand other things, came freſh into her Mind, 


and made her refle& upon every Circumſtance 


that had happen'd. . 
She had too much Senſe, not to gueſs at che 


true Cauſe of this extraordinary Accident, or not | 


to diſtinguiſh between the Effects of Chance and 
Acts of premeditated Malice; but at the ſame 
time, ſhe was too cunning, not to know that it 
was neceſſary to carry it as if ſhe thought no- 


thing of the Matter, and to avoid betraying the 


leaſt Diſtruſt. She ſent her Free- Man Agerinus 
to Nero, to acquaint him with the Danger ſhe 
had been in, but had happily eſcaped ; and to 
deſire him not to give himſelf the Trouble to come 
and ſee her, by reaſon ſhe now wanted nothing 
ſo much as Repoſe. Her Avarice, | however, 


ſticking cloſe to her, notwithſtanding ſhe was 


convinced of the Deſign againſt her Life, ſhe 


caus d Search to be made for Aceronia's Will, and 
- clapt a Seal upon her Effects, without the leaſt 


Diſguiſe or Diſſimulation. Feus 
| ers, 


—————————— 


| 
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Nero, who had waited the Event of this Un- 
dertaking with the utmoſt Pain and Inquietude, 
hearing how his Mother had eſcaped, was under 
grievous Perplexities ; for he could not have be- 
liev'd a Snare ſo well laid would miſs of Suc- 
ceſs ; and perceiving, by what they told him, that 
ſhe could not doubt but the Accident was owing 
to a concerted Deſign, he immediately fancy d 


ſhe would in the next place ſtir up the Senate, the 


Armies, the People, and even the Slaves, againſt 
him. In theſe tumultuous Agitations therefore, 
he ſent for Burrhus and Seneca to communicate to 
them his Sentiments, and to learn theirs at the 
ſame tine. 3 =" 
Thoſe pretended Philoſophers were a conſider- 
able while without anſwering a Word: But Se- 
neca, who generally ſpoke firſt, having whiſper'd 
the other to know whether he agreed that Sol- 


diers ſhould be commanded to diſpatch Agrippina, 


Burrhus reply d, that the Prætorian Band had 
too great a Love and Reſpect for the Blood of the 
Caſars, and too high a Veneration for the Me- 
mory of Germanicus, to concern themſelves in the 
Murder of any of the Family; but that Anicerus 
ought to go thro' with the Work he had begun. 
Anicetus did not want much Intreaty ; he charged 
himſelf with that vile Commiſſion upon eaſy 
Terms; and Nero, tranſported with Joy that he 
had found a Man fit for his Turn, could not 
help declaring, that that day Anicetus gave him 
the Empire, and that he acknowledg'd he held 
it of i; 

By this time, Word was brought to Nero, 
that Agerinus was there on the part of his Mo- 


ther, and deſired to 8 with him. He was 


order d in; and while he was delivering his Meſ- 
ſage, Care was taken to drop a Dagger gently 
between his Feet, to ground a Story as if Age- 
rinus had brought it, 4 that it ſlipt from wo” 

- er 
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der his Girdle. The Emperor immediately ſent 
him to Priſon, for a Deſign to aſſaſſinate him; 
and propagated the Report, to the end that when 
the World ſhould hear of Agrippina's Death, 
they might readily come into the Belief that ſhe 


had made away with herſelf, in Deſpair for the 
Miſcarriage of her Project againſt Nero's Life. 


While theſe things were tranſacting at Baiz, 
the Report of Agrippina's Misfortune, as an un- 
foreſeen Accident to be attributed only to Chance, 
was ſpread throughout the Neighbourhood ; and 
People ran to the Sea-fide from all Parts, to give 


Annal. 14. her the Aſſiſtance in their Power. Some threw 


themſelves precipitately into the firſt Boats they 
could find ; others ran up to their Chins in Wa- 


ter; and others again, with Hands lifted yp to 


Heaven, made the Shoar reſound with their 


Cries, their Groans, and their Vows for the Em- 
preſs s Safety. Look on which fide you would, 


vou ſaw People running with Lanterns and Tor- 
ches, enquiring what was become of her: And 
it was no ſooner knoun that ſne had happily eſ- 
caped the Danger, and retired, but all the Coun- 
try crowded in, to congratulate her upon the 
Deliverance which the Gods had vouchſafed her 
after ſo diſmal and ſurprizing an Accident. 

Nevertheleſs, Agrippina was under a great deal 


of Uneaſineſs. The Reflexion of what had be- 
fallen her, made her dread the Future, and ex- 


tremely diſcompoſed her Mind. No Soul came 


near her on the part of her Son. Agerinus, whom 


ſhe had diſpatch'd to him, was not yet return'd ; 


and ſhe had ſome ſecret Preſages that her fatal 
Hour approach d. Anicetus accordingly appear d 
at the Head of ſome Soldiers; upon the Sight 
of whom, all the Perſons about the Empreſs 


were aſtoniſh'd. Anicetus beſet the Houſe with 


his Men, and having forced the Doors, and 
ſeiz'd all the Domeſticks he could find, he + 
9 3 NE ; 1 laſ 


Woman, Can Tou leave me too ? 
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laſt enter'd the Chamber where Agrippina lay. 
It was but indifferently lighted ; and the Em- 
preſs had no Soul with her, but one of her 
Women, who hearing the Noiſe that the Sol- 
diers made, ran away in a Fright, like the 
reſt of her Fellow-Servants : Upon which, the 
unfortunate Agrippina, perceiving herſelf aban- 
don'd by all the World, 4h! cry'd ſhe to her 

Anicetus firſt appear'd, and after him two Of- 
ficers of the Navy. Agrippina no ſooner per- 
ceiv'd him, but ſhe told him with a vaſt deal of 


Reſolution, that if he came to enquire after her 


Health, ſhe deſired him to go and acquaint his 
Maſter that ſhe was better; but if he came to 
take away her Life, ſhe could not think her Son 
was concern'd in it, or that he was capable of 
commanding Parricides. Theſe Words did not 
excite the leaſt Compaſſion in them; but while 
ſhe was yet ſpeaking, the Aſſaſſins ſurrounded her 


Bed, and one of the Officers who came with 


Anicetus, and was no leſs a Brute than himſelf, 


truck * her a deſperate Blow over the Head Dio, 
with a Truncheon. A Centurion that ſtood by, 
then drew his Sword to diſpatch her: But A- 


grippina, who was very ſenſible that her Son was 


the Author of her Death, preſented her Body 


to the Murderers, and told. them their Spight 
ought to be level'd at her Belly, (i) for bearing 
Nero; and by this time ſhe was run thro' in ſe- 


veral Places. 


But Nero's Malice did not ſtop here. After 
having taken away his Mother's Life, he offer'd 


her ſach a horrid Inſult, as (if poſſible) ſurpaſsd 


his Parricide. For, according to ſome Hiſtorians, 
he no ſooner heard of his Mother's Death, but 
he had the deteſtable Curioſity to view her Body 


(i) In mortem Centurioni ferrum diſtringenti, protendens ute- 


rum, Ventrem teri, excla maàvit. | 
waa Q 3 thus 


Sueton. 


 » AGRIPPINA»- 


thus mangled and ftript naked ; nay, to handle 
it, and brutiſhly remark upon its Beauties and its 


Blemithes; and then looking with an Air of 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction upon thoſe about him, 


he told them with a Sneer, that he did not think 


+X:þb1ilin. 
in Ner. 


1 Tacit. 

Annal. 14. 

cab. 10. 
Dio, J. 61. 


he had ſo fine a Mother. This is indeed con- 
tradicted by others; but tis not very hard to 
believe Nero ſuch a Brute, ſince we read that he 
kept a particular Concubine a long while, only 
becauſe ſne reſembled his Mother. he 

That wicked Emperor did not peaceably en- 
joy the Fruits of his execrable Murder ; for 
tho the Supreme Power, with which he was in- 
veſted, and which he did ſo much abuſe, ſerv'd 
him as a Shield againft the Vengeance of Men, 
yet it could not fcreen him from the Juſtice of 
God, againſt which there is no Defence. f He 
was devour'd with the gnawing Remorſe of his 
Parricide, the Image whereof was continually be- 
fore his Eyes; he was often heard to exc'aitn, 
that Agrippina's Ghoſt purſued him whitherſoever 
he went. (&) He fancy'd himſelf perpetually 


. beſet with Furies ready to ſacrifice him to the 


Manes of his Mother. He would hide himſelf 
in the darkeſt Holes and Corners; and was no 
ſooner in them, but he was out again; thoſe 
that ſeem'd to promiſe him the greateſt Security, 
filling his Mind with Fright, Conſternation, and 

Deſpair, the juſt Concomitants of his (J) Crime. 


(&) Several Authors aſſert, - Suſtulit hic matrem, ſuſtu* 
that for ſome time after Agrip- litille patrem. 
pina's Murder, there was heard | 


from the Bills near the Place 


where it was committed, the 
Sound ot Trumpets , and 
Groans like a Voice from the 
Tombs. © © £4; 
- (1) The following Diſtich 
was made upon Occaſion. of 
Nero's putting his Mother to 
Death, W | 
Quis wot ines magna 


[fe F irde Neronem? | 


Several Authors of Credit in 
the Chriſtian Church have be- 
liev'd Nero to be the Anti- 
chriſt. Others maintain'd , 
that he muſt riſe again, to be 
the Man of Sin. Others, in 
fine, believ'd, that Nero Was 
not dead, but that he would 
appear again at the End of the 
World, to fight the Son of 


God. | 
OCTAVIA, 


of Oil: But he was reſoly'd 


0 1 A 


CONSORT 


TO 


DOMITIUS NERO. 


NE would think no Good could ſpring 
from Claudius and Meſſalina; and that we 
might reaſonably prognoſticate of their 
Marriage, what Dumitius /Enobarbus 
foretold of his with Agrippina. (a) Clau- 
dius was a dull and heavy Prince, and in Seneca's 
Judgment ſhared more of the Brute than the 


Man. Meſſalina was a Woman void of Shame * Lad. n 
or Modeſty, and glory'd in all manner of Vice. Claud. 


And yet Octavia was their Daughter; a Princeſs 
no leſs celebrated for her Wiſdom and Vertue, 
than reſpected for her high Birth. She was pru- 
dent in Times ſunk into the Dregs of Wicked- 
neſs, and in a Corrupt Court where Sobriety 
Skulk'd, and Debauchery triumph'd. Her Con- 
duct was always unexceptionable; and the bad 


(a) Seneca has drawn the to blaſt that Prince's Memo- 

Picture of Claudius, with a\ry, {for the Mortification he 

Pencil dipt in Gall, inſtead 5 him, by ſending him into 
X & 4 . 7 F 
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k in Octav. 


Annal. 1;. Was nothing comparable to that of his Vertues. 


cap. ? as had triumph'd; together with other Privi- 


eren 
Example of her Mother had no Effect at all 
upon her. In Octavia were join d a noble Simpli- 
city, an incomparable Beauty, and (which adds 
wonderfully to its Charms) an engaging Mo- 
deſty. She was good without Affectation, ſweet- 
"temper d and beneficent to the laſt degree, and 
had Vertue enough to grace the beſt of Reigns. 
Never did Princeſs better deſerve to be happy ; 
* Senec. but * never did Princeſs feel the Weight of 
greater Afflictions. She hardly enjoy'd a Fright 
and ſerene Day. Her Life was one continued 
Series of fatal Diſaſters; fo full of Sorrow and 
Bitterneſs, that Octavia may be ſaid to have 
lived and died without any Reliſh of Pleaſure, 
or knowing what it meant. 
She was very young, when the Emperor her 
Father thought of a Husband for her. Among 
the Romans of Merit to aſpire to ſuch an Ho- 
nour, Lucius Silanus was no leſs diſtinguiſh'd for 
| his excellent Qualities, than for the-Dignity 'of 
tTacit. his Birth. f He was Great-Grand-Son to Au- 


Sol 12-guſtus ;.but the Luſtre he derived from the Cæſars 
cap. 3. | 


gap. 1. He was a Prince of. the fineft Manners, a noble 
Air, and a Mind as well framed as his Body. 
He had a true Grandeur of Soul, a beneficent 
Temper, and an Inclination naturally prone to 

Good. Thus was there no Exception to be taken 
againſt any Part of his Conduct. Moreover, 
the Emperor had a very particular Eſteem for 
him; and pitch'd upon this illuſtrious Roman for 
a Son- in-Law. He cauſed him therefore to be 
betrothed to Octavia; and to render him more 
+ Fueton. worthy of his Alliance, he # granted him thoſe 
in Claud. Marks of Honour, which belong'd only to ſuch 


leges that diſtinguiſh'd him in Rome, where they 
paid a prodigious Veneration and Reſpect to any 
thing that deicended from the Blood of the Caſars. 
PAN | This 


* 
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This Marriage would certainly have been ac- 


compliſn'd, had Meſſalina liv d a little longer: 


But her Luſt and her Cruelty having haſten'd_ 


her End, the haughty and ambitious Agrippina 


was ſubſtituted in her room, as we have ſeen; 


and put the Emperor upon Reſolutions more a- 
greeable to her own Scheme. That Princeſs, 
who could never moderate her Ambition, mar- 
ry'd her Uncle Claudius with a View to the 
Ruin of his Family, that ſo the Empire might 
devolve upon her own. This was the main Drift 


of all thoſe grand Projects form'd by Agrippina's. 


Vanity. She knew, that if her Son Domitius 
marry d the Emperor's Daughter, it would be a 


vaſt Step toward the Throne; and to make this 


Match, nothing was wanting but to break that 
between Silanus and Oftavia. It was neceſſary 
therefore to fix ſome black Crime upon Sanus, 
which might render him unworthy of the Empe- 
ror's Alliance. 7 1 8 

Vitellius, who was then Cenſor, undertook this 
infamous Affair. That vile Magiſtrate, form'd 


by Art and Nature to gain the Favour of the 


Great ones, had the baſeſt of Souls, and was 
ever ready to betray his Duty for the Advance- 
ment of his Fortune. He thought there was no 
likeher way to inſinuate himſelf into Agrippina's 
Good-Graces, than by ruining Silanus, whom he 
was ſure ſhe did not like: And to bring this 
about, he had Recourſe to Lyes and Forgery. 
He charged him with falſe and imaginary Crimes, 
becauſe he had no true ones to accuſe him of. He 
ſpread Stories maliciouſly invented to ſtain S- 
lanus's Character; and Agrippina's Creatures took 
care to propagate them. Vitellius himſelf, as 
Cenſor, reproach'd him with ſhewing an indiſcreet 
Love for his Siſter Junia. Hideous Colours were 


* Tacit. 


una. 12. 


cap · 4. 


put upon this blackeſt of Calumnies, and no Coſt 
nor Pa ns ſpared to perſuade People that Sila- 


nuss 


ernennen 

zus's Friendſhip for his Siſter was carry'd up to 
a Criminal Height. Upon this Accuſation, tho 
without Proof, the Corrupt Cenſor declared him 
unworthy of his Employs; and Silanus, who was 
then actually diſcharging the Office of Prætor with 


a great deal of Honour, and to general Satisfaction, 


* Tacit. 


Annal. 12. 


Senec. in 
Octav. 
Sueton. 


in Claud. 


found himſelf ſtruck off of the Liſt of Senators, 
without knowing why; and was moreover obliged 
to renounce the Prztorſhip. "FO 
© Claudius was the more eaſily ſurprized into this 
Affair, becauſe he lov'd his Daughter too ten- 
derly to marry her to a Man whoſe Affections 
were given to ramble. * He cancebd the Arti- 
cles between Silanus and Octavia; whereupon 
that pretended Criminal, well foreſeeing that his 
Enemies would not ftop there, but that Agrippina, 
of whoſe deep-laid Deſigns he had a true No- 
tion, would go on to perſecute a Man that ſtood 
in the way of her tow'ring Projects, either in 
Deſpair, or by Compulſion, laid violent Hands 
1 ; ſignalizing by his Death Claudius's 
edding-Day with his Niece Agrippina. 
The Breaking off of this Match was the greateſt 


Mlisfortune that could have befallen OZavia; for 


no ſooner was ſhe diſengaged from Silanus, but 
Agrippina was contriving to marry her to her Son 
Domitius. Pollio, a Gentleman nominated to the 

Conſulate, being gain'd by the Empreſs's fine 


Promiſes, undertook to make the Propoſal to 


Claudius; and that Prince, who always acted 
agreeably to the Impreſſions that others made 
upon him, readily gave his Conſent. Domitius 


_ eſpouſed Octavia, and by that means 8 to 


himſelf the high Road to Empire. But this 
Work is not, however, to be attributed to Pollio 
fingly : As many as were concern'd in Meſalina's 
Death; favour'd Nero's Advancement; for fear 
Britamicus, if ever he ſhould be Emperor, ſhould 
revenge the barbarous Aſſaſſination of his W yÞ 
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The Eaſe with which Agrippina compaſs d her 
Deſigns, was a Temptation for her always to en- 
gage in new. Beſide the abſolute Power ſhe had 
gain'd over Claudius, whom ſhe kept in a ſort of 
Captivity, ſhe was ſupported by the Intereſt of 
all the Free-Men, who did what they pleas d 
with that weak Prince, and made him give into 
every thing they propoſed ; for he was not ca- 
pable of penetrating into the vaſt Deſigns of his 
Spouſe, as appear d by his adopting her Son 
Domitius at her Solicitation. Pallas, whom ſhe had 
long ſince bound faſt to her, with. Links forged 
in the Fire of Luſt, undertook for the Succeſs ; 
nor did it coſt him much Trouble to bring it 
about. The Neceſſities of the Republick; Bri- 
tannicus's Youth, requiring a Support; and the 
Emperor's infirm State of Health, whom it highly 
concern'd to take in an Aſſiſtant, to eaſe him of 
Part of the Weight of Government; theſe were 
the Reaſons he urged, and enforced with the 


Example of Auguſtus, * who adopted the Sons of - Tac;e: 
his Wife Livia; and with that of Tiberius,” who Annal. 12. 


call'd in the Son of Germanicus to aſſiſt his own 
Son in the Government of the Empire: And 
they appear d unanſwerable to Claudius, who 
thereupon proceeded without Heſitation to an 
Adoption he judg'd ſo very neceſſary. Thus 
was Domitius receiv d into Claudius s Family, un- 
der the Name of Nero, by an Adoption for which 
there was no Precedent in the Patrician Family 
of che CH. LT e 

This Adoption, whereby Nero was put upon 
the level with Britannicus, was confirm'd by the 
Senate, who canonized, as we may ſay, all that 
Agrippina did, by Decrees drawn after the Dictates 
of Flattery: But at the ſame time, every honeſt 
Man diſliked this Step, and pity'd a poor Prince, 
thus baſely abandon d, to make room for a 
Stranger to build his Fortune upon his m 
WY 1 ay, 


Xipbilin. 
in Ner. 
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Nay, the very Heavens ſeem'd to reſent ſuch. a 
flagrant Injuſtice; for the day it was tranſacted, 
they appear d all on Fire, as if they would 
prob re Nero's Character, and the Violence of 
us Temper, and give a ſad Preſage of the Flames 
that furious Prince would one day kindle in 
Rome. "4 0 13 ; | 

Octavia foreſaw the Conſequences of this in- 


jurious Adoption, and ſhed: many a Tear for 


the unhappy Fate of her Brother; perceiving 
him to be the Object of an ambitious Step-Mo- 


thers Cruelties, which tended to the Deſtructi- 


on of the Imperial Family. This was in effect 
Agrippina's only Aim; and it was to compaſs 
theſe Ends, that ſne puſh'd on the Marriage of 


her Son with Octavia. All things were haſtily 


t Dio, 
— lib. 61. 


diſpoſed thereto; and left an Obſtacle ſhould 
appear in its way, the Princeſs f was receiv.d 
by .a Mock-Adoption into, another Family, that 


People might not ſay a Brother had marry d his 


I Their Nuptials were celebrated with more Pre- 


cipitation than Pomp. Nen carry'd: to them a 
Heart elate with Joy and Satisfaction; not that 


he lov d Octavia, but becauſe this Match paved 


his Way to the Throne: The Emperor's Daugh- 


ter, on the contrary, who was ſacrificed to this 
Political Alliance, appear d to be (0) very much 


dejected. Agrippina now ſaw the happy Accom- 


pliſhment of her Wiſhes ; and imagining ſhe had 
ſufficiently ſecured the Empire to her Son, ſhe 
bent all her Thoughts to the Execution of the 


grand. Deſign ſhe. had long been meditating. 
. Claudius's Imprudence ſoon fixt her Reſolution. 
That Prince fitting one day at Table, in the 


Heat of Wine, which was nothing 0 apart 


with him, weakly dropt an Expreſſion, hintin 


that the all his Marriages, had proved unlucky, 
(b) Alis primum nuptiarum dies les funeris fis. 
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and his Wives unchaſte, yet ſooner or later he 

ſhould find a way to revenge the Indignities 

they had offer d him. Agrippina needed no more, 

to put her upon preventing, if poſſible, the 
Effects of his engeance. (c) Locuſta, * famous * Tait. 
in the Art of abridging Lives, was immediately nal. 12. 
ſet to work; and in a few days, the Emperor , C4. 
having eaten ſome Muſhrooms of Agrippina's pre- Dio, 
paring, found his Death in that Ragoo, which Eutrop- 
was his Favourite Diſh. | Claudius was deify d; 

the Apotheofis was readily granted him; and Nero 

was ſaluted Emperor, in prejudice to Britannicus, 

who was the only Rightful Hein. 

It is eaſy to conceive how great a Trouble 
this was to Octavia. Young as ſhe was, f ſhe well T Tacie: 
knew the Author and the Deſign of that fatal 5: 

Stroke: But the Art of Diffimulation is of ſin- 1 


gular Service, and ſometimes a Relief, in the 


Courts of Princes. Octavia look d upon herſelf 

as a Stranger in her Father's Palace; and, taught 

by a Chain of Misfortunes to conceal her Senti- 
ments, ſne trampled her Grievances under Foot: 

She knew how much it behoved her to counter- 

feit, and pretend Ignorance; and ſhe had frequent 
Occaſion to exerciſe that Political Talent. As 

Nero had marry'd her, only by way of Step to 
aſcend the Throne, he never ſhew'd any great 
matter of Affection for her; but as ſoon as 

he had gain'd that Point, he turn'd his Affecti- 

on upon other Objects, to the prejudice of his 
lawful Wife: A Princeſs of unſpotted Chaſtity, 

and a Beauty the more valuable, as ſhe uſed 
nothing of Paint or Art to ſet it ofl. ) 

Acte was the firſt that made a Conqueſt of his | 


Heart, || He fell violently in Love with her; * : 
. « | : — i} Wer. 
() Locuſta was a famous] for her from Gaul, to make uſe Tacit. 

Poiſoner, that did a great deal | of her in poiſoning Prince Bri- Annal. 13. 
of Miſchief at Rome, for which | tannicus : And Galba put her 
ſhe wasimpriſon'd . Neroſent! to Death. | 


and 


* Sueton . 
in Ner. 
Tacit. 
Dio. 
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and his Paſſion ſeem'd in ſome fort authorized 
by the Silence of his Preceptors, who, either out 
their odd Notion of Politicks, or by the baſeſt 


Diſſimulation, which could not but produce bad 


Conſequences, ſnamefully applanded that Prince's 
Debaucheries, whom they beliey'd they might 


' tolerate in his Criminal Pleaſures, to which they 


gave the ſoft Term of Amuſements, to prevent, 
as they pretended, his giving himſelf up to greater 
Diſorders, and by that means to preſerve the 


Chaſtity and Reputation of the Roman Ladies, 


who were continually alarm'd by the Emperor's 
furious Paſſions: But their true Deſign was to 


- make uſe of Acte's Intereſt as a Counterpoiſe 
for Agrippina's Authority ; not doubting, but in 


the ſame proportion as that Empreſs's Power 
dwindled, theirs would advance and become con- 
ſiderable. Thus Nero, having no body to contra- 
dict his Senſualities, gave himſelf up to them 
without Reſerve. OE OA Fe ĩ 1, 
Among his Friends, ſome however were honeſt 
enough to conſider the Wrong he did to Octavia, 


and to take the Liberty to tell him of it: But 


all they could ſay was to no purpoſe, nor had 
the leaſt Effect upon a Prince, who was not al- 
ways in a Humour to hearken; ſo that it only 
ſerv'd ” enlarge the Wound they deſign d to 
heal: For Nero, looking upon his Friends as ſo 
many ſowr Cenſors, and conſulting no other Ma- 
ſter than his Paſſion, moroſely anſwer'd them, 
That Octavia ought to content herſelf with the 
ſimple Ornaments of a Woman. - It is indeed 
great odds but he had divorced her at this time; 
only Burrhus, his Governor, ſeeing to what a 
Length he carry'd things, told him plainly, and 
with a free and reſolute Air, that if he repu- 
diated Ofavia, he muſt give her back her For- 


tune; as much as to ſay, he was indebted to her 


for the Empire. | 
8A No, 
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Now, had Adte's Intereſt with the Emperor 


wa brought no other Calamity upon Octavia, than 
ft the Loſs of Nero's Affection, ſhe had little con- 
d cern'd herſelf about it; for ſhe was not in the 
A leaſt jealous of that unworthy Competition. Se 
+ always beheld her Conſort's Adulteries with an 
Eye of Indifterence, and was above Contempt, 
7 which ſhe thought ſufficiently revenged in that 
5 which the inglorious Emperor drew upon him 
2 ſelf, by his ſcandalous Surrender to the artful 

. Careſſes of a Proſtitute. But it was not ſo much 
; the Emperor's Love, that was the Object of Acte a 
0 Wiſhes ; no, ſhe had a greater Regard by much 
80 to the Advancement of her Fortune, than to the 
bs Conqueſt of his Heart; and the Throne of the 
ba Empire was at the bottom of her Views. Full 
"6 of theſe deluding Hopes, ſhe made the moſt.of 
A her Charms to 1 Nero, and met in that 
” Prince all the Diſpoſitions ſhe could defire for 


the Accompliſhment of her Vows. His Corrup- 
tion of Mind and Manners; his Averſion to 
Vertue ; his Proneneſs to Vice; and his Hatred 
for Octavia; all theſe favour d the ambitious De- 
ſigns of that Coquet. | "wits. 

But beſide that Nero was immerged in the moſt 
infamous Pleaſures, he was beſet by a Company 
of debauch'd Youth, and effeminate Free-Men, - 
whoſe Principles were as mean as their Birth, 
and of whom he could learn nothing but Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery. Burrhus and Seneca con- 
tributed their Lights only at a Diſtance, and 
"BY even neglected their Duty, when they ſaw their 
Endeavours baffled, and their Inſtructions thrown _ 
away upon a Prince whoſe Nature was ſo depra- 
ved, that he ſcoff'd at all the good Advice they 
gave him for Conduct in Life. On the other 
hand, * Ortho, that noted Deboſhee, whom Reſem- “ Tacit. 
blance of Manners had introduced into the Em- _ 
peror's Good-Graces.; Petronius, ſo skilful in 1 a 
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* Fueton. 
in Ner. 
cap. 28. 


Art of Pleaſures, and the delicate Orderer of 
Nero s; Creſcentius, a vile Free-Man ; Vatinius, 
who, weary of ſtruggling with Miſery in a Shoo- 
maker's. Shop, where he had been brought up, 
had the Secret of inſinuating himſelf into the 
| ror's Favour, by the moſt infamous Methods, 
notwithſtanding the ſtrange Deformity of his 
Body; Tigellinus, who from his low Birth rais'd 
himſelf to the Summer of Fortune, by all the 
Degrees of Iniquity; Anicetus, another Free- 
Man, who was afterward the Inſtrument of his 
Parricide ; Pytagoras, by whom he cauſed himſelf 
to be ſolemnly eſpouſed, to give his monſtrous 
Lewdneſs a, new Bait, after being cloy'd with 
the ordinary Pleaſures; * Sporus, whom he had 
the Folly to marry. as a Woman, after that of 
attempting to make him ſo; Senecion; Serenus, 


and a great many other ſcandalous Excrements 


+ Tacit- 


of the Empire, known only for the Novelty of 
their Fortune, were the glorious Models Nero 
propoſed to himſelf ;. the worthy Maſters, whoſe 
Precepts and Examples he follow'd : So that if 


he had not been wicked by Nature, he muft have 


* 


been ſo by Contagion. 1 


Among this Tribe of unworthy Favourites, and 
ſordid Flatterers, Nero made + Senecion the Con- 


Annal. 13. fident of his Paſſion for Ae, becauſe his Incli- 


nations came the neareſt of any to his own. 
Agrippina could not bear this Familiarity with 
Patience: She made many a Buſtle to break it 


off; eſpecially when ſhe heard that Senecion in- 


* 
- 


F 
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dulged her Son's Paſſion for Ate, by whoſe In- 
tereſt ſhe could not endure her own to be ba- 
lanced ; and Nero not having yet loſt all Senti- 
ments of Humanity, did ſo far obſerve Meaſures, 
as to quit Senecion for a while, and to make uſe 


- 


++ IaSY 
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of Serenus to carry on his Intrigue, who gave 
out that he courted Ate, and that the Preſents 


© he carry d her from Nero were his own. But 


this 


r 
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his troubleſome Precaution did not long agree 
with a Prince, who wanted Patience to undergo 


ſuch Formalities, and Delicacy to reliſh Myſtery 
in Love. Beſide, it is not eaſy to conceal a vio 


lent Paſſion long, and Jr its taking Air: 
And therefore, weary of Conſtraint, Nero began 
to viſit Acte with leſs Reſerve and Circumſpecti- 
on; from thence he proceeded to make his A- 
mour as publick as poſſible; deliver'd himſelf 
up entirely to Senecion; and caſting both his Mo- 
ther's Threats and her Solicitations behind him, 
he took the Reſolution to marry Acte. 30 

There were two grand Obſtacles in the way 
of this Match : Octavia muſt be put away; and 
a Slave made Free (for Ae was no better) ad- 
vanced to the Throne of the Empire. The for- 


mer was a crying Injuſtice; and the latter a 


monſtrous Innovation. To divorce Octavia, was 


to provoke the Senate, and challenge an Inſurrec- 


tion of the People, zealouſſy affected toward the 
Blood of the Cæſars. To marry Ae, was to af- 
front all the Orders of the City, and to degrade 
the Majeſty of the Empire, by promoting a Slave 


to it. Nevertheleſs, that Princeſs's Love had 


triumph'd over all theſe Difficulties, and the Re- 
monſtrances of his Preceptors into the bargain, 
had he not been reſtrain'd by the Fear that his 
Marriage with Acte would alienate the Affections 
of the People from him, and turn them over to 
Britannicus, already too much dreaded by him. 
This was the true Curb upon his Paſſion, without 


which he had certainly executed what he de- 
ſign'd. He had actually framed Reaſons for re- 
pudiating Octavia Wand was in very little Pain 


about making them paſs Muſter with the Senate, 
having gain'd ſuch an Aſcendant over the Minds 
of the puſillanimous Judges who compoſed it, 
that they never ſcrupled to facrifice their Duty 
and their Honour to 3 — Fortune, baſely giving 
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a Sanction by their Suffrages to all Nero's Acti- 
ons, or rather his Crimes, to curry Favour with 
him; for they had no Notion of diſhonouring 
their Character, by the pooreſt and moſt ſordid 
Compliances. Acte's Birth, hardly a Remove 
from Servitude, was an Obſtacle not very diffi- 
cult to remove: Nero had reſolved to make her 
paſs for one of Royal Blood. For this end, 
Seton. two Perſons who had been dignify d with the 
Tele. Conſulate, had the pitiful Condeſoenſion to en- 
gage to take their Oaths, that Acte was deſcend- 
ed from a Race of Kings; a fabulous Genea- 
logy was to equal to Ladies of the firſt 
Rank in Rome, a Perſon whoſe Father was no 
better than a Slave ; and the Emperor himſelf, to 
authorize this pretended Nobility of his Miftreſs, 
adopted her into the Family of (c) Attalus. 
Thus were all things difpofed for this Match ; 
4 when, making the Reflexions above taken notice 
of, Nero fancy'd that conſidering what the common 
Opinion was concerning Britannicus's Right to the 
Throne, his only way would be to get rid of that 
Prince before he did a thing fo Unpopular, and 
f Tast. which he knew would give a general Diſcontent. f Bri- 
Annal. 12. taunicus, who was then entring upon the Fifteenth 
Iear of his Age, was dreaded by Nero upon more 
than one Account. Not to mention his Perſo- 
nal Merit, and the natural Affection which Sub- 
jects have for their Lawful Prince; Agrippina, 
being difobliged, was continually threatning her 
Son to conduct Britannicus to the Armies as Clau- 
dius s Rightful Succeſſor; to expoſe to all the 
World the Myſteries of Iniquity that had been 
tranſacted; her 5 Sauus 8 
unjuſt and violent Death; the Poiſoning of Clau- 
dius; and laſtly ſhe would undertake to convince 


(c) Aitalus was King of I he left the People of Rome his 
Pergamus in Aſia. He was [ Heirs. The Invention of Ta- 
ammenſly rich; and had the I peſtry is attributed te him. 

| - fineſt Furniture that ever was This Attalus was Third of the 
| ſeen, Dying without 1 — 
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all Ranks of Men, that Nero govern'd the Em- 


pire only by Commiſſion, and that it was hi 


time to reſtore it to Claudius's Son, who was the 
only Lawful Heir. Fe 5 

Nero revoly'd theſe dangerous Menaces in his 
Mind; and they made ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
him, that looking upon Britannicus ever after as 
the moſt formidable Enemy he had, he reſoly d 
to try what a Doſe of Poiſon would do with him; 
for he durſt not offer any open Violence. Pollio, 
Tribune of a Prætorian Cohort, a Man without 
Faith or Honour, was the fitteſt Inſtrument that 
vile Emperor could pitch upon, to put Britannicus, 
the Son of his Emperor and Benefactor, and his 
Collegue, Brother- in-Law, and Brother by Adop- 
tion, to Death. Locuſta, celebrated for poiſoning, 
who, as an Hiſtorian ſays, was a long time one of 
the principal Reſorts of the Government, was im- 


mediately ſet to work. She was in Priſon, under * Tat: 
Pollio's Keeping, for a thouſand Crimes, which 2 — 14. 
had coſt many People their Lives: And ſhe was 


promis d her Liberty, provided ſhe would pur- 
chaſe it at the Price of the young Prince's Blood. 
This Condition, hard as it was, did not ſtick 


with her. Locuſta prepared a Poiſon; and who 


ſhould give it to poor Britannicus, but his very 
Preceptors themſelves? However, whether the 

adminiſter d it too ſlowly, for fear the quick 
Working of it ſhould diſcover the Villany ; or 
perhaps, being of a tender Nature, it did not ſta 
long enough with him ; certainly it had no Effe 
upon him. Nero, vex d at this Diſappointment; 


threaten' d Pollio, and even order d him to get 


Locuſta diſpatch'd, not doubting but both of them 
had ſhamm'd it for fear of a Diſcovery, and judg- 
ing that by this means they ſufficiently expoſed 


him: But to make him amends, they promis d 


to give Britannicus ſo fubtle a Poiſon, that it 
ſhould carry him off in a Moment. This was 
A 3 made 


— a 


—_ ETA” 
made up in the Emperor's Chamber, and even in his 
Preſence ; and leſt the young Prince ſhould have 
any Suſpicion of what was intended, it was to 
be apply'd at Table, where every thing was taſted. 
They handed him ſome Liquor almoſt boiling hot, 
and taſted it, becauſe they knew there was no 
Poiſon in it; but Britannicus complaining of the 
Hear, they brought him a little Water to cool 
it; and here lay the whole Contrivance, for the 
Water was poiſon'd ; and ſcarce had the young 
Prince begun to drink, but he dropt down Stone- 
dead, —_ in the ſame Moment loft all Prin- 
ciples of Life, and the Faculty of reſpiring. 
Octavia, who was preſent at this Tragical 
Scene, and whom Nero, to cloak the Matter, 
would perſuade it was an Accident owing to the 
Falling-Sickneſs he faid Britannicus had been lia- 
ble to, was reduced to the hard Neceſſity, and 
the cruel Policy, to ſtifle her Sorrow, for fear 
of ſnewing that ſhe ſuſpected Nero s 'Treachery ; 
and to es an Air of Tranquillity, at the ſame 
time that her Heart was ſarcharged with Grief. 
The Truth is, ſhe might well lament the Loſs of 
a Brother, in whom ſhe ſaw the celebrated Fa- 
mily of the Claudii extinct, and whom ſhe had 
always look'd upon as the laſt Reſource to work 
2 Change, ſooner or later, in her unfortunate 
Life. For tho the ill Treatment ſhe met with, 
excited a general Compaſſion for her; yet her 
Friends who were in Authority had not Cou- 
rage to ſerve her, otherwiſe than by bare Wiſhes 
and fruitleſs Deſires ; few giving themſelves any 
Trouble to turn the Courſe of her Miſery. 
This Stroke was alſo a mortal Blow given to 
Agrippina.” Having no Concern in it, ſhe was 
g \ 4 aſtoniſh'd at the Sight of Britannicus 
; falling by fo foul a Perfidy. She look d upon 
this Proceeding of Nero as an Introduction to 
Parricide. She mingled her Tears with thoſe of 
_— . Octavia, 
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Octavia, as ſoon they had an Opportunity of 
ſhedding them together without Witneſſes; em- 
braced her with all the Demonſtrations of a real 


Tenderneſs; and gave her the ſureſt Tokens of 


ſincere Love; Reſemblance of Fate having 
fill'd her Heart with thoſe affectionate Senti- 
ments, which otherwiſe it would hardly have 


been ſuſceptible of. But this was not the only 


Mortification ſne was to undergo: Poppæa's 
growing Intereſt paved the way to yet more grie- 
mous; for Nero having taken ſome Diſguſt at 
AXe, and being deliver'd from the Bondage of that 
imperious Concubine, had not Time to feel his 
Liberty, but fell under a new Captivity, 
more ſevere than the former; his Loye for Sa- 
bina Poppæa being ſo violent, that nothing would 
ſerve him, but marry her he muſt. And becauſe 
his Mother's Authority was an unwieldy Obſta- 


cle to the Accompliſhment of his Deſigns, he re- 


ſolv'd to ſhake off that Yoak, which was a dead 


Weight upon his Liberty, and to put her to 


Death who had brought him into the World. 


 Poppaa had been long working him up to this 


Reſolution ; and Nero, no longer able to refuſe 
her any thing, fortify'd himſelf againſt all the 
Remorſe that could ariſe from his Crime, which 


was the Height of vile Ingratitude, as well as of 


barbarous Fury; and embrued his Hands in the 
Blood of his Mother, to whom he was indebted 
both for his Life and Empire. This was the juft 
Reward which it pleaſed God to permitt that fla- 
gitious Prince to beſtow upon the too ambitious 
Deſires of Agrippina, who had gone thro' ſuch a 


Courſe of Wickedneſs for the Advancement of 


her unnatural Son; to teach us, that Parents 
ought to moderate their Wiſhes and their Endea- 
vours for the aggrandizing of their Children ; 
and to -promiſe themſelves better Fruit from 
their good Education, and the good and vertu- 

| Lo ee eee eee 


Wer! 
ous Examples they ſet them, than from the higheſt 
Fortune in the World. oa 

Octavia was now the only Victim that remain'd 

to be ſacrificed to Nero's ſavage Cruelty, and 

Poppea's reftleſs Jealouſy. As it was dangerous 

to take her off by an A& of open Violence, be- 

_ cauſe ſhe was the People's Darling, and they had 

nothing to lay to her Charge that could juſtify 

it; and on the other hand, it was no leſs diffi- 

cult to do it by the Uſe of Poiſon, without a 

Diſcovery ; the Emperor reſoly'd to be his Wife's 

Executioner himſelf, by ftrangling her in ſecret: 

But meeting every where with ſome Obſtacle 

or other, he changed his Mind, and was deter- 

min'd to repudiate her. This Expedient had the 

ready Approbation of thoſe ſordid Flatterers a- 

bout him, who, being more jealous of their own 

+ private Intereſt than of their Maſter's Glory, 

made it their Study to indulge his Paſſions, to 
perpetuate themſelves in his Favour. 

Tigellinus was the chief Promoter of this De- 
ſign. That inſolent Favourite had found means 
to inſinuate himſelf ſo far into Nero's Good- 
Graces, that he was the Companion of all his 
Pleaſures, and was 1 indeed the Con- 
triver and Diſpoſer of them. Thus inveſted 
with the Emperor's Authority, in whoſe Friend- 
ſhip he took care to maintain himſelf by the 
moſt ſcandalous Deportment, he boldly affronted 
the beſt Families in Rome, who ſtood in Fear of 
his Power and Malice. His Carriage was remark- 
able for a particular Air of ftupid Pride, which 
made even thoſe ftand in Awe of him, who not 

_ long before knew him only for his Meannefſs ; 
| ps wr and joining the Infolence, which uſually at- 
f 10 tends a good Fortune, to the Rudeneſs and IIl- 
Nature generally derived from a mean Educa- 
tion, he made it his ſole Care, amidſt this Afflu- 
ence of Wealth, and Credit, and Power, to main- 
| rain 


Das 


Q «© 


ww is | 1 


elk. en eee EE BeEoe ak e abg ts gia? 1-8 


OD 1% Q 


Firſt Conſort to NERO. 247 
tain himſelf, by any means, were they never ſo 
baſe, in the high Rank to which he had rais'd 
himſelf by his Craft and Villany. As he had a 
dirty, baſe, and mercenary Soul, ſunk into the 
moſt ſcandalous Vices, and capable of the Worſt 
of Crimes, which long Habit had made familiar 
and as it were. natural to him, he found it no 
hard Task to continue himſelf in Power, by all 
thoſe mean and criminal Compliances, which a 


Man void of (d) Honour could be guilty of, 


So that it is not at all ſurprizing, that being 
ſuch as I have painted him from very good Ori- 
ginals, he put Nero upon the Proje& of divor- 
cing the vertuous Octavia, to marry the impudent 
Poppæa. Reaſons were framed for authorizing 


this Separation; and becauſe the Princeſs's Ver- 


tue was never in the leaſt ſuſpected, her Bar- 
renneſs was made the ground of a Petition to 


the Emperor, that he would pleaſe to put her 


away, becauſe ſhe could not give him a Succeſſor; 
and upon this Foundation the good Empreſs was 
divorced from her Husband, as a plauſible and 


legitimate Cauſe. For the Empire, which was her 


Portion, they gave her Plautus's Eſtate, and Bur- 
rhus's Houſe to live in, which was look d upon as 


very ominous to her. 


Bur Poppæa could not ſatisfy herſelf with all 
theſe Proceedings. Octavia s Neighbourhood 
damp'd her Ambition; and was a grating Ob- 


ject, which ſhe judg d it concern'd her to remove. 
Some Crime muſt be fixt, therefore, upon the in- 


render' d extremely odious by {eſſa; and when the melancho- 
his Vice and Wickedneſs, yet [ly News was told him, he com- 
ſtood his ground during all | mitted a Crime which made 
Gels Reign, againſt the his Puniſhment the more juſti- 
united Cries of the People, | fiable. That infamous and 
who demanded that he might | debauch'd Man had the Cou- 
be put to Death: But O#bo, | rage to prevent their Deſign, 
to ingratiate himſelf with the | by cutting his own Throat 
Ronnays, made him a Saccifice. | with a Razor, | 

| R 4 nocent 


(d) Sopbonius Tigellinus, tho 1 8 was then at Sinn- 
y 
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nocent Princeſs, worthy of Baniſnment; and it 
was impoſſible to find out a real one. What 
could be done in this Caſe? Why, Tigellinus, 
ho never was at a loſs in forging imaginary 
Faults, and had an inexhauſtible Fund of Calum- 
ny, made {light of the Difficulty, and undertook 
to prove Octavia Guilty. . Accordingly, one of 
her on Domeſticks was prevail'd upon by that 
abandon d Courtier, to turn Informer againſt his 
Miſtreſs. He accuſed her of an unwarrantable 
Familiarity with a Slave named Eucer, a Native 
of Alexandria, and a Flute-Maſter by Profeſſion ; 
and upon this extravagant Charge, which all 
Circumſtances appear d to contradict, they at- 
tempted to prove the vertuous Octavia a Proſti- 
tute. Her Women and other Servants were ex- 
amin d; and to extort from them falſe Evidence 
to give their Cauſe a Lift, the frightful Inſtru- 
ments of Rack and Torture were brought in 
Sight, on purpoſe to intimidate them. It was 
hoped this Artifice would not ſucceed ; but ſome 
of the Women choſe rather to give up the Truth, 
than to undergo: a little Torment: But if Force 
and Violence, join'd, with Tige!l;izus's Threats, the 
Weakneſs of their Sex, and the Preſence of all 
the Miniſters of Nero's Cruelty and Poppaa's 
Jealonſy, induced ſome of them to forget their 
Duty, and make falſe Depoſitions, the only way 
to avoid Puniſhment, by charging their innocent 
Miſtreſs with a Crime no body believ'd her 
capable of; ſeveral others bore an intrepid Teſti- 
mony to the Truth, by declaring the Empreſs's 
Innocence in the midſt of their Torments, and 
giving juſt Encomiums to her Vertue; their Fi- 
delity proving too ſtrong for the Pangs they were 
made to endure, in order to corrupt it. Thus 
did Falſhood and Treachery appear barefaced , 
to the Confuſion of Oftavia's Enemies; Truth 
triumph d gloriouſſy over Artifice ; and this in- 
— famous 
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Firſt Conſort to Nero: 249 
famous Accuſation ſerv'd only to give freſh Luſtre 
to the Character they deſign'd to blacken. Ti- 
gellinus, who was the moſt outrageous and bru- 
tiſh Enemy Octavia had, was himſelf ſhamefully 
confounded by one of thoſe Servants, who had 
the Courage to daſh even the harden'd Impu- 
dence of that bold Calumniator ; for, having 
ask d her, in his ſavage manner; whether it was 
not true that her Miſtreſs had proftituted her- 


ſelf to Eucer the Piper ? *ſhe anſwer'd him with a Tacit. 
diſdainful Generoſity, that (e) the leaſt pure Part Annal. 14. 


of Oftavia's Body was a thouſand times more 
chaſte and pure, than his infamous Mouth. 'An 
Anſwer poignant enough to have cover'd that 
baſe Courtier. with Confuſion, if his Soul had 
not been ſunk too low for Reſentment to enter 
it. : 4 


| Nevertheleſs, ſuch was their monſtrous Ini- 


quity, that Innocence proved and acknowledged 
muſt yield to the Efforts of baffled Calumny. 
Octavia was baniſh'd to Campania, and a Guard 
placed upon her, as if ſhe had been a State-Cri- 
minal, whoſe dangerous Practices they had Rea-_ 
{on to apprehend. The People, however, were 
forward to ſhew their Inclination for the Em- 
preſs ſo unworthily treated; and their Affection 
was neither timorous nor dumb: For they cla- 
mour'd loudly againſt her unjuſt Baniſhment , 
and rais'd every where a general Murmur, blend- 
ed with Complaints againft Nero, and Indignation 
againſt Poppæa, who was the Occaſion of Ottavia's 
Exile. Theſe Complaints ſoon reach'd the Em- 
peror's Ears; whereupon, apprehending the Fury 
of the People, the firſt impetuous Flames of which 
are ſs much the more terrible, as there is no 
Dam can ftem their Torrent; Nero, I ſay, pre- 


(e) èx quibus una, | inſtanti Tagellino, caſtiora eſſe muliebria 
Octavia, quam os ejus, reſpondit. 1 5 ; 
| FH fe) 1 i tending 
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tending a Concern for what was done, immedi- 
ately recall d her. "rag: ner 
Octavia appear d; and the Return of that in- 
nocent and illuſtrious Exile fill'd Rome with Joy 
and Exultation. The People ſhew'd this with 
Tokens of ſo much Diſreſpe& to the Emperor's 
Concubine, that they demoliſh'd all the Statues 
which had been created to her Honour, reſtored 
thoſe of the Empreſs, crown'd them with Garlands 
of Flowers, and carry'd them in Triumph thro' 
all the Streets and Temples, with a Veneration 
equal to thoſe of the Gods. They exerted them- 
ſelves in _ us Elogiums of Nero, for taking 
home fhis Lawful 8 Now that Serenity of 
Countenance, which had been baniſh'd with the 
Empreſs, return'd ; and nothing was talk'd of, but 
Pleaſures and Diverſions. In ſhort, ſuch were 
the Demonftrations of ſincere Joy, which the 
Romans thus tumultuouſly gave, upon ſeeing Octa- 
via appear once more among them, that you 
would have thought every private Man's Fortune 
had been made by her Return. 
This Flaſh of the People was, notwithſtanding, 
of ill Confequence to that Princeſs. 'The haughty 
Poppaa, being more enraged than ever at the Inſult 
that had been offer d her, and the unpardonable 
Contempt they had ſhewn, by demoliſhing her 
| Statues ; and rightly judging that this Rapture 
of the Multitude had intimidated Nero, and ob- 
liged him to recall Octavia; did not queſtion 
but the Emperor, whom ſhe perceiv'd to ſtand 
in Awe of the Caprices of the Mobb, would e re 
long chop about with the Wind, and turn his Af- 
fe&ion to his Wife, and thereby ſacrifice her, 
ſooner or later, to the Tranquillity of the State 
and his own Safety; which ſhe very much ap- 
prehended. She call d in to her Aid, therefore, 
all the Charms and Addreſs ſne was Miſtreſs of, 
to prevail with Nero to ſend Octavia u 
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Exile. She went and threw herſelf at his Feet, 
and with Tears in her Eyes, and an Air aſſumed 
to move Compaſſion, told him, it was very ſur- 
prizing that he would ſuffer his Authority to be 
thus abuſed by a mean-ſpirited Condeſcenſion 
to the furious Outrages of a Mobb, which by that 
means became ſo many Triumphs over the Sovereign 
Power of the Prince: That it was never known 
that an Emperor had humour'd the extravagant 
Freaks of an inſolent People, to whoſe Caprices he 
proſtituted his Dignity, by bearing with the Affronts 
they had put upon one whom he was pleas'd to 
honour with his Love and Protection: That this 
Inſult was but a Prelude to what he had to fear 
with regard to his own Perſon : That Ofavia's 
Power was more formidable than he was aware, 
tho* he might have ſeen enough of it in the late 
Mutinies of an inſolent People, who had ſawcily 
impoſed Laws upon him, by forcing him to re- 
call one he had baniſh'd. In ſhort, ſhe play'd 
her Cards ſo dextrouſly with him, that Nero, 
either imagining his Honour and Safety engaged 
in his Wife's Removal; or elſe, not having the 
Power to deny that Victim to the Jealouſy of 
Poppæa, who had perfectly bewitched him, he ſet 
his Hand to the Sentence of Death pronounced 
by the cruel Sabina. They agreed that ſhe ſnould 
not be executed at Rome, for fear of cauſing 
ſome new Diſturbance; but that ſhe ſhould once 
more be ſent into Baniſnment, where Means 
might be found to diſpatch her without Danger. 
All the Difficulty was, to invent ſome Crime 
to accuſe her of with any tolerable Face of Pro- 
bability; for no body gave the leaſt Credit to 
what had been alledg'd againſt her before. The 
Declaration of Oftavia's Servants had evinced 
the Falſhood of it; and was a deciſive Proof of 
their Miftreſs's Innocence: But had ſhe wanted 
thoſe glaring Teſtimonies, the high Eſteem _ 
| a 
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had gain'd, by an unexceptionable Conduct, would 
have ſerv'd her inſtead of the moſt glorious De- 
poſitions. It was reſolv'd, therefore, to add to 
the Crime of Adultery, that of an Intention to 
difturb the State, and to find ſome Evidence who 
would charge her by her own Confeſſion, and 
who had an Employ proper to favour the Likeli- 
hood of caballing with him to form a Party, and 
ſeducing him into her Intereſts. and Deſigns at 
the Expence of' his Honour. 'To ftart ſo vile a 
Calumny, and propagate it with Impudence, 
againſt a Princeſs who. Wiſdom and Innocence 
were known and admired by the whole World, 
required, no doubt, a Man loſt to Shame, and 
endued with the blackeſt of Souls; and they 
judg d none ſo fit. for their Turn, as Anicetus, 
Commander of the Galleys in the Port of Mi- 
ſenum, who had formerly been employ'd in the 
Murder of Agrippina. . TORY 
Nor were they deceiv'd in their Choice of 
that profligate Officer, who could never boggle 
at the Commiſſion of any Crime, after he had 
embrued his Hands in the Blood of the Empreſs 
Agrippina, and thereby incurr'd the horrid Guilt 
of Parricide. Nero ſent for this Man, and told 
him, his Delivering him from the Treaſons of 
his Mother was of no Effect, if he did not ſecure 
him as well againſt the dangerous and revengeful 
Deſigns of his Wife : 'That to do this, he need, 
neither ſpill her Blood, nor committ any other 
Act of Violence; but it ſhould ſuffice him to 
declare himſelf Ofavia's Adulterer. He made 
him magnificent Promiſes for this Piece of Ser- 
vice, which he proteſted to be the greateſt he 
could do him; and to put it out of his Power to 
refuſe him, he gave him to underſtand, that after 
having entruſted him with a Secret of ſo great 
Importance, he was under a neceſſity of putting 
him to Death, in caſe he did not comply we 
en | what 
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what was defired of him, to render it impoſſible 
for him ever to tell Tales. | 
Anicetus, who had no Honour to conſult, after 
having perpetrated ſo many Villanies, readily un- 
dertook to do what was propoſed to him, with- 
out demanding a Moment's Time to conſider of 
it; and whether he was actuated by Nero's Pro- 
miſes or Threatnings, he acknowledg'd his Adul- 
tery with Octavia, in the Preſence of that Em- 
peror's Friends, or rather of his Companions in 
Iniquity, all devoted to his Service, and now 
aſſembled for the purpoſe. This Impoſture fill d 
up the Meaſure of Anicerus's Crimes, and of 
Octavia's Misfortunes. That Princeſs was accu- 
ſed, try'd, and condemn'd at one and the ſame 
time ; for never was leſs Enquiry made into'the 
Merits of any Cauſe. All the Judges were a- 
greed; Anicetus's Confeſſion was ſufficient Proof to 
ground the Empreſs's Sentence upon ; and upon 
this ground Octavia was pronounced an Adulte- 
reſs, and ſent into Exile with the ſame Security, 
as if her Accuſation had been made good by the 
moſt glaring and ſubſtantial Evidence of Truth. 
Anicetus's Crime was next conſider d, and he ba- 
niſhid to Sardinia; where Care was taken to 
ſoften the Rigours of his Mock-Confinement, 
by an Affluence of all things to the day of his 
Death. ee eee e OEM I We, a 

After this Decree made by an Aſſembly of 
faithleſs and diſhonourable Men, entirely devo- 
ted to Poppaa's Pleaſures and Nero's Paſſions, and 
therefore openly diſcredited ; the Tyrant's next 
Step was, to publiſh the Traiterons Deſigns pre- 
tended to have been form'd by Oftawia againſt him 
and the Empire, who (he ſaid) had been ſo vile, 
as to corrupt Anicetus Commander of the Galleys, 
and to draw him into her Conſpiracy at the Ex- 
pence of her Honour, by proftituting herſelf to 
him, that ſhe- might have the Naval Force . 
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Service: But in vain do we diſguiſe the Truth; 
dur very Colours ſometimes tend to diſcover it; 
and the Precautions we uſe, to hide an Impoſture, 
frequently ſtrike a Light amidſt the Darkneſs 
we would thicken: For Nero, to make Oftavia's 
Adultery go down glib with the Populace, was 
ſo barbarous as to report that ſhe had uſed 
Means to cauſe an Abortion, to prevent her 
Crime's reaching the Knowledge of the Emperor 
and the Publick; without conſidering, that the 
firſt time he went about to repudiate her, the 
ſubtleſt Malice could not find in that good Prin- 
teſs any juſt Cauſe of Divorce, but he was obliged 
to have Recourſe to the Pretence of his Spouſe's 
Sterility, which, he alledg d, deprived him of al 
Hopes of an Heir to ſucceed him in the Empire: 
A. Plea, which to his Shame deſtroy d the Reproach 
of this Abortion. (EI 
Ass for Anicetus's Confeſſion of the Crime, 
which was urged as a Proof that left no room 
to doubt of Octavia's Guilt; twas plain, no Re- 
gard ought to have been paid to it; nothing 
which that infamous Officer ſaid, deſerving the 
leaft Credit. The Evidence of a Man noted for | 
ſo many Crimes, might well be ſuſpected; and 
certainly Agrippiaa's Murderer ſhould not have 
been admitted as Ofavia's Accuſer. But what 
Juſtice could be expected from an irregular and 
paſſionate Aſſembly, a Pack of ſordid mercenary 
Courtiers, who voted juſt as Nero would have 
them? c 
In a word, oppreſs d Vertue fell a mercileſs 
Sacrifice to triumphant Jealouſy ; and Octavia 
forged and imaginary Crimes were expiated by 4 
fatal and real Puniſhment. 'That unfortunate 
Empreſs was baniſh'd to the Ifle of Pandateria; 
and never did Exile move a juſter or a greater 
Compaſſion in the Breaſts of the Romans. This 
revived the Diſcourſe of Agrippina and her Siſters 
W Baniſhment, 
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Baniſnment, and that of Julia Daughter to Au- 
guſtus : But all agreed, that theſe found ſome 
Relief in the Places of their Conſinement; that 
there was but too much Reaſon for what they 
endured ; and beſide, their gloomy Days were 
preceded by a long Sun-Shine at Court, ſo that 
the Pleaſures they had enjoy'd might in ſome 
meaſure counterbalance their Miſeries : Whereas 
Oftavia's Caſe admitted of no Conſolation, but 
the general Sorrow for her cruel Baniſhment ; 
ſince without ever giving the leaſt Occaſion of 
Complaint, ſhe was barbarouſly puniſh'd for an 
imaginary Crime, the very Charge of which was 
ten 3 times worſe to her, than Death 
itſelf. Ls A 
She was moreover conducted to her Exile with 
ſuch Strokes of Inhumanity, as it were a Shame 
to have uſed toward a Criminal of the loweſt 
Degree ; being ſurrounded all the way with a 
Number of Centurions and Soldiers, whoſe In- 
ſolence was back d by the Emperor's Authority: 
And thus did they treat her with a ſavage 
Rudeneſs and Severity, to ſnew that they had 
Nero's Order not to ſpare her. . 
| Mean while, tho theſe Barbarities, equally 
cruel and unjuſt, were ſo many fatal Omens of the 
approaching Cataſtrophe, and ſhe might have 
read the Sentence of Death in the Behaviour of 
her Perſecutors; yet Octavia had not the Cou- 
rage to face it, and to renounce a Life embit- 
ter d with fo many Calamities. () She was but 
Twenty Years old, and might have promis'd her- 
ſelf happy Days, in caſe ſhe had ſurvived her 
Husband, who brought theſe Storms upon her ; 
and in all Appearance, that Prince's Reign muſt 
be ſhort, as thoſe of Tyrants generally are; the 


( f) Ae puella viceſimo ætatis | d vita exempta, nondum tamen 
anno, inter centuriones & mi- morte acquieſcebat- 
lites, proſagio malorum jam 


infamous 
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infamous Nero being then actually engaged in his 
own Ruin, by his abominable Courſe of Life, 
divided between monſtrous Pleaſures and unpa- 
rallel d Cruelties. L001 156: 2 
But Otlavia had not the Pleaſure to ſee ſuch 
a happy Turn of Fortune. Scarce was ſne ar- 
rived in the Place of her Exile, when Warning 
was given her to prepare for Death. The poor 
'Princeſs ſhudder'd at the News. She proteſted, 
that as ſhe had been repudiated by her Huſ- 
band, ſhe did not deſire to be look'd upon as his 
Wife, but renounced that Quality in favour of 
Poppæa; and therefore they might ſafely let her 
live, becauſe ſne would no ways pretend to in- 
terrupt her Rival's Happineſs. She was content, 
ſhe ſaid, to paſs for the Emperor's Siſter ; and as 
ſuch, could be no Obſtacle to Sabina's Views, 
She invoked Germanicns, from whom ſhe was de- 
ſcended, as well as the Emperor; and calt'd in 
Asrippina to her Aid, who, tho' ſhe had perſe- 
cuted her, and was the original Cauſe of her 
 Misfortunes, had always uſed her with leſs Cru- 
elty than this: But all her Complaints, her Sighs, 
and her Tears could not move Pity in the Breaſts 
of thoſe who had undertaken her Murder. They 
bound her, and open'd her Veins; and becauſe 
the Blood ran but ſlowly and with Difficulty, 
occaſion'd by the Princeſs's Fear of Death, they 
ſuffocated her in a Bath, and with her the Beauty, 
the Vertues, and the Graces of the beſt Em- 
preſsthat ever ſprung from the Blood of the 
(g) Caſars. | : LT 2030 
Octavia's Death put an end to Poppæa's Jea- 
louſy, but not to her Cruelty. Not content 
with having ſacrificed that illuſtrious Victim, 
ſne ſent for her Head. An Object ſo worthy 
of Compaſſion, was to her an agreeable Sight. 


(g) Octauiawas murder' d Fu very day fix Years after, 


She 


upon the Lith of June; and Nero kill'd himſelf. 
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She regaled her ſanguinary Eyes with it; and 
5, Rome beheld the Head of the fineſt Princeſs that 

ever graced the 'Throne of its Empire in the 
Hands of an infamous Proftitute. The People 
ch were under a prodigious deal of Concern at the 


T7 diſmal Fate of this unfortunate Empreſs, and 
8 honour'd her Death with Tears flowing from the 
4 bottom of their Hearts; a juſt Debt to the Me- 


| rit of Octavia, which call'd for another ſort of De- 
4 ſtiny. | 
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SABINA POPPAEA 


Nero's Second Conſort. 


E — 
. 

Co 

< 


_ * 
= 


HERE is no Exceſs, but the 'Thirſt 
e of Dominion will run Men into. It 
violates the moſt ſacred Laws; ſnaps 

the ſtrongeſt Bands aſunder ; and in- 
ſpires the Worſt of Crimes, to compaſs its Ends. 

The Hiſtory of Sabina Poppæa furniſhes Inſtances 

of all theſe grievous Diſorders; for had ſhe not 
been ambitious, ſhe would not have ſully'd her 

Honour by ſo many Proſtitutions; ſhe would 

not have turn'd her Marriages into Ridicule ; 
ſhe would not have perſecuted the innocent 

Octavia; neither would ſhe have made Nero dip 

his Hands in his Mother's Blood. 

* She was Daughter to Titus Ollius, who had * Sueton: 
diſcharged the Office of Quæſtor, and would” Ner. 
have been advanced to higher Employs, f had t Tacit- 
he not been involv'd in Sejanus's Misfortunes ; 4a. 13. 
whoſe Friendſhip, after his Fall, was as fatal 
to thoſe who were Sharers in it, as his Hatred 

Ze, | had 


* Tactt. 
Annal. 6. 


7 Dio, 
lib. 58. 
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had been to ſuch as incurr'd it during his Proſ- 
perity. Her Mother was the famous Poppæa, 
whole Beauty and Gallantry made ſuch a Noiſe 
in Claudins's Reign. 
Sabina Poppæa choſe rather to take the Name of 


her Grand-Father by the Mother's fide, than 


that of her Father; her Vanity prompting her 
to this Preference, becauſe it was accounted the 
moſt honourable. For, tho Sabinus not did come 
of a very illuſtrious Family, and was a Gentle- 
man of but a moderate Capacity ; yet he had 
always the Art of keeping himſelf in the Em- 
perors Good-Graces, who conferr'd Commands 
upon him, either at the Head of Armies, 
where * he did enough to merit the Honour of 
a Trinmph and the Conſulate; or in the Go- 
vernment of Provinces, where he ſpent Part of 
his Life in continual Fears and Alarms upon ac- 
count of the Informers, to whom Tiberiuss Ear 
was always open; till at laſt, to prevent the 
Effects of their Malice, he f raſhly made away 
with himſelf, as if he would thereby put a Trick 
upon Fortune, whoſe Frowns he dreaded. 

Poppæa enjoy d all the Advantages of Nature, 
except Modeſty. She was without Diſpute the 


fineſt Perſon in the Empire, if not in the Uni- 


verſe. Her Beauty was ſuch, as ftruck at once, 


and captivated the Heart. She had a lovely and 


engaging Look ; every Feature of her Face was 
delicate and regular, and ſet off with the Luſtre 
of ſmiling Youth. Her Air was ſoft and endear- 
ing, and perfectly becoming her. She had ſuch 
a graceful Manner of talking, and a Voice ſo 
muſical and bewitching, that ſnhe never ſpoke but 
ſhe charm'd her Hearers. Her Carriage was free 
and gay; and her Converſation brighten'd with 
continual Gleams of Fire and Vivacity. - In a 
word, a thouſand Charms adorn'd her whole Per- 
ſon, which ſhe did nor fail to diſplay by her 

| curious 


7 
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| curious Way of drefling, wherein ſhe had abun- 
| dance of pretty Fancies. Thus, had her Vertue 
been comparable to her Beauty, Poppaa would 

have been the moſt accompliſh'd Perſon in the 
| World. But whether the wicked Example of her 
Ta: Mother had ſhed its baleful Influence upon her 
Heart, and pointed out to her the looſe and diſ- 
orderly Courſes ſhe purſued ; whether ſhe was 
naturally inclined to Debauchery; or, which is 
; moſt likely, that Ambition was the true Cauſe of 
| her Exceſles ; certain it is, ſhe abandon'd herſelf 
to a Vicious Life, and turn'd her Beauty to ſuch 


; vile and criminal Purpoſes, that, as an Hiſtorian «+ Tl. 
ſays, ſhe made no Difference between her Huſ- Annal. 14- 
1 bands and Adulterers. Her Duty and Reputa- 
„ tion were never put in the Scale with her Am- 
[ bition; the Deſire of being Great ſtifled in her 
: all Sentiments of Honour ; and ſhe ſacrificed to 
her Vanity the Advantages both of Body and 
Mind, whenever ſhe thought they would forward 
her Promotion. But after all, ſhe had Wit enough 


to appear every where with Diſcretion, and was 
ſo far Miſtreſs of it, as to make it ſubſervient to 
all ſorts of Characters; ſo that ſhe could act the 
Part of a Prude, as naturally as that of a Coquet. 
She paſs'd her younger Days under her Mother's 
. Roof, which was to her a School of Lewdneſs 
| and Debauchery. Here ſhe receiv'd the firſt 
Homage of the Beaux, that crowded to pay it 
to her Beauty, whoſe powerful Charms it was 
intpoſſible to reſiſt, At firſt, indeed, ſhe receiv'd 
her Admirers with an Air of Coldneſs and In- 
difference; ſhe ſeem'd unwilling to ſhew the 
Force of her Charms, and convers'd bur little : 
She ſeldom appear'd in publick ; and when ſhe f 
went abroad, wore a Veil that cover'd Half her in Nr. 
Face, whether ſhe had a Fancy for it, or whether 
by the Beauty of what appear'd ſhe would create 
a Deſire of ſeeing the reſt : But this cruel Re- 
| 8 2 ſerre, 
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ſerve, this affected Modeſty, did by no means 
agree with her Temper or her Views; ſhe ſoon 
began to ſnew the Truth of her Wanton Humour, 
uncover'd the other Half of her Face, and re- 
ceiv'd indifterently the Odours of Flattery from 
all Quarters. In ſhort, her Houſe was open to 
all Comers. | | 
Poppaa had too many Charms, to want Ad- 
mirers. Rufus Criſpinus was one of the moſt 
aſſiduous; and * made her ſo ſenſible of his Af- 
fection, that ſhe reſolv'd to reward it by Marri- 


age. From theſe Nuptials ſprung the young Criſ- 


pinus, afterward put to Death by Nero, for Rea- 
ſons no leſs ridiculous than (a) unjuſt. For the 
reſt, Sabina's Marriage proved no Reftraint upon 
her Liberty.  Criſpinus being exceedingly fond of 
her, and knowing that ſne had always done what 
ſne pleas d, had the Complaiſance, like a good- 
humour d Husband, to permitt all the Gentlemen 
of Figure in Rome to come and pay the Tribute 
of Praiſe and Flattery ſne was wont to receive 
before Marriage. At Poppæa's there was daily a 

olite and magnificent Court, where ſne was con- 
tinually incloſed within a Circle of fawning Ad- 
mirers, who exerted themſelves in offering In- 


cenſe to her Charms. Her Houſe was the Ren- 


dezvous for Sports, Paſtimes, and Diverſions; 


and here ſhe” found conſtant Exerciſe for her 
'Good-Humour ; tor ſhe would never ſuffer Con- 


verſation to flag, but return'd agreeable Anſwers 


to all the Fine things that were ſaid to her. 
However, Criſpinus ſoon perceiv'd, that this Com- 
plaiſance of his was of dangerous Conſequence. 


(a) Young Criſpinus playing reignty would in Time deyolve 

; 11dren | upon Criſpinus; and grew fo 
fuitable to his Age, made a | jealous upon it, that he cruelly 
Play wherein he acted the | order'd the poor Child to be 


Part of a og: This being | caſt headlong into the Sea, as 
told to Nevo, 


e look'd upon | he was diverting himſelf with 
it as an Omen that the Sove-] Angling, 2 
| He 
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He found by woful Experience, that thoſe la- 
bour'd Compliments, which came as from Friends 
only, were often the Product of Lovers Brains; 
and that thoſe Diverſions and Pleaſures in which 
his Spouſe took ſuch a particular Delight, and 
the Familiarities ſhe indulged, were many times 
the unhappy Forerunners of Conjugal Fidelity's 
approaching Bankrupcy. 3 
Of all the Courtiers that paid Poppæa conſtant 
Viſits, Otho was the moſt remarkable. That young 
Gentleman, who deſcended from one of the chief 
Families in Rome, beſide the Gracefulneſs of his 
_ Perſon, had the Advantage of Nero's particular 
Fayour. Being the conſtant Companion of his 
Debaucheries, the Witneſs of his Follies, and the 
Depoſitary of his Secrets, he could ask nothing 
but it was granted: And thus he became the 
Canal of all the Emperor's Benefits. A Man 
might promiſe himſelf Succeſs in any Affair, when 
Otho undertook to ſpeak to Nero, of whoſe Heart 
he ſeem'd to be ſole Maſter. Standing therefore 
ſo well at Court, tis no Wonder his Endeavours 
on behalf of Poppæa were attended with Succeſs, 
and that he found means to inſinuate himſelf 
with a Lady who had great Deſigns in View. 
He was always racking his Wit in Commen-* Tac: 
dation of her Beauty; ſeldom went to her Houſe 4unal. 13. 
without loading himſelf with Preſents ; and hard- 
ly ever left it without Marks of his Prodigality, 
which in Sabiza's Judgment paſs'd for Generoſity 
and Greatneſs of Soul. Thus his extravagant 
Expences being accompany'd with the moſt polite 
and gallant. Manners, f that artful Courtier fo f Plinius, 
managed Affairs, that his Aſſiduity made Poppæa 140. 19. c. 3. 
ſenſible, and his Liberality render'd her grateful. 
There is no Clew that leads ſo ſurely and di- 
rectly to moſt Womens Hearts, as that of Pre- 
ſents. It is a Rock upon which their ſtrongeſt 
_ Reſolutions often ſplit 8 their Vertue e 
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be good Proof, who can avoid being wreck'd upon 
this Sea. A rich and generous Lover has great 


Advantages to gain Returns of Aﬀe&ion. He 
leaps upon his Prize at once ; while others, with 


their Birth, and Parts, and Merit, have a long 


May to go before they reach the Goal. There 


are few Danae's, who ſhut their Boſoms againſt 


a Shower of Gold. Poppæa, loaded with Otho's 
fine Preſents, thought it would be unpardonable 


in her, not to anſwer a Paſſion ſo tender, and 


ſo generous. Beſide, the great Figure and In- 
tereſt of this Courtier were a Sting to the Am- 
bition of that haughty Lady. She ſoon form'd 
a thouſand Projects of Grandeur upon that of 
Otho: Her Head ran altogether upon that Fa- 
vourite's high Fortune. His fair deluding Pro- 
miſes put her Views upon the Stretch, and made 
her frame ro herſelf an Idea of the happy it 
Deſtiny in the World. All her Thoughts are 
now turn'd upon Otho; Criſpinus is become in- 
ſupportable to her; he is inſipid : She is unfaith- 
ful; and from Infidelity and Diſtaſte proceeding 
to Contempt, ſhe at laſt quits him entirely, to 
be altogether at Otho's Service. | 
When firſt this Roman began to make his Ad- 

dreſſes to Poppæa, his private Satisfaction was not 


, the Main thing he had in View. * "Tis certain, 


that Nero was not inſenſible of that Lady's Charms; 
but the little Reſpe& he till retain'd for his 
Mother, who had made ſuch a Noiſe about his 
Amour with Ate, obliging him to keep Mea- 
ſures, he entruſted Otho, the Partner of all his 
Pleaſures, to negotiate - his Affair with Poppæa 
But as it is difficult not to prevaricate in Com- 
miſſions of this ſort, which put the Fidelity of 


the Agents to ſuch ſharp and delicate Trials; 


Otho fell vehemently in Love with Criſpinus's 


Wife; and whether he thought Nero did not 


trouble himſelf about this Conqueſt, being then 
| _ ave” 
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much taken with Adte; whether he was glad to 
have Poppæa to himſelf; or that he judg'd it 


conducive to his Fortune to have her in his 


Power, to make uſe of in a proper Time and 
Place to rivet himſelf in Nero's Favour, by making 
him a Surrender of the charming Sabina ; he mar- 
ry'd her, as we have obſervd. 

No ſooner was he poſſeſs d of this fair Prize, 
but he fancy'd himſelf the happy ft Man upon 
Earth. 'He was ſo enchanted with her Beauty, 
that he was continually crying it up where-ever 
he came; and particularly before the Emperor 
he would be deſcanting upon her Features, her 
lovely Air, her eaſy Manner, her ſparkling Eye, 
and the Agreeableneſs of her whole Perſon ; 


not forgetting to extoll his own f Happineſs f Taci- 


above all other Mens, as Poſſeſſor of the fineſt LS. 


Woman in the Empire. Theſe pompous Enco- 
miums, which Otho, either out of exceſſive Love, 
or refined Politicks, was always repeating of his 
Spouſe, excited Nero's Curioſity; and as he had 
not a perfect Knowledge of Poppæa, he was de- 
ſirous to judge for himſelf whether his Friend 
Otho had not been partial in his Account. He 
got a Sight of Poppæa therefore, and finding her 
Charms to exceed all that had been ſaid of them, 
he immediately ſurrender d himſelf her Priſoner. 

Poppaa, who carry'd her Views beyond what- 
ever Otho could imagine, took Advantage, like a 
cunning Woman, of her Husband's falſe Step. 
She remark'd the Effect her Beauty had upon the 
Emperor's Heart; and not doubting, but if ſhe 
could make this Conqueſt, the vaſteft Deſigns 
that her Ambition had ever form'd, were an- 
ſwer'd at once; ſhe reſolv'd to ſet about this 
Work of Uſurpation in good earneſt. All her 
Attractives were employ d upon this Occaſion ; 
and they were the more dangerous, in regard of 
their mighty Strength. Tender and engaging 
5 e Looks, 
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Looks, languiſhing Airs, magnificent Garments ; 
in ſhort, every thing that could tempt Nero's Paſ- 
fion, was put in Practice, and took Effect. For 
'as ſhe had a wonderful Addreſs in rendering her- 
ſelf Amiable to any Perſon ſhe had a mind, it 
was no hard matter, eſpecially conſidering how 
well her Snares were laid, to entangle a Prince, 
whoſe Heat of Youth made him uncapable of 
Circumſpe&ion or Reſerve. Neither, in Truth, 
did he maintain. a Combat of one ſingle Mo- 
ment againſt Charms ſo very alluring. He im- 
puted Sabina's diſſembled Shew of Tenderneſs to 
a real Inclination; and grew ſo ſtrangely ena- 

mour'd, that he could not live without her. 
Nero's Aſſiduity in Love fill'd Otho with the 
cruel'ſt Alarms; for his Paſſion had, as it were, 
changed its Nature, ſince he became Poppaa's 
Husband ; fo that he could not endure the Thought 
of ſharing her with Nero. He repented his having 
inconſiderately rais'd up a Competitor, the more 
formidable becauſe he would never be croſs d in 
his Pleaſures. It is dangerous to have one's 
Prince and Maſter for a Rival, againſt whom one 
dares not take all Advantages, but his Amour 
leaves a Man this only Remedy, to ſit down pa- 
tiently, and acquieſce. However, as mortifying 
as ſuch a Situation may ſeem, Otho was forced to 
take up with it; whereupon his Heart was ſeiz'd 
with a corroding Grief, which ſhewing itſelf in 

his Countenance, was ſoon obſerv'd by Poppaa. 
Tis not queſtion'd, but her Affection for Ot ho 
was ſincere; but the Splendor of the Throne 
fll'd her Brain with more Elevated and Agree- 
able Ideas, than her Love could furniſh. Am- 
bition was her only Miſtreſs; Nero was nothing 
to her; it was not his Perſon ſhe admired. His 
Fortune was the Prey ſhe catch'd at; and the 
Conqueſt ſhe ſought over that Prince's Heart, 
was not ſo much for the Glory of the Triumph, 
: „„ 
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as to improve it to her Grandeur and Authority, 
by making him purchaſe her Favours at the Price 
of Empire. Nevertheleſs, as ſne was not ſure of 
this vaſt Succeſs, ſne did not care to throw off 
Otho entirely, that he might ſtand her Friend in 5 
caſe of a Default. With this View, ſhe try'd a 
ſhrewd and politick Experiment; namely, by 
affecting a greater Reſerve than ordinary; which, 
ſhe rightly judg'd , would cure Otho of his Jea- 
louſy, and at the ſame time be a powerful In- 
centive to the Emperor's Paſſion: For ſhe was 
not to learn, that Diſtaſte in Love is very often the 
Effect of too great a Facility in obtaining Favours, 
which are rated in proportion to the Difficulty 
of coming at them ; that Love is ſometimes loſt in 
the Fruition ; and that Nero who was naturally 
fickle, might alter his Affection, if he met with 
too forward a Return. | 
This Deſign was artfully managed. Poppæa, 
whoſe Temper was ſupple enough to ſerve any 
Purpoſe whatever, began to a& the Prude, un- 
der the Colour of Diſlike to her former Con- 
duct. She does all ſhe can to avoid being alone 
with Nero, or indeed of being long in his Com- 
pany upon any Terms. A precautious Modeſty 
and ſtrict Reſerve ſucceed to her wonted Gaiety 
and free Deportment : Not an Expreſſion drops 
from her, but what ſayours of the Grave and 
Serious: She guards herſelf in the moſt: minute 
and indifferent Actions: In a word, ſhe ſhews, 
upon all Occaſions, ſuch an auftere Regularity, 
that Nero happening to viſit her one Evening 
when Otho was gone out, ſhe bluntly refuſed him 
Entrance, and told him, * that it were a Crime “ Plutarc: 
in her to rob Octavia of her Husband's Heart; in Galb. 
that ſne had very particular Reaſons to be faith- 
ful to Otho, who had nothing but what ſavour'd 
of the Prince, either in his Perſon, his Carriage, 
or his Inclinations; whereas he, , being ſcanda- f Taz. 
louſly wrapt up in a miſerable Concubine, had 4unal. 13. 
. nothing 
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nothing about him, nor in his Perſon, but what 
was tainted with the Meanneſs of Acte's ſervile 
Condition; ſo that in ſhort he had nothing 
Great but his Dignity : 'That for her part, ſhe 
was marry d to Othe, and would not give her Huſ- 
band Cauſe to diflolve a Marriage, which he had 
render'd ſo extremely dear to her by his enga- 
ging Manner, that Nero with all his Sovereignty 
could not make her half ſo happy. 

Poppæa could not have hit upon a Conduct 
more delicate and enſnaring; and thus was the 
Bait too 33 laid for Nero not to be taken. 
Her feign d Reſerve kindled a greater Flame in 
the Emperor's Breaſt, than all the Favours ſhe had 
ſhewn him: But this Artifice had like to have 
colt Otho his Life; for Nero imagining that Pop- 
pea's Carriage to him was not ſo alter d without 
Otho's particular Order, whom he look'd upon as 
the Depoſitary, rather than the Husband, of that 
fine Roman Lady, he was ſo enraged at him, that 
to the firſt Suggeſtions. of his Paſſion he promiſ- 
ed no leſs, than to ſacrifice the Man who was | 
the Occaſion of it. He caft off immediately all 
the Affection he had borne him, deprived him of 


-* Plutarc. his Confidence and Familiarity, and * had made 


him feel the moſt diſmal Effects of his Reſentment, 
had he not been hinder'd by Seneca's Intreaties. 
That Philoſopher, who was always endeavouring 
to correct the Impetuoſity of Nero's furious Tem- 
per by moderate Counſels, and, by the way, was 
Otho's good Friend, repreſented to the Emperor, 
who till then was very ready to hear him, that 
ſo glaring a Revenge could not but make a great 
Noiſe in the World, and would convince the Pub- 
lick of the true Cauſe of Otho s Diſgrace, which 
it was by no means proper they ſhould know; 
whereas there were other ways to git rid of his 
Uneaſineſs upon account of that Favourite, now 
become his Rival, than by proceeding to ſuch 
12 5 © 6  Extre- 
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Extremities; for he need only remove him ar 
a Diſtance from Rome, to viſit Poppæa without a 
Partner. Nero having probably ſome Remains of 
Friendſhip for a Man to whom he had ſo long 
deliver'd himſelf up entirely and without Reſerve, 
eſpecially in all his private Debauches, inſomuch 
that he might be ſaid to have given him the Key 
of his Heart, approved of the Expedient propoſed 
to him. by his Preceptor. He conſtituted O2h⁰ 
Governor of Luſitania, and by that means pro- 
cured to himſelf the Pleaſure of ſeeing Poppæa 
without the Fear of a Rival. | | 

Otho may juſtly be ſtyled the Artificer of his 
own Miſery. What in his Reckoning ſhould have 
contributed to the Preſervation of his Fortune, 
had like to have coſt him his Life ; and he found 
himſelf under a neceſſity to quit Rome and Poppan 
both, and to repair to Luſitania, full of Grief 
and Jealouſy ; well knowing that tho' his Remo- 
val was colour'd over with the glorious Name of 
a Government, yet ir was in Truth no better 
than a rigorous Exile. So true it is, that a Man 
ought not always to rely upon the Friendſhip of 
the Great; becauſe there is very little Strength 
in the Bands wherewith they are bound, eſpeci- 
ally when Crimes have tied the Knot. 

However, Otho made a Vertue of Neceſſity, 
and turn'd his Diſgrace into the High Road to 
Preferment. * He behaved in his Government with * Sueton. 
ſo much Wiſdom and Moderation, as quite effa- 8 
ced the Remembrance of his former Exceſſes, in 0thon. 
and bury'd in dark Oblivion the bad Impreſſions 
which his Lewdneſs and Debauchery had made 
in Peoples Minds. On the other hand, f, the + Tacit. 
Exactneſs and Regularity of his Conduct, his Aal. 13. 
Integrity and Moderation gain'd him a very high as 
Eſteem, and ſo well ſecured to him the Hearts 
both of the People and Soldiery, that they m_— 

55 ward 


268 SABINA Porreas, 
ward declared for him, and advanced him to the 
Empire. | 


_. » Nero, having thus got rid of his Rival, left no 


Stone unturn'd to recover his Miftreſs's Favour, 
and his on Felicity. He was always paying his 
Compliments and Reſpects to her, and ſtooping to 
the vileft Submiſſions, as a Proof of his entire 
Surrender and Captivity. He was continually 
carrying Preſents to the haughty Poppæa; broke off 
all Commerce with Ate, of whom ſhe had ſome 
Jealouſy ; and to the reſt of his Largeſſes added 
a Promiſe of Marriage. This was the very Point 


that ſubtle Woman would be at; this, the ulti- 


mate End of her Ambition. She did not ſo much 
value Nero's Love, as his Dignity ; ſhe had a 
mind to ſhare the Throne with him ; and there 
was nothing too hard for her to attempt, to for- 


ward the Succeſs of that temerarious Project. She 


would not confide altogether” in the Charms of 
her Beauty, but gave Encouragement to Sooth- 
ſayers and ſuch Perſons to frequent her Houſe, 
and conſulted them in all her ſecret and impor- 


tant Affairs. But two great Obſtacles lay in the | 


way of this fine Project; to wit, Agrippina's Au- 


thority, and Octavia's Marriage. A Man might 
indeed think theſe ſhould have appear'd inſur- 
mountable to her; but Ambition is not eaſily 
repulſed. It is a Paſſion which Nothing can balk, 


Nothing can diſcountenance : So adventurous, 


that Nothing 1s too hard, or too bold for it to 
undertake : So inſatiable, that its Deſires increaſe 
with its Honours; and the Homage it receives, 
inſtead of ſatisfying, ſerves only as an Incentive 
to new Achievements: In a word, ſo jealous, 
that it can neither bear Superior nor Equal; 
but every thing that exceeds or even counterpoiſes 
its Authority, is expoſed to the Effects of its 
Fury and Reſentment, | 
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Poppæa, to do her Juſtice, did not ſtain her 
Hands with the Blood of thoſe who ſtood in the 
way of her Advancement; but ſhe was never- 
theleſs anſwerable for their unhappy Fate , be- 


cauſe ſhe was the only Cauſe of it. * No ſooner,” Dio, 
had ſhe got the Maſtery of Nero's infatuated “ *'* 


Temper, but ſhe apply'd herſelf to the Ruin of 
thoſe, who by their Rank, or Influence, or Au- 
thority, could obſtruct the Succeſs of her ambiti- 
ous Views. Sometimes ſhe would ſet the Empe- 
ror againft his Mother, by filling his Head with 
I know not what Jealouſies and Suſpicions, and 
magnifying the Extent of her Power, which ſhe 
made him almoſt dread, by telling him Agrippina 
would never reft till ſhe had made herſelf abſo- 
lute and independent. Sometimes ſhe made him 
believe that Princeſs had ill Deſigns againſt him, 
becauſe under the Notion of having given him 
the Empire, ſhe claim'd a Right ( ſhe ſaid) of 
taking it from him whenever ſhe pleas d. At 
other times ſhe incens'd the Emperor againſt 
Octavia, by inſinuating the fouleſt Calumnies to 
her Prejudice, and accuſing her of caballing 
againſt him, and alienating the Affections of his 


Subjects. Laſtly, ſhe f nettled him with the moſt + Tacit. 
provoking Language, reproaching him, that in- Aunal. 14 


ſtead of enjoying the Empire, and giving Laws 
to others, he was more a Subject than any of his 
Subjects; nay, that his Submiſſion was not like 
the Reſpect and Duty of a Son, but the Depen- 
dence of a Slave; and that all the World look d 
upon him as Agrippina's Pupil, who carry'd her- 
ſelf as his Guardian.“ For, to be plain with 
* you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, giving him a tender Look, and 
* ſhedding a few Tears of Diſſimulation, What Rea- 
ſon can you have to deferr the Accompliſh- 
ment of our Marriage, if it is true that you 
Dare your own Maſter > What Pretence can 
Men find, that ſhould reaſonably hinder dee 
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fect in my Perſon? Is not my Beauty to com- 
pare with any others? Or is it not worthy of 
your Affection? Will they urge that my Birth 
is not anſwerable to your high Rank? And 


* have they not ſeen my Family in Poſſeſſion of 
the firſt Dignity in the Republick ? Are there 


not to be found, in my Family, the ſame Mo- 
numents of Glory, which make the Grandeur 
and Magnificence of the principal Families in 
Rome, the Faſces of the Conſulate, and the 
Laurels of a (0) Triumph? Are there not to 


found, among my Anceſtors, Generals who de- 


ſerv'd well of the Empire, and whoſe Services 
were thought worthy of noble Rewards? But, 
Sir, I ſhould rather ask, continued ſhe, is not 
Agrippina apprehenſive that my Advancement 
would be a Curb upon her Pride and inordi- 
nate Ambition; and that the firm Adherence 
to your Intereſts, which our Marriage muſt 
neceſſarily engage me to, would oblige me to 
lay open to you her wicked Deſigns, expoſe to 
the Senate and People all the Injuries ſhe has 
done them, and trace, the Footfteps of her 
inſatiable Avarice ? If your Majeſty's Mother, 
being uſed to govern you, cannot bear my 
living happily with you, Reftore me, I beſeech 


We hall in the ſubſequent 


„ that the Conſuls had | Pages take Notice of the 


Lictors to walk before them; 


and that theſe Lictors carry'd 
Faſces, or Bundles of Rods 
tied up with an Axe, as a Badge 
of the Conſuls Power and Au- 
thority. The other Magiſtrates 
had alſo a certain Number of 
Lifors ; and when ſeveral Ma- 
iſtrates of different Degrees 
appen'd to meet, the Lictors of 
the InferiorMagilt 
their Faſces by way of Salute 
to the Superior Magiſtrate, 


rate lower'd 


| 


Crowns they granted to Me- 
rit. Thoſe who had had the 
Honour of a Triumph, were 
permitted to wear in Publick 
Allemblies the Crowns given 
them for their Triumphs; 
which they never fail'd to do, 
becauſe they were ſo many 
glorious Monuments of their 
Valour, and of the Services 
my had done the Repub- 
lick. ; 
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ce you, to my Husband ; Send me home to Otho. 
«I will go and ſeek him in the moſt diſtant 
«© Corners of the Earth. There, remote from the 
« inevitable Dangers to which I ſee you expoſed, 
© and wherein, as Sharer of your Fortune, I muſt 
“certainly be involv'd, it will be leſs grating 
“and painful to me to hear of the Inſults of- 
* ferd to my Emperor, than to be the ſad 
« Spectator of them. | 

heſe cutting Sarcaſms, enforced with e- 
nough of Art, mage the ſtronger Impreſſion upon 
Nero's Mind, in regard Poppæa was back'd in her 
Deſigns by the Courtiers about the Emperor's 
Perſon ; who, perceiving their Authority almoſt 
ſwallow'd up by that of Agrippina, were glad to 
ſet up Poppaa's Intereſt as a ſort of Barrier 
againſt the Arbitrary Proceedings of the Empreſs- 
Mother ; but were not, at the long run, for 
Nero's carrying his Reſentment ſo far as to 
murder her, which we have obſerv'd he did. 
But ſuch is the deplorable Weakneſs of almoſt 
all thoſe who are poſſeſs'd with the Devil of in- 


\ ordinate and forbidden Love. Blinded with that 


enchanting Paſſion, which ſeduces their Will ar 
the ſame time that it ſeizes their Heart, they find 
themſelves under the fatal Incapacity of refuſing 
any thing to the Objects of their Flames, and raſh- 
ty ſubſcribe to whatever they demand, without 
Thought or Conſideration, without Regard to the 
deareſt Ties of Blood, without Poſſibility of the 
Voice of Nature itſelf to reſtrain them. _ 
The haughty Poppæa having accompliſh'd the 


Ruin of the Empreſs Agrippina, of whoſe Power 


ſhe was ſo jealous, had now nothing to do but 
to perſecute Octavia, the only remaining Obſtacle 
to her Marriage with Nero. As ſhe had a won- 
derful Talent for Gallantry, ſhe try'd every Stra- 
tagem in Love, to enflame the Emperor's Heart ; 
and herein ſhe ſucceeded ſo well, that — 2 

ecily 
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fectly idolized her, and was no longer able to 
deny her any thing ſne ask d. Thus Octavia was 
repudiated, and baniſh'd to an Iſland; ſoon 
after which, he marry'd Poppæa, of whom he 
may more properly be ſaid to have been bewitch d, 
than enamour d. ; 3 | 
The Populace, who generally fall in with the 
Reaſons of the Prince, without examining into the 
Juſtice of them, do by that means. often-times 
give a Sanction to his Vices. Hence Statues were 
immediately erected to this new Empreſs; and 
by that ſervile Work of Flattery, the Approba- 
tion of the Romans was injuriouſſy ſtampt upon 
Nero's ſcandalous Marriage, and conſequently 
upon Octavia's cruel Baniſnment; and Poppæa 
being at laſt advanced to the Throne of the Em- 
pire, which had coſt her ſo many Sighs and Vows, 
now. tarn'd her Thoughts to the quiet Enjoy- 
ment of her new Dignity : But her Triumph 
laſted no longer than Octavia's Exile, and the 
Scene. was very ſoon changed with regard- to 
thoſe two Ladies. The People, whoſe "Temper 
is always variable and capricious, had no ſooner 
made Reflexion upon Octavia's Baniſhment, and 
the Wrongs done to that poor Princeſs , the laſt 
Remains of the Blood of the Cæſars; but they 
began to murmur at her unjuſt Exile, and to call 
aloud for the immediate Return of Claudius's 
Daughter. The City was all in Confuſion, and 
made ſuch Complaints as reach'd the Emperor's 
Ears ; whereupon, dreading the Conſequences of 
the general Diſcontent, he pretended to be ſorry 
for what he had done, and ſent for her home. 
The News of the unfortunate Octavia's Return 
caus d an univerſal Joy at Rome. People of all 
Ranks went out to meet that illuſtrious Exile; 
and every Countenance was elate upon this happy 
Occaſion. They made Rejoicings ſo much the 
more mortifying to Poppæa, in regard they threw 


down 
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down her Statues before her Face, and trampled 
them under Foot, with all poſſible Contempt; 
while thoſe of Octavia were repair d and carry'd 
in Triumph about the Streets. But theſe Marks 
of Affection, which the People, in their Exceſs of 
Zeal, ſhew'd for that Princeſs, did but haften 
her Death. Poppæa, piqued in the moſt ſenſible 
Part of her Pride, was inconſolable upon the In- 
dignities offer'd to her Statues. It was the moſt 
heinous Affront that could be put upon her. She 
drew Inferences from it, little favourable to her 


Deſigns; for ſhe did not doubt but the Incli- 


nation of the Romans was for Octavia; and thence 
concluding ſhe could never be ſafe upon the 
Throne, ſo long as that Princeſs liv'd ; that Nero, 
who ſhe knew was for chiming it with the Humours 
of the People, might be tired with their Solici- 
tations and Intreaties, and in the end open his 
Eyes to the barbarous Treatment he had given 
his ſawful and innocent Wife, who brought him 
the Empire : From ſuch Reflexions as theſe, ſhe 
inferr'd the Neceſſity of making a ſpeedy Sacri- 
fice of that poor Princeſs. | 

To work Nero up to this Reſolution, ſhe em- 


| ploy'd the Force of her Charms, and the Depth 


of her Politicks. She cunningly blended her own 
Intereft and that of the Emperor together ; ſhe 
magnify'd Oftavia's Power, her Credit with the 
People, her evil Deſigns; and, to prepare the 
Emperor to receive any Impreſſions ſhe would 
have him, ſhe aſſured him that this Commotion 
of the People was in Truth a Revolt againft 
their Prince. She enforced the Luſtre of her 
Beauty with the ſecret Charm her Voice was 
always found to have in the Perſuaſive | Fa- 
culty ; and aſſuming a dejected Look, ſhe went 
and threw herſelf at Nero's Feet, where, with 
Eyes full of Tears, and in that Poſture which 
heighten'd the Amiableneſs of her Perſon, the 
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addreſs d him with the moſt tender and moving 
Air, as follows: That as deſirous as ſhe was 
sto preſerve imdiſſolubly the Bands of a Mar- 
riage which render'd her the Emperor's inſepa- 
rable Companion, and ſo was the higheſt Ho- 
nour ſhe could aſpire at; yet fhe did not now 
appear there, to pray him not to break it. 
No, Sir, ſaid ſhe, that is not the Fayour I am 
come to beg of you; but'tis my Life that I would 
put under your Majeſty's Protection. Oftavia's 
* + ditions Party, arrogating to themſelves the 
© plauſible Name of the People, have ventur'd 
to do that in the midſt of Peace, which they 
© durſt not have undertaken in a Time of War. 
© 'Theſe Arms, Sir, if you will but conſider a 
“ little, are taken up againſt you. They want only 
c a Head, which Octavia's Caball will ſoon fur- 


8 3 8 


* Tacit. niſn them. * For in ſhort, Sir, if tis only 
Annal. 14.84 my Life they are in Purſuit of, what have 1 


< done to deſerve Death? What Crime, what 
Injury has Poppæa committed? Whom has ſhe 
* had the Misfortune to diſpleaſe? Are the 
* People angry with her, becauſe ſne can bring 
the Emperor lawful Heirs? Had Rome rather 
* ſee upon the Throne of its Empire the infa- 
* mous Poſterity of a wretched Piper? meaning 
Eucer, to whom Nero, by the fouleſt of Calumnies, 
had accuſed Oftavia of having proftituted herſelf. 
But your Majeſty's Intereſt, . continued the 
* Enchantreſs, is too dear to me, not to be pre- 
* ferr'd to my own Satisfaction. If I give Um- 
* brage to any Perſon; or plainly, if you will 
make the People your Mafter, do not ſtay till 
they oblige you to recall Octavia; but take 
* her home with a good Grace, and without 
being forced by the brutiſh Authority of an 
*-inſolent Mobb. Yours and the Publick Inter- 
* eft ought to be conſulted preferably to my 
private Advantage. Reſign me to the Emo- 

| 5 ; ** lument 
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* lnment of the State, or rather to the Publick 
** Odium. Having already been the unhappy Ob- 
* je&t of Agrippiua's Fury, and of Octavia s Re- 
venge, I ſhall readily ſubmitt to be Rome's Sa- 
crifice, if the Intereſt of the Republick calls 
me to it: Or, elſe, Sir, if your Majeſty will 
not ſuffer a head-ftrong Multitude, made up 
of vile mutinous wretches,. to impoſe Laws 
upon you; if you have a mind to let them 
ſee that you are Maſter; if, in ſhort, you 
© have the leaſt Spark of Goodnefs left for 
C Poppaa, ſecure her Life by puniſhing thoſe that 
* threaten it. You will find it very eaſy to pre- 
vent ſuch Difturbances, Octavia being the only 
© Cauſe of them: *Tis but depriving them of 
ce all Hopes of taking her home again, and the 
* People will foon be putting you upon marry+ 

« ing another Wife.” Ee oo 
Never was Slander dreſs d up in better Co- 
lours: Never was Falſhood inſinuated with more 
ſpecious Marks of Truth. Nero was caught in 
Poppaa's Snares: He liften'd attentively to her 
framed Diſcourſe ; and ſhe ſpoke it ſo moving- 
ly, and with ſo much Art, that the Emperor be- 
liev'd every Word ſhe ſaid. The Story of Ofa- 
via's pretended Caball gave him ſome Alarm : 
As weak and .impotent as that Princeſs was, he 
was afraid of her; for Poppæa had ſo cunningly 
wrought up her Arguments with the Denuncia- 
tion of certain and imminent Danger, that that 
Prince, imagining his Life was at Stake, if he 
did not put an End to Ofavia's, took the 
cruel Reſolution that ſhe ſhould die. After the 
Guilt of Parricide, the greateſt of Crimes cannot 
be ſuppoſed to ſtick with him; nor the leaſt Scru- 
ple concerning the Murder of his Wife, after 
having dipt his impious Hands in the Blood of 
his Mother. Octavia being diſpatch'd therefore, 
Poppaa was eas d of her Jealouſy; and conclu- 
1 2 ding 


fo | 
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ding that her Dominion was now ſecured, and her 
Marriage confirm d, ſhe caſt about how to be 
revenged upon thoſe who had obſtructed her 
Deſigns, and to reward with her Favours thoſe 

that had ſtood her Friends. Doriphorus, Steward 

of the Emperor's Houſhold, loſt his Life for hav- 

| ing taken the Freedom to expreſs his Diſlike of 
* Foſeph. his Maſter's Paſſion for Sabina; and * Geſſius 
ap Hg 4. Florus, on the contrary, becauſe he was Cleopatra's 
Husband, who had always been firm to Poppæa, 

was made Governor of Judæa; Nero lying un- 

der an Incapacity to deny any thing to this Lady, 

who kept him in a ſort a, Captivity, and of 

whom he was ſo enamour'd, that. he could ſee 
nothing in her but what merited his Adoration. 

; Being ſuch an Admirer of Poppaa's Beauty, of 

which ſhe had alſo a very good Opinion herſelf, 


he was inceſlantly crying it up in the moſt ex- 


travagant manner. He would even exert his Ta- 
lent in magnifying the leaſt of her Charms; and 


5 Plinius, ſ᷑ took the Pains to make Verſes upon the Beauty of 


1217.64, her Hair, which he ſaid was the Colour of Amber. 


It is agreed, that Poppæa was a finiſh'd Beauty; 


but then it muſt be remember'd, no Woman ever 


SI. ibid. took more Care to cultivate it. $ She ſpared nei- 
lib. 11. c. 41. 


Kia. ther Coſt nor Pains to preſerve it in the Luffre 


which attracted ſo many Admirers. Beſide the 
rodigious Sums laviſh'd in the Compoſition of 


er particular Waſhes and Paints, which this Em- 
+ 7 uvenal. _ brought in Faſhion ; + ſhe had five hundred 
he-Aſſes, that had newly foal'd, kept with a 


at. 6. 


ll Plinius, 7575 deal of Care, to be || milk d every 
lib.38.c.11. Morning for her to bathe in, becauſe they had 
421 a Notion that Aſſes Milk was endued with an 


excellent Quality to preſerve the Skin ſmooth and 
white, and free from Wrinkles, thoſe grievous 


*X7pþilin- Attendants upon Age: And * where-ever ſhe 
removed her Court, it was conſtantly attended 


in Ner- | 
by that long-ear d Train. ; 
e Her 


wes and as «a> ond pod oP 
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Her Variety of Dreſſes alfo, and the Glitter- 
ing of her Jewels, gave an additional Brilliant to 
the Fineneſs of her Features. She was continually 
parading it in the richeſt new Habits that were 
do be had, which gave her a Turn of Gallantry, 
as well as of Pride. Her Furniture was extreme- 
ly nice and delicate; and her Equipage propor- 
tionably magnificent. The Mules that carry'd 
her Litter, were ſumptuouſly harneſs'd ; and in- 
ſtead of being ſhod with Iron, as they commonly 
are, hers had Shooes of Gold. Their very * Pliniu. 
Strops and Traces were made of Gold Wire ; “Bi. 
and ſhe never appear d in publick, without theſe 
gaudy Enſigns of Pride and Vanity. Never was 
Luxury carry'd to ſuch a Height. As ſhe had 
nothing ſo much at Heart as the Deſire to pleaſe, 
ſhe did every thing with Affectation. She was 
continually at her Looking-Glaſs, to adjuſt the 
Situation of her Features, as well as of her Garb: 
And *tis reported, that one day the vain Poppæa 
not thinking herſelf handſome enough, and with 
Grief foreſeeing the ſad, but neceſſary and inevi- 
table Decline of her Charms, which the fatal 
Laws of Time would not indulge, ſhe | fell into pb. 
a violent Agony, and implored the Gods that ſhe in Ner- 
might die before ſhe was old. | 
Tho! it is certain that Poppæa did not make 
the beſt Uſe of her Beauty, yet ſhe always af- 
fected a great deal of outward Modeſty. She 
obſerv'd a Regularity of Conduct, which might 
eaſily deceive ; and it was doubtleſs on the Cre- 
dit of theſe exterior Shews of Vertue, that Joſephs 
wrote an Encomium upon that Empreſs : Unleſs 
we would rather take it to be a Tribute of Thanks 
for the many Obligations which Poppan had laid 
upon that illuſtrious Few, in honouring him ſeve- 
ral times with her Protection, when he had not 
only the Intereſt of the Prime Courtiers to ſtrug- 
e T 3 gle 
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gle with, but had even Kings for his Antagoniſts; 
as in the Caſe of Felix. N ao 

This Gentleman was Brother to Pallas, ſo fa- 
mous for his Credit and Authority in the Reign 
of Claudius, who was abſolutely; govern'd by 
him; and for his immenſe Riches, collected by 
dint of the cruel't Extorſion, which afterward 


precipitated his fatal End. Felix was ſent Go 


vernor to Judæa; where, confiding in his Bro- 
* Tacit. ther's Intereſt at Court, he behaved very haugh- 
Annal. la. tily in his Office, and ſhew'd all the bruriſh 
Pride that too often intoxicates Men ſuddenly 
rais d by Fortune to the higheſt Honours and 
Employs, from which the Meanneſs of their Birth 


would have kept them at an infinite Diſtance. 


Thus, to give People ſome Idea of his Power, 
that they might know what they had to truſt to, 
+ Baron. f he caus'd ſeveral Prieſts to be loaded with 
a Anual-Chains upon ſome {lender Occaſion, and ſent them 
48. xi, to Rome to be try d. Baronius takes theſe Prieſts 
| to be the ſame Fews who made a Vo that they 
would mn eat nor drink till they had ſlain 
S. Paul. , a Fre | 


King Agrippa, whoſe Father had borne ſo great 
a Sway at Rome, finding himſelf interefted in this 


Affair, chimed in with Felix; and theſe Two em- 
ploy'd their Credit at Court with ſuch Succeſs, that 
the Accuſed were ſtrictly confined in Priſon, with- 
out much Enquiry into the Merits of their Cauſe. 
Joſephus, being their Friend, and well knowing the 
Innocency of the Men, reſoly'd to go and ſolicite 
8 Foſeph, in their behalf. He embarques, and$ accidentally 
in vit. ſua · upon his Route falls into Company of Aliturius, a 
Jew by Nation, and Farce-Player by Profeſſion; 
a Man mightily careſs d by Nero, (who ſometimes 
took Delight in appearing upon the Stage with 
ſach ſort of People) and no leſs in the Good- 


Graces of the Empreſs. Joſephus, who was a Per- 


ſon of Quality, and of great Conſideration among 
the 
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the Jews, eaſily engaged this Comedian in his In- 
tereſts, who was indeed proud of the Opportu- 
nity of ſerving one of his own Nation, and of 
Joſephus's Merit. They purſued their Voyage 
therefore, and no ſooner arrived at Rome, but 
Aliturius hurry'd away to Court, and recommend- 
ed, with abundance of Zeal and Warmth, the Af- 
fair of Joſephus to the Emperor and Poppaa, to 
whom he ſoon after introduced him ; when that 
illuſtrious Few made them ſo fine and elegant a 
Recital of his Buſineſs, that they were charm'd 
with him. Poppæa was fo eager to oblige Joſe- 
phus, that ſhe took upon her to ſolicite Nero in 
his behalf; and as it was impoſſible ſuch a power- 
ful Advocate ſhould miſcarry, the Priſoners were 
acquitted and ſet at Liberty, maugre all the In- 
trigues of Pallas and the King of Judæa; and 
Jeg beſide the Gaining of his Cauſe, receiv d 
rom Poppæa Preſents ſuitable to his Merit, and 
to her Magnificence. . Wi; 

This Empreſs look d upon her high Station as 
the Summet of . having no Notion of 
the Value of a Heavenly Crown: Wherefore, 
S. Paul would fain have inſpired her with the Grace 
of Faith, and with the Knowledge of the true 
Religion. As this Part of Poppæa's Hiſtory is 
very little known, becauſe (if I rightly remem- 
ber) S. Chryſoſtom is the only Perſon,that has men- 
tion'd it, I ſhall upon that Father's Authority 
preſent it to the (c) Reader. | 


(c) Neronem prorſus ex fama 
noviſtis ; Hir enim impud citià, 
ſceleribuſque omnibus inſignis 
fuit, frimuſque ac ſolus, in 
tanto Imperii culmine, novo: 
quoſdam laſciviæ, flagitii, atque 
turpitudinis modos excogitavit, 
exquiſwit, invenit. Hic itaque 
Paulo beatiſſimo (uno enim eo- 
demque tempore vitam iftam 


e dual, as proſe 


ſemilia crimina objiciens his, 
que vos modo Sanctis Viris obji- 
citis: pellicem enim ejus,quam 
ile deperibat, atque in deliciis 
habebat, cumeinduxiſſet fidei ac 
religionis Sacramenta ſuſcipere, 
perſuaſerat una inceſtumillum, 
impurumque congreſſum decli- 
nare. Heæc, inquam, ile cri- 


um, atque 


nequam , flagitiaſ 


4 


| mina object ant, corruptoremque, 


8. Paul, 
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* $. chy- 8, Paul, during his firſt Abode at Rome, ha 
— contracted an Acquaintance at Nero's Court, 
Vit. Mo- Some go ſo far as to affirm, that from this time 
paſt: he kept a Correſ ondence by Letters with Se- 
neca; tho moſt of our modern Authors agree, 
I. Gogeau, that all theſe Letters are ſuppoſititious, f unwor- 
— os thy of S. Paul and of Seneca, and the Work of 
ute © ſome Impoſtor; but on the other hand, they 
{[Baronizs, all allow, that it is very || probable Seneca knew 
1 Journ S. Paul, whoſe Doctrine and Reputation ſeem'd 
S.Chryſop.ſo extraordinary, and made ſo great a Noiſe in 
in Ad. the Empire. Be that as it will, tis certain S. Paul 
Homil. 54. was acquainted with ſeveral of Nero's Officers, 
_ $ Philipp. fince he ſays himſelf, that his $ Bonds were mani- 
#3 feſt in the Emperor's (d) Palace. 
It was apparently by means of this Acquain- 
tance, that the Apoſtle came to the Speech of 
Poppæa. He repreſented to her, with a generous 
Freedom, the Errors of her paſt Life ; and ob- 
ſerving with what Attention ſhe heard him, he 
nebulonem, & his ſimilia, quæ the Concluſion of this Epiſtle 
vos perftrepitis,Paulum vocitans,| he tells the Philippians, All 
primum quidem conjecit in vin-| the Saints ge yr chiefly 
cula : cum vero, ut puells ejuſ-| they that are of 
cemodi monita atque conſi lia] hold. Hence S. Ferome took 
dare deſineret, illi perſuadere Occaſion to ſay, that S. Paul 
non poſſet, necavit tandem. S. had the Secret 'of building 2 


Chryſoſt. adverſus Vituper. | Church in the very Palace of 
Vita Monaſt, . | | his Perſecutor. This ſame Fa- 


£7 


(d) That S. Paul had ſome | believ'd that Seneca turn d 
Acquaintance at Nero's Court, | Chriſtian, and kept a Correſ- 
is moſt certain: I would ye pondence by Letters with 
ſbould underſtand, ſays he to|S. Paul; nay, he did not ſcru- 
the Philippians, that the things ple to place him among the 
which happened unto me, tar |Saints, and to rank him with 
from being a Hindrance, have ſ the Eccleſiaſtical Authors. *Tis 
fallen out rather unto the Fuy-|true,eyery body now takes thoſe 

 therance of the Goſpel : So that Letters to be forged ; but at 


my Bonds in Chriſt are manifeſt | the ſame time, it mult be gran.. 


in all the Palace, and in all|ted, that tis almoſt impoſlible 
other Places. It is moreover |] Seneca ſhould not know S. Paul, 
certain, that that Apoſtle con- whoſe Doctrine and Impriſon- 
verted ſeveral of Nero's Offi- ment made à great Noiſe at 
cers to the Faith; For toward] Rome. HIS e 


N 1 thought 


zſfar's Houſe 


ther went farther yet; for he. 
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thought it a proper Opportunity to explain to her 
the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, and to 
exhort her to embrace its Principles and its Practi- 
ces. Theſe Admonitions, deliver'd with a Zeal 
worthy of the Apoſtle, who was himſelf conſumed 
with Zeal for his Maſter's Glory, ſtagger d Poppæa, 
and wrought ſuch a Change in her, that Nero 
could not help taking Notice of it. It was to 
touch that Prince in the moſt ſenſible Part, to 
inftill any Principles into Poppæa, that did not 
quadrate with his Inclinations. Being inform'd, 


that S. Paul was the Man who had read ſuch 


Lectures of Self-Denial to Poppæa, as had ren- 
der'd her grave, and modeſt, and reſerv'd ; and 
giving the Reins to his Paſſion, he caus'd that 
Apoftle to be ſeiz'd and loaded with Chains, and 


then ſhut up in a loathſome (e) Priſon ; calling 


him a Rogue, -a Villain, a Seducer, a Vagabond, 
and all the injurious * his Rage could ſug- 
geſt to him. 5 

S. Peter was S. Pauls Companion in his Bonds, 
as he was afterward in his Triumph. Their 
Priſon was a darkſome Dungeon at the Foot of 


the Capitol; where Guards were placed upon 


them, who had not Power to reſiſt the Words 
of Life which proceeded from the Mouths of 
thoſe Holy Criminals, and wanted nothing but 
Water for their Initiation by Baptiſm, to embrace 
the Religion preach'd to them by the Apoſtles. 


e) This is what they now gives the following Deſcrip- 
call at Rome, San Pietro in| tion of it: Eft locus in carcere 
carcere · It was anciently call'd | quod Tullianum appellatur , 
Carcer Tullianum, There were | abi paululum aſcenderis ad 
two Priſons, one above the ¶lævam, circiter duodeeim pedes 
other: The Malefactors char- | humi depreſſus. Eum muniunt 
ged with the NN Crimes | undique parietes, atque inſuper 
were put in the Under one, | camera lapideis fornicibus 
call'd Robur: O dignum carcere | juncta, ſed inculta tenebris, 
& robore { ſaid Cicero. It was | odore fœda, atque terribilis ejus 
a horrid Place, both for its facies eſt. 

Darkneſs and Stench. Salluſt ; 


This 
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This Want was ſoon ſupplyd. God, who in a 
terrible Drought, did once open the Bowels of 
a Rock, at the Inſtance of Moſes, and cauſe ſuch 
refreſning Streams to flow from thence, heard 
alſo the Prayer of the Apoſtles, and cleaving the 
Boſom of a large Marble-Stone, which lay in the 
middle of the Dungeon, miraculouſly furniſh'd a 
Spring of Water, which rais'd thoſe happy Jailors 
to eyerlaſting Life. For, ſome days after their Bap- 
tiſm, having been inform'd againſt for their new 
Religion, and yielding the precious Fruit of the 
Marty - Apoſtles Labours, they with a wonderful Con- 
ra = "oh ſtancy ſuffer d Martyrdom for the Faith of Jeſus 
* Chriſt, which they had but juſt embraced. 4910 
The narrow Bounds of S. Paul's Priſon could 
by no means confine his Zeal. That Apoſtle, hav- 
ing had the good Fortune to bring over his 
Guards, ad ventured to exhort, by his Emiſſaries, 
the Empreſs Poppæa to hearken to the Truth, 
which he had preach'd unto her. But the Seed 
had not taken Root. As the Advances ſhe had 
made toward Vertue, upon S. Paul's Lectures, 
were but doubtful and wary Steps, the Strength 
of Habit ſoon drew her back to her former Courſe 


* 


4 
4 


2 could ſay; and beſide, Nero put a Stop to his 


Vit. Mo- Intercourſe,” and perhaps to his Succeſs. For 
naſt. that Emperor being told, that his pretended Se- 
ducer found means to furniſn Poppæa with In- 
ſtructions from the Priſon itſelf, and preſs'd her 
to embrace a Religion to whoſe pious Maxims he 
was an utter Enemy, he cruelly order'd him to 
be beheaded without the City-Walls, the ſame 
day that he caus'd S. Peter to be nail'd to the 

Croſs. a 
Thus did Poppæa return to her former Abo- 
minations. Still giddy with her Beauty and her 
Grandeur, ſhe ftudy'd more and more how to 


and 


+ 5: Chry- of Life, notwithſtanding all that f the Apoſtle 


maintain the one by the Charms of the other ; 
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and the Emperor, whoſe Paſſion for her was as 
violent as ever, meeting with the ſame Returns 
as before, ſet no Bounds to his Tenderneſs and 
Complaiſance. But what contributed, more than 
all the reſt, to increaſe his Flame, was the Hope 
of having an Heir to his Name and Fortune, 


grounded upon the Empreſs's proving with Child. 


It is impoſſible to expreſs Nero's Joy upon this 
News. It ſhew'd itſelf all manner of ways, and 
particularly by the Multitude of his Vows, to 
obtain of the Gods a happy Birth. L. £9 

The Senate, the People, and other Orders of 
the City, were not behind-hand upon this Oc- 
caſion, to convince the Emperor of the Part they 
took in his Joy. They inſtituted Games and 
Combats, and order'd Publick Prayers to be put 
up for. Poppaa. She was happily deliver'd, at 
Antium, of a Daughter, who was named Claudia, 
and ſoon after honour'd with the Title of Au- 
guſta, as well as the Mother; and Nero ſeeing 
now the Accompliſhment of his Vows, carry'd his 


Exultation to the higheſt Pitch. He inſtituted Pit, 
ſumptuous Games, and a Turnament after the Feten. 


* 


Athenian Manner. He dedicated a Temple to the 
Goddeſs of Fruitfulneſs, in "Thankſgiving for 
that of Poppaa; and that nothing might be 
wanting to do Honour to that young Princeſs's 
Birth, he order'd Opera's to be perform'd in a 
Theatre on the farther Side of the Tiber, whither 
reſorted an extraordinary Concourſe of People, 
to hear the Songs and Hymns compoſed in Ho- 
nour of Claudia Auguſta, wherein the Emperor 
deign'd to join his Voice with thoſe of the Mu- 
"_ and to appear at the Head of the Con- 
Of tun: 51 NL 5 

The Senate went to Antium in a Body, and in 
their Habits of Ceremony, to congratulate Poppæa 
on this happy Occaſion; and all the Orders ſtrove 


which ſhould out-do the other in Expreſſions of 


Joy. 
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Joy. But it was ſoon changed into Mourning ; 
for Claudia liv'd but a few Months; and Nero, 


who upon her Birth had no Government of him- 


ſelf in rejoicing, was now o'erwhelm'd with Grief, 
and ſhew'd as little Reaſon in his Sorrow, as 
he had before done in his Joy. Freſh Work 
for the Senate, this! Bound to frame their Sen- 
timents according to thoſe of the Emperor, they 
muſt now exert themſelves in Mournful guiſe, 
for the Princeſs's Death. They decreed to honour 
her as a Goddeſs, to ere& 'Temples to her, and 
to inſtitute Prieſts for her Service; thus carrying 
their Flattery to the higheſt Degree of Impiety. 
Poppæa's Grief was more ſenſible and affecting, 

in regard it was more juſt and ſincere; for if 
Affection had not drawn Tears from her upon 
the Loſs of her Daughter, Policy would have 
_ claim'd them, the Birth of that Princeſs having 
fixd the Emperor's Volatile Temper ; ſo that 
ſhe might be look'd upon as the Pledge of his 
Love. On the other hand, Poppaa's Fruitfulneſs 
had gain'd her the Hearts of the Romans, ſuffi- 
ciently diſaffected to her ſince the Murder of 
Octavia. But a ſecond Pregnancy revived all her 
Hopes ; and ſhe would doubtleſs have ſeen all her 
Deſire, had Nero ſuffer d her to go her Time out. 
That Prince, who had long turn'd a deaf Ear 
to the grave Remonſtrances of the Wiſe and the 
Vertuous, and abandon'd himſelf entirely to the 
8 Cajoles of a few Court-Paraſites, whoſe 
jews were more to the Advancement of their 
Private Intereſt, than of their Maſter's Glory, 
was carry d away with Amuſements unworthy of 
his Rank, and gave his Mind to nothing but 
Muſick, and Dancing, and Farce-Playing, where- 
in he was proud of being thought a Maſter. But 
his prime Ambition of all was, to excell in dri- 
ving a Chariot, which he had ſuch an Opinion of, 
that he reſolv'd to trayel from Rome to Greece, 
to 
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to ſhew his Dexterity in that Art, as we ſhall 
fee ꝶ̃ũ On 8 
Poppæa, vex'd to ſee him employ'd in theſe 

mean Exerciſes, which expoſed him to Publick 
Ridicule, endeavour'd to diſengage him, by cen- 

ſuring ſuch pitiful Diverſions, as derogatory from 

the Glory and Majeſty of an Emperor. She firſt 

try'd the Strength of her Intreaties, her Careſſes, 

and her Tears; but finding all theſe to no 
purpoſe, ſhe reſolv'd to make an Attempt in the 

way of Rallery and Banter: But this Eſſay, in- 

ſtead of producing a good Effect, did only prove 

fatal to herſelf : For that unnatural Prince, being 

unable to bear the Sarcaſtical Jokes of Poppaa, - 

one day when ſhe was bantering him about dri- 

ring a Chariot, he gave her a Kick on the Belly, Tait. | 
which put an end to her Life. Wah 8 

Nero, as ſoon as his Paſſion was over, appear d in Ner. 

inconſolable upon this Loſs. He caus d all ima- Npbilin. 
ginable Honours to be paid to Poppæa's Corpſe. 

It was embalm'd by his Order, according to the 

Cuftom of Foreign Kings, and repoſited with a 

vaſt deal of State in the Tomb of the Julii - 

Nay, if Pliny is to be believ'd, there were f burnt, f Plinius, 
| at her Funeral, more Perfumes, than Arabia = ph —_ 
produced in a Year. Laſtly, to make her amenddss 
for the unfortunate Blow he had given her, the 
Emperor made her a Goddeſs, by procuring her 

a Decree of Immortality: A Funeral Oratioa 

was pronounced in Praiſe of that Princeſs ; 
wherein Care was taken to do Juſtice to her 
Beauty : And Nero grew ſo fond of her after 

her Death, that his Paſſion then became as in- 
famous, as before it had been violent: Inſomuch 

that the Rules of Modeſty and Decorum forbid 

me to tranſlate what the || Hiſtorians have re- Aurel. 
corded, of that profligate Emperor's Tranſacti- fem, * 
ons with his Free- Man Sporus, whoſe Face very in Ner. 
much xyeſembled that of Poppaa, 8 - Xiphilin. 
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* Aurel. 
Vis. Spit. 
in Ner. 
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EVER had Reign a more auſpicious 
Ege Beginning, than that of Nero. The 
ther | firſt Five Years of his Empire have the 
unanimous Praiſes of all Hiſtorians; 

and Trajan, who was himſelf ſo great 
a Prince, thought they might ſerve for a perfed 
Model. The Declaration he publickly made, 


concerning the Rules and Maxims of Government 
which he deſign'd to follow, was ſo grateful to 


the Senate and all the Orders of the City, and 
form'd in their Mind ſuch an agreeable Idea of 
a happy and gentle Reign, that they caus'd it to 


I Sneton. 
in Ner. 
cap. Io. 


be engraven on a Table of Silver. Auguſtus was 


the Model he propoſed to himſelf; and to ſhew 


that ir ſhould. not. ſuffice him to behold the. Ex- 
ample of this Emperor with a fruitleſs Admira- 


tion, but that he deſign'd to be an exact and 


faithful Imitator of it, he f did not ſuffer a Day 
to paſs, without ſome Act of Generoſity, Cle- 
mency, or Liberality. Perſons under AMiGion 


found in him a ſure Refuge. He eas'd the People, 


by aboliſhing the new Taxes, and diminiſhing the 
old. He reſcued indigent Vertue, and skulking 
Nobility, ftom the Outrages of Fortune, by ſup- 
plying the Wants of ſuch Senators as were poor, 
tho of illuſtrious Families; and enabled them, 
by his Liberality, to ſupport their Dignity with 
Honour. In a word, he eftabliſh'd ſuch uſeful 


and neceffary Rules, that the Senate, charm'd 
with this fine Beginning, gave him Publick Thanks; 


and Nero, with a Modeſty worthy of the higheſt 


Commen- 
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Commendation, told them he had not yet de- 
ſerv'd thgh e. 1 . 
Firſt-Fruits thus gracious and praiſe-worthy 
ſeem'd to promiſe the beſt of Conſequences, and 
to warrant a Halqon Reign. Every Man framed 
to himſelf an Idea of Happineſs which nothing 
could poſſibly diſturb, and painted it in the 
ſweeteſt and moſt agreeable Colours. Nero was 
look'd upon as a Preſent from the Gods, made to 
reſtore the Publick Felicity, and to renew the 
Empire of Auguſtus : But that Prince did not lon 
anſwer the Expectations they had of him. His Man- 
ners changed with his Fortune. In proportion 
as his Flatterers got the Maſtery of his Temper, 
he deveſted himſelf of his priſtine Moderation; 
and with them became afterward wicked by Con- 
tagion. He ſuffer'd himſelf to be carryd away 
with the Weight of Example; till at laſt, aban- 
doning himſelt to all manner of Crimes, he evin- 
ced that it was impoſſible any thing ſhould ſpring 
from ÆAnobarbus and Agrippina, but what was to 
the laſt degree pernicious and deteftable. iet 
No ſooner had he ſhaken off the uneaſy Yoak 
of his Mother's and Preceptors Authority, which 
was a Curb upon his Paſſions, and eftabliſh'd 
himſelf in an uncontroul'd Liberty, but he fell 
into the Commiſſion of thoſe horrid Crimes, which 
render'd him the Scourge of Rome, and the Peſt 
of the Republick. Inſtead of Auguſtus, whom he 
had promis'd to take for his Pattern, he declared 
that Caligula, the worſt Emperor that had yet 


reign'd, ſhould ſerve him as a Model; tho' in- 


deed he ſurpaſs d him in all manner of Vices : 
So that his Name, which before furniſh'd the 
Idea of an accompliſh'd Prince, being now be- 
come the Subject of common Hatred and Reproach, 
was the expreſs Image of a Tyrant in grain; 
and thoſe, whom' People had a mind to diſtinguiſh 
by the vileſt of Characters, were ** 
is 
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His monſtrous Impurities were ſuch, as affected 
all Parts of his Body. He rack d his Brain to 


F. Chry- invent new Pleaſures; ſo that neither Rank, 


Tt oft, adv. 


Vit u per . 


naß. 


1 Sueton. 
in Ner. 
cab. 29. 


— 


nor Sex, nor Affinity was Guard againſt the im- 
petuous and abominable Flames of his Lewdneſs 
and Incontinence. His unheard- of Cruelties fil d 
Rome with Blood and Tears. ff He precipitated 
the Death of his Aunt Domitia, for the Lucre 
of her fine Eſtate; tho' that Lady's great Age 
could have kept him out of Poſſeſſion but a ſhort 
time. (a) Rubellius Plautus was afterward ſacri- 
ficed to his Jealouſy. Pallas ſerv'd alſo as Fewel 
to feed his Avarice and Cruelty. Nero caus'd 
him to be poiſon'd, for the ſake of his immenſe 
Riches, which that Free-Man, in plain Violation 
of his Truſt, had gain d by Rapine and Extotſion, 
and was forced to leave behind him by this vio- 


lent Death; the juſt Reward of what he had 


Dio, 


Tacitus ol 
Sueton. 


made other People ſuffer, at whoſe Expence he 
enrich'd himſelf, | PLS, 19S 
Alfter having ſufficiently exerciſed his Inhu- 
manity againſt the Citizens of Rome, h he tarn'd 
his Fu 
fices, 

Fire. He went up to the Top of a Tower, to 
ſee in cold Blood with what Fierceneſs the Flames 
ſpread themſelves in the fineſt Streets of the City, 
that he might have a lively Image of the De- 
ſtruction of Troy ; brutiſhly making himſelf the 


upon Rome itſelf, and conſumed its Edi- 
emples, and Palaces, in a moſt dreadful 


Incendiary of his Country, to ſatisfy his deteſta- 


(a) Rubellius Plautus was 
related to the 


Rubellius Blandus and aDaugh- 
ter of Druſus, Tiberius's Son, 


whoſe firſt Husband was Nero, 


eldeſt Son to Germanicus. Ru- 


bellius retired into Aſia, to 
avoid prog e to Nero; 
but thar voluntary Exile did 


not prove a Place of Safety 


Family of the 
Cæſars; for he was Son to 


for him. The barbarous Em- 
peror ſent Ruffians into Aſsa, 
to murder him, and bring his 
Head to Rome. He had a 


mind to regale himſelf with 


the cruel Pleaſure of viewi 
it; and addin 
Barbarity, told the Company 
with a Sneer, he did not 


know Rubellius had ſo large 


2 Noſe. 


ble 


Inſult to his 
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ble Curioſity ;* a manifeſt Indication of the De- 
pravity of his Nature. Horrid Barbarity ! which“ Bares, 
ſerv'd as a Pretence for the firſt Perſecution that 
befell the Infant-Church of Chriſt, at whoſe Door 

Nero charged this terrible Conflagration ; thus 
fixing upon them the Scandal of his own Fury, 
and puniſhing them for a Crime, of which he was 
the only Author: Or rather, ſhould I ſay? Hap- 

py Cruelty ! which ſent ſo great a Number of 
Martyrs to Heaven. 3 

I ſhould tire my Reader, as well as exceed 

the Limits of my Deſign, ſhould: I enter into the 
d Detail of that Prince's Actions. It will anſwer 


ee? (> (> own pas © 0B @ wn 


„ 


e my Purpoſe to obſerve, that after he had dipt 
n his Hands in the Blood of Prince Britannicus, his 
, Mother Agrippina, and his Spouſe Octavia, to pave 
5 the way to his Marriage with Poppæa, of whom 
d he was deſperately enamour d; he at laſt kill d \ 


her too, as we have above related ; and refolving, 
in a ſhort time, to marry again, he caſt his Eyes 
1. upon the Princeſs Antonia, his firſt Wife's Siſter, 
d and his own Siſter by Adoption. "i 

A Antonia was far from being charm'd with the 
al WW deluding ger of the Throne, which is wont 


to dazzle Vulgar Eyes. As inviting as it might 
9 ſeem, ſhe reflected, that that pompous Outſide, 
Ys which renders it ſo deſirable to the Ambitious, 
5 very often ſerves only to conceal the moſt cor- 
1 


roding Cares; and that the gaudy Avenues to 
Sovereign Grandeur many times divert our Sight 
from the numerous Precipices with which it is 
ſurrounded. Upon theſe Conſiderations, when ſhe 
found herſelf careſs'd by Nero, to whoſe brutiſh 
and violent Temper ſhe was no Stranger, ſhe 

gave him but a cold Reception. | 
There was a great deal of Prudence in this 
Conduct of Antonia. The Miſeries of Oftavia, 
and Poppaa's violent Death, were ugly Preſages 
of her ſharing the ſame Fortune; and as ſhe 
: conſider d 
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conſider d every thing with the utmoſt Nicety, 


ſhe look d upon the Fate of thoſe two Empreſſes 


as a Warning to her what ſhe might expect. 
Wherefore, ſhe conſtantly refuſed to marry a 
Prince with whom ſhe could never think herſelf ſafe. 
This Refuſal, however, coſt her her Life. Nero's 


Temper was of too Combuſtible a nature to bear 


* Fueton . 
in Ner. 
Tacitus, 


Annal. 


NMero was ſometimes very impatient under this 


her kind Regards for Nerb. Their Amour had 


with any Reſiſtance ; fo that 4ntonia's provoked 
him to the laſt degree: And to be revenged of 
her, he charged her with Mal-Practices againft 
the Government; upon which Accuſation, tho 


no Legal Proof was made of it, ſhe: was put to 


Death. . £ . | 7 —4 
The next he fixt his Eyes upon, was Statilia 
Meſſalina, Grand Daughter to Statilius Taurus, 


who had the Honour of a Triumph and the 


Conſulate, in the Reign of Auguſtus. This Lady 


was very much celebrated at Rome, both for her 
Fortune and her Wit; and tho' ſhe had already 
had three Husbands, from whom ſhe was ſepa- 
rated either by Death or Divorce, her Beauty was 


not yer departed, but ſhe had ſtill a large Train 


of Admirers ; and tho one cannot ſay, her Ver- 
tue was never call d in Queſtion, yet this did 
not hinder her from getting a fourth Husband. 


His Name was Atticus Veſtinus, a Companion of 
Nero in his Debauches, and entrufted with all 
his Secrets. This Senator had found means to 
introduce himſelf ſo far into the Emperor's Fa- 


miliarity, that he often ventur'd to take the Li- 
berty of rallying him in the ſevereſt manner. 


Uſage; but having laid himſelf open to Veſtinus, 
and led him into the moſt ſecret Receſſes of his 
Soul, he durſt not reſent the Salleys of his Tongue, 
for fear he ſnould divulge the ſnameful Crimes 


he knew his Prince to be guilty of. But Veſtinus, 


when he marry'd Meſfalina, was very fenſible of 
made- 


4 
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" MW made ſo much Noiſe at Rome, that there was no 
s Likelihood of Yeftinus's being the only Perſon 
. who had not heard of the Intrigue; for ſhe re- 
A ceiv'd the Emperor's Addreſſes, without con- 
: 
g 
$ 


cerning herſelf whether they wounded her Re- 
putation or not, (her Fortune being of greater 
r Weight with her than her Honour) and made ir 
d her Study to engage him, becauſe if that were 
JI once done, ſhe might promiſe herſelf all the 
ſt Grandeur that her Vanity could aſpire at: But 
* as ſne could not be ſure of ſucceeding in her 
0 ambitious Views, ſhe reſolved to marry Veſtinus, 
who paid very dear for his Raſhneſs in offering 
2 to make a Wife of the Emperor's Miſtreſs; for 
Nero ſo highly reſented it, that he ſought only 
an Opportunity to diſpatch him. 
He did not doubt of finding it in Piſo's Con- 
ſpiracy, which proved fatal to ſo many worthy 
Men. But no body ariſing to give Information 
againſt Veſtinus, (for indeed it did not appear 
that he was concern'd in that Affair) and Nero 
not being able to bear the Sight of a Man he 
mortally hated, eſpecially ſince by the Death of 
Poppaa he was at Lawney to marry Meſſalina, he 
cruelly order'd his Veins to be 2 without 
troubling himſelf about the Cauſe, and by the 
Death of that Senator, removed the greateſt Ob- 
ject of his Hate, who had before been the greateſt 
Object of his (5) Love. | RIS MY: 
Veftinus's hard Fate did not draw huge Floods 
of Tears from the Eyes of Meſſalina, who was well 
aſſured that that Loſs would be made up to her 
by Nero himſelf. It was fo in effect: The Em- 
peror not only marry'd her, but procured a De- 
cree which gave her the glorious Title of Au- | 
guſta, * This new Empreſs was at firſt perfectly 3 


37 ; : b E AUT” 
(b) Veſtinus was at Table in] Nero's Vengeance came to put ei Ant- 4 


his own Houſe, entertaining] him to Death. They carry'd 
ſeveral of his Friends at Sup-| him into a hot Bath, and there 
per, when the Miniſters off ſet his Veins a ruaning- 
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charm'd with the Splendor of the Throne; but 


it was not long, before ſne found the Pleaſures 
of Sovereignty blended with a great deal of 


Trouble and Uneaſineſs. Nero's irregular Con- 
duct was a plenteous and a bitter Spring to her; 
and what added to the Weight of Meſſalina's 
Cares, was, that {ſhe was forced to bewail herſelf 


in Secret, without uttering the leaſt Complaint, 


for fear her Remonſtrances, if {he ſhould ven- 


ture to make any to the Empetor, ſhould prove 


as fatal to her, as Poppæa's Rallery. In ſhort, 

Nero was no longer capable of purſuing good 
Advice, but was entirely govern'd by his wild 

Caprices and extravagant Deſires. | _ | 


Not content with the Perpetration of ſo many 


Crimes, he ſtill went on to heap Murder upon 


Murder; and under the Pretence of puniſhing 
Piſo's Accomplices, he dyed the City in Blood. 
Silanus Vetus and all his Family were the firſt 


that felt the Weight of his Fury. Anunaus Mella, 


Seneca's Brother, and Father of Lucan the Poet, 
was involv'd in this Affair; as well as Petronius, 


the moſt agreeable and moſt delicate Deboſhee 


of his Time. Pætus Traſea, a Senator renown'd 
for his high Employs, and crown'd with Honour ; 
Borea Soranus, illuſtrious for the Greatneſs. of his 


Birth and 9 and having the Reputation 
of the ftricte] | 


** 


of Ancient Vertue ; Corbulo, the Image of Old 
Rome's Worthies, and the moſt ſubſtantial Prop 
of the Empire; Seneca, and innumerable others 
of the firſt Rank, augmented the Number of 
Victims offer d up to that Tyrant's Cruelty. . 
But neither was the Emperor's Cruelty the only 


Cauſe of Meſalina's Vexation : His Folly and 


Extravagance appear d, to her, no leſs Subjects 
of Diſcontent. It was not enough for him to 
have paſs d his Youthful Days in ſinging , in 


ing 


Probity, thoſe precious Remains 


— — 


writing Verſes, in driving Chariots, and play- 


r —_— RR 9.7 G 


1 


Laſt Conſort to NERO. 293 
ing upon Inftruments ; but now that he was Em- 
[\ peror, he took Delight in ſhewing his Ability in 
thoſe Exerciſes, fo unbecoming his Dignity ; and 
that, even upon particular Occaſions, wherein he 
ſhould by all means have affected a Gravity ſuita- 
ble to his Rank. He did it, for Inſtance, before 
| Tiridates, who came to Rome to receive the Crown 
4 of Armenia from the Hands of the Emperor : 
For Nero, not being able to act long the Serious 
Part, which was quite contrary to his Nature, 
took the King to the "Theater, immediately after 
| the Ceremony of the Coronation was ended, and 
dreſſing himſelf in Green before him, ſhew'd him 
his Skill in driving a Chariot, without the leaſt 
Senſe of Shame upon the Score of leſſening his 
Dignity by ſuch pitiful Amuſements. | 

However, unworthy as they were of an Em- 
peror, they did not fail to meet with ſome of 
thoſe ſervile Flatterers, who give a Sanction even 
to the Vices of their Sovereign; and theſe ex- 
erted their Talents in Commendation of Nero's 
Activity and Judgment upon fo trivial a Perform- 
ance. Hence the Emperor concluding that his 
rare Qualifications ought not to'be bury'd in 
Rome, reſolv'd to ſhew them in the Provinces, 
and to get himſelf crown'd as the beſt Coachman, 
the beſt Comedian, the beſt Singer, and the fineſt 
Player on the Harp, that ever the Empire knew; 
for this laſt was the nobleſt of all his Paſſions. 

He would not ſuffer any Perſon to diſpute theſe _ 
glorious Titles with him ; but to be his Rival in 
either of thoſe laudable Sciences, was the moſt 
dangerous thing a Man could undertake. He ſer 
out from Rome therefore, and ſtopping at all the 
Towns thro' which he paſs' d, he made a Shew 
of himſelf to the People in their Halls and Am- 
phitheaters, and furniſh'd them many a pleaſant 
Scene, to convince them of his Skill and Activity, 

begging every where the Applauſe of the Crowd : | 

. 1 | And 
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And having travel'd in this manner all over Achaia, 
he return'd to Rome, laden with eighteen hun- 
cred (c) Crowns, or Garlands of Laurel; more 


(e) The Romans honour'd 
thoſe with a Crown, who had 
diſtinguith'd themſelves in the 
Wars, in the Combats at the 
Capitol, in the Vublick Games, 
in any fort of Science, or even 
in the Fights at the Amphi- 
theater. As theſe Crowns 
were given upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions, fo they 
different Materials. I find ten 
ſorts of them, that were moſtly 
in Uſe. 

The d 
ble was made of nothing but 
the Herb which the Latin 
calld Gramen, and was the 


were made of 


firſt and moſt honoura- 


uſurpavit libentius, quam jus 
Laureæ Coronæ perpetus ge- 
andæ. a . FEI 

The fifth was of Olive Tree. 
This was for ſuch as gain'd a 
Victory without being in the 
8 Hae 7 

The ſixth was of Ivy, which 
was ſacred to Bacchus, the In- 
ventor of Triumphs. 

The ſeventh was of Palm- 
Leaves, tied here and there 
with Ribbons of different Co- 
lours. It was frequently uſed 
in Triumphs. It was more- 
over given to Counſellors of 
Note, who put it upon Mar. 


| 


fame as our Dogs Graſs. 
The ſecond was of Oak, 
which was ſacred to Jupiter. 


This was chiefly conterr'd on 
fuch as carry'd off the Prizes 


in the Combats at the Capitol. 
The third was of Holm, 
Which is a kind of Oak. This 
ſerv'd to crown thoſe who had 
_ - obtain'd the Ovation, or ſmall 
Triumph. | 
The fourth was of Laure]. 
This alſo was very honourable. 
The Triumphers either wore 
it the day of their Triumpbs, 
or had it held over their Heads 
by 2 Slave who ſtood behind 
them in the Triumpbal Cha- 
riot. Thoſe who had had the 
Honour of a Triumph, wore 
them likewiſe upon any ſolemn 
Feſtivals, and in Publick Af- 
ſemblies: Aal according to 
Szetonius,Fulius Caeſar recerv'd 
none of the Honours conferr d 
upon him by the Senate and 
Feople, with greater Joy, than 
the Privilege of wearing a 
Crown of Laure} when he 
pleas d. Non alium recepit, aut 


— 


ſyas's Statue, as we have ob- 
ſerv'd. Dotto Oratori Palma 
danda eſt. Cic. 

The eighth was of Myrtle. 
This was a Civiek Crown; and 
given alſo to Poets who dealt 
in Love Songs. 6 

The ninth was of Parſley, 

The tenth was a ſort of Gar- 
land, wound about with Rib- 
bons made of Wool. This was 
given io the Gladiators who 
had obtain'd fix Victories, and 
they bad their Liberty granted 
them along with it. 

The Poet Sratius, who flou- 
riſh'd in Domitian's Reign, 
and is by ſome erroneouſiy 
made a Native of Toulouſe, 
had three Crowns given him 
in one day, 

But now theſe Crowns of 
Honour muſt be diſtinguiſh'd 
from the Crowns of Joy which 
the Romans wore upon their 
Feſtivals, or Days of Triumph 
and Solemnity, and even in 
the Publick A{lemblies. Code m 
anno coronati, primum ob res 
bello bene geſtas ludos Roma nos 


glorious, 


— 
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glorious, than if they had been dyed in the 
Blood of the moſt formidable Enemies of the 
Empire. h Boi | ks 

But theſe unworthy Exerciſes did not ſtop the 
Courſe of his Cruelty or Incontinence. When 
he left them off, it was to ſhed the Blood of 
ſome Citizen, or to cover ſome Family with Diſ- 
honour ; till at laſt he carry'd his Exceſſes to 
that Height, that there was no other way of 
numbering his Crimes, that by counting his Acti- 
ons. An Empire thus Tyrannical made the Pro- 
2 ſays Livy. For The Tuiumphal, Triumphbalis. 
t 


o' they were often made of] At firſt this was made of Lau- 
Laurel, as well as the Trium-| rel, but afterward of Gold. 


| phal Crewns; yet there was It was worne by thoſe who 


always ſomething to diſtinguith | had the Honour of a Triumph. 
them, The People commonly] The Naval, Navalis. This 
wore os ot Ivy, Roſes, and | was conferr'd upon him that 
other Flowers; and now and firſt forcibly enter'd the Ene- 


then of Laurel, as I remark'd. | my's Ship. 


Apollinares Iudos Populus lau- 


The Crown «<vith Prows, Ro- 
reatus ſpectabat. Felt. 


rata Corona, was given to 


It may not be improper to 
obſerve here, that the Crowns 
granted for any Military Ex- 


ſuch as had obtain'd a Victory 
at Sea; as Agrippa at the Battle 
of Actium. 


ploit, had peculiar Names ſig- 


nifying what ſort of Exploit Parte alid ventis & Diis 


had merited them. The prin- Agrippa ſecundis 
cipal of theſe were, Arduus agmen agens, cut 
The Obſidional, Obſidionalis. belli inſigne ſuperbum, 


It was conferr'd upon thoſe 
who deliver'd a Town or a Roſtrata Corond. Virg. 
Camp beſieged, It was the 9 g 
moſt honourable, tho made} The Corona Cala: This 
only of Gramen, which was] was conterr'd upon him who 
generally gather*d in the Place] had the Courage to throw him- 
{0 deliver'd. ſelf firſt into the Enemy's 
The Mural, Muralis. This] Fort. It was made in the Form 
was to crown ſuch, as firſt] of 2 Rampart or Paliſade. 
ſcaled the Walls of a Town; Liſtly, the Corona Vallaris 
taken by Aſſault. It was ſet off| was beſtow'd upon him who 
with ſmallBattlements round it.] firſt enter'd theEnemy's Camp. 
The Civick, Civica. It was I took notice above, that they 
the Reward of thoſe who in] had alſo a Crown of. Olive for 
Fight ſaved the Lives of the thoſe who notwithſtanding 
Citizens, and bravely made] they were not in the Fight, 
the Enemy retreat. It was| were yet by ſome means the 
made of Oak-Boughs, Occaſton of a Victory. 


Tempora Naval fulgent 
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vinces revolt, and put them upon the Reſolution 
to ſhake off ſo heavy a Yoak. Vindex, who go- 
vern' d Celtick Gaul in the quality of Proprætor, 
was the firſt that declared againſt Nero : But his 
Example was ſoon follow'd by Galba, who com- 
manded the Army in Spain; and by Otho, Gover- 
nor of Luſitania; till at laſt the Romans with- 
drew their Allegiance alſo, from a Prince whoſe 
Vices had render'd him Odious to all the World. 
Galba was proclaim'd Emperor by the Legions ; 
and his Ele&ion was confirm'd by a Decree of 
the Senate, which declared Nero an Enemy to the 
Republick, and condemn'd him to die. He knew 
this muſt be an (4) ignominious Death ; and 
perceiving that he was hated of every body, be- 
tray d by his Subjects, deſpiſed and unpity'd even 
by the Partners of his Crimes, he kill'd himſelf, 
to eſcape falling into the Hands of thoſe who 
would have expoſed him to the Fury of an en- 
raged People: But before he made the fatal Puſh, 
he ſaid it was pity ſo fine a Muſician ſhould come 
to ſo miſerable an End. 1 
The Pleaſures of the Court, and the Enchant- 
ments of the Throne, had ſo far got Poſſeſſion of 
Maſſalina's Heart, that ſhe could not help wiſhing 
to aſcend it again: Nay, ſhe very much flatter'd 
' herſelf with the Hopes of it, when Otho, to whom 
the had not been indifferent, wrote her Letters 


(d) Nero hearing that the] dragg'd with a Hook into the 
Senate had declared/ him an 


Enemy to the Republick, and 
condemn' d him to be puniſh'd 

according to the ancient Form, 
ask'd what that ancient Form 
was: And being told, that 
the Criminal was ſtript ſtark 
naked, and a Pitch-Fork 
being run thro' his Head, he 
was whipt till he died, then 
caſt headlong from the Top 


of the Tarpeian Rock, and | 


Tyber;, he could not hel 

trembling: And one of thoſe 
about him, adviſing him to pre- 
vent all theſe Indignities to 
3 "oh Body would be ex- 
poſed, by courageouſly puttin 

22 End. to 115 Life” New 
faintly anſwer'd, that he ſhould 
be much obliged to him, if he 
would ſet him an Example how 
to die courageouſly, 


full 


was A ft. ik Off mm 4+ 2 JT 


v4 PY ** 1 G 


8 1 LM * 


r 
- 


O GAs | mw < D FRve 


Laft Conſort to NERoͥ 297 © 
full of 'Tenderneſs, and Proteſtations of Reſpect. 
The Truth is, Otho had reſolved to marry her, 
and waited only till his Advancement was ſecu- 
red; but Meſſalina s precipitate Joy was of ve 

ſhort Duration, Fortune not being altogether 10 
good as her Word to that poor Princeſs, but for- 
{aking Otho when he ſtood in moſt need of her 
Aſſiſtance. Capricious Jilt! that often ſets us 
on high, only to give us the greater Fall. Thus, 
as if ſhe repented that ſhe had rais'd O: to the 
Throne upon Galba's Death, ſhe ſoon expoſed 
him to a lamentable Fate : Or rather, God would 
not ſuffer him to enjoy a Dignity long, that he 
had attain'd by the dreadful Guilt of Parricide ; 
to the end his diſmal Fate might teach the Am- 
bitious, that there is nothing ſo ſhort-lived, as 


Uſurp'd Power; and that the Diadem firs totter- 


ing upon a Head crown'd by Villains. In ſhorr, 
after Galla was aſſaſſinated by the Treachery of 
Otho, the Empire became, as it were, a Prey to 
any one that would uſurp it. Vitellius was pro- 


claim'd Emperor at Cologn ; but Otho's Party was 


the ſtrongeſt, becauſe he had the City of Rome 
on his fide. He had not, however, the Art of 
improving his Advantage; for inſtead of waiting 
the Arrival of ſome Legions that were marchingto 
join him from Zyris, he went to meet Yitellius, 
and offer'd him Battle, wherein he would not 
hazard himſelf, and ſo was ruin'd ; for his Army 
not being animated with the General's Preſence, 
was entirely defeated ; and Otho hearing it, flew 
himſelf in Deſpair, becauſe he would not ſurvive 
his Misfortune. But before he died, he wrote 
Meſſalina a very moving Letter, to bid her the 
laſt Farewell. | 
Thus were all Meſſalina's Hopes nipt with 
the ſame Stroke which deprived Otho of his Life; 
and her Ambition may be ſaid to have been 
quench'd in that Emperor's Blood, For ſeeing all 


her 
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her Views at once fruſtrated, and her Projects 
confounded by the diſmal Fate of the Man with 
whom ſhe had flatter'd herſelf ſhe ſhould remount 
the 'Throne, ſhe apply'd herſelf altogether to the 
Study of Eloquence, which ſhe became a perfe& 
Miftreſs of; and preved this in ſeveral excellent 
Orations, which ſhe pronounced publickly, and 
which were not only full of Learning, but were 
moreover compoſed with an Elegance and Polite- 
neſs capable of exciting the Jealouſy of the great- 
eft Orators. And in this Employment ſhe paſs d 
the remainder of her Life. 
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SERGIUS GALBA 
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WO of the moſt Illuſtrious Families 
in Rome were united in the Perſon of 
i the Emperor (a) Sergius Sulpicius Gal- 


ba. He was related to the Empreſs ” Swetom 
FB. 2 

6 = . 4 HEATCHIs 
procuring him the higheſt Employs, to which he Vit. Galb. 


Age. He went ſeveral Years by the Name of Li- W 17 
vius Ocella, which he derived from Livia Ocellina, © 
his Father Galba's ſecond Wife. Ocellina, who was 
very rich and beautiful, took a Fancy to that 
Roman for the ſake of his Nobility, tho* he was 
ſhort, 1ll-ſhaped, and even crooked ; Blemiſhes 
of Nature which he very dexterouſly hid, by 
wearing a long full Cloak, and very high-heel'd 

1 Shooes. Neither did ſhe at all leſſen her Eſteem 


We a) Galba was born the very extinc in the Perſon of Nero; 
day before our Saviour 7eſus tor Galba was no ways related 
Chriſt; to wit, upon the 24th] to it. He was akin to Livia, 
of December, in the Year 749.| with whom he was a great 
from the Building of the City.] Favourite. 

The Family of the Ceſars was) Z 


for 
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for him, after Galba had himſelf convinced her 
of thoſe Defects. For being reſolv'd to deal 
- plainly with her, and not to leave her the leaft 

Toom to reproach him afterward of deceiving 
her, he one day took her aſide, and throwing off 

his Cloak, read her a Lecture upon each of his 
Deformities : A Frankneſs ſeldom imitated ; but 


which ſo ſar ingratiated him with Ocellina, that 


when ſhe found ſhe was not likely to have Chil- 


dren by him, ſhe adopted Sergins Galba, his Son 


by his firſt Wife Mummia Achaica ; and this Galla 

is the Perſon we are now treating of. | 
Falba had ſeveral happy Omens of attaining 
* Seton. to the Sovereignty. Auguſtus told him, he would 
Vu 301 one day taſte of Empire; f Tiberius was heard 
lune. . to ſay publickly, that Galba would reign in his 
Old Age; and a Diviner poſitively aſſured him, 


that the Empire would devolve upon his Family, 


but not till very late; whereupon Galba laughing, 


reply d, that it would be when a Mule foal'd: 
A Prodigy which happen'd nevertheleſs, and was 
look d upon by Galba as a ſure Preſage of the 
Accompliſnment of the Prediction. 
It was impoſſible for Galba, with his fine Qua- 
lities, his immenſe Riches, and his Proſpect of 
Grandeur, to fail of good Offers. He had ſeve- 


ral, conſiderable ones made to him; but met 


with ſo much Diſcretion and Modeſty, and in- 
trinſick Value in Lepida, that he turn'd the whole 
Stream of his Inclination toward her, and mar- 
ry'd her. Neither was he ever known to repent 
of his Choice. Lepida anſwer'd her Husband's 
Affection with a great deal of Tenderneſs, and 


a Fidelity never tainted with the leaſt Suſpicion. 


And thus did: they live very. happily together, 
and in the moſt perfect Harmony, till Agrippina, 
whoſe Head was full of a thouſand Projects of 
Ambition, wanting an Aſſociate who might be 


able to aſſiſt her in paving the Way to the Throne, 


under ” 
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undertook to perſuade Galba, whom ſhe look d 
upon as a Man for her Turn, to divorce his Wife 
Lepida, and to marry her in her ſtead. | 
* Agrippina was then Widow to Domitius no- —— 
harbus, her firſt Husband : To her illuſtrious Gam 
Birth we muſt add the Charms of an exquiſite 
Beauty; a delicate and ſprightly, tho' eaſy, Turn 
of Wit; and laſtly, an Ambition nurs'd up with 
high Pretenſions to Fortune. The only thing 
5 ſne wanted, was a Husband as ambitious as her- 
ſelf, and inclinable to follow her Directions; and 
ſne thought none ſo proper as Galba, whoſe No- 
bility, and Employs, and Intereſt at Court ren- 
der d him very conſiderable; not to mention the 
Preſages that he ſnould arrive at the Sovereignty. 
To ſucceed in her Deſign, and bring Galla 
into this Marriage, from which ſhe promis d her- 
ſelf ſuch vaſt Advantages, ſhe judg'd it unſeaſo- 
nable to pay any Regard to the ſcrupulous Laws 
of Decency, which do not permitt the Ladies to 
make the firſt Overture. She was above thoſe 
Shackles of Formality ; and apprehended, that 
to let things go on in their natural Courſe, might 
be the Ruin of her Fortune. Thus reſolving 
never to reproach herſelf, that ſhe miſs'd her Aim 
by tying herſelf down too ſtrictly to the Rules | | 
of Decorum, ſhe prevented Galba with a Tender | 
of the moſt paſſionate Addreſſes. 
Calla, who penetrated the very inmoſt Re- 
ceſſes of Agrippina's Soul, knew well how to make 
the nice Diſtinction between aſpiring Policy, and 
ſincere Love ; and not being ignorant of the deep 
Deſigns of that Princeſs in the irregular Me- 
thods ſhe purſued, he refoly'd not to be the Tool 
of her wild Ambition. Wherefore, to convince 
her that he would not ſuffer himſelf to be ſur- 
prized by her deluding Careſſes, he carry'd him- 
{elf with as much Indifference to her, as ſhe could 
mew of Weakneſs to him. Beſide, Galla had __ 
| | | : 
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the leaſt Inclination to part with Lepida, of whoſe 


Vertue he was ſo well ſatisfy' d; to marry Agrip- 
pina, whoſe Husband he knew would be expoſed 
to the Chagrins of her Incontinence, if not to 
many others, as Paſſienus and Claudius had been. 

Agrippina, however, would not be eaſily balk'd. 
She diſplay'd all the Charms of her Beauty; 
which, being ſet off with the utmoſt Art of a 
Woman thar had a mind to pleaſe, were extremely 
dangerous ; and where-ever ſhe heard Galba was, 
thither ſhe immediately flew, and laid all her 
Baits to captivate that Romans Heart. 

Expoſed thus to her alluring Charms, Galba 
found them the moſt formidable Enemies he ever 
had to deal with ; but they- on the other hand 
found his Heart ſo well defended by the advan- 
tageous Notion he had of his Wife Lepida's Ver- 
tue, and his bad Opinion of Agrippina, that all 
her Attractives, which had been fatal to ſo many 
Romans, had no Effect at all upon Galba's Mind; 
but Agrippina was reduced to the miſerable Fate 
of ſighing in vain. N 


Any one but Lepida would have been alarm'd, 


no doubt, with the Apprehenſion that Galba might 
at laſt be ſurprized into Snares thus inſidiouſly, 
tho openly, laid; and think himſelf obliged, as a 
lant Man, to make ſome Returns to her ten- 
er Advances: But Lepida betray d not the leaſt 
Jealouſy; and ſuffer d Agrippina to go on, without 
fearing an Alteration in her Husband's Conduct, 
from her Rival's eager Purſuits. Her Mother, 
however, was not 1 eaſy. She was a Lady of 
profound Penetration; and well perceiving that 
Agrippina would ftick at nothing to debauch her 
Son, was rack d with the Jealouſy her Daughter 
eould not feel; and conceiv'd ſuch an Averſion 
to Agrippina, that ſhe had much adv to forbear 
ſhewing it in all Companies. She let it ſleep, in- 
deed, for a while; but at laſt, weary of ſtifling 
N | her 
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her Paſſion within her enraged Breaſt, ſhe waited 
only an Opportunity to vent it; which Chance fa- 
vourably threw in her way. 

She was one day at an Aſſembly of Ladies, 
where Agrippina was of the Number. The Con- 
verſation was open'd with Diſcourſes upon indif- 


ferent Matters; but Lepida's Mother finely * Sueton. 
turn'd it upon Agrippina's new Gallantry, which l Galb- 


ſhe rally'd with a Mixture of Spight and Wit, 
ſufficient to have put any one but Agrippina out 
of Countenance: But that Princeſs being fur- 


niſn'd with a very good Aſſurance, and a Pride 


that never gave way to any thing, inſtead of 
artfully eluding the Intention of the Company to 
give her Pain, made a vigorous Defence, and 
thereby engaged the Converſation more and more 
in her Affair. From Rallery it became ſerious; 
and Lepida's Mother, full of Jealouſy and Reſent- 
ment, reproach'd Agrippina her ſcandalous Enter- 
prize upon Galba's Heart, which was his Spouſe's 
Property; the ſhameful Overtures ſhe had made 
him; and the immodeſt Arrtifices ſhe employ'd to 
attract his Love. To theſe Reproaches, Agrip- 
pina, who was not to be daunted, return'd ſhock- 
ins Anſwers; and thus the Quarrel blew up 
into a Flame, which at laſt ended in open War. 
From hard Words they proceeded to the bittereſt 
Invectives, and from calling of Names to down- 
right Blows. This was a pleaſant Scene indeed! 
The Ladies of the Aſſembly were forced to part 
the two Heroines, and prudently hinder the Con- 
tinuance of the Fight: But it was not Agrippina's 
Victory. She retired, on the contrary, pretty 
much hurt with ſome particular Blow, which 
Galba's Mother-in-Law gave her; and left this 


Lady Miſtreſs of the Field of Battle. 


Could Agrippina have oppoſed to her Ambition 
the Rules of Decency, ſhe had never ſhewn Galla 
a Paſſion ſo open, ſo ardent, and ſo impetuons, 

. as 


as to render her the Talk of the Town. But 
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Reaſon could not inſinuate itſelf into that Prin- 
ceſs's Mind. Galba's diſtinguiſh'd Rank, his 
high Employs, and yet greater Views, fill'd her 
Head with ſuch ſtrange Ideas, that ſne was per- 
ſuaded ſhe could not more effectually raiſe her 
Fortune, than by marrying that Roman. The 
numerous Conqueſts ſhe had made in Rome, ſeem'd 
to flatter her with Succeſs in this Undertaking ; 
nor did ſhe think there was any Reaſon 17 
Galba to eſcape the Charms of her Beauty, to 
which ſo many others had ſurrender'd without 
long Reſiſtance. But Galba, who knew Agrippina 
perfectly well, and look d upon all the Steps ſhe 
took, as ſo many Inſtances of her Weakneſs and 
Folly, or elſe as the Snares of her Ambition; 
deſpiſed all her Efforts, and convinced Agrippina, 


by his Indifference, that he had no manner of In- 


7 Plutarc. 


5 Vit. Galb. 


clination to her. | yy 
Neither was it long before Agrippina perceiv'd 


this. Lepida being dead, and her two Sons alſo, | 


Galba would never hear of marrying again. He 
conſtantly refuſed all the Matches propoſed to 


him, and preterr'd the Sweets and Tranquillity of 


a ſingle Life, which return'd to him again upon 
the Death of his Wife, to the Troubles, and 
Cares, and other Perplexities, which too often 
attend the Marry d State. Happy! if he could 
have contented himſelf with deſerving the Empire, 
without taking that Charge upon him: But He 
ſuffer'd himſelf to be blindfolded by Ambition too; 
and as that Paſſion, which graſps at nothing leſs 
than Crowns and Scepters, frequently precipitates 
the Fall of the Minions it raiſes, Galba made 
upon the Throne a wretched Concluſion of his 
Life already far ſpent, which he might gradually 
and quietly have ended in his former Condition. 
+ He was at Cartagena, when he ſhook off the 
Yoak of Obedience to Nero, 'The many Prodi- 
| 8 | | ICS, 
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; gies, which ſeem d to promiſe him good Succeſs; 
the flattering Predictions anciently made him, of 
; his future Grandeur; the preſſing Solicitations of 


Vindex, who commanded in the Gauls; and the 

Jealouſy of Nero, who ſent Orders to his Go- 
vernors to put him to Death : All theſe prevail'd 
: upon him to be proclaim'd Emperor. A Title, 
| which yet he wonld not at firſt accept of; but choſe 
; rather to be call'd Lieutenant-General of the Se- 
p nate and People of Rome; to inſinuate, by this 
) pretended Moderation, that he had no Deſire of 
t Sovereignty ; and that it was only againſt Nero's, 
7 that he declared himſelf. | 
2 Galba was not very ſure of carrying his Point ; 
1 eſpecially after the Death of Vindex, who was de- 
; feated by the Troops under Verginius Rufus, Go- 
, vernor of Upper Germany ; for knowing nothing 
- of the Agreement made between Vindex and their 

General, they attack'd him unawares ; whereupon 
d he in Deſpair ſlew himſelf, However, Galba 
„ bearing at Clunia, that Nero was dead, and that 


E the Senate had proclaim'd him Emperor, he im- 
0 mediately ſet out for Rome. 
| At Narbonne he met the Deputies of the Se-* Zonar. 


n nate, and receiv'd them very handſomely ; but 42» ; f 
d Wl refuſed Nero's Goods, which they carry'd him 1 
n thither. This Modeſty again heighten'd the good ; 
d [Ml Opinion of him; but it was ſoon deftroy'd, by the 

e, bloody Executions he order'd, as well upon the 

c Road, as at his Entry into Rome. To this cruel 

; Wl Severity, he join'd an inſatiable Avarice, which 

ſs loſt him the Hearts of the Soldiery ; inſomuch 

es that feeing no Effect of the large Promiſes made 

le to them in Galba's Name, they began to murmur, 

is and {aid they did not like an Emperor choſen in 

ly Fain, without the Conſent of the other ee 


. but would have one that all the Armies ſhould 
1e come into. | e 
i- | X © 
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This- was a ſort of Signal to Revolt; for 
* Otho, who had flatter'd himſelf that Galba, being 
very old, would adopt him, when theſe Hopes 
were cut off by his Adoption of Piſo, was en- 
raged at the Diſappointment, and look d upon 
it as the more unjuſt, in regard he was one of 
the firſt that declared for Galba, and engaged all 
Luſitania, whereof he was Governor, in his Inter- 
eſt: Wherefore, he bribed ſome Soldiers, who 


debauch'd more of their Companions; and thus 


the Poiſon ſpread itſelf, till they openly declared 


Tumult. 


for Otho, ſaluted him Emperor, and brutiſhly aſſaſſi- 
nated Galba, who upon the Rumour of their Re- 
bellion, haſten'd to the Camp, to appeaſe the 


* 


SABIN 


A 


Ez THO had no other Wife than Salina 


N Poppæa, whoſe Hiſtory we have al- 
0 | ready given. He had reſolv'd to 


marry Statilia Meſſalina, Nero's Wi- 

dow, but was prevented by Death, 
as * been obſerv'd in its proper Place. He 
reign'd but three Months and two Days; to 
wit. . the 15th of January, to the 17th of 
April. 
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I 'T requires a great deal of Moderation 
and Self-Denyal, to reſiſt the powerful 
Charms of Sovereignty. *Tis one of the 
— hhhardeſt Tasks in Nature, to withſtand 

the Pleaſure of Commanding, let it be attended 
with never ſo many Cares and Inquietudes. The 
almoſt inevitable Dangers, which conſtantly fur- 
round the Ambitious ; the Greatneſs of the Fall 
that threatens them ; and the terrible Examples 
of ſo many illuſtrious Victims, whoſe Elevation 
has terminated in ſome diſmal and violent Ca- 
taſtrophe, after ſeveral Years Pains and Solicitude 
in acquiring it, and perhaps thro' a Series of 
the moſt abominable Crimes ; are not ſufficient 
to draw frem our' Eyes that fatal Veil, which 
conceals all that is Shocking or Diſagreeable, and 
would be apt to ſtartle us; and gives us a Sight 
only of the Agreeable and Inviting, which cap- 
tivates the Mind: So that we find there are a 
y great many, wno had rather be Unhappy A 
midit the Splendor of a Throne, than Happy in 

the Enjoyment of a moderate Fortune. Agrip- 
ptua was told betore-hand, that her Son's Ad- 
vancement 


* 
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vancement would be her Ruin; and that if he 
was Emperor, he would put her to Death: And 
yet that Princeſs, bewilder'd in the Mazes of 
Ambition, which never gave her one Moment's 


Reſt, was willing that Nero ſhould dip his Hands 


in his Mother's Blood, provided ſhe had but the 
Pleaſure. of ſeeing him upon the Throne ; not 

iving herſelf any Trouble about her Son's being a 
Ferrick provided that Parricide was inveſted 
with the Imperial Dignity. 

Sextilia, Mother to the Emperor Vitellius, was a 
Perſon of very different Sentiments. She ne- 
ver made Vous for the Aggrandizing of her Son. 
She look'd upon the ſoothing Prediction that was 
told her of his future Greatneſs, as an unlucky 
Omen; and lamented YVitellius as a loſt Man, 
when ſhe ſaw him General of the Army, and Em- 
peror of Rome. Neither was Galeria Fundana, 
that Prince's Conſort, leſs commendable for her 


Moderation, than her Mother-in-Law Sextilia. 

She would never ſuffer her Eyes to be dazzled f. Tac. 
Power; and Hu. I. 25 
notwithſtanding what a certain Hiſtorian ſays 8s Dio. 
to the contrary, Fundana was as good-natured, 


with the illuſive Blaze of Soverei 


and as humble in the Imperial Palace, that Zenith 
of human Grandeur, as. in the paltry Chamber 
ſhe lodg'd in, a little before her Husband's Ele- 
vation to the Empire. No Accident could ever 
ſhake the Firmneſs of her Mind: Her Modera- 
tion was not liable to Change: She was one of 
thoſe that Nothing could alter : And the vari- 
ous Events and Viciſſitudes of both Fortunes be- 
ing receiv'd with an Evenneſs of Soul, well juſti- 
fy'd Fundana's glorious Character. 475 
Vitellius was but newly come into the World, 
when the Aſtrologers made Predictions concerning 
his Deſtiny. As magnificent as they might ſeem, 
his Father and Mother were far from being proud 
of them, becauſe they concluded with the Diſa- 
: e Baer {ers 
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ſters that were to accompany their Son's high 
Fortune, and the bloody and fatal End which 
ſnould terminate his ſnort Reign. So that, in 
| order to elude their Accompliſhment, they re- 
2 ſolv'd to keep Vitellius at a Diſtance from Em- - 
ploys, and from all Occaſions of being promoted 
to them. But Fortune baffled their Deſign: And 
we ſhall ſee, that the very Methods they took 
to hinder his Advancement, were preciſely the 
Cauſe of his being advanced. They ſent him 
very young to the Hland of Capra, whither Ti- 
| berius was retired, to conceal, amidft its Shades, 
| his abominable Exceſſes. In this licentious School, 
where nothing was to be learnt but Leſſons of 
Debauchery, authorized by the pernicious Ex- 
amples of a Multitude of Perſons, who were ſub- 
ſervient to that Emperor's filthy Luſts, or Victims 
to his brutal Appetite ; Vitellius imbibed the firſt 
Principles of Corruption. He ſoon copy'd after 
thoſe hateful Originals, which were conſtantly 
before his Eyes; and it was by a thameful Pro- 
'  Nirution of his Body, that he commenced the 
horrid Scene of Vices, with which he was after- 
ward infected, and became ſo great a Proficient 
in. | eee „„ 
His Crimes, however, ſerv'd as fo many Steps 
to advance him to the higheſt Dignities ; becauſe 
they render'd him agreeable, and even dear, to 
Caligula, Claudins, and Nero ; whoſe Courts were 
drench'd in Vice, and to whoſe Favours the Su- 
perlative Degree of Wickedneſs was the ſureſt 
eee e In effect, he had the moſt 
conſiderable Offices, both in the State and the 
Prieſthood, conferr'd upon him by | thoſe three 
Emperors. He had the Care of the Publick 
| Works, in which he did not behave with the 
\ * Sueton. ſtricteſt Integrity; for * he was accuſed of the 
tell. deteſtable Sin of Sacrilege, in robbing the Tem- 
ples of the Gifts and Ornaments beſtow'd upon 
| Eo. | ug - 1 hem, 
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them, and of changing ſeveral of them, by ſub- 
ſtituting Tin and Copper in the room of Silver 
and Gold. Nevertheleſs, he exerciſed the Pro- 
conſulate of Africa to general Satisfaction; upon 


Conſort to ViTELLIUS: 311 


his Return from whence, he marry'd Petronia, 


Daughter to a Gentleman who had been Conſul 
of Rome. A Son, named from his Mother Pe- 
tronianus, was the Fruit of this Marriage. He 
had but one Eye; and tho' this Defe& did very 
much disfigure him, his Mother firft prevail'd 
with Vitellius to emancipate him, by reſigning his 
Tuition ; and then left him her Heir. Petrenia 
had her Reaſons for taking this Precaution. She 
was not ignorant of her Husband's Proneneſs to 
Debauch, and apprehended that in Time he would 
ſwallow his Eſtate: And therefore ſhe judg'd it 
adviſable to ſecure what ſhe had to her Son, by 
Emancipation, which render'd him and his Eftate 
independent on his Father: But all this ſigni- 


fy'd nothing. Vitellius having fooliſhly ſpent his 
. 155 of his Entertain- 


Eſtate in the riotous Exce | 
ments, and ſeeing no other way to furniſh out 


his Extravagance, * reſolv'd upon the barbarous * Seton. 


Extremity of putting his Son to Death. For 
this end, he charged him with the Crime of Par- 
ricide, which he himſelf incurr'd by ſuch an Act 
of Inhumanity; and to put ſome Colour upon 


in Vitell, © 


cap. C. 


his Deſign, gave out that Petronianus, touchd 


with Remorſe at the Villany of his Intention, 
had voluntarily drank the Poiſon he prepared for 
his Fer 


Vitellius and Petroma were not the happy 


Couple in the World, but broke off their Mar- 
riage by Divorce. Nor was the Lady long ſet 
free, but ſhe engaged again with Cornelius Dila- 


bella, a Senator of an illuftrious Birth and Fa-- 
mily. This haſty Wedding was fo 5 to 


Vitellius, that it fill'd him with a keen Reſent- 


ment againſt Dolabella; ſuch as no Time, which 


X 4 recon- 
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reconciles moſt things, could ever wear out: But 
* as ſoon as he was advanced to the Empire, and 
had it in his Power to revenge himſelf with Im- 
punity, he cruelly put Dolabella to Death. 
But neither did Vitellius tarry long after his 
Divorce, before he marry'd a ſecond Wife, whoſe 


Name was Galeria Fundana, the Daughter of one 


that had been Prztor. She was not the moſt 
agreeable Woman in the World; having a thick 
Tongue, which caus'd an Impediment in her 
Speech : But ſhe had a great deal of Wiſdom 
and Vertue, and a Character exempt from all 
kind of Suſpicion. Rare Qualities theſe ! in an 
Age wherein Vice was rampant, and in a Court 
that purſued Maxims incompatible with the Du- 
ties of Conjugal Fidelity. From this Match 


ſprung Publius Vitellius, who had the ſame Im- 


perfection as his Mother, and expreſs'd himſelf 
with ſo much Difficulty, that he might almoſt as 
well have been dumb, Fundana afterward lay in 


of a Daughter, who upon her Father's Misfor- 


1 * ſnewing his Generoſity 2 by marrying her very 
much to her Advantage. 


7 Santas; 
in Vitell. 
cap. 2 · 


the 
raiſe Money to carry him out o 


tune, furniſh'd Veſpaſian with an Opportunity of 


There is no ſort of Vice, but Pitellius was 
train'd to at Capre; ſo that he was f a Man irre- 
coverably plunged in Debauches. 'The wretched 
Examples he ſaw in that infamous Iſland were a 
fatal Seed, which Time and Opportunity made 
to ſprout; and he found but too many in the 
Reigns of Caius, Claudius, and Nero; Princes, to 
whoſe Gogd-Graces there was no ſurer way, than 
that of Riot and Exceſs. His Belly was his God : 
He ſpent his Eftate in gormandizing ; and to 


- pleaſe his inſatiable” A petite, waſted his Fortune 
to ſuch a degree, and was reduced to ſo great 


Streights, that when the Emperor Galla gave him 
r of Lower N 7 he could not 


thought 


« 
* 


Town, till he 
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thought of letting his Houſe to certain Perſons. 


who advanced a Sum upon it, and put his Mo- 
d ther, and his Wife Fundana, to lodge in a ſorry 
Chamber. 1 1 


| Neither did this Expedient, which was morti- 
fying enough to Fundana, make Vitellius perfectly 
eaſy; becauſe it did not furniſh what was ne- 
ceſlary to defray the Expences of his Journey. 
And thus our Governor muſt have remain'd pe- 
nurious at Rome, if his Mother had not made 
| him a Preſent of her Jewels; which would hardly 
have anſiver d neither, with all he could raiſe 
| beſide, had he not play'd the Sharper in all the 
Towns thro' which he paſs d. 8 
Vitelliuss ruin'd Circumftances gave Fundana a 
8 great deal of Concern: For what could be harder, 
| than that a Lady of her Quality, who had always 
livd in the midft of Plenty, ſhould be driven, as 
it were, from her Palace, in the moſt extreme 
Poverty? But theſe fatal Precipices muſt infatli- 
bly be the Conſequence of the extravagant Char- 
ges, which Luxury, and Intemperance, and in- 
ordinate Luſts, involve Men in, when they make 
it their Buſineſs to feed and gratify them. y 5 
Now, the Choice which Galba made of Ni- Seton, 
zellius, to command the Troops in Lower Germany, el 
was the more ſurprizing to all the World, becauſe 
he was known to be both unworthy and uncapa- 
ble of that Office. | E 
f The Truth is, he had ſpent his whole Life | cy 

in eating and drinking, and playing, and perfu- Tas gas, 
ming himſelf, and ranging in the moſt voluptuous 4unal. 14. 
Fields of Pleaſure. He was a Perſon of the cf · 49 · 
meaneſt Caſt of Soul, given up to Flattery, and 
uncapable of any Sentiment of Honour. He 
was inſolent, brutiſn, and even cruel to ſuch as 
betray'd the leaſt Fear of him; but timorous 
and humble to thoſe who had the Courage to 
make Reſiſtance: So that Men pleaded, in ſuſti- 

| 5 : fication 
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fication of Gallas Choice, that the Emperor had 
— upon one he had no Reaſon to apprehend 

anger from, ſince the Provinces were able to 

furniſh out wherewithal to ſatisfy his Gluttony. 
Vitellius was nevertheleſs receiv'd in his Go- 
vernment with great Demonſtrations of Joy, 
; „ He affected a certain Air of Popularity, which 
＋ „ gain'd him the Hearts of the People, and parti- 
cularly of the Soldiery, who diſliking Galba's 
auſtere and covetous Temper, and being natu- 
rally fond of Change and Novelty, ſaluted him 
__- Emperor, and gave him the Name of Germanicus; 
+ Plutarc. F This Election happen'd very 4-propos ; for it 
22 of had not been made many days, when Advice was 
in Oth. & brought of Galba's Death: Whereupon Vitellius 
in Vitell. immediately refoly'd to march and give Ot ho Rattle, 
who being in Rome, had poſſeſs d himſelf of the 

A 9 8 1 

Otho no ſooner heard it, but whether he doubted 
the Succeſs of the War, whether it was his Mo- 
deration, or (which is more likely) his Cowardice, 
he endeavour'd to ſtop Vitellius's March, by ſend- 
Sneton. ing him Propoſals of Accommodation. || He 
T Hip. wrote him ſeveral Letters in the moſt Civil Ex- 
lib-1.c:74. preſſions; and made him divers conſiderable Of- 
Plutarch. fers; as, for Inſtance, to aſſociate him in the 
Vi. Oth. Empire, and to marry his Daughter. Vitellius 
anſwer d him much after his own Style, and made 
him the very ſame Propoſals: But the Way of 
Accommodation not ſucceeding, they began to 
lay Ambuſhes for each other. Immediately each 
for himſelf endeavour d to ſtrengthen his Army, 
buy debauching the other's Soldiers; and grew ſo 
outrageous, that they wrote Letters full of the 
bittereſt Invectives, and loaded each other with 

the blackeſt of Crimes; in which Point they were 
not, indeed, beſide the Mark; for it was diffi- 

cult to. form a Judgment which was the more 
Worthleſs of the two: And laſt of all, they 


attempted 
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d attempted to murder one another, tho this did 
| not take effect. . x LATTE 
0 If, while this Quarrel happen'd between Ortho 
and Vitellius, Fundana was in Pain for herſelf and 
j- Family; I know not who can blame her. She 
/ was at Rome in the Hands of Ortho, who ſhe fear d 
h had not Generoſity enough to reſiſt the Tempta- 
i- tion that might come into his Head, to revenge 
's himſelf upon his Enemy, in the Perſons of his 
„ Wife and Children. Vitellius himſelf apprehen- | 
n ded this more than once; for he wrote to Ti- Taye: 
5; tianus, who commanded in the City for his Bro- Hiſtor. 1. 


it W ther Otho, that if they ill uſed Fundana and her. 75: 
as Children, he would make Reprizals upon him and 
15 his Son, to whom he proteſted he would not give 
0 Quarter. But Otho acted a very honourable Part 
1c by them; and far from offering the leaſt Injury 

to that Princeſs and her Family, order'd a par- 


ed ticular Care to be taken of them. Whether this 
o- was the Effect of his Generoſity, or of his Fear, is 
e, not eaſy to determine. But his Conduct herein, let 
d- it proceed from what Motive it would, makes it 
le evident, that we ought not always to revenge 
* ourſelves upon our Enemies in the Perſons of 


f- their Children, nor indeed on any thing that be- 
he longs to them. 3 lh 


— 


115 Mean time, the War did not prove fortunate 
de to Ot ho. His Troops were defeated in the Battle 
of of Bedriacum Whereupon, perceiving that the 
to Legions and Provinces (thoſe Retainers to For- 
ch tune) declared for Vitellius, he would not ſurvive 


y, his Shame, but kill'd himſelf with a Reſolution 
ſo little expected from his ſoft and effeminate Courſe 
he of Life. His Death united all the Suffrages in 
th W favour of Vitellius, who was generally recognized 
re by the whole World. He was in Gaul, when he 
fi- receiv'd the News of the Victory gain'd by his 
re Generals, and of Otho's Death ; and now he be- 
ey gan to take the Maſtery upon him. At wy 
| | L 


* Sueton. 
in Vitell. 
cap. IO, 
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did ſome Acts of Clemency and Juſtice, and 
affected the Gentle Strain; but as it was a bor- 


row'd Character, he could not long maintain it, 


but ſoon appear'd in his proper Colours, with- 
out Affectation or Hypocelly ſet out for Rome, 


and left behind him, in all Places upon the Road, 
| Footſteps of his Gluttony and Cruelty. This 


laſt could not be better deſcribed, than by thoſe 
Words of his, moſt worthy of a Tyrant, ſpoken on 


Occaſion of his viewing the Spot of Ground where- 


on the Battle of Bedriacum was fought ; which 
being cover'd with dead Bodies that caſt forth a 
dreadful Stench, he made himſelf merry at the 


dreary Sight, and ſaid, (a) A dead Enemy ſmelt * 


well, but a dead Citizen afforded a much more agree- 
„ nn neh Sree 1 £5 
I Mean while, the News of Otho's Death, and 
Vitelliuss Approach, was ſoon convey*d to Rome 
by Fame, and by thoſe who ſtrove for the Ho- 
nour of telling it firſt to Fundana and Sextilia, 
the new Emperor's Wife and Mother. Every 


body crowded to pay the moſt reſpectful Homage 


to thoſe Princeſſes; Flattery ated its Part as 
uſual, and ranged itſelf on Fortune's fide : But 
theſe tranſporting Advices, theſe Honours, and 
theſe Crowds of Fawners, made no Impreſſion 
upon the Mind of Fundana, or of her Mother- 
in-Law Sextilia, They look d upon Vitellius's 


Advancement as a Snare laid for them by For- 


tune, and as the greateſt Judgment that could 
befall him, whoſe Fate drew on, in proportion 


as his Grandeur increas'd. 'The Murder of Galba, 
the Death of Otho, and of preceding Emperors, 


were melancholy Preſages of what itellius was 


to expect from the Senate, the People, and the 


| | (a) Utque campos in quibus mare auſus eft : Optime olere 
pugnatum eft, adiit, abhoy= | occiſum hominem, & melius 
ventes quoſdam cadaverum\ Civem. Sueton. 8 
labem, deteſtabili voce confi « 1 
; Legions, 


YG J Gas iy hon #3 5 +, bot 


Conſort io ViTeLLus 317 
Legions, always ready to change Hands, and: to 
fall in with the ſtrongeſt Party, to which they 


brutiſhly ſacrificed the Perſon whoſe Intereſt they . 


quitted. Wherefore, when Vitellius wrote to his 
Mother, and gave himſelf the Name of Germani- 


cus, Sextilia roundly declared that it! was not * Tait. 
her Son's Name; for that ſhe was Mother of Hiſtor. 2. 


Vitellius, and not of Germanicus. But Vitellius, not 


content with taking it himſelf, tho he had none 


of the rare Qualities which perfumed that great 
Prince's Memory, gave it alſo to his Son, whom 
he honour'd with all the Ornaments and Marks of 
a Prince. He even caus'd the whole Army to go 
and meet him, tho' he was yet but very young, 


and almoſt dumb. f Neither was this the only + 5,9, 
Inſtance of the Emperor's Vanity ; which appear'd whey 

- CAPDe II. 
Rome. It was one of the moſt magnificent that 255... | 


ever was ſeen, and was thought the more extra- cab. 89. 


much more glaring in his pompous Entry into 


vagant, becauſe he was very unworthy of it. 


He enter'd the Capitol with a ſtately Equipage ; 


where meeting his Mother, he gave her the Title 
of Auguſta. And, which is moſt ſurprizing, he 
had the Inſolence to make a tedious Elogium of 
his own Vertues to the Senate and People, who 
never knew any that he had. Nay, he was fo 
ſhameleſly impudent, as to cry up his Temperance 


and Sobriety. in a particular manner, in the Hear- 


ing of Men who had been a hundred times Wit- 
neſſes to his Debauches, and had actually ſeen 
the Roads of Italy and the two Seas cover'd with 
Meſſengers ſent abroad in Search of the moſt 
exquiſite Dainties for that Prince's Table, and 
to furniſh out his Treats : Inſomuch that Joſe- 
phus makes no Scruple to ſay, if his Reign had 


been long, the Revenues of the Empire would 


not have anſwer d the ſingle Expence of his Table. 


It muſt undoubtedly be a Miſtake in the || Hiſto- || Aurel. 
rian, to repreſent him as a Covetous Perſon, ſince '*#-E2it 


we 


* 
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we ſee ſuch large Footſteps of his Prodigality, 


2 Lib. 65. 


butes Sentiments full of Modeſty and Moderation. 


He thought neither Nero's Apartments nor his 


Furniture magnificent enough, in his Palace of 
Gold; and * Dio tells us, Fundana was of the 
fame Opinion. He ſays, this Empreſs enter d 
the Imperial Palace with a ridiculous Pride, and 
a ſcornful Diſdain; not thinking any thing mag- 


nificent enough for her, but laughing at every 


thing ſhe ſer Eyes on; notwithſtanding what Ta- 
citus relates of that Princeſs, to whom he attri- 


And indeed, I cannot believe but Dio muſt have 
been miftaken, becauſe it is very unlikely that a 
Woman juſt removed from a paltry Chamber, 
poorly furniſn'd, where ſhe was not ſupply'd 
with all the Conveniences of Life, could ſo ſoon 
forget the mean and humble State from which 


ſhe was rais'd, and entertain ſuch haughty, not 


to ſay inſolent, Thoughts, as to think that rich 
and delicate Furniture not good enough for her, 
which had ſerv'd ſo many Empreſſes her Prede- 
ceſſors, of higher Birth, and of as good a Taſte, 
without Diſpute, as herſelf. And there is the 
greater Reaſon to believe this a Miſtake in Dio, 


en and his f Abridger after him, becauſe Fundana 
in 


tell. 

Tacit. 
Hiſtar. 

wo J. 2. 5+ 64. 


man; he became a Monſter in Cruelty, and in 


was never known to act in Contradiction to her- 
ſelf. § She ſhew'd the ſame Moderation upon 


the Throne of the Empire, as in the loweſt Ebb 


of her Fortune. She never affected State and 
Grandeur ; nor made any other Uſe of her Cre- 
dit and Intereſt, than to do Good-Offices, and 
diſtribute Favours: As we read, for Inftance, 
in the Story of Galerius Trachalus, Otho's Orator, 
waee Lite the favedt ef HI 4 + 

It were to be wiſh'd that Vitellius had follow'd 
her Example : But this Prince, purſuing his bad 
OEconomy, and worſe Advice of his Siſter-in- 
Law Triaria, that proud, inſolent, and cruel Wo- 


all 


their Father's Pardon, were made to ſhare his 
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all kinds of Debauchery. He took Nero's Reign 
for the Model of his Empire; and never was 
Model more nicely executed. Gluttony and In- 
humanity were the two Axes, upon which all his 
Actions turn'd. * Junius Blaſus, a Senator of Tacit. 
the firſt Rank, and the fineſt Gentleman in Rome, Hiſtor. 3. 
fell under the Weight of a forged and unjuſt 2 
Accuſation; and Vitellius, not content with pro- 
curing his Condemnation, would in Perſon at- 
tend the Execution, to give his Eyes the ſangui- a 
nary Regale of ſeeing his Enemy periſh. f The f Seton: 
two Sons of another Perſon under Sentence of in Vitell. 
Death, ſuing with humble Application to him for 


Puniſhment, and died together with him, whoſe 
Life they endeavour'd to ſave. Laſtly, he ftain'd 
his Hands with his Mother's Blood, by cauſing 
her to be ſtarv'd to Death, for the ſake of a 
vain Prediction formerly told him, that his Reign 
would be long, if he ſurvived her : As if Parri- 
cides were to be rewarded with Length of Life, 
by a God who has promiſed it only to ſuch, as 
love and honour the natural Authors of their 
Being! Some have indeed been of the Opinion, 
chat Sextilia laid violent Hands upon herſelf, as 
not being able to bear the ſcandalous Deport- 
ment of her Son ; but foreſeeing the Calamities 
he was bringing upon himſelf, ſhe ask d him (ſay 
they) for a Doſe of Poiſon, which he had the 
Barbarity to give her. But were this true, Vi- 
tellius would not be a whit the leſs Guilty of his 
Mother's Death, becauſe, among the Heathens 
themſelves, || not to prevent a Crime, when it || Sener. 
7 in one's Power, was to become the Author 2 i 
of it. | -" JO 

His Gluttony was the moſt inſatiable that ever 
was heard of. $ He had never leſs than Four, S Eutrop. 
often Five, Set Meals, to ſatisfy his greedy and #” Ft: 
voracious Appetite, of which he was ER | 
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ſo far from being Maſter, that he could not 
forbear drawing the Entrails of the Victims at 


the Sacrifices from the Fire, and eating them 
half-raw; or rather, ſcandalouſly devouring them 


in the Sight of the Multitude. He would invite 
himſelf to his Friends, who were obliged to en- 


tertain him with ſuch. Variety and Expence, that 


5 1 Eutrop. 


Sueton. 


. 4 * 


the leaſt of their Treats came to a vaſt Sum of 
Money. But of all their Feaſts, that which his 
Brother Lucius Vitellius made for him, ſeems the 
moſt extraordinary, and incredible : For we 
read, that beſide the other Varieties, there were 
F ſerv'd up at his Table, two thouſand Fiſhes, 
and ſeven thouſand Fowls, the fineſt that could 
be got. But the Emperor's Profuſion was never 
ſo conſpicuous, as in that famous Repaſt, when 
one ſingle Baſon coſt more Money than his Bro- 
ther's whole Entertainment; it being fill'd with 
Pheaſants Livors, Scar-Fiſh Tongues, Peacocks 
Brains, and the Entrails of Lampreys, and of all 
ſorts of Fiſh and Fowl of great Price. 'Theſe 
Exceſſes, and this Prodigality, which ſurpaſs'd all 
Bounds and Reaſon, may ſerve to convince us 
what Man is capable of, when Power and Autho- 


rity come in to the Relief of his Indlinations. 


While Vitellius was thus caſting the Weight 
of the Adminiſtration upon his Free-Men, and in- 
dulging his voracious Ape whole Days, and 
frequently whole Nights too, at the Table; Yeſ- 


; paſian, who had diftinguiſh'd himſelf by a great 


many glorious Actions, was proclaim'd Emperor, 


and acknowledg'd as ſuch by all the Eaſt. Pri- 
mus Antonius, one of his Generals, at the Head 


of the Legions of Mlyris, march'd into 1taly, won 
two (b) Battles, took and ſack d Cremona, and in 
(hy 19. gn of theſe. Battles, | Wars. One of Primus's Sol- 


gain y Primus Antonius | diers having mortally wound- 
over Vitellius's Troops, an Ac- | ed a Man of the contrary ſide, 


cident happen'd, which made and fallen 1 him with the 
I 


1p ine una 


both Parties curſe the Civil] Deſign to | 
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theſe three Actions deſtroy d above thirty thou- 


ſand of Vitellius's Troops; the Conſequence of 
which was, that the whole Empire declared for 


the Conqueror, excepting the City of Rome, where 
Vitellius was ſoon after abandon'd alſo to his evil 
Deſtiny. 41 | | . 
Awaking now from his Lethargy, that Prince 
ſaw his Danger, when it was too late to avoid 
it; and thought himſelf unhappy, when he per- 
ceiv'd his Affairs beyond Redreſs. Deternun'd, 
therefore, to forego the Sovereignty, and to re- 


ſign it cowardly to his Competitors, he quitted * Tae: 


the Palace, dreſs'd in Black, and accompany'd Hiftor- 3. 


by Fundana, and his Children, and Domeſticks.“ 


His Son was carry'd in a Litter, as at a Funeral 
Solemnity ; and in this Mournful Plight, which 
rais'd Compaſſion in the Breaſts even of thoſe who 
had no Reaſon to love him, he paſs'd thro' the 
Troops; and having aſſembled them and the 
People, told them in moving Terms, 'That he 
renounced the Empire for the ſake of Peace, and 
the Good of the State; and only deſired the 
Favour of them to have Pity on his Brother, and 


| his Wife and Children : Then taking off his Sword, 


as a Token that he abdicated his Authority, he 
offer d it to the Conſul Cæcilius Simplex, who re- 
fuſed it ; and retired to the Temple of the God- 
deſs Concord. , OS 285 
It was a piercing Sight, to behold the Empreſs 
Fundana leading her Daughter by the Hand from 
the Palace, all drown'd in Tears at the bitter 
Fate of a Prince forced to take Refuge in his 


that it was his own Father. old Soldier died of his Wounds; 
They knew one another, and and the only Comfort remain- 
mutually embraced ; the Fa- | ing to his Son, was the ſor- 
ther to ſhew his Paternal Af-|rowful one of burying the 
fection; and the Son in Token | Man who had given him Life, 
of his Grief, that he ſhould [and to whom he had been 
unfortunately prove his Fa- the Inſtrument of Death. 
ther's Murderer. The poor 

Y Peo- 


ap. 67. 
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People's Co mpaſſion. But Sighs and Tears were 
f pb js Ute in his F Troops 
enter d Rome, and poſſeſsd themſelves of the Pa- 
. lace, where Vtellius had juſt been gormandizing, 
as he was wont at other times; till taking Fright 
at the Noiſe of the Soldiers, he got away pri- 
vately, and went to Fundana's Lodgings, where 
-- he was no ſooner arrived, but he wanted to be 
at the Palace again. Returning accordingly, and 
finding it abandon'd by all his Domefticks, he 
hid himſelf behind a Bed in the Porter's Cham- 
ber, where he had a Scuſfle with the Dogs, that 
* Taclt. bit him till they drew Blood. It was not long, 
2 before this Retreat was diſcover d; and he was 
in Vitell. haled out with all the Marks of Infamy, and led 
Sutra. thro'the City with his Hands tied behind him. Nay, 
to aggravate his Shame, the Point of a Dagger 
was held under his Chin all the way, to make 
him hold up his Head. They offer d him all the 
Oiurtrages and Indignities they could think of; 
+» eaſt Dirt, and even Dung, in his Face; and call'd 
6 8 8 
; him Trencher-Man, and Incendiary. Laſtly, after | 
All the moſt poignant Inſults, they kill'd him by 
little and little, and rhrew his Body into the Thber. 
| Lucius Vitellius, the Emperor's: Brother, and 
young Vitellius, were alſo ſacrificed to the Publick 
Tran uillity Licinius Muci anus, who did what he 
pleas'd with Vſpaſian, judg d it adviſable to choak 
the Seeds of Diſcord in the Blood of that young 
Prince: But the 2 was not ſo cruel with 
regard to Vitellus's Daughter, whom he marry'd 
very honourably. And this was the only Con- 
ſolation Fundana had, who paſs'd the Remainder 
of her Life in Sorrow and Mourning. 


Fx : 4 9 
f + " 
* 
2 
2 4 7 


DOMITILL4, 


* 3 5 / . } * 75 - 7 
SAIL, en, e 
» " A '\ » {OB 
1 — N 5 4 wh 


SS DOMITILL A, 
| CONSORT. 


8 e 

AY ESPASIAN 

8 IAA Do MITILLA is not ſo well 

ö; r known for what happen'd in her 

4 Life, which was very obſcure, as 

p ABS) for the Honours paid her after her 

y Death, or, at leaſt, after Veſpaſian was ſettled 

r. upon the Throne. She was Daughter to Flavius — 
d Liberalis, Regiſter of the Treaſury. This Em-, „ 
K ploy much exceeded the utmoſt of his Hopes; for 
e he came of ſo mean a Family, that his Daughter 

k Domitilla was forced to be a Slave to Capella, a 

g Roman Knight, till her Father t having by his 55 Aurel. 
h long Services merited the Office of Regiſter of the * 2 
d Treaſury, ſhe was upon that Conſideration de- 
8 clared Free, and a Citizen of Rome. 

x Veſpaſian was Prætor in Caligula's Reign, when 


he marry'd Domitilla. She was not the firſt Ob- 
je& of his Inclination ; Cenis, Free-Woman and 
Secretary to Antonia, Claudius's Mother, having 
made the Conqueſt of his Heart many Tears 
before. Nay, Veſpaſian paſſionately lov'd her, at 
the very time that he marry'd Hlavia, 

5 . Sprung 


/ 


324 Douir 14, 


Sprung from a Family of no great Note, Veſ- 


pafian had undoubtedly remain'd in Obſcurity, 
if the Worſt of Fortune: were not as liable to 


Change, as the Beſt : But Narciſſus, who then did 


what he would at Court, took him into his Pro- 


tection, and promoted him to the moſt conſidera- 
ble Employs, wherein Yeſpafian ſnew'd the Bright- 
neſs and Elegance of his Parts. It was owing to 
that Free-Man's Intereſt, that he was made 
Lieutenant of a Legion, at the Head of which 
he perform'd ſach notable Exploits, both in Great- 
Britain and Germany, as acquired him a glorious 
Reputation, and were rewarded with the Prieſt- 
hood, a Triumph, and the Conſulate ; which 
when he came to exerciſe at Rome, he found his 
Wife Domitilla lying in of a Son, whom he named 
Titus ; and this Son ſucceeded him in the Empire. 

Theſe glaring Honours were a warm Incen- 
tive to Veſpaſians Ambition; who had, beſide, 
the Advantage of Prognoſticks to ground his Pre- 
tences to Fortune upon. He was promis'd the 
| Sovereignty. by an Oracle; and his Succeſſes in 
the Field feem'd to open the way to it. In ef- 
fect, two powerful Nations reduced, twenty Towns 
taken, an Iſland conquer'd, and all within a very 
little Compaſs of Time, were Beginnings too 
glorious and promiſing, not to ſwell the Hopes 
of a Man naturally ambitious ; who was fondly 
ſuperſtitious withall, and had Preſages of his 
great Advancement, to which he gave an entire 
Credit. But all theſe Expectations of Yeſpafian, 
all his Proſpects of Grandeur, and his vaſt Ideas, 
were ſoon confounded : His Fortune had well 
nigh ſunk with that of Narciſſus, his main Sup- 
port; and the Fall of that Free-Mar had like to 
have ruin'd Favia's Husband to all Intents and 
Purpoſes. The . Agrippina having con- 
ceiv d an implacable Hatred againſt NVarciſſus, her 
Reſentment was level'd at every Favourite of that 
. ; unhappy 
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unhappy Man; ſo that after ſhe had deſtroy d 
her Principal Enemy, ſhe made it her Buſineſs 
to ruin thoſe who were his Friends. The Abſo- 
lute Power ſhe had obtain'd over the Emperor 
Claudius, her Spouſe, render'd every thing feaſible 
that ſhe undertook : But however, to give ſome 
Colour to her Perſecution, Informers were pro- 
vided againſt thoſe mark'd out for Deſtruction ; 
that they might ſeem to be puniſh'd for their 
Crimes, and not for their Adherence to Narciſſus. 

Veſpaſian, whom innumerable Obligations had “ Sueton: 
engaged in that Courtier's Intereſt, well perceiv'd in Veſpaſ- 

| the Danger of tarrying at Rome, where his Life 
could not be ſecure : For Agrippina wanted only 
a Pretence, to take it away; and in all Proba- 

bility, ſhe would not have been long in finding 
one, had not Veſpaſian wiſely reſolv'd to fly with 
his Wife Domitilla to ſome remote Place of Sanctu- 
ary. To this Retreat he ow'd both his Life, and 
his Felicity : It not only ſhelter'd him from the 
Fury of Agrippina's Reſentment ; but it reſtored 
to Flavia the entire Affection of her Husband, 
which was half raviſh'd from her by Cenis; and 

6 they had the Satisfaction to ſee an Increaſe of 

their Family, by the Birth of Domitian, and of a 
Daughter, named (after the Mother) Havia Do- 
mitilla, which laſt did not long ſurvive. 

The Storm being over, and Agrippina's Revenge 
appeas d, Veſpaſian grew weary of his Quiet and 
Obſcuriry, and return'd to Rome, the only Theater, 
in his Opinion, for diſplaying the Excellence of 
his Talents, and advancing himſelf to the higheſt 
Dignities : But Fortune had a mind to put him 
once more to the Trial, and to ſhew him the Ef- 
fe& of her Malice or Caprice. For when Nero 
was making the Tour of Achaia, Veſpaſian'attend- 
ed him, and had the Unhappineſs to incurr his 
Diſpleaſure, by falling aſleep while the Emperor 
was finging. This Want of Compaiſance was 

ETAL * ſuch 
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and not doubting but the Time 


they rebell'd againſt the Ro- 
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ſuch an Affront upon Nero, that he forbid Veſpa- 
fian ever after to come into his Preſence. He 


could nor be ſure, but the Emperor would carry 
his Reſentment yet farther; and as he was no 
Stranger to his violent Paſſions, he did not think 
it proper to contihue near him, but ſought a new 


Aſylum, where he tarry'd 
never loſt Sight of him, 


| till the Tempeſt was ſcat- 
ter d. Neither did he wait long; for Fortune 


till ſne had made him 


ample Amends for all the Diſaſters of his Life. 
The Jews, who always look' d upon the Go- 


vernment of the Romans as a bitter Reproach, 


as well as a heavy Bondage, forgot the ſacrilegi- 
ous Proteſtations they had formerly made, that 
they would have no King but Cæſar; and, infa- 
tuated with ſome vain (a) Prediction, which ſeem'd 
to promiſe them the Empire, they reſolv'd to 


ſhake off the Yoak that ſo ſorely 


gall'd their 


Necks. In this ſtupid Confidence, they barba- 
rouſly murder d their Governor; and the f News 


of their Revolt reaching Nero's Ears, put him into 


ſach a dreadful Paſſion, that he ſwore, he would 
in Revenge exterminate a People, whom neither 


(a) The Fews had an anci- 
ent Prediction, that the Em- 
pire of the Univerſe would 
tall into the Hands of ſome 
body that ſhould come from 
the Eaſt ; and Foſephus him- 
ſelf tells us, that in Nere's' 
Reign, there was found, 
among the old Records in the 
Temple, a Prophecy, poſitively 
aflerting, that about that Time 
there Would riſe up from a- 
mong the Fews, the Perſon 
who was to cemmand the 
whole Earth. The Fegg in- 
terpreted this deluding Pro- 
phecy in their own Favour; 


— 


of their Deliverance drew near, 


/ 


MANS. Foſephus, 77 to 
make his Court, put a Political 
Iuterpretation upon it, and at- 


tributed it to Veſbaſian; ſo 


that neither one nor the other 
had a Notion, that this Pro- 
phecy related only 1 . 
Cbriſt, to whom God had pro- 
mis d the Heathen for bis [n- 
heritance, and the utmoſt Pants 
of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion, 
as the Royal Pſalmiſt expreſles 
it. Agreeably -whereto, the 
Empire of our Saviour did then 
extend itſelf all the World 
over, by the Miniſtry of the 
Apoſtles, who preach'd the 


| Goſpel in all the Corners of 
we Ent ES 
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Threats, nor Puniſhments, nor Acts of Clemency, 


could reconcile to Obedience. On the other « Lutxic. 


hand, God's appointed Time for the Deſtruction qr. 
of Jeruſalem drew near. It was Time, that that 
Stoner of the Prophets ſhould expiate her horrid 
Deicide ; and that the yet reeking Tracks of the 
adorable Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which that City 
had ſhed, ſhould be bury'd under its Ruins. In 
a word, it was Time, that its demoliſh'd Turrets 
and Palaces, its razed Walls, and ſhatter'd Houſes, 
ſhould juſtify the Occaſion of the Tears of the 
Son of God, which in Prophetick Grief he had 
{hed on the account of fo terrible a Deſolation. 
Nero, having need of a very able General for 
this important Expedition, immediately calt his 
Eyes upon Væſpaſian, as a General of conſummate 
Experience and Abilities; and Yeſpafian well an- 
ſwer'd his higheſt Expectation. - He put himſelf 
at the Head of the Legions, march'd with them 
to Judæa, and reduced the whole Country, ex- 
cept the City of Jeruſalem. Amidſt theſe Mili- 
tary Exploits, his Wife Domitilla died; but hardly 
any Notice was taken of her Death, ſhe was ſo 
very little known in her Life-time. Nor was it 
till after Flattery had immortalized her, and pla- 
ced her among the Goddeſſes, that Havia Domi- 
tilla's Name grew into Vogue. ER 
Upon MNero's Death, the Empire was divided 
into Factions. Galba's Reign was ſhort ; becauſe 
Ocho aſpired at the Sovereignty, and got him 
murder d. Otho enjoy d but two or three Months, 
a Dignity acquired by ſo foul an Act: And Vi- 
tellius s Exceſſes having render'd him odious, Veſ- 
paſian, who was then in the Eaſt, at the Head of 
a conſiderable Army, was proclaim'd Emperor. 
Ar firſt, he made ſome Difficulty of accepting the 
| Sovereignty, which the Legions fo ardently preſs d 
upon him ; till at laſt, overcome by the earneſt 
Solicitations of Mucianus, Governor of Syria, who 
T4 | promis'd 
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promis d to ſtand by him, he took the Surnames 
of Cæſar and Auguſtus, and advanced toward 
Rome, to give Vitellius Battle, who diſhonour'd 
the Empire by his effeminate and diſſolute Courſe 
of Life. | | . 

Being at Alexandria, they brought to him a 
Man that was blind, and another that was lame, 
who beg d that he would heal them, upon the 


Aſſurance they pretended to have receiv d from 


the God Serapis, that Veſpaſian could do it, by only 
touching the Cripple's Leg with the Extremity of 
his Foot, and anointing the Eyes of the blind Man 


* Tacit. with his Spittle. The Emperor was a Prince 
Hiftor. 4. of too much Senſe, to give Attention to this idle 


Dream; and, to avoid expoſing himſelf to Publick 
Ridicule, refuſed to do what they deſired; till 
tired with the Importunities of thoſe two poor 
Wretches, and with the Solicitations of his Friends, 
he reſoly'd to do any thing they would have him. 


He wet the blind Man's Eyes with his Spittle, and 


immediately he recover'd his Sight; and ſcarce 
had he touch'd the lame one's Leg with his Foot, 
but he walk'd as well as ever he had done in his 
Life. Theſe things gave Occaſion to Variety of 
"Diſcourſes; bur as they are foreign to my Pur- 
poſe, I leave the Reader to believe juſt what he 
pleaſes of them. ; . 
Tho Veſpaſian had a great deal of Merit, it is 
nevertheleſs certain, that he ow'd his Advance- 
ment partly to, the ſhameful Diſorders of Ortho 
and Vitellius, who were deem'd unworthy of the 
Empire, and partly to the Services of the two 
Generals who declared in his Favour, and ſup- 

rted his Intereſt by ſuch Feats in War, as 
equal'd their Courage and their Skill to thoſe of 
the greateſt Captains of Old Rome. One of theſe 


+ Tacit, was f Licinius Mucianus, whoſe Vices are ſaid to 


have balanced his Vertues, if not to have out-ftript 
them; for which Reaſon, he may be reckon'd 
| EE | more 
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more fit to make an Emperor, than to be one. 
The other was Primus Antonius, a Native of Tou- 
louſe in Gaul, nicknamed in his Infancy Becco, as 
much as to ſay Cock's Bill. This Perſon had * Swetox; 
been found Guilty of ſome Miſdemeanour, for in Vi#ell. 
which he was degraded from the Dignity of a 
Senator, tho' afterward reſtored by f Galba, t Tacit. 
without much Enquiry into the Merits of the Anal. 14 
Cauſe. Upon this mortifying Diſgrace, he went 
and offer'd his Service to Nero But that Prince 
taking no Notice of him, || Antonius Primus try'd | 2 
the Strength of his Genius, and ſo finely managed 
his Intrigues, that he made himſelf General of 
an Army, without receiving his Command from 
the Hands of any Perſon whatever. He was brave, 
bold, and enterprizing ; and the fitteſt Man in the 
Univerſe to execute a haſty Deſign at a Puſh. He 
was a perfect Maſter in theArtof War; and always 
ſhew'd the firmeſt Intrepidity in the midſt of Danger. 
But on the other hand, he was naturally quarrel- 
ſome, and delighted in Brawls and Contentions ; a. 
dangerous Man in Times of Peace and Idleneſs ; 
and equally given to Plunder and Prodigality. 
Theſe were the two Generals, that made Veſpa- 
ſian Emperor, by their important Services. 
| Upon: his firſt Arrival at Rome, he ſet about 
regulating the Ciry, the Face of which had been 
quite changed by the late Diſorders. He re- 
cover'd, from the Darkneſs of Oblivion, the Name 
and Memory of his Wife Flavia Domitilla, by pro- 
curing her a Decree of Immortality. Temples 
were erected, and Altars conſecrated to her Ho- 
nour, and Prieſts inſtituted by the very Name 
of Flavia Domitillu. In ſhort, they idolized a dead 
Woman; and Veſpafian's Wife, who was hardly 
ever heard of at Rome during her Life, was placed 
among the Stars out of a poſthumous Adoration, 
and; by an impious Apotheofis, increas'd the Num- 
ber of the Deities. © N 5 
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Cenis, a Slave ſet Free, rais'd her Fortune upon 
the Emperor's Advancement. Veſpafian's Aſfecti- 
on for her was ſuch, that he took her home to 
tis Palace, and conſtantly treated her with the 


Tame Conſideration, as if ſhe had been his Law- 


ful Wife. It muſt be own'd, however, that Cexis's 


Merit might claim that Reward. She was a Wo- 


man of ſo much good Senſe, as render'd her fit 


even to govern. Her Penetration was ſo d 


that nothing eſcaped it ; and her Diſcernment ſo 
juſt, that nothing could deceive it. It was Cenis, 


that diſcover'd, to her Miſtreſs Amonia, the per- 


fidious and ambitious Deſigns of Sejanus, which 
that Princeſs immediately communicated to Tibe- 
rius. And beſide the rare Qualities already 
mention'd, ſhe had a good Share of Politicks, 
whereby ſhe always maintain'd herſelf in Veſpa- 
ſian s Good-Graces ; for ſhe ſtudy d his Humour, 
and never thwarted his Inclination; but being 
acquainted with his covetous Temper, would in- 
vent a thouſand ways to gratify that inſatiable 
Deſire of Wealth, with which he was conſumed, 
t All the Offices of the Empire were expoſed 


to Sale. The Government of Provinces, and the 
Command of Armies, were conferr'd upon the 
higheſt Bidders. The Prieſthood, that ſacred 


Dignity! and the Abfolution of Crimes, were 
purchas d for Gold! They carry'd on a ſacrile- 
gious Traffick in the moſt Sacred things: And, 


in ſhort, there was no Office, how Honourable 
ſoever, but the Vileſt of Men might aſpire to, 


if they came with their Hands well fill d. And 
to whom ſhould they addreſs themſelves, but 
Cenis? that crafty Woman, who turn'd every 


thing, even her Credit and Authority, into Mo- 


ney. There was nothing you could ſee or name, 
but it was tax'd, and ,bore the Marks of: the 
Emperor's monſtrous Avarice. Yeſpafian ſordidly 


| egach'd at every the leaſt Opportunity of getting 


Money; 
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Money ; he liked Profit, let it ariſe from what 
Quarter it would: And one day, when his Son 
Titus expreſs'd a ſort of Shame, that a Duty 
ſhould be laid upon Urine, the Emperor took a 


Piece of Money out of 
it to Titus's Noſe, told 


his Pocket, and holding 
him, it {ſmelt never the 


worſe, for ariſing from a Duty upon Urine. It 
was in this Train of amaſſing prodigious Wealth, 
that Cenis died, much lamented by Veſpaſian. 
Neither did that Prince long ſurvive her ; bur 
Death eaſed him of the painful Exerciſe of the 
Government, after he had ſully'd the Decline of 
his Reign with the Execution of (6) Sabinus, for 


(b) If Sabinus's Hiſtory is 
worth relating ; much more 15 
that of his Wite's Fidelity. 
Sabinus was a Native of Lan- 
gres; a Man of Quality, Wealth 
and Ambition. His Spouſe's 
Name was Eponina, a Lady 
N Beauty. During the 

roubles in the Gault, which 
laſted all the time that Otho, 
Vitellius, and VJeſpaſian were 
ſtruggling for the Empire , 
there was no General of an 
Army, or Governor of a Pro- 
vince, who did not think. he 
had a fair Pretenſion to the 
Empire. Sabinus was one who 
conceiv'd this Notion ; and 
thereupon, following blindly 
the Dictates of Ambition, he 

rocured himſelf ro be ſaluted 

mperor. The Aſſiſtance he 
was promis'd from thoſe of his 
own Nation, eacouraged him 
to undertake this bold Enter- 
prize: And belide, he pre- 
tended to ſpring fram the 
Blood of Fulius Ceſar, who 
had been, detected in an Af- 
fair of Gallantry with his 
Grand-Mother, during, his 
Reſidence in the Gantz. Thus, 


unaccountable Temerity, he 
turn'd his Arms againſt the 
Romans. But this Reyolt pro- 
ved very unfortunate ; his 
Troops being entirely defeat- 
ed, fo that every Man of hig 
Party either betook himſelf to 
Flight, or put himſelf to 
Death, to avoid falling into 
the Hands of the Roman Ge- 
nerals, who ſpared none of 
theſe Rebels, but made them 
undergo the Puniſhment they 
thought their Crime deſerv'd. 
Sabinus might have retired 
into the Heart of Gaul, where 
he would have been fate : But 
Ending himſelf unable to a- 
bandon his Wife, whom he en- 
tirely lov'd, and of whom he 
was as well belov' d, he flatter'd 
himſelf, that he might in Time 
obtain his Pardon, and refoly'd 
to conceal himfelf till the Trou- 
bles were at an end. He had 
a Country-Houſe well provi- 
ded with Caves under ground, 
which it was impoſlible to diſ- 
cover, without being conducted 
to them: And of All Sabinns's 
Domeſticks, Who were very 


is | numerous, there were but two 


backing his Vanity with an 


Free-Men, in whom he had an 
entire Confidence, who knew 


ga Crime, 
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any thing of thoſe Caves. Sa- 
binus takes theſe Free-Men 
alide, and tells them his De- 
ſign to hide himlelf in the 
aves, till he ſhould find Af 
fairs in a proper Diſpoſition 
for him to ſue out his Pardon ; 
adding, that to prevent Search 
being made for him, it was 
convenient to ſpread a Report, 
that he had poiſon'd himſelf, 
and was dead. This Scheme 
was very well executed. Sa- 
binus call'd all his Servants 
together, and told them, that 
after the Misfortune of ſeeing 
the e of his 
Hopes, and the Miſcarriage of 
his Deſigns, he could not doubt, 
but they would make him un- 
dergo the cruel'ſt Torment, 
ſhould he happen to fall into 
the Hands of thoſe, who had 
already put as many of his 
Companions to Death, as they 
could get into their Power; 
and that tb prevent ſuch a Fate, 
he was reſolv'd to put a Period 
to his Life. Then he thank' d 
them tor their Services and Fi- 
delity, and diſcharged them 
all, except the two Free-Men, 
who were in the Secret. To 
theſe he gave what Inſtructi- 
ons were necellary, and ſo 
bury'd himſelf, as one may 
call it, in thoſe ſubterraneous 
Vaults; upon which, his Houſe 
was ſet on Fire by his Directi- 
on, and ſoon conſumed to 
Aſhes. This Fire was imme 
diately attributed to Sabinus's. 
Deſpair ; and it was the more 
rea ly believ'd, becaufe the 
two Free-Men induſtriouſly 
reported, where- ever they 
caine, that Sabinus, to avoid 
falling into the Hands of the 
Emperor's Generals, had poi- 


| 


_ Dowrritta; 
a Crime, which nine Years Penance, the Tears of 
a Wife, and the Cries of two young Children 


ſon'd himſelf, and was burnt 
in his Houſe, to prevent any 


Inſult that might be offer'd to 
his Corpſe. The Story was 
farther confirm'd by Eponina's 


Mourning, who verily believ- 


ing what Martial (one of the 
Free-Men inthe Secret)told her 


concerning Sabinus's Death, 
ow herſelf upto an inconſo- 
able Sorrow. She fill'd the 


Houſe with her Sighs and her 


Groans, and ſhed Tears like 
a Wite who had loſt the dear- 
eſt of Husbands. She was vi- 
ſited by all the Perſons of Di- 
ſtinction at Rome, who urged 
the moſt Con ſolatory things to 
her: But Eponina, reſolving 
not to ſurvive a Husband ſhe 
had ſo tenderly lov'd, and now 
imagined herſelf bereft of, 
would not take any Nouriſh- 
ment for three days. The 
Report of Sabinus's Death was 
univertally ſpread, and as uni- 
verſally Bellev d. Eponina's 
olemn and ſerious Mourn- 
ing, the Houſe burnt, the Free- 


Men diſcarded; theſe were 


Circumſtances, that left no 
room to doubt it. Mean while, 
Martial went and inform'd 
Jabinus, trom time to time, 
how things ſtood; and the 


oor Gentleman, fancying his 


ife might carry ber Grief 
too far, order'd the truſty 
Free-Man to go to her, aud 
undeccive her; but to charge 
her, at -the ſame time, not to 
make the leaſt [Alteration in 


her Conduct, left they ſhould 


diſcover what it ſo much con- 


.cern'd him to keep ſecret, tor 
the Preſervation of his Life. 


Eponina knew well the Im- 
portance of the Affair, and 
went on in her Mourning, 


might 


— 


fir 
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might (one would think) have expiated. An Act 
of Severity, or rather of Cruelty, little expected 


without any viſible Change, 
tho' it was not ſo hearty and 
fincere; till, quite devour'd 
with Impatience to ſee once 
more the dear Spouſe ſhe had 
ſo heartily bewail'd, ſhe made 
him a Viſit, one Night, in his 
Cave, and return*'d without 
being perceiy'd. This encou- 
raged her to repeat her Viſits 
for ſeven Months together ſuc- 
ceſlively ; but every Viſit was 
attended with a great deal of 
Trouble and Danger: So that, 
to ſpare the one, and prevent 
the other, ſhe had Sabinus 
brought, one Night, into her 
own Houſe, among ſome old 
Goods and Trumpery contri- 
ved on purpole to hide him. 


Before he had been long here, 


Sponina fancy d, that conlider- 
ing how many Viſits ſhe had, 
it was almoſt impoſſible but he 
muſt ſooner or later be difco- 


ver'd ; and thereupon he was 


convey' d back again to his 
darkſome and uncomfortable 
Abode, where his Lady vilited 
him for nine Years together, 
without being perceiv'd. What 
is very — oi and moſt to 


be admired, is, that Eponina 
with Child, and ap” 
85 


provin 
prehending upon juſt groun 

that her Great: Belly would 
explain the Myſtery to the 
Ladies, whoſe Converſation 
ſne muſt unavoidably have, if 
not in the Aﬀemblies, nor in 
the Temples, at leaſt at the 
Baths; ſhe made uſe of an 


Ointment,the Nature of which | 


was, to {well the Part anointed ; 
and thus, by the Swelling of 
her Arms and her Legs, ſhe 
conceal'd that of her Belly, 
which was thought to proceed 


from ſame Diſtemper. She 


| 


had even the Strength and the 
Courage, to go through the 

Pangs of Child Birth withour 
a Groan, and to bring into 
World, without theA ſliſtance of 
a Mid-wite, Twin- Sons, which 
ſhe nurs'd in the Cave as long 


as her Husband tarry'd there. 


At laſt, Eponina's frequent 
Abſence was taken Notice of, 
and made People believe there 
was ſomething Myſterious in it. 
They narrowly watch'd her 
Motions ; and by this means 
diſcover'd Sabinus's Lurking- 
Hole. The Conſequence was, 
he was immediately ſeiz'd, 
loaded with Irons, and drag' d 
to Rome, with his Wife and 
2 CON i As Non as 
they appear'd before Veſpaſian, 
Foes. threw herſelf le 


Feet, and preſenting her 
Twins to him, aſſured him, 
* That ſhe had long ſince 


© waited upon him, to addreſs 
his Clemency for her Huſ- 
&© band's Pardon, who had ap- 
10 ek at the Head of 2a 
© Party, not fo much out of 
© Ambition, and the Deſire 
*© to reign, as. thro' Indiſcre- 
tion, the Influence of bad 
„Advice, the Calamities of 
© the Civil Wars, and to de- 
© liver himſelf out of the 
„Hands of Tyrants ; but I 
„ ſtay'd Sit, ſaid ſbe,till theſe , 
«© two Boys here {ſhould be of 
” Age to join their Sighs and 
Tears wich their Mother's; 
* to the end that the Number 
1 1 being greater, 
*© your DEE might the more 
*© eaſily be diſarm d. I brought 
them forth in a ſort of Se- 
c pulcher, added ſhe ; and I 
cc can aſſure your Majeſty, this 
© is the firſt Day they ever 


from 


— — — 
1 - _ 


— — 
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from an Emperor, who in other Inſtances had * 
ſhewn himſelf of a ſanguinary Temper. 


& beheld the Light. -- Let our 
& Tears, our Sighs, and our 
ec Misfortunes, move you to 
< compaſſionate our diſtreſs d 
& Condition ! | 
- Eponing's Speech, and the 
diſmal Spectacle, which ſhe 
and her two little Sons lying 
at Veſpaſian's Feet, and im- 
ploring their Father's Pardon, 
made, fill'd as many as were 
reſent with Tenderneſs and 
Piey nor did any one doubt, 
but the Emperor would grant 
Sabinus his Life to the Sighs of 
his Spouſe, and the Tears of the 
two poor Innocents, who ſo 
earneſtly begg'd it · So rare 
an Example ot Conjugal Love 
deſery'd no leſs at Ve/paſean's 


Hands, than that he ſhould 


have given Sabinus as a Re- 


ward for Eponina's generous 


Fidelity and Conftancy : But 


and ' condemn'd Sabinus to 
Death, to intimidate, by an i1]- 
timed Severity, thoſe. whom 
Ambition might promptto raiſe 
Diſturbances in the State. Eyo- 
uina perceiving her Husband's 
Ruin, deſired nothing more 
than to ſhare his Fate; and 
aſſuming an auſtere and manly 
Countenance, ſhe told the Em- 
peror, with an Air of Intrepi- 
dity, that ſhe did not at all 
value Lite, tho' ſhe had liv'd 
nine Years with Sabinus, in 2 
gloomy Cavern of the Earth, 
with more Content and Sati(- 
faction, than He amidſt al! 
the Pomp and Splendor of 3 
Throne. She upbraided him 
ſeverely on the ſcore. of bis 
Cruelty ; and after having ſet 
an admirable Example of Con. 
jugal Love and Fidelity, ſhe 
gave another Example of He- 


that Prince was inexorable, 


roick Generoſity. 
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» J TUS, who in a Private Capacity had 


5 X been a very diſſolute and debauch'd Man, 
made a Prince of admirable Wifdom 
© and Clemency. He was educated. in 
Claudius's Court, along with Prince Britannicus, 
under the ſame Mafters, and in the fame Exer- 
eiſes. Hence that 1cular Famuliarity there 
always was between them ; which had like to have 
proved fatal to Titus, when he * taſted the Draught * Sueton. 
that ſent Britannicus to his long Home. ; 0 

Titus, while he was at Court, had a Preſage 
of his future Advancement. One day, Narciſſus, 
Claudius's Free-Man and Secretary, having ſent 
for a Phyſiognomiſt, to give his Opinion of Bri- 
tannicus s Fate; the ol ea poſitively aſſured 
him, that that Prince would never be Emperor, 
but he that ſtood by him, pointing to Titus. 

Probably it was the young Gentleman's F fine f Tae: 
Aſpect, that occaſion'd this Conjecture. In his Hr. z. 
Countenance ſhone a certain Majeſty, blended 7 
with Sweetneſs, which gave him the Air of a 


Prince, rather than of a Private Perſon. $ He g Ee. 
4131 | | was lib. 7. 
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was moreover a perfect Maſter in all ſorts of 
Exerciſes. He had a prodigious Memory, a 
great Readineſs in compoſing either Verſe or 
Proſe, and ſuch an * admirable Knack at counter- 
feiting any Hand, that it was impoſſible to diſtin- 

n it from the True. Hence he would often ſay, 
be ſhould have made an excellent Forger, if he 
had given his Mind to it. 

After he had ſervd ſome time in Germany 
and England, in the Poſt of (a) Military Tribune, he 
had an Inclination to the Law, and to plead at 
the Bar. During the Interval that he follow'd 
his Studies for this end at Rome, he marry'd 
Arricidia Tertulla, Daughter to a Gentleman of 
the Equeftrian Order, who had been Colonel of 
the Emperor's Guards: But that Lady dying 
ſoon after, he marry'd, in the ſecond place, 
Marcia Furnilla, who was deſcended of one of 
the moſt illuſtrious Families in Rome. 5 

It was not long, before this new-marry'd 
Couple was obliged to part. Veſpaſian, who was 


employ'd in the Conqueſt of Judæa, ſent for his | 


Son Titus; and afterward left the Command of 
the Army to him, when he quitted it himſelf, to 
return to Rome, and take Poſſeſſion of the Em- 
pire, ſecured to him by Vittelius's Death. Titus 
acquitted himſelf in this Command, with all the 
Ability of an old and experienced General, and 
did the Office of a Soldier, as well as of a Com- 
mander. He took the City of Jeruſalem, after a 
long Siege; during which the Jews ſuffer d all 
the Calamities that it is poſſible for a People, 


forſaken of an angry God, to ſuffer; and the 


lick; thoſe who exerciſed it | 


(a) The Office of Military 
Tribune, or Tribune of the 
Forces, was very conſiderable 
in the Infancy of the Repub- 


having then a great Authority 


in the Armies: But under the 
Emperors, their Wings were 
very much clipt; for then they 
were little better than our 
Colonels. \ 
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Reſiſtance made by that unfortunate City, ſerv'd 


only to heighten the Glory of the (5) Conqueror. 
The Town was taken upon the 8th of September; 
a Day remarkable to Titus for another Reaſon, 
which was, the Birth of a Daughter Furnilla lay 
in of at Rome. She was named Julia Sabina ; but 
we ſhall find, that this young Princeſs did not 
inherit her Father's Vertues. Neither did Titus, 
while he commanded in Judæa, apply himſelf al- 
together to the Affairs of War; but as careful 
as he was of his Duty in that reſpect, tis cer- 
tain he did not neglect the Princeſs Berenice. 
This Lady was Siſter to King Agrippa; and her 
Charms appear'd ſo irreſiſtible to the Roman Ge- 
neral, that in the Tranſports of his Paſſion he 
romis'd to marry her. « 
After the Jewiſh Expedition , Titus return'd to 
Rome, cover'd with Laurels. Here he was receiv'd 
with great Demonſtrations of Joy, and had the 
Honour of a Triumph in Conjunction with his 
Father, amidſt the Applauſes and Aeclamations of 
the whole City, which beheld him with Admira- 
tion. But he ſoon effaced the advantageous Idea 
they had conceiv'd of him, by a very irregular 
Courſe of Life. He addicted himſelf to the Vi- 
left of Habits; paſs d entire Nights at Table 
with the Deboſhees of Rome; purſued the moſt 


infamous Pleaſures; and joining to all theſe Ex- 


ceſſes a barbarous Cruelty, he acquired to him- 
ſelf the Appellation of Nero the Second. 


(6b) Titus verify'd our Sa- 
viour's Prophecy of Feruſalem ; 
all the Miſeries he had denoun- 
ced againſt the Fews, now tall- 
mg heavily upon them. They 
ſuffer'd all ſorts of Calamities ; 
but above all, they were vi- 
lited with ſo dreadful a Fa- 
mine, that a Woman, to pre- 
vent Starving, had the barba- 
rous Courage, or rather Cru- 


was level'd with the very 
Ground ; ſo that one might 
drive a Cart over it. There 
periſh'd in the Siege, what. 
with the Sword, Famine, and 
Want, about eleven hundred 
thouſand Souls, beſide ninety 
thouſand Prifoners, who were 
carry'd to Rome, and employ'd 


elty, to kill ber ſucking Babe, 


ater. 


2 55 


and roaſt and eat it. The City 


in building the Amphithe- 
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His Amour with Berenice render'd him con- 
temptible to the laſt degree. People could not 
endure that he ſhould ſhew ſuch a violent Paſſion 
for that Foreigner, whom it was ſurmized he had 
Thoughts of raiſing to the Empire; and they 
attributed to his Jealouſy the Murder of Cecinna, 
a Gentleman that had been honour'd with the 
Conſular Dignity. Some indeed have urged, in 
Excuſe for what Titus did on this Occaſion, that 
he was under an abſolute Neceſſity of preventing 
the ill Deſigns of that ambitious Roman, who (they 
ſay) inftill'd Principles of Rebellion into the Sol- 
diery; and not only ſo, but there was found in 
his Pocket, an artful and ſeditions Speech of his 
own Compoſing, calculated to incite the Legions 
to revolt : But the more Refined treat this pre- 
tended Crime as an undoubted Forgery, trump'd 
up on purpoſe to authorize Cæcinna's Murder, which 
was in Truth the Effect of Titus's Jealouſy :; For, 
imagining that Berenice could not be altogether 
inſenſible with regard to a Man ſo deſperately 
enamour d of her, as Cecinna was; he reſolv'd to 
rid himſelf of that tormenting Rival: And he 
did it in a ſcandalous Manner for ſo great a 
Prince; the Fact being this: He invited him 
one Evening to Supper ; and, in Violation of the 
facred Laws of Hoſpitality, caus'd him to be mur- 
der'd in his own Palace, after he had taken Leave, 
and was juſt ſtepping out of the Parlour, to re- 
turn home, little ſuſpecting ſo foul a Treachery. 

It is natural to conceive, that Titus's Paſſion 
for Berenice being thus ardent, he could not have 
much Love left for his Wife Furnilla; but he was 
eaſily determin'd to repudiate her; and this Divorce 
confirm d the World in their Suſpicion, that he de- 
ſign ' d Berenice for the Throne of the Empire. Mon- 
ſtrous Innovation] which immediately turn'd all the 
Hearts of the People againſt him; their Abhorrence 
of Titus's Deſign bring now no leſs remarkable, 


c Rob i Ras % A hs. EL r BA. conn BY Bis. i. 


3 Is _ Mw cw 


%%% c OE. YI IR a: A 


than it had formerly been againſt Mark Anthony's, 
when he promis'd ClAparra the Empire. | 
Nevertheleſs, Titus ſoon put an End to all theſe 
evil Reports. No ſooner was he advanced to the 
Throne, upon his Father Yeſpafian's Death, but he 
ſhew'd himſelf quite another Man, and ſeem'd, 
with his Fortune and Condition, to have changed 
his Nature alfo, and Inclination. His Glory, and 
Reputation, and Study to pleaſe his People, were 


above all other Paſſions of his Soul; and the Day 


of Titus's Inauguration put a final Period to his 
Love for Berenice. That Prince, who in Contempt 
of the Laws had been her Slave, became now a 
Slave to the Laws he had deſpiſed, and Maſter to 
Berenice whom he had adored. He diſcarded 
this unhappy Queen, and obliged her to go and 
bury in Judæa thoſe potent Charms, to which he 
had ſurrender'd with ſo much Pleaſure, and ſo 
little Reſerve; and by this illuſtrious Sacrifice, 
which doubtleſs coſt him (c) very dear, convinced 
all Mankind, that he was Maſter of his Paſſions. 
Their Parting, however, was very moving : Be- 
renice reproach'd her Lover, in a Manner tender 


enough to pierce the moſt inſenſible Heart, She 


reminded him of all the kind things ſhe had done 
for him; how the Violence of her Love had prevail'd 
with her toleaveher Country, and traverſe fo many 
Provinces, to follow a Prince that was now going 


to abandon her. She inſiſted upon the Promifes 


he had ſo often made, not only to love her, but 
even to marry her, which he might perform as 
ſoon as he pleas d: And Titus, on his part, pro- 
teſted what Violence the rigorous Laws of the Em- 
pire did his Heart, in obliging him to baniſn 
from his Sight an Obje& fo dear to him. Be- 
renice ſet out, conſumed with Grief and Deſpair ; 
and return'd to the Eaft, to repent at leiſure the 


(c) Dimiſit invitus invitam. Sueton. in Tit. 
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fond Credulity, which had induced her to follow 
Titus to Rome, in hopes he would marry her; 
Love having deprived her of all Thoughts of 
her Reputation : To inſtruct, by her Miſery, 
thoſe of her Sex, how little they are to rely 
upon the deluding Promiſes made to them by the 
other Sex in the Height of Paſſion ; which they 


can violate with the ſame Eaſe that they make 


them. | . | | 
Titus now apply'd himſelf altogether to render 
the World as happy as he could. In his Con- 
duct ſhone out all the Vertues that go to the 
Accompliſhment of a great Prince; and he car- 
ry'd them to ſuch Perfection, that he was call'd 
the Love and Delight of Mankind, A Title much 
more glorious and deſirable, than all thoſe pom- 
pous Surnames, and fawning Encomiums, beſtow'd 
upon the diſſolute Emperors who reign'd before 
him, and deſerv'd rather the Appellation of 'Ty- 
rants, than Fathers of the People. „ 

But more particularly, Titus carry'd his Gene- 
roſity as high as any great Prince could do. He 
took Delight in granting Petitions, in making Pre- 
ſents, and doing Good-Offices; and was often 
heard to ſay, none who came to ſpeak with the Prince 
ought to go away diſſatisfy'd. His Hands were al- 
ways ready to diſtribute Favours; and he was 
of ſo great and liberal a Soul, that one Evening, 


calling to Mind that no body had been that day 


to ask a Favour of him, he expreſs'd his Con- 
cern to thoſe who were at Table with him, by 


ſaying, Ah, my Friends, this Day is Joſt to me ! Sen- 


timents truly worthy of a great Emperor, and ſo 
well comprized in a few Words, that all Hiſto- 


rians have done their Endeavour to immortalize 


them. And as for Titus's Magnificence, it ap- 
pear'd very conſpicuouſly in the many Repara- 
tions made at his Expence, and by his Order, at 

| | | , Rome; 


5 
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Rome; particularly in that ſtately (d) Amphi- 
theater, begun by his Father, and finiſh'd in this 
Emperor's Reign. A Work, which attracts the 
Curioſity, and raiſes the Admiration of Travel- 
lers, to this day. | | 
A Prince of this Character ſeem'd to merit 
long Life, tho' his was not ſo. He died ſoon after 
having enter'd upon the Third Year of his Em- 
pire; and it was believ'd, with a great deal of 
Reaſon, not without Treachery on the part of 


* 


his Brother Domitian, who ſucceeded him. 


the lineſt Piece of Workman- 


(d) This Amphitheater was f tire. Martial has made the 


ip in Rome, wheu it was en- 


Elogium of it in the following 
Diſtich: 


Omnis Ceſareo cedat labor Amphitheatro, 
Unum pre cunctis fama loquatur opus. 


In the middle of this Amphi 
cheater, was placed a large 
Statue of Nero, call'd Nero's 
Coloſſus, and the Place, from it, 
Coliſeum. It was in this Am- 
phitheater, that they took the 
cruel Diverſion of ſeeing Men 
fight with Beaſts. Here alſo 
S. Ignatius, Biſhop of Antioch, 
was expoſed to the Lions, in 
whoſe Teeth he begg' d of God 


make Bread, as he call'd it, fit to 
be offer d up to him. And man 

more Martyrs ſhed their Blood, | 
for Chriſt's ſake, in the ſame 
Place, which now lies halt- 
ruin d, tho' tis ſtill ſufficient 
to give the Curious a vaſt Idea 
of the Roman Magnificence, 
At the Entrance intò this The- 
ater, on the ſide of Conſtan- 
tines Triumphal Arch, there 


that he might be ground, to | 


is this deyout Inſcription ; 


Amphitheatrum Flavinm : 
Non tam opere, more & artificio, ac veterum 
| Speftaculorum memoria, 

Ouam ſacro innumerabilium Martyrum 

Cruore illuſtre, 
Venerabundus hoſpes ingredere; 

Et, in auguſto matnitudinis Romwane Monumento, 
Execrata Cæſarum ſevitia, 
Heroes fortitudinis Chriſtiane 

FSiuſpice & exora. .. | 
And on the other ſide, is another Inſcription in theſe Words: 


Amphitheatrum hoc, vulgo 
Coloſſeum, 
Ob Neronis Colaſſum illi 
Appoſittum, © 
Verum ob innumerabilium SS. Martyrum 
In eo cruciatorum memoriam, 
TCrucis trophæum. 
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DOMITIA LONGINA 
CONSORT 

oxy * 
DOMITIAN 


Tx; fy EAUTY and Vertue do not always 
go hand in hand. On the contrary, 
7 Ne it has been long ſince remark'd, that 
7 N they are ſeldom found together. 
ww aww Strength of Conſtitution frequently 
triumphs over the Charms of. Vertue ; and Do- 
meſtick Examples of Modeſty, and Prudence, and 
Reſerve, many times prove þut weak Defences 
againſt the Batteries of depraved Nature. We 
have ſeen to what abominable Vices Julia, Poppæa, 
and ſome others, proſtituted their Charms: It 
remains for us now to examine what Uſe Do- 
mitia made of hers.' | 
She was Daughter to Domitius Corbulo, one of 
the greateſt Men that Rome ever bred. His Civil 
and Military Vertues equaF'd the moſt celebrated 
Captains, and the moſt conſummate Politicians 
of Old Rome. His Honeſty was above Corrup- 
tion; ſo that, in Employs, he ſought only the 
Glory of diſcharging them well. Wiſe in his 
Projects, fearleſs of Danger, and impenetrable 
; iN 
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in his Deſigns; he was almoſt ſure of Succeſs in 


his Undertakings, which was hardly at any time 
the Effect of Chance. He had a Preſence of Mind 
capable of finding Refources in all Events, how- 
ever unexpected ; and by his perfect Experience 
in the Art of War, he knew how to turn every 
thing to his Advantage. Hence he would often 


ſay, that an Enemy muſt be conquer d with an * Frontin. 
(a) Axe; meaning, with all kinds of Inſtruments Yratager.* 
and continual Labour. He was a Man of ſuch 4 7. 


an inviolable Fidelity, even with regard to his 
Enemies and thoſe of the Empire, that he was 
belov'd by the very Barbarians to whom he was 


a Terrour. In a word, he was ſo highly f eſteem'd . -,.., 

for his Integrity, his Capacity, his Victories, and Aunal. 15. 
his Triumphs, that he was more than once thought «ap: 17. 
worthy of the Empire. 


Domitia Longina was, notwithſtanding, more 
admired for her own Charms, than for all her 
Father's Merit. She out-ſhone, in this Reſpect, 
all the Roman Belles, She was in the Bloom of 


| Youth ; a proper Age to attract Admirers: Nei- 
ther did ſhe- want thoſe of the firſt Rank. Every 


Man of Merit or Diſtinction courted her Alli- 
ance; and /Elius Lamia, of the ancient and illu- 
ſtrious Family of the Lamiæ, thought it an Ho- 
nour to make her his Wife. 2D 

That Senator, who by a fabulous Genealogy 


derived his Origine from the immortal Gods; 


namely, from Lamus the Son of (b) Neptune, had 
all the Merit that could be wiſh'd, and was ca- 
pable of fixing any Heart, excepting that of Lon- 
gina, But this Roman Lady had too much of the 
Coquet, to reftrain her Inclination within the 


(a) Domitius Corbulo, Dola- of the City of Formiæ; and 
bra, id eft, operibus hoſtem vin -· the Autonines, who govern'd 
cendum eſſe dicebat. Frontin. the Roman Empire, boaſted 

(b) The Lamia aſſerted their | that they ſprung from them. 
Deſcent from Lamus, Founder | Be that as it will, the Family 

Z 4 Bounds 


1 Dio, 
libs 67. 
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| Bounds of Conjugal Duty. In loſing her Father, 


whom Nero, that Enemy to Vertue, ſacrificed to 
his brutiſh Fury; ſhe loſt all Remembrance of 
thoſe Examples of Vertue, which he ſo often 
gave her; and her Ambition falling in with her 


Taſte of Gallantry, ſhe became, tho Daughter 


to the Wiſeſt Man in Rome, one of the lewdeſt 
and moſt notorious Curtezans there. 

Domitian, the Emperor Hſpaſian s younger Sap, 
was the firſt Man, that by his Addreſſes rais d 
Suſpicions little favourable to her Reputation. 
The Vertue of a Lady, who receiv'd, with the 
utmoſt Complaiſance, the Viſits of a Prince which 
could not but make a great Noiſe at Rome, was 
reckon d juſtly liable to be call'd in queſtion ; 
and it was generally believ'd, Domitia would not 
be able to hold out long againſt the eager Pur- 
ſuits of a Lover, whoſe Paſſion might ſerve to 


advance her Fortune. , Lamia, the Perſon chiefly 


concern'd, made theſe Reflexions himſelf, and 


thereupon took ſome Alarm, which was ſoon 


after juftify'd. f Scarce was Domitian proclaim'd 
Emperor, but, abuſing the Authority he was in- 
veſted with, by virtue of this new Dignity, he 
like a Brute robb'd Alius of his Wife Domitia 


Seton. Lungina, whom he || marry'd with all the Speed 


cap. 1. in 


Domit. 


he could, and preſently after gave her the Title 
of Auguſta. Leſs Religious, no doubt, and leſs 


Gallant than Auguſtus, who would not marry Li- 


of the Lamiæ was very anci- I honourably of it, in an Ode 
ent at Rome in Auguſtuss | inſcribed to Alius Lamia. 
Reign. Horace ſpeaks very | q 
Ali, vetuſto nobilis ab Lamo, 
(Quando & pricres hinc Lamia feruni 
Denominatos, & nepotun | 
Per memeres genus omne faſtos) 
Auctore ab illo ducis originom, 
Qui Formiarum mœnia dicitur 
Princeps, & innantem Maricæ 
Littoribus tenuiſſe Lirin, 
Late Tyrannus. . Hor. Od. 17. lib. 3. 


via, 


FH 7 ww HU o.. 


( 
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via, till he had conſulted the Gods and their Pon- 
tiffs, and made a Compliment to Tiberius Nero, the 
Lady's Husband. | 

'The furious Flames, which ariſe from a Cri- 
minal Fire, ſeldom proving of long Duration ; 
it was reaſonable to think, Domitian would quench 
his in the Variety he was now become Maſter of ; 
and that he would quickly diſreliſn a Woman, 
whoſe Fidelity he had ſo eaſily ſurprized. Be- 
ſide, Reaſons of State ſhould have induced him 


to ſhake off his Paſſion for Longina. The Em- Seton. 


ror Titus, his Brother, offer'd him his Daugh- 2, be 


ter Julia Sabina, whoſe Charms might have vy'd 
with thoſe of Corbulo's Daughter ; neither was 


' ſhe much unlike her in point of Gallantry : But 


as Love is ſeldom known to purſue the Maxims 
of Policy, Domitian was too amorous to ſacrifice 
his Paſſion to his Fortune. New Chains tied him 


down to Longina ; for he had a f Daughter by f Szetos. 
her, which ſerv'd as the Pledge of their Love. En 
Wherefore, turning a deaf Ear to all the Reaſons ** 


they could urge, he abſolutely refuſed the Offer 
his Brother made him, and with Indifference ſaw 
Titus marry his Daughter Julia to her Couſin- 
German Sabinus, tho' her Portion was no leſs 


than the Proſpe& of Empire. 


It was impoſſible for Domitian to give Longina 
a more glaring or ſubſtantial Proof of the Vio- 
lence of his Paſſion. He refuſed, for her ſake, 
one of the lovely | Perſons in Rome, and riſqued 
the Loſs of the fineſt Fortune in the World. So 
great a Sacrifice look'd like the Earneſt of an 
eternal Love, and ſeem'd to warrant that Prince's 
Heart to Domitia for ever. If any thing could 
rob her of it, one would think it ſhould be the 
Match propoſed to him, wherein his Fortune was 
ſo very much concern'd. But the faireft Tokens 
that inordinate Love can give of long Duration, 
are many times the Fore-runners of its approach- 


ing 
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ing Flight; and that, which to Appearance ſhould 


® Seton. 
in Domit. 
| cap. 22 


make Love as laſting as Life, is often found to 


put a fatal Period to it. No ſooner was Julia 


marry'd to Sabinus, but Domitian unaccountably 


falls in Love with her: And the Princeſs, who was 
ſo indifferent to him when there was no Objection 
to his loving her, now tranſports him when he 
cannot love her without a Crime. Wretched 
Depravity of Human Nature! which hardly ever 
paſſionately deſires any thing but what it is for- 


5 bid to deſire. 


I Sueton. 
in Domit. 
cap. 22. 


That which contributed very much to enflame 
Domitian's Paſſion, was the tender Returns he 
met with from Julia, notwithſtanding the Con- 
tempt he had put upon her. That Princeſs, who 
had not the Reputation of being Cruel, thought 
Domitian made her ample Amends for his former 
Indifference, by declaring his Repentance of it. 
She took him at his Word, and yielded him her 
entire Affection. Their Paſſion degenerated into 
Lewdneſs; and, abuſing the Liberty of meeting 
as often as they would, which Proximity of Blood 
entitled them to, Sabina ſhamefully proſtituted 
herſelf to the Man that had before diſdain'd her, 
and gave a manifeſt Proof that inordinate Love 
is not bound by any Rules of Delicacy. 

Their Intrigue grew moſt notorious after Ti- 


tus's Death. f Conſtraint and Decency were bu- 


ry'd with that Emperor; and our Lovers having 


now nothing to fear, purſued without Reſerve 
the Dictares of their infamous Paſſion. Only one 


thing occurr'd, that ſeem'd to interrupt their Bru- 


tal Felicity. Sabinus was Julia's Husband ; and 


Domitian grew intolerably jealous of him; as if 
he had the only Right to claim that, which Sa- 
bina could not grant him without a Crime. He 
had nothing to do therefore, but to xemove this 


Mean 


Obſtacle, 
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Mean while, Longina was not inſenſible of Do- 
mitians Change; but inſtead of complaining, . 
ſhe view'd his Inconſtancy with the utmoſt Indif- 
ference. She reflected, that what her Husband 
did, was perhaps to revenge himſelf of her Infi- 
delity toward him ; and, as if ſhe would regulate 
her Actions by thoſe of the Emperor, his Amour 
was no ſooner publick, than ſhe became a common 
Proſtitute. ww which is worſe, ſhe had the vile 
and audacious Impudence to * traffick indiſcri- * Sueton. 
minately with the moſt Deſpicable of Men; and * Pomit. 
Paris the Comedian, of whom ſhe was mightily 457. P58. 
enamour'd, was the Favourite Gallant, to whom in Domit. 
ſhe ſurrender'd without Diſcretion or Reſerve. " 
Domitian did not much concern himſelf about 
his Wife's Incontinence ; but purſuing cloſely his 
Amour with his Niece, f was with Difficulty per- f Szeton. 
ſuaded to divorce Longina, at the Requeſt of the _ mo 
Senator Urſus, after he had got Paris murder d Xipbilin. 
in the open Street: And this was all the Puniſh- in Domit. 
ment he inflicted on her. Happy! had he fol- 
low'd the Advice of thoſe, who were for putting 
an End to her Crimes and her Life together ; 
and uſed her with that juſt Severity, which he 
cruelly exerciſed againſt the innocent Sabinus, 
whom he-put to Death upon forged and trifling 
Pretences, to cover his Deſign of enjoying Julia 
without a Rival. But it was not long, before he 
had Occaſion to repent both the one and the 
other. Domitia diſhonour'd him by her infamous 
Proſtitutions; and the Death of Sabinus, who 
gave him ſo much Uneaſineſs, that he thought 
nothing but his Death could ſecure to him the 
full Enjoyment of Julia, was on the contrary the 
Cauſe of that inceſtuous Princeſs's unhappy Fate. 
For, the Emperor was no ſooner got rid of the 
Man he had look'd upon as the fatal Obſtacle || Sratos. 
to his Pleaſures, but he || abandon'd himſelf en- " _— 
tirely to his furious Paſſion for Sabina ; and ſhe, Nihil. 
| | without in Domit. 
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without Senſe of Shame, comporting herſelf to- 


ward her Uncle with the ſame Liberty ſhe would 


* Dio, 
lib. 67- 


7 Sueton. 
#n Domit- 
Cap. 22. 


Dio, J. 16. 


Plinius, 


Epiſt. 11. 


vhich they dare to loſe before God. 


have done toward a Husband, the Conſequence 
of their too great Familiarity was, ſne proved 
wich (c) Child. | Th 


Then it was, that they firſt perceiv'd the Ne- 


ceſſity of Sabinus, whom they had inconſiderately 
put to Death, to skreen their deteſtable Com- 
merce. They bluſh'd to think that all the City 
would ſee the ſcandalous Fruit of their inceſtuous 
Embraces, and the whole Empire ring of an Uncle's 
brutiſnly debauching his Niece. So true it is, 


that Vice is aſhamed to ſhew its Head, even there 


where the Author of it can committ it with Im- 
puny. Domitian, therefore, determining within 

imſelf, to conceal from the Publick the Know- 
ledge of a Crime, which was ready to burſt forth, 
and ſpread itſelf upon Sabina's Pregnancy, had 
recourſe to another Crime. * He gave her a 
Draught to cauſe Abortion; and we read in 
Hiſtory, that this was not the firſt time ſhe made 


ule of that woful Expedient. But the Effect of 


this murderous Infuſion was ſtronger than they 
deſign d. f Sabina, who intended to deſtroy only 
the Fruit of her Amours by that Liquor, drank 
her own Death in the ſame; and warn'd, by a 
juſt Judgment, thoſe who incurr the ſame dread- 
ful Guilt, for human Conſiderations not ſtrong 
enough to ſtop the Fury of their Paſſions, that 
they many times meet with the End and Puniſh- 
ment of their Crimes in thoſe dangerous Potions 
they ſwallow, to ſalve a Reputation before Man, 


7 


(e) Philoſtratus pretends, very glad of a Son by a lawful 
thatDomitian ſolemnly marry'd Wite, make uſe of the barba- 
Julia Sabina: But were this | rous Extremity to oblige that 
true, why ſhould that Empe- | Princeſs to deſtroy what the 
ror, who would have been | had actually conceiv'd ? 


Sabing's 


8 


Je 


I 
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Sabina's Death reſtored Domitia to Favour. 'The 
Emperor, whoſe Love for this Woman had more 
properly lain dormant, than extingurſh'd, recall'd 
her under pretence that the People deſired it as 


a Favour of him, and ridiculouſly gave out * Seton. 
that ſhe was call'd by them to his ſacred Bed. ia Domit. 
Blind and inconſtant Prince! not conſidering ©? 73: 


that the ſame juſt Reaſons he had to divorce 
her, ftill ſubſiſted in as great Vigour as ever. 
This Conduct gave Birth to innumerable Satyrs 
and Lampoons ; wherein the Authors charged Do- 
mitian with betraying a wretched Weakneſs in re- 
calling Longina, or elſe with having been too haſty 
in repudiating her. Thus he became a mere Fa- 
ble, and the Jeſt of all Converſation. But theſe 
Satyrs, and theſe Burleſques, coſt ſome of their 
Authors very dear. Subjects are to bewail in 


Silence the Failings of their Prince, if they have 


a mind to avoid Trouble: Not to cenſure their 
Actions with their temerarious Remarks, which 
always expoſe them to the worſt of Dangers. 
Helvidius loſt his Life, for writing a few Verſes ; 


+ Sabin 


wherein, under the Perſons of Paris and Anone, in Pomit. 


he attack d the Emperor for divorcing Domitia. 


Lamia paid the Price of his Blood for a poi- 


gnant Rallery, which he ſeem'd entitled to in Right 
of his Wife: And in ſhort, as many as had made 
bold to reprehend that Tyrant's Conduct, were 
made to feel the Effects of his Cruelty; for their 
Satyrs ſtung him the more vehemently, becauſe 
he knew they were too well grounded. & They 

ut him in mind of Longina's abominable Vices : 

hey made him recolle& her ſcandalous Lewd- 
neſs with Players, Buftoons, and every thing that 
was Mean, and Pitiful, and Deſpicable in Rome 
He was ever revolving in his Thoughts her 
ſhameful Adultery with Paris the Comedian , 
whoſe Crime was ſufficiently publiſh'd to the 


him 


World, by the publick Puniſhment inflicted on 


(Aur Viet. 


„ Domit. 
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him for it. And in theſe melancholy Reflexions, | 


which rouzed his Anger in proportion as the 
cover'd his Face with Shame and Confuſion, he 
* Sueton- breathed nothing but Rage and Fury. One of 
in Dont Payis's Scholars was executed for no other Reaſon, 
> but becauſe he reſembled his Mafter in the Face. 
Hermogenes, a Native of Tarſus, hade the ſame 
Fate, for being too free in ſome Expreſſions, in 
the Hiftory he compiled: And in a word, not 
knowing, at laſt, whom to exereiſe his Malice 
upon, he revenged himſelf upon all, without Di- 
ſtinction, that his Cruelty ſuggeſted to him, with- 
out Regard to Vertue, Kindred, Age, or Inno- 
cence. Glabrio, a Perſon who had been honour'd 
with the Conſulate, and was thought to have 
imbibed the Principles of our Religion, fell a 
+ Sneton. Victim to his Rage: f Flavius Clemens, his Cou- 
in Domit. ſin-German, was murder'd by his particular Or- 
cab. 15- der: His Wife Domitia was baniſh'd to the Iſland 


5 Baron. of Pandateria; and & Flavia Domitilla, Couſin to 


| — N that barbarous Prince, being baniſh'd to the Iſle 


of Pontia, receiv'd there the Crown of Martyr- 
dom: A Virgin much more illuſtrious for the 
Honour ſhe had, of dying for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Faith ſhe had embraced ; than for 


the Relation ſhe bore to that unworthy Emperor. 


The diſmal Fate of Paris the Comedian, and all 
the other bloody Executions ſubſequent to it, 
one would have thought ſufficient to put Domi- 
tia upon her Guard: But far from learning Wiſ- 
dom by thefe Examples, ſhe ſtill ran Riot into 
freſh Diſorders. The Impunity of her paſt Crimes 

embolden'd her to the Commiſſion of new; for 
ſhe imagined, that her Debaucheries, which ſhe 
had carry d to the higheſt Exceſſes, were forgot- 
ten, becauſe they were not puniſh'd ; ſo that ſhe 
had nothing now to fear.- And in this fatal 
Confidence, not content 'with abandoning herſelf 
to the moſt monſtrous Vices in Nature, ſhe took 


new 
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new Pride, and glory d in her Shame, boaſting 
publickly of her abominable Lewdneſs. So true 
it is, that Corruption gathers Strength from Im- 
punity. EOS | 
It is ſurprizing, that an Empreſs of this black 
and infamous Character, ſhould meet with Pane- 
gyrifts: And yet Joſephus, that celebrated Hiſto- 
rian, and in other reſpe&s a very honeſt Man, 
ſpeaks of her as a Princeſs of the ſtricteſt Vertue. 
A partial Encomi um no doubt, which the illuftri- 
ous Jew thought himſelf obliged to give of Dc- 
mitia, in Gratitude for the many Favours he had 
receiv'd at her Hands, who always honour'd him 
with her Protection. But Procopius out-does the 
Jewiſh Hiſtorian, and ſays, Domitia was a Princeſs 
endow'd with all the Vertues and good Qualities; 
and, by Praiſes thus undeſeryedly beſtow'd, evin- 
ces, that Vice has not always wanted Approbation. 
Domitian, who knew his Wife as well as any 
body, had not an Opinion ſo much to her Advan- 
tage. He was well acquainted with her diſſolute 
Way of Living ; and concluded, that after having 
gone thro' ſuch a publick Courſe of Libertiniſm, 
ſhe would not ſtick at any Crime of what Nature 
ſoever. Wherefore, he reſolv'd to give her the 
juſt Reward of her Crimes, by putting her to 
Death. The Day of her Execution was to be a 
fatal Day alſo for ſeveral other Perſons ; for the 
Emperor having conceiv'd a Jealouſy of certain 
of his Courtiers, was determin'd to cure it at 
once at the Expence of their Lives; and in this 
Deſign, he ſet down a Lift of their Names, whom 
he intended to facrifice to his Quiet, or his Fury. 
Domitia, his Conſort, appear'd in the Front of this 
Liſt. Petronius Secundus ; Parthenius, his Great 
Chamberlain; Norbanus, and ſeveral others, were 
of the Number proſcribed ; and certainly-their 
Lives had been very ſhort, had not Chance come 
in to their Relief. 4 


* Dio, 
lib. 68. 

Aur. Vie. 

in Domit. 


352 


as not to allow of Conſideration. 


Diomitia LoncitNna, 
A little Boy that Domitian kept for his Diver- 


ſion, (for he delighted to hear him prattle) going 


one day into that Prince's Chamber while he was 
aſleep, took from under his Bolſter, a Piece of Pa- 


per, and began to play with it. * Domitia meet- 


ing him, was for diverting herſelf a little; and 
being curious to fee what Paper he had, took it 
from him, open'd it, and read it. But how was ſhe 
ſurprized, to find her Name at the Head of thoſe 
ho had but a Day to live! Being, however, in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Paper of that Importance, ſne immedi- 
ately ſent for the Perſons equally concern'd: with 
herſelf ro prevent their Fate, told them the Danger 
they were in, and, to convince them of the Truth of 
what ſhe ſaid, ſhew'd them the Paper, that fatal De- 
politary of the Emperor's cruel Intention. 

The Danger was preſſing; the Time fo ſhort, 
They inſtantly 
agreed, therefore, to be before-hand with Domitian, 
by diſpatching the Tyrant who would otherwiſe 


diſpatch them. It was done: And Domitian was 
murder d in his Chamber; to inſtruct ſanguinary - 


Princes, that a fatal End is ordinarily the Reward 
of their (d) Cruelties. 8 | 

Hiſtory does not give us any farther Light into 
the Affairs of Domitia; but by what we have al- 
ready ſeen, we may conjecture, without wronging 
her Memory, that ſhe paſs'd the reſt of her Life 
in the ſame diſſolute Way: For, ſince the Dread 
of Puniſhment, join'd with her Husband's Preſence, 
could not put a Stop to her vicious Courſes ; we 
cannot {ſuppoſe ſhe behaved with Diſcretion un- 


der the Government of Nerva and Trajan, who 
exerciſed Cruelty only toward the Chriſtians. 


„ . 


(d) At the very Inſtant that 
Domitian was allaſlinared at 
Rome, the News was told at 
Epheſus: For, Apollonius, the 
famous Magician of Tyana, be- 
ing then in the middle of an 
Harangue to the People of E- 


|-pheſus, ſtopt ſhort, and cry'd 


out, Smite the Tyrant,Smite the 
Tyrant! and declared to his 
Auditors, that they were that 
Moment difpatching the Em- 
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NB. Where the Letter N. ftands before 
the Figure, you muſt look ack 255 Paſ- 


ſage in the Note. 
0 7G 
A. 
| DE; CTE, a Slave made Free, Nero is ena- f 
-mour'd of her Pag. 211, 237 
She aſpires at the Throne 239 
. Mero reſolves to marry her 241 
| He trumps up a fabulous Genealogy in her 
Y Favour 243" 
Is diſguſted with her 245, 268 1 
. Epi ESs, Their Office N. 102 
) AGRIPPA, (Grand-Son to nn his Ex- 
traction "3 0 
1 He is adopted by Auguſtus ibid, 
F His Character 197 
. Livia renders him ſuſpeted © ibid. 
a He is baniſh'd to Planaf a 3 ibid. 
1 Viſited by Auguſtus BY 78 
Murder'd $1 


* AGRIP- 


-4dÞDBX:-- 


AGRIPPA, Akif, 8 Paste, ts: Cie 


- _ Yacter 109 
He 4s ſent by wat to attend Marcellus 8 
Nuptials 5 


| "IT Magnificence 


He builds the Pantheon 2 
N gives him his Gold Ring, which cre- 
ates a Miſunderftanding between him and 
Marcellus 5 101 
"He divorces Marcella, and marries Julia 110 
By whom he has Caizs Caſar, Lucius Caſar, &c. ibid. 


AGRIPPINA, Wite to Germanicus, her Ex- 


traction 86, 110 
Her Vertues and excetient Qualities 86 
She marries Germanicus 7 
Is bated by Livia ibid. 


Brings to Rome the Aſhes of her Spouſe 88 
— the Senate to revenge his Death 89 


AGRIPPIN A, Conſort to ee born 182 


Her Character 183 
Marries Domitins nuobarbus 184 
Lies in of Nero at Autium 185 
Her Intrigues laid open, and ſne baniſh” d 186 
Recall'd by Claudius 5 
She lays Baits for his Love 137 


Her Ambition prompts her to marry. Calla 


187, 301 


85 W ho does not nike her ſuitable Returns 187 


EG: OY +4 


© She is rally'd upon it, a pleaſant Scene 303 
Marries Criſpus, and gets rid of him 188 


Her Grandeur alarms " Meſſalina 8 189 
Pallas perſuades Claudius to marry her 191 
An Obſtacle removed by the Senate 192 
She marries Claudius | ibid, 


-- Commences her Reignwith a popular Action ibid. 
Her Authority and Independence 2701 
5 The Difference between her Character 4 


Meſſalina's Ns.” e 
A Preſage concerning Nerds me | 195 
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INDEX. 


Satisfies her Avarice and Reyenge 195 


Her Favour toward Vitellius WA. 
She gets her Son adopted, in prejudice to Bri- 

tannicus OD 1 198 
Is honour'd with the Title of Auguſta ibid. 


Her boundleſs Ambition 199 
And abſolute Power . 
Magnificent Preſents made her ibid. 


She procures ſeveral Dignities for her Son be- 
fore he is at Age : ene 
Removes thoſe who oppoſe her Deſigns 202 


Hates Narciſſus = 203 
A favourable Opportunity 204 
She accuſes him of Covetouſneſs ibid. 
Sacrifices Nero's Aunt Domitia 206 
Poiſons the Emperor Claudius ee 
Keeps his Death ſecret, and takes Meaſures to 
advance Nero to the 'Throne | 208 
Gluts her Revenge we ary” ibid. 
Gets Narciſſus impriſon'd 209 
Is check'd in her Deſigns „ 
Her Son takes all Opportunities to mortify 
8 | 212 
She upbraids Nero with his Paſſion for Ae ibid. 
'They are reconciled | Ig bid. 
And fall out again | 213 
She threatens her Son ibid. 
Her Surprize upon the Death of Britannicus 215 
She endeavours to form a Party ibid. 
Is deveſted of all her Honours jülbid. 
And ſent out of Town Ibid. 
Inſulted in her Retirement 216 
And charged with Treaſon 217 
Juſtifies bherſeililf 25 219 
Her Accuſers puniſn d ibid. 
Methods ſhe uſed to regain Nero + 2.40 
Her well-grounded Suſpicion | . 


Is warn'd of a Deſign againſt her Life 222 


Is reconciled with her Son 7 ,..283 
| Aa 2 A Di- 


They refuſe him the Confulate, but Cicero 
procures it him ts 


r 


A Diverſion contrived to take away her Life 


| . | 223 
She is warn of this Deſign alſo SG 
Is deceiv'd by outward Shews of Friendſhip ibid. 
Truſts herſelf with her Aſſaſſin ibid. 
But is ſaved by a ſort of Miracle 226 
Her Reflexions upon it ibid. 
Sends a Servant to Nero e 
Between whoſe Feet a Dagger is dropt 227 
Her cruel Agitations 228 
Her laſt Words, and Death | 229 


AMPHITHEATER, a Deſcription of it MN. 341 


ANnT1vum, the Hiſtory of it N. 185 


ANTONIA, Wite to Druſus, her Extraction. 74 


Her Vertues, and ftri&t Union with her Huſ- 


band ibid. 
Her Retirement and innocent Diverſion after 
1 | "os 
An extraordinary Remark of her ibid. 
AUGUSTUS, his Perſon and Parts deſcribed 
3 "1 | 49, 50 

His. Character - 80, 93 


He reſolves to revenge” J. Cæſars Death 32 


At his Requeſt, the Government of Ciſalpine 


Saul is conferr'd upon Mark Anthony 33 
Who accuſes him to the Senate 24 
He breaks 'all Correſpondence with Anthony, 


and reſolves to ruin his Party I bid. 
Strikes in with Brutus, and adviſes him not to 
quit his Government ibid. 
Sends him Supplies to Moden ibid. 


Fights M. Anthony before Modena „ 
Is ſuſpected of the Deaths of Hirtins and 
Puanſa N r W.. 
Pompey's Party rob him of a Triumph 37 
For which he reſolves to be revenged on the 
Senate ibid. 
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INDEX. 

Lepidus perſuades him to make Peace with M. 

Anthony, and them Three to join 2037 

They A and form the famous Triumvirate 38 
See Triumvirate. 

He marries Codia Anthony 'sDaughter-in-Law 39 

Is forced to give up Cicero to Anthony s Reſent- 


ment D 2181 
Returns to Rome [ 43 
Cauſe of their Difference zbid, 

Fulvia, M. Anthony's Wife, attempts to gain 

Auguſtus s Affection . 44 

He affronts her | 45 


Divorces Clodia, and marries Scribonia ibid. 


By whom he has a Daughter named Julia 95 
His Care of her Education ibid. 
His Concern at her vicious Courſes 17% 
He puniſhes Julia's Paramours 119 
And herſelf, by baniſhing her to Pandateria 120 
Swears ſhe ſhould never be recall'd 122 
But removes her to Reggio AIhbid. 
Diſtributes Rewards among the Legions, the 
Ground of a War 45 
Raiſes Troops, and ftrikes Terror throughout 
Tealy 46 
Upon "Fulvie s Death, makes Peace with M. An- 
thony 47, N. 47 
Becomes ſenſible of Livia's Charms 48 
Is liſten'd to by her | -* 49 


Divorces Scribonia 


And deſires Nero to yield him Livia , ibid. 


A Scruple in the way of their Marriage ibid. 


He marries her ibid. 
Declares War againſt Pompey 

His Navy twice defeated - ibid. 
Several Accidents attend this War ibid. 


His complete Victory over Pompey, and Agrippa's 


fine Conduct 54 


Revenges himſelf upon Pompey 8 Party 1244 | 
N the Honours offer d him by the Senate 5 5 
| Aaz3 Fights 
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INDEX. 


Fights and defeats M. Anthony ' 355 
Honours paid him after this Battle 56 
His abſolute. Power 57 

Pardons Herod King of Judæa, and honours 
him with his Friendſhip Foo: 59 

- Marks of his Efteem for Livia 80 

His Revenge upon Pollo N. 61 


His Concern for Marcelluss Death 66, 103 
- -Cinma's Conſpiracy diſcover'd by one of the 
_ Plotters bd | 66 
Auguſtus is for making Examples of the Con- 
ſpirators 67 
But is diſſuaded from it by Livia 71 
Pardons Cinna, and appoints him Conſul ibid. 
This Clemency gains him the Hearts of the 


Romans ibid. 
His Concern upon the Death of Druſus 74 
He leaves all Affairs to Livia ntl 75 
Adopts Caius and Lucius, and aſterward Agrippa 
and Tiberius . a 476 
Baniſnes Agrippa to Planaſia 77 
His Remorſe upon this Occaſion ibid. 
Viſits Agrippa in his Exile Wo) 78 
Livia complains of it e "8Opt; 
Hie reſents Maximus s Diſcovery of it 99 
Ne is poiſon'd 80 
His laſt Words | ibid. 
Livia procures all the Honours to be paid to 
his Memory | | ibid. 
His Will ae & 81 
Barns Cold, how they came in Vogue N. 101 
BEAR D, The Ceremony in Uſe among the Ro- 
mans the firſt time of Shaving N. 49 
Barz; A Deſcription of that Port N. 223 
BERENICE, Tu is enamour'd of her 337 
Ibeir Amour cauſes Uneaſineſs at Rowe 338 
Fitus ſends her away 5 
„ 


Their 


INDEX. 


Their Parting ee 
BONA DEA, why ſo call d by N 7 
Her true Name ibid. 
A yearly Sacrifice to her i 
BRITANNICUS, His Birth | 53 
Nero's Preferment makes the Officers oy Bri- 
tanmicus 202 
Asgrippina's ſeign* d c of him 288 
Nero retolves to put him to Death een 
Ale is poiſon'd I bid. 
ERU TUI. (Junius) his Birth | N. 25 


He and Calſius conſpire A ln 9 Cæſar 23 
The Republick's Veneration for Brutus 32 
His Love for his Country, and Inhumanity to- 


ward his two Sons N. 56, 57 
Has the Honour of a Triumph 104437 
Is attack d by the Trium vir: 432 
His Defeat and Death ibid. 

BRU'TUS, (Decimu#) determines 9. Caſar to go to 

the Senate 24 
Stops Mark Anthony at the Door 1129 


| His Government of Ciſalpine Gaul is given to 
Mar Anthony 
Auguſtus adviſes him not to quit, and ſends him 


Succours 5 | | N 34 
CESONIA, Wife coCaligul, Wr Ene 142 
Fer Character ibid. 
Marries Caligula | by ibid. 
Lies in of a Daughter 143 
Is honour'd with the Title of Auguſta ibid. 
Conſecrated a Prieſteſs 146 
Her Grief upon the Emperor's Death 149 
Her Death 150 
CAIUS, (Caligula) His Birth N. 123 
Deſcent 123 
Why ſurnamed Caligula | ibid. 
* Character 2 FFT 


F of x 0 Marries 


INDEX. 


Marries Junia Claudia, who dies 124 
Makes Promiſes to Ennia, and partakes of her 
Favours 125 
Sacrifices her and her Husband Macro 127 
Mounts the Throne with Applauſe ibid. 
The Senate decrees him the Empire 128 
Happy Commencement of his Reign 128, 129 
Sad Continuation of it 130 
Carries off Oreſtilla, marries, divorces, and * 
niſnes her 33 
Marries Lollia Paulina, and divorces her 136 
Marries Caſonia _ 142 
- His Whimſies upon her ſcore 143 
Cauſes a Temple to be erected to him 146 
His Cruelties 9923147 
Loſes his Life by a Conſpiracy I 


49 
CALLIDIANUS, (Livius Druſus) His Deſcent 28 
Reaſons why he Join d the Party of Brutus and 


| us 6 - 1.243; 43 
His Death 43 
CALLISTUS, (the Free: Man) his Office under 
Claudius 189 


His Character and Extraction N. 189, 190 
Propoſes Lollia to Claudius for a Wife 191 


Reaſons for ſo doing 138 
CALPURNIA, Her Deſcent 18, N. 26, 27 

Her Character and rare Endowments BE 
- | Marnies J. Cæſar | 7 
' Receives Honours from the Senate 21 
Her Preſages of Caſar's Fate 23 
Prays him not to go to the Senate ibid. 
Her Sorrow upon his Death 126 _ 


_  Glaring Proofs of her Eſteem for him ibid. 
She bids Adieu to Pleaſures, and retires to M. 


Anthony s Houſe "oh 
16 d ſne delivers Caſa s Papers and Mo- 

E "Mey ibid. 
' Her Death | 


I95 
 'Carnm, A Deſcription of Fig Iland N. 90 
I. _ CICERO, 


IND E X. 


CICERO, Why ſo call 1 
Diſcovers Cataline's Conſpiracy ibid. 
Is reſpected for his Merit ibid. 

His Timorouſneſs and Vanity ibid. 
Is an Evidence againſt Clodius 12 
| Reaſons of it 15 
Clodius's Revenge N. 15 
' Tully retires to Dyrrachium -1:.+ BG; 28 
Milo recalls him | ibid. 
He defends Milo's Cauſe | N. 15 
Declaims againſt M. Anthony in the Senate 35 
Gets the Conſulate for Auguſtus 37 
Is proſcribed by M. Anthony. A Diſpute upon 
that Sübfſett N. 41 
Auguſtus abandons him for the ſake of M. An- 
thony's Uncle ©1208 42 
He flies and embarques 5 ibid. 
Is obliged to land ibid. 
Is carry'd to his Houſe ibid. 
M. Anthony's Troops come thither. The Fide- 
lity of his Servants ibid. 
Is overtaken by Anthony's Men ibid. 
His Death 1 35. 5. "0 
M. Anthony” s Joy upon the News | > 
Aut hom s Cruelty 5 
Fulvia's Barbarity . 
Tully's Head and Right Hand expoſed upon the 
ERoſtra N. 5, 40 

CLAUDIUõ, His Marriages | 4192 
Is made Emperor $44.91 1 * 
His Stupidity 154 
The Liberty he allow d at Table N. 154 
Puts Silanus to Death upon a falſe Report 160 
A Conſpiracy to dethrone him 161 
Diſappointed by a Miracle | ibid. 


Proſecution of the Conſpirators authorizes Meſ- 
ſalina's Revenge and Narciſſus s Avarice 162 
Signs a Contract for his Wife's Marriage 173 
* is told of her Diſorders 174 


Is 


INDEX: 


Is ſurprized and afſtoniſh'd 98 
Reſolves to puniſh his Wife and her Gallants 177 
Puts Silius and others to Death 179 
Hears with Indifference of Mefſalind* sDeath 181 

- Preferrs Agrippina in Marriage 191 
Adopts Nero 198 
An unwary Menace cauſes a Conſpiracy againſt 
Bis Life ; 


1 206, 237 
Asgrippina's Conduct derermines him to go to 
Sinue ſſa 


| 20 
- He dies there, and how | ibid 
His Death is kept ſecret 208 
He is rank d among the Gods ibid. 
— CLEQPATRA, Queen of Egypt, Her Deſcription 
and Parts ; N. 44 
Her Amour with M. Anthony Ihbid. 
Her Death 6, N55 
CLODIA, Wife to Auguſt, Her Deſcent - 39 
+ Marries Auguſtus ibid. 


Is divorced 45 
ConsuLarz, Honours annex ak toit MN. 18, 270 
CORNELIA, marries J. mae es I 


Her Death 4 
Her Encomum 5 
CoxsicA, The Situation of his Iland N. 156 
COSSU TIA, Wite to J. Ceſar, Her Excraction 
dee. 5197 I 

— 5 in . O 3 104, &c. 


CRISPINUS, The Occaſion of his Death N. 260 
Crowns, How many ſorts, and why give en M. 294 


n fr 
DOMITIA LONGINA, Her Karragtion 342 
Her Character 343 


Marries lus Lamia ibid, 
Hires Ear to Domitian 344 
Who takes her from her Husband, and mar- 
= ries ber : ibid. 


INDEX; 
After mutual Infidelity, ſhe becomes a common 


Proſtitute, and is divorced < 115 4&7 
Recall'd by Domitian _ | 349 
Goes on in her vicious Courſes | 350 
Domitian conſpires againſt her 35L 
How ſhe diſcovers and revenges it 332 

DOMITIAN, Falls in Love with Longina 344 
Slights Titus's Offer 345 
Takes and marries Longina ' 1. 1344 
Falls in Love with Sabina 3446 
Divorces Longina 347 
Puts Sabina's Husband to Hi ia. 
Sabina proves with Child © 348 
'Takes a Doſe to cauſe Ae wid Kits 

her lid. 
Domitian recalls Longinaa 349 
Lamia's Rallery coſts him his Life tid. 
Domitian's Cruelty _ 349, 350 
He deſigns to execute his Wife iz 411 
How that Deſign coſt him his Life * 352 

DRUSUS, Son to Livia, His Vertues and rare 

Qualities | 65, 74 
Has ſeveral high Employs 13 63 
Is honour'd with the Conſulate 72 


Reduces the Catti, and ſtrikes Terrour in Ger- 
many 


73 
Surprizing prediction of his Death id 
FLAVIA DOMITILLA, Her Condition 323 
Marries Veſpaſian. Her Children 324, 325 


Is obliged to fly with her Husband 1 as 
Her Return to Rewe * ibid. 
Her Death 15 327 


Honours paid to her aſter her Death 329 
FULVIA, Wife to Mark Anthony, Her Cruelty 


after Ciceros Death _ 4. 


Her Jealouſy and Reſentment | 


44 
She 


INDEX. 
She pitches upon Auguſtus to revenge her 


| Cauſe | 44 
He flights and banters her 45 
Her Rage upon this ſcore ibid. 

How fhe revenges herſelf 46 

8 Wes in the Eall 347 
G. . 

GALBA, His Birth N. 299 

His Condition ; ; 299 

Happy Prognoſticks | . 300 
M,arries Lepida vr ibid. 
Is folicited by Agrippina to marry her 301 
He does not anſwer her Amour ibid. 
Revolts againſt Nero 305 
The Title he took | ibid. 

Is proclaim'd Emperor | hid. 
His Avarice loſes him the Hearts of the Sol- 
diery 2 ibid. 

- Adopts Piſo : 3306 

Is affaſfinated- 6 e ibid. 
GALERIA FUNDANA, 8 to Vitellius, 
Her Condition and Character 5 309 
Marries Vitellius i $12 
She lies in S965 E112 lid. 
Her Humility upon her Advancement 309, 316 
What Uſe ſhe made of it | | 318 
Her Retirement after Vitellius's Fall 322 
GERMANICUS, His Extraction and Verrues 

| | 85, 86 | 

. | Refuſes the Empire | (447 1:34 $6 
Is hated by Tiberius 1 87 
His Death, and Aſhes os to b Rome 88 

- Honours upon that Occaſion | ibid, 
1. : 

HEROD, King of Judea, The F rankneſs of his 
| emper | 58 

Is confirm'd in his Kingdom 59 


His 


— 


INDEX. 


His Gratitude | 60 
Hoxokaxy Law, The Derivation of it N.8 
HORACE, His Deſcription and Character N.107 

I. 
JULIUS CAESAR, Marries Cofſutia, and divorces 
her 1 

Marries Cornelia, * the Conſequence of it ibid. 

Sylla would have ſacrificed him 2 

Cæſar's Grief at Cornelia s Death 4 

He marries Pompeia 5 
Divorces her, and why © 12 

His Anſwer upon that Subject EST. 

Has a Son by Cleopatra N. Wm 


Marries Calpurnia 


Deſigns his Pather-in-Law for the Conſu- 


1 | 18 
Honours paid to Caſar by the Senate 20 
Hie makes Auguſtus his Heir 34 
| Conſpiracy againſt J. Cæſar 26 
Who the Conſpirators were "23 
Is warn'd of their Deſign ibid. 
Perſuaded to go to the Senate 24 
Several Notices of the Treaſon ibid. 
He enters the Senate-Houſe ibid. 
iii fabbd., -: 13775 25 
Deſends himſelf _ 7 


His laſt Words 


JULIA, Conſort to Tiberius, Her Character Nor 


fine Qualities 7:96 
Marries Marcellus | 98 
His Death and Obſequies 102, 103 


She marries Agrippa, and has Children 110 


And after his Death the Poſthumous Agrippa 112 


Her Mourning for Agrippa ibid. 
Marries Tiberius 1 
Tiberius's Triumph 73 
Julia deſpiſes 1 113 


Obliges him to quit Rome 


115 
The 


INDEX. 


The Cauſe of her Ruin 115 
Her exceſſive Lewdneſs ee 4 7. 
The Senate are acquainted with it 118 
She is baniſh'd to Pandateria 120 
The People clamour for her Return 122 
She is removed | ibid. 
Her Marriage is annull d | ibid. 
Her Death ibid. 
Jus HoNORARIUñ, Whence derived N. 8 
3 b 
LEPIDA, Marries Galba | 300 
Her Conſtancy ibid. 
LIVIA DRUSILLA, Her Extraction 28 
Her Character and fine Qualities 28, 30, 48, 75 
Marries Tiberius Claudius Nero »* 3D 
She tries Tricks, to know whether ſhe is with 
Child of a Boy "31 
The Dangers ſhe encounter'd in her Flight 
with Tiberius 10 "46 
They return to Rome 5 48 
Auguſtus is ſmitten with her, and ſhe with 
a him 48, 49 
She marries Auguſtus | "5 40 
Lies in of a Son 51 
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APPROBATION. 


* 


Have, by Order of my Lord Chancellor, read 


over the Book, entitled, The Lives and Amours 
of the Empreſſes, Conſorts to the firſt Twelve Cæſars 
of Rome; and am of Opinion, that the Printing 
of it will be Inſtructive and Entertaining. 
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